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SUMMARY 
(X)  Draft  (  )  Final  Environmental  Statement. 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

1.  Type  of  Action:   (X)  Administrative  (  )  Legislative. 

2.  Brief  Description  of  Action:  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
proposes  to  implement  a  domestic  livestock  grazing  program  for 
the  Uncompaghre  Basin  Resource  Area  (approximately  525,775  acres 
of  national  resource  lands)  in  the  Montrose  District,  located  in 
west  central  Colorado.  The  overall  objective  of  the  proposed 
action  is  to  increase  livestock/wildlife  forage  by  12,645  AUMs, 
from  a  total  of  51,315  AUMs  existing  now  to  a  total  of  63,960 
AUMs  by  2006.  Components  of  the  proposed  action  are:   (1) 
improved  management  of  grazing  through  allotment  management  plans 
(AMPs)  on  479,265  acres  (including  rest  rotation  grazing  on 
404,300  acres,  deferred  rotation  grazing  on  23,600  acres,  and 
deferred  grazing  on  51,365  acres);  (2)  trailing  on  480  acres;  (3) 
custodial  management  on  29,460  acres;  (4)  elimination  of  grazing 
on  3,020  acres;  and  (5)  continuation  of  unallotted  status  (no 
grazing)  on  13,550  acres.  Construction  of  various  range  improvements 
would  be  required  to  implement  the  AMPs. 

3.  Summary  of  Environmental  Impacts:  Runoff  and  erosion  would 
decrease  as  a  result  of  improved  watershed  conditions;  vegetation 
would  improve  in  quantity  and  quality;  terrestrial  wildlife 
habitat  would  improve,  resulting  in  population  increases;  aquatic 
and  riparian  habitat  would  improve  or  stabilize  on  allotments 
with  AMPs;  livestock  forage  would  increase;  area  income  would 
increase.  Overall  visual  quality  would  not  be  reduced  by  range 
improvements.  Impacts  on  recreation  would  be  negligible. 

Short-term  adverse  impacts  would  include  reduced  vegetative 
vigor  and  reproduction  due  to  spring  and  summer  grazing  and  to 
range  improvements;  and  increased  wildlife-livestock  competition 
on  crucial  winter  ranges.  Long-term  adverse  impacts  would  include 
some  stream  bank  deterioration  by  grazing  and  trampling;  and  some 
cultural  sites  damaged  by  cattle  rubbing  and  open  to  vandalism. 

4.  Alternatives  Considered: 

A.  Continuation  of  Present  Grazing  Program 

B.  Elimination  of  Grazing 

C.  Custodial  Management 

D.  Reduced  Livestock  Grazing 

E.  Elimination  of  Grazing  on  Allotments  with  Soils  in 
Severe  and  Critical  Erosion  Classes 

5.   Comments  Requested  From  the  Following:  See  attachment. 
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COORDINATION  IN  THE  REVIEW  OF  THE  DRAFT  ENVIRONMENTAL  STATEMENT 

Comments  on  the  draft  environmental  statement  will  be  requested 
from  the  following  agencies  and  interest  groups. 

Colorado  State  Agencies: 

Governor's  Clearing  House 
Division  of  Wildlife 
Division  of  Planning 

County  Commissioners: 
Delta  County 
Montrose  County 
Ouray  County 
Gunnison  County 
Mesa  County 

Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Department  of  the  Interior: 

U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation 
U.S.  Geological  Survey 
Bureau  of  Mines 
National  Park  Service 

Department  of  Agriculture: 
U.S.  Forest  Service 
Soil  Conservation  Service 

Department  of  Commerce 

Other  Organizations: 
Sierra  Club 

Colorado  Open  Space  Council 
Izaak  Walton  League 
The  Wildlife  Society 
Colorado  Stock  Growers  Association 
Colorado  Wool  Growers  Association 
Audubon  Society 

Natural  Resources  Defense  Council  i 

Society  of  Range  Management 
Wilderness  Society 
Rocky  Mountain  Center  on  Environment 
Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation 
Institute  of  Ecology 
Trout  Unlimited 

Colorado  Historical  Society  , 
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CHAPTER   1 
DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PROPOSED  ACTION 


Description  of  Proposed  Action 


Chapter  1 


PROPOSED  ACTION 

Introduction 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM) 
proposes  to  implement  an  improved  grazing 
management  program  in  the  Uncompahgre  Basin 
Resource  Area  of  the  Montrose  District  (see 
figure  1-1).  The  proposed  action  includes  the  fol- 
lowing components  (which  are  discussed  in  detail 
under  Components). 

1.  Allotment  management  plans  (AMPs) 
would  be  implemented  on  70  allotments  totaling 
479,265  acres  of  national  resource  lands  (NRL): 
60  undivided  allotments  plus  10  allotments  di- 
vided into  a  total  of  20  allotment  subunits. 
(Allotments  and  allotment  subunits  are  defined 
at  the  beginning  of  the  components  section.) 
The  70  AMPs  would  involve  the  following  three 
grazing  systems: 

a.  rest  rotation  systems  on  40  undivided  allot- 
ments and  14  allotment  subunits,  on  a  total  of 
404,300  acres; 

b.  deferred  rotation  systems  on  9  undivided 
allotments  and  on  2  allotment  subunits,  on  a 
total  of  23,600  acres;  and 

c.  deferred  systems  on  1 1  undivided  allot- 
ments and  on  4  allotment  subunits,  on  a  total  of 
51 ,365  acres. 

2.  Limited  trailing  use  would  replace  fall 
grazing  on  1  undivided  allotment,  covering  480 
acres  of  NRL. 

3.  Custodial  management  of  grazing  is 
proposed  for  72  undivided  allotments  and  5  al- 
lotment subunits,  on  a  total  of  29,460  acres  of 
NRL. 

4.  Livestock  grazing  would  be  eliminated  on 
9  undivided  allotments,  covering  3,020  acres  of 
NRL. 

5.  Unallotted  status  (no  grazing  use)  would  be 
continued  on  45  tracts  of  NRL,  totaling  13,550 
acres.  Table  1-1  lists  all  of  the  allotments 
(marked  by  numbers)  and  allotment  subunits 
(marked  by  letters)  in  the  ES  area  and  indicates 
the  kind  of  grazing  management  proposed  for 
each. 

In  addition,  implementation  of  the  AMPs 
(component  1)  would  require  range  improvements 
and  rangeland  vegetation  conversion.  Thirteen 
types  of  range  improvements  are  proposed  for 
various  allotments:  fences,  boundary  markers, 
cattleguards,  stock  trails,  pipelines,  water  taps, 
vertical   wells,   horizontal   wells,    springs,   rainfall 


catchments,  reservoirs,  water  storage  tanks,  and 
water  troughs.  Vegetation  conversion  would  be  by 
chaining  and  reseeding,  interseeding,  or  contour 
furrowing  and  reseeding.  These  projects  are 
discussed  at  the  end  of  the  components  section. 

The  proposed  action  would  affect  approximate- 
ly 525,775  acres  of  NRL.  The  heart  of  the  action 
is  70  allotments  (i.e.,  60  individual  allotments  and 
10  allotments  with  subunits)  covering  about 
479,265  acres.  Private,  state,  and  other  lands 
which  the  146  operators  utilize  additionally  may 
be  indirectly  influenced  by  this  plan  but  do  not 
come  directly  under  its  control.  Table  1-2  shows 
the  types  and  amounts  of  land  that  would  be  af- 
fected by  the  proposal. 

This  proposal  is  related  to  four  significant  sets 
of  conditions,  each  of  which  is  explained  more 
fully  in  other  sections  of  this  chapter  or  in  chap- 
ters 2  and  3.  Those  conditions  are  (1)  the  specific 
goals  and  objectives  of  grazing  management 
established  for  the  resource  area,  within  the  con- 
straints and  objectives  of  the  management 
framework  plans  (MFPs)  for  that  area,  (2)  the 
grazing  system  pattern  proposed  for  the  allot- 
ments, (3)  the  existing  resource  conditions  found 
upon  the  land  in  the  allotments,  and  (4)  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  proposed  grazing  system  pattern  to 
those  resource  conditions. 

Many  of  the  technical  terms  used  in  this  en- 
vironmental statement  (ES)  are  defined  in  the 
glossary  at  the  end  of  the  document;  however, 
some  key  terms  are  also  briefly  explained  in  the 
text. 

Purpose  and  Objectives 

The  purpose  of  the  proposed  action  is  to 
produce  (at  the  time  of  implementation)  51,315 
animal  unit  months  (AUMs)  of  forage  identified  in 
the  Uncompahgre  Basin's  planning  documents. 
(An  AUM  is  the  amount  of  forage  required  to 
sustain  one  cow  or  five  sheep  for  a  month.)  The 
proposal  would  establish  and  hold  aggregate  use 
on  the  area  at  33,317  AUMs  of  livestock  forage 
for  the  planning  period  (28  years),  a  net  reduction 
in  present  licensed  use  of  2,052  AUMs  per  year. 
The  remaining  17,998  AUMs  would  be  available 
for  wildlife.  Table  1-3  shows  the  initial  proposed 
use  levels  for  livestock  and  wildlife  in  the 
resource  area  (ES  area). 

The  long-term  objective  of  the  proposed  action 
is  to  increase  production  by  12,645  AUMs  to  a 
total  of  63,960  AUMs  by  the  end  of  the  planning 


1-3 


Uncompahgre  Basin  Resource  Area 
Location   Map 


i 

-M- 

I 


1-4 


TABLE  1-1 
ALLOTMENTS  AND  ALLOTMENT  SUBUNITS 


RR 

4001 

Dominguez 

4516 

North  Fork: 

D 

4002 

Lower  Escalante 

RR 

K 

South-of-Hotchkiss  Subunit 

C 

4005 

Fall  Cabin 

RR 

L 

Hubbard  Subunit 

4006 

Dry  Mesa: 

RR 

M 

Deer  Basin  Subunit 

RR 

A 

Escalante  Subunit 

RR 

4517 

Coal  Gulch 

RR 

B 

Dry  Mesa  Subunit 

C 

4518 

Pilot  Creek 

C 

C 

Smith  Ranch  Subunit 

C 

4519 

Muddy  Creek 

C 

D 

Escalante  Creek  Subunit 

C 

4520 

Spring  Creek 

D 

4007 

Sawmill  Mesa 

C 

4521 

Stock  Driveway 

D 

4008 

25  Mesa 

C 

4522 

Downing 

RR 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

C 

4523 

Williams  Creek 

T 

4011 

Lower  Roubideau  Canyon 

C 

4524 

Deep  Creek 

RR 

4012 

Canal 

RR 

4525 

Anthracite  Creek 

RR 

4013 

Ben  Lowe 

C 

4526 

Crystal  Creek 

C 

4014 

Joker 

RR 

4527 

Jumbo  Mountain 

C 

4015 

White  Ranch 

RR 

4528 

Oak  Ridge 

RR 

4016 

Wells  Gulch 

DR 

4529 

Reynolds  Creek 

RR 

4017 

Alkali  Flats 

DR 

4530 

McDonald  Mesa 

RR 

4021 

Point  Creek 

C 

4531 

Popp  Ranch 

4022 

Petri e  Mesa: 

4532 

McDonald  Ranch: 

RR 

E 

Peach  Valley  Subunit 

DR 

N 

Lambing  Shed  Subunit 

D 

F 

Petrie  Mesa  Subunit 

D 

0 

South-of-Town  Subunit 

RR 

4024 

Dirty  George 

D 

P 

Harrington  Subunit 

RR 

4025 

Ward  Creek-Doughspoon 

C 

4535 

Home  Place 

C 

4026 

Escalante  Canyon 

C 

4536 

West  Young's  Peak 

C 

4501 

Milk  Creek 

4537 

Young's  Peak: 

DR 

4502 

Surface  to  Leroux 

RR 

Q  Young's  Peak  Subunit 

RR 

4503 

Stingley  Gulch 

C 

R 

Crawford  Subunit 

RR 

4504 

Leroux  Creek 

C 

4538 

Missouri  Flats 

C 

4505 

Juniper  Knob 

C 

4539 

Cottonwood  Creek 

4506 

Oak  Mesa: 

DR 

4540 

North  Saddle  Peak 

RR 

G 

Subunit  1 

C 

4541 

Sunshine  Mesa 

RR 

H 

Subunit  2 

C 

4543 

South  Saddle  Peak 

RR 

4507 

Jay  Creek 

C 

4548 

Creek  Bottom 

C 

4509 

Upper  Jay  Creek 

DR 

4549 

Dry  Creek 

C 

4511 

Overland 

C 

5002 

Dedication  Site 

C 

4512 

East  Roatcap 

5003 

Selig  Canal : 

4513 

Stevens  Gulch: 

RR 

S 

Selig  Canal  Subunit 

RR 

I 

Roatcap  Creek  Subunit 

C 

T 

Rawhide-Coffeepot  Subunit 

RR 

J 

Terror  Creek  Subunit 

RR 

5008 

Brush  Point 

C 

4514 

Upper  Terror  Creek 

RR 

5010 

Dead  Horse 

C 

4515 

Freeman  Gulch 

RR 

5011 

Gould  Reservoir 

Note:  Letters  to  the  left  of  the  columns  indicate  the  proposed  management 
action  for  each  allotment  or  allotment  subunit:  RR  =  rest  rotation;  DR  = 
deferred  rotation;  D  =  deferred;  T  =  trailing;  C  =  custodial;  and  E  = 
elimination  of  grazing. 
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TABLE  1-1 
ALLOTMENTS  AND  ALLOTMENT  SUBUNITS  (cont.) 


c 

5012 

Cedar  Point 

C 

5517 

Spring  Creek  Canyon 

RR 

5013 

Iron  Canyon 

D 

5518 

Dave  Wood 

RR 

5014 

Poison  Springs 

5520 

Lower  Horsefly: 

RR 

5015 

Grizzly  Gulch 

RR 

X 

Lower  Horsefly  Subunit 

DR 

5016 

Black  Canyon 

D 

Y 

Dry  Cedar  Subunit 

RR 

5017 

Green  Mountain 

RR 

5521 

Highway  90 

RR 

5020 

Black  Ridge 

RR 

5522 

Beaver  Hill 

C 

5022 

Rabbit  Gulch 

RR 

5523 

Horsefly 

C 

5025 

Fruitland  Mesa 

C 

5524 

Duckett  Draw 

C 

5026 

Star  Nelson  Airport 

C 

5525 

Dry  Creek 

C 

5027 

Adobe 

RR 

5529 

Log  Hill 

RR 

5028 

Doug  Creek 

RR 

5530 

Billy  Creek 

DR 

5029 

Spring  Gulch 

D 

5532 

Burro  Ridge 

5030 

Bostwick  Park: 

C 

5533 

Onion  Lakes 

RR 

U 

Black  Canyon- 

D 

5534 

Shin  Park 

Jones  Draw  Subunit 

C 

5535 

Cedar  Creek 

DR 

V 

Adobe  South  Subunit 

C 

5536 

South  Canal 

C 

w 

Bostwick  Park  Subunit 

C 

5538 

Rock  Ditch 

C 

5033 

Pinyon  Springs 

RR 

5540 

Dry  Gulch 

C 

5036 

Big  Gulch 

C 

5542 

Bosgal 

E 

5037 

Black  Mesa 

C 

5543 

Waugh 

C 

5038 

Red  Canyon 

C 

5544 

Kelly 

C 

5039 

Onion  Valley 

C 

5545 

Henshaw 

C 

5040 

Pine  Ridge 

C 

5546 

Waterdog  Basin 

C 

5041 

East  Gould  Reservoir 

C 

5547 

Slagle  Pass 

C 

5043 

Collins 

C 

5548 

Washboard  Rock 

C 

5044 

Big  Pasture 

C 

5549 

High  Park 

C 

5045 

Black  Bullet 

C 

5551 

Dexter  Creek 

C 

5046 

Big  Gulch 

E 

5552 

Dallas 

C 

5047 

Mesa  Creek 

E 

5553 

Fisher  Creek 

C 

5048 

Morrow  Point 

E 

5555 

Taylor  Draw 

D 

5049 

Smith  Fork 

E 

5556 

Burro  Creek 

C 

5050  Allen  Reservoir 

E 

5557 

Alkali 

RR 

5502 

Sandy  Wash 

E 

5559 

South  Fork 

RR 

5503 

Green 

E 

5560 

Cookie  Tree 

RR 

5504 

Roa.tcap 

C 

5561 

East  Fork 

D 

5505 

Transfer 

D 

5562 

Hillside 

RR 

5507 

Pipeline 

C 

5563 

Moonshine  Park 

RR 

5508 

Government  Springs 

C 

5564 

Gravel  Pit 

C 

5509 

Coal  Creek 

C 

5565 

Tommy  Creek 

C 

5510 

Bald  Hills 

DR 

5566 

Cow  Creek 

RR 

5511 

Shavano  Mesa 

C 

5567 

Busted  Boiler 

RR 

5512 

Frankl in  Mesa 

D 

5568 

Baldy 

D 

5513 

Dry  Creek  Basin 

RR 

5569 

Hairpin 

C 

5514 

East  Fork  Dry  Creek 

DR 

5570 

Cedar 

C 

5515 

Olathe  Reservoir 

E 

5572 

McKenzie  Creek 

RR 

5515 

Piney 

C 

5574 

Tappan  Creek 
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Table  1-3. — Proposed  livestock  and  wildlife  use  (in  AUMs)  when 
proposed  action  is  implemented 


Proposed  use 

at  time  of 

Season 

implementation 

Animal 

of  use  * 

(AUMs) 

Antelope Yearlong 

Deer Various 

(Av.  5  mo.) 
Elk Various 

(Av.  2  mo.) 

Cattle Various 

Domestic  horses Various 

Sheep Various 


600 
15,538 

1,860 

17,103 

36 

16,178 


Total 


51,315 


1  Variations  in  seasons  of  use  are  due  to  vast  ranges  in  elevation  throughout  the  ES 
area.  Animals  can  be  located  on  some  portions  of  NRL  regardless  of  the  season. 


period  (2006).  The  resource  objectives  to  be  met 
by  2006  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  meet  the  increasing  demand  for 
livestock  forage  for  red  meat  production,  in- 
crease production  by  7,162  AUMs  to  a  total  of 
40,479  AUMs. 

2.  To  improve  water  quality  and  watershed 
condition,  reduce  the  erosion  condition  class  as 
measured  by  the  soil  surface  factor  (SSF). 
Specific  goals  identified  for  reduction  in  SSF 
are: 

a.  to  reduce  the  SSF  by  a  minimum  average 
of  30  points  on  404,300  acres; 

b.  to  reduce  the  SSF  by  a  minimum  average 
of  20  points  on  23,600  acres; 

c.  to  reduce  the  SSF  by  a  minimum  average 
of  15  points  on  51,365  acres; 

d.  to  reduce  the  SSF  by  10  points  or  less 
average  (defined  in  phase  I  watershed  inventory 
procedures  as  no  change)  on  29,940  acres; 

e.  no  change  on  16,570  acres. 

3.  To  provide  a  sustained  yield  of  forage  for 
wildlife,  increase  production  by  5,483  AUMs  to 
a  total  of  23,481  AUMs. 

4.  To  maintain  or  improve  aquatic  and  ripari- 
an habitats,  maintain  130.9  miles  of  stream 
riparian  habitat  in  present  condition  and  change 
28.9  miles  as  follows: 

a.  2.1  miles  from  nonexistent  to  good; 

b.  17.6  miles  from  poor  to  fair; 

c.  2.6  miles  from  poor  to  good; 

d.  1.2  miles  from  fair  to  good; 

e.  5.4  miles  from  good  to  excellent.  Cor- 
responding improvements  in  stream  aquatic 
habitats  cannot  be  quantitatively  estimated,  but 
improved  watershed  conditions  and  slight 
decreases  in  sediment  yield  would  improve 
aquatic  habitat  from  the  present  condition. 


5.  Comply  with  the  unit  resource  analysis 
(URA)  and  MFP  objectives  for  the  ES  area  (as 
discussed  under  Interrelationships  at  the  end  of 
chapter  1). 

In  addition,  each  AMP  has  specific  twenty-year 
objectives;  these  are  available  for  review  with 
each  AMP  at  the  Uncompahgre  Basin  Resource 
Area  office  in  Montrose. 

Components 

The  proposed  action  analyzed  in  this  ES  would 
be  applied  to  152  allotments  (512,225  acres)  and 
45  unallotted  units  of  land  (13,550  acres). 

An  allotment  is  an  area  of  land  where  one  or 
more  individuals  (allottees)  graze  their  livestock. 
Normally,  grazing  on  an  allotment  is  carried  out 
under  a  single  type  of  management,  such  as  an 
AMP  or  custodial  management.  This  would  be 
true  for  most  of  the  allotments  which  are  part  of 
the  proposed  action.  For  example,  allotment  4001 
Dominguez  would  be  managed  under  an  AMP 
with  a  rest  rotation  grazing  system;  allotment  4002 
Lower  Escalante  would  be  managed  under  an 
AMP  with  a  deferred  grazing  system;  and  allot- 
ment 4005  Fall  Cabin  would  receive  custodial 
management. 

However,  under  the  proposed  action,  ten  of  the 
allotments  (totaling  97,455  acres)  are  subdivided 
into  two  to  four  parts  (allotment  subunits),  and 
each  of  these  subunits  would  have  its  own 
separate  grazing  management.  For  example,  allot- 
ment 5003  Selig  Canal  consists  of  two  allotment 
subunits:  subunit  S  Selig  Canal  (5,660  acres), 
which  would  be  managed  under  a  rest  rotation 
system,  and  subunit  T  Rawhide-Coffeepot  (2,005 
acres),  which  would  receive  custodial  manage- 
ment. Each  allotment  subunit  was  originally  an  in- 
dividual allotment  which  has  been  combined  with 
one  or  more  other  subunits  (also  former  allot- 
ments) into  one  overall  allotment  so  that  their 
combined  resources  (watershed,  wildlife,  vegeta- 
tion, cultural  sites,  etc.)  could  be  administered 
together  as  one  unit.  Also,  in  many  cases,  all  the 
subunits  in  one  allotment  have  the  same  allottee 
or  group  of  allottees. 

The  45  unallotted  units  of  land  which  are  also 
affected  by  the  proposed  action  are  lands  which 
receive  no  grazing  use.  They  are  discussed  under 
Continuation  of  No  Grazing  later  in  this  chapter, 
following  the  discussions  of  AMPs,  trailing  use, 
and  custodial  management. 
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Map  1-1,  enclosed  in  a  packet  that  accompanies 
this  ES,  shows  the  boundaries  of  the  allotments, 
allotment  subunits,  and  unallotted  tracts.  Table 
1-4  lists  the  proposed  AMPs,  trailing,  and 
custodial  management  by  allotment  and  allotment 
subunit.  Table  1-5  lists  the  allotments  for  which 
elimination  of  grazing  is  proposed.  (Pasture  level 
detail  for  the  proposed  action  is  available  upon 
request  from  the  Montrose,  Colorado,  BLM  Dis- 
trict Office.) 

Allotment  Management  Plans 

An  AMP  is  a  livestock  grazing  plan  which  pro- 
vides a  specific  management  program  for  an  allot- 
ment based  on  an  analysis  of  the  renewable 
resource  values  and  potential  uses  of  the  allot- 
ment. An  AMP  also  sets  forth  those  special  stipu- 
lations and  management  practices  that  will 
become  terms  and  conditions  of  a  grazing 
authorization  (lease  or  permit).  It  establishes  the 
times  when  the  range  would  be  grazed  (season  of 
use),  the  type  and  number  of  domestic  animals 
that  would  be  allowed  on  the  range  (class  of  use), 
and  the  possible  range  improvements  that  would 
be  needed,  such  as  fencing  and  water  develop- 
ment. 

The  AMP  also  includes  an  agreement  between 
the  District  Manager  and  the  livestock  permittee 
which  provides,  among  other  things,  "that,  should 
periods  of  range  depletion  occur  due  to  prolonged 
drought,  fire  or  other  natural  causes,  or  should 
habitat  requirements  of  threatened/endangered  flora 
and  fauna  so  warrant  adjustment,  reduction  in  num- 
bers of  livestock  or  adjustment  in  periods  of  range  use 
may  be  directed  by  the  District  Manager  or  his 
authorized  representative."  A  sample  agreement  is 
shown  in  appendix  11. 

Events  in  the  ES  area  during  1977  provide  an 
example  of  implementation  of  these  provisions. 
As  a  result  of  the  limited  winter  snowfall  and 
reduced  spring  rainfall,  livestock  use  was 
decreased  from  the  allowable  33,317  AUMs  by 
18,000  AUMs  to  15,317  AUMs.  This  reduction 
was  made  following  inspection  of  the  range.  Since 
this  reduction  was  voluntary  (agreed  to  by  the 
permittees),  no  action  was  required  pursuant  to 
CFR  4115.2-l(e)(5)  which  states  that:  "In  the 
event  of  range  depletion  resulting  from  drought  or 
other  causes,  the  grazing  privileges  that  may  be 
exercised  under  any  license  or  permit  may  be 
reduced  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  for  such  period 
of  time  as  may  be  necessary." 


As  discussed  under  Objectives  above,  the 
overall  objective  of  the  Uncompahgre  Basin's 
MFPs  and  AMPs  is  to  promote  the  sustained, 
high-level,  periodic  output  of  the  various  renewa- 
ble resources  found  on  the  allotments.  Renewable 
resource  values  stem  directly  or  indirectly  from 
vegetation;  therefore,  following  determination  of 
management  objectives  for  an  allotment,  an  AMP 
was  developed  for  that  allotment  in  accordance 
with  the  physiological  needs  of  the  key  vegetative 
species  (the  plants  that  need  the  most  rest  to 
regain  vigor  after  being  grazed  during  the  critical 
green  period).  Major  points  considered  in 
developing  these  AMPs  include: 

1.  Wildlife:  species,  seasons  of  use,  and 
forage  needs;  conditions  of  aquatic  and  riparian 
habitat; 

2.  Watershed:  conditions  and  soil  charac- 
teristics; 

3.  Livestock:  seasons  of  use,  numbers,  and 
class; 

4.  Vegetation:  condition,  production,  physiologi- 
cal requirements,  and  existing  use; 

5.  Climate:  precipitation,  amount,  and  occur- 
rence; 

6.  Topography:  steepness  of  slope  and  eleva- 
tion; 

7.  Range  Improvements:  costs  of  fencing, 
water  development,  and  erosion  control  struc- 
tures; 

8.  Land  ownership  patterns; 

9.  Other  resources:  timber,  recreation,  and 
minerals. 

Livestock  graze  rangelands  selectively  by  spe- 
cies and  area,  grazing  the  most  palatable  plants 
and  the  most  accessible  area  the  heaviest.  Plants 
grazed  heavily  one  year  tend  to  be  grazed  heavily 
the  next,  until  the  choicest  plants  are  gradually 
destroyed.  Livestock  then  graze  on  less  palatable 
plants,  leading  to  an  ever  enlarging  area  of  range 
deterioration  (Hormay  1970;  Stoddard  and  Smith 
1955).  The  principal  tool  used  in  AMPs  to  prevent 
this  spreading  effect  and  to  manage  vegetation  is 
systematic  livestock  grazing. 

Under  the  proposed  action,  the  grazing  system 
developed  for  each  allotment  or  allotment  subunit 
is  designed  to  maintain  or  improve  key  vegetative 
species  so  that  the  renewable  resource  objectives 
can  be  achieved  for  each  allotment  within  twenty 
years  after  implementation.  The  AMPs  for  the  ES 
area  involve  three  different  systems  of  grazing: 
rest    rotation,    deferred    rotation,    and    deferred. 
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(Table  1-6  summarizes  the  AMPs  proposed  for 
the  ES  area.  Refer  to  appendix  12  for  schematic 
diagrams  typifying  each  system.) 

Table  1-6. — Summary  of  proposed  allotment  management  plans 


Grazing  system 

Number  of 

allotments 

and  subunits 

Total 
AUMs 

Total 
acres 
NRL 

Rest  rotation: 

Two  treatments 

10 

1,500 

14,665 

10,029 

557 

25,050 

Three  treatments 

26 

197,530 

173,385 

8,335 

Four  treatments 

17 

Five  treatments 

1 

Subtotal 

54 

26,751 

404,300 

Deferred  rotation 

11 

1,761 

23,600 

Deferred 

15 

3,132 

51,365 

Total 

80 

31,644 

479,265 

Rest  Rotation  Grazing 

In  a  rest  rotation  system,  the  range  area  af- 
fected would  be  divided  into  pastures  of  compara- 
ble grazing  capacities.  The  pastures  would  be 
systematically  grazed  and  rested,  providing  for 
the  production  of  livestock  and  other  resource 
values  while  simultaneously  maintaining  or  im- 
proving the  vegetation  and  soil  (Hormay  1970). 
This  system  would  reserve  portions  of  the  range 
from  livestock  grazing  until  after  plants  have 
made  and  stored  food  (recovered  vigor)  and  seeds 
have  ripened;  it  would  also  provide  rest  in  the  fol- 
lowing growing  season,  allowing  seedlings  to 
become  established  and  litter  to  accumulate 
between  plants.  According  to  Hormay  (1970), 
resource  values  would  be  maintained  and  im- 
proved almost  entirely  by  this  timely  resting  of 
the  range  from  use. 

Rest  rotation  grazing  systems  would  be  used  on 
40  allotments  and  14  subunits  (totaling  404,300 
acres,  77  percent  of  NRL  in  the  ES  area)  that 
have  uneven  livestock  distribution,  unsatisfactory 
range  condition,  and  a  large  acreage  or  percentage 
of  NRL.  The  more  accessible  areas  of  the  allot- 
ments are  heavily  used  by  livestock,  and  the  less 
accessible  areas  are  lightly  used.  Rest  rotation 
grazing  can  benefit  such  ranges  by  reducing  and 
balancing  utilization  without  reducing  the  number 
of  animals  grazed  (W.  M.  Johnson  1965).  Accord- 
ing to  Johnson's  study  such  benefits  may  be  the 
result  of  several  processes:  increased  plant  vigor 
may  cause  increased  total  production  of  vegeta- 
tion; growth  and  production  of  vegetation  may  be 
nearly   completed   before  livestock  grazing  is  al- 


lowed each  year  on  all  but  one  pasture  of  an  allot- 
ment; and  the  previous  year's  growth,  which  is 
mixed  with  the  current  year's  growth,  may  pro- 
vide more  bulk  in  the  diet.  Such  findings  are  con- 
trary to  the  common  belief  that  one  pasture  in  a 
rest  rotation  system  is  always  severely  overutil- 
ized. 

Grazing  Treatments 

Each  year,  each  pasture  in  an  allotment  or  al- 
lotment subunit  would  be  grazed  by  livestock  or 
rested  from  livestock  use  at  specific  times  for 
specific  reasons  (grazing  treatments).  Rest  rota- 
tion grazing  may  include  two,  three,  four,  or  more 
of  the  following  treatments  as  required  on  a  site 
specific  basis  (by  definition,  it  must  include  Treat- 
ment E,  i.e.,  a  year  of  rest).  Dates  indicated  are 
typical  and  would  vary  with  each  allotment. 

TREATMENT  A.  Treatment  A  consists  of 
grazing  a  pasture  for  livestock  production  in  the 
spring  (5/15  to  6/15),  then  resting  the  pasture  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year  (6/16  to  5/14). 

TREATMENT  B.  Treatment  B  consists  of  rest- 
ing a  pasture  from  livestock  grazing  (9/1  to  7/14) 
until  after  the  key  species  flower  (mid-July),  then 
allowing  it  to  be  grazed  by  livestock  during  the 
summer  (7/15  to  8/31).  By  the  time  the  pasture  is 
grazed,  plants  have  nearly  completed  their  food 
storage  for  the  season,  and  seedlings  established 
during  the  previous  yearlong  rest  period  have 
been  able  to  put  out  secondary  roots  which  would 
keep  the  livestock  from  pulling  up  and  destroying 
new,  tender  plants.  (Hormay  1970) 

TREATMENT  C.  Treatment  C  consists  of  rest- 
ing a  pasture  from  livestock  grazing  (1/1  to  8/15) 
until  after  seedripe  of  the  key  grass  and  forbs 
species,  then  allowing  it  to  be  grazed  by  livestock 
during  the  fall  (8/16  to  12/31).  Seedripe  occurs 
around  the  end  of  July;  by  that  time,  the  seeds 
have  matured  enough  so  that,  if  planted,  they 
would  produce  seedlings  the  following  spring. 
While  grazing,  the  livestock  would  trample  the 
seeds,  thereby  assuring  that  the  seeds  would  be 
planted.  With  this  treatment,  growing  season  rest 
is  provided  for  all  plants. 

TREATMENT  D.  Treatment  D  consists  of  rest- 
ing a  pasture  from  livestock  grazing  (2/16  to 
11/16)  until  after  seedripe  of  the  key  shrub  spe- 
cies (mid-October),  then  allowing  it  to  be  grazed 
by  livestock  during  the  winter  (11/17  to  2/15).  As 
with  Treatment  C,  growing  season  rest  is  pro- 
vided for  all  plants. 
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TREATMENT  E.  Treatment  E  consists  of  rest- 
ing a  pasture  from  livestock  grazing  for  an  entire 
year. 

Application  of  Treatments 

If  an  allotment  consists  of  one  pasture,  the 
necessary  treatments  would  be  applied  to  it  in 
succeeding  years,  one  treatment  per  year.  If  an  al- 
lotment is  divided  into  two  to  six  pastures,  the 
necessary  treatments  would  be  applied  to  each 
pasture  in  turn,  one  treatment  per  pasture  per 
year. 

Specific  beginning  and  ending  dates  for  each 
treatment  would  be  determined  during  the 
development  stages  of  the  key  species  on  each  al- 
lotment. Table  1-7  shows  the  average  dates  for 
the  development  stages  of  grasses,  forbs,  and 
shrubs  in  the  ES  area. 

Livestock  typically  would  be  trailed  to  allot- 
ments, but  occasionally  they  would  be  hauled  or 
trucked.  Animal  movement  from  pasture  to 
pasture  between  treatments  would  be  accom- 
plished by  allowing  natural  drift  or  by  herding.  At 
the  conclusion  of  grazing,  livestock  would  nor- 
mally be  trailed  to  the  national  forest,  other 
range,  or  back  to  the  ranch  property. 

Table  1-4  identifies  acres  of  NRL,  class  of  use, 
number  of  AUMs,  season  of  use,  number  of 
pastures,  and  number  and  kinds  of  treatments  for 
each  allotment  or  allotment  subunit  under  rest 
rotation  grazing. 

Deferred  Rotation  Grazing 

Deferred  rotation  is  the  discontinuance  of  graz- 
ing on  various  parts  of  a  range  in  succeeding 
years.  One  out  of  two  pastures  or  two  out  of 
three  pastures  in  an  allotment  or  subunit  would  be 
grazed  in  the  spring  for  livestock  production, 
while  the  remaining  pasture  would  be  rested  until 
after  seedripe  and  then  grazed.  This  grazing 
sequence  would  be  rotated  among  the  pastures  in 
succeeding  years,  allowing  each  part  to  rest  suc- 
cessively during  the  growing  season  to  permit 
seed  production,  establishment  of  seedlings,  or 
restoration  of  plant  vigor  (American  Society  of 
Range  Management  1964). 

Deferred  rotation  grazing  would  be  used  on 
nine  allotments  and  two  subunits,  affecting  23,600 
acres  (4  percent  of  NRL  in  the  ES  area).  Table 
1-4  identifies  acres  of  NRL,  class  of  use,  number 
of  AUMs,  season  of  use,  and  number  of  pastures 
for  allotments  and  allotment  subunits  under 
deferred  rotation  grazing. 


Deferred  Grazing 

Deferred  grazing  is  the  discontinuance  of  graz- 
ing by  livestock  on  an  area  for  a  specified  period 
of  time  during  the  growing  season.  Under  this 
system,  grazing  would  begin  some  time  after  July 
1,  when  the  plants  have  reached  an  advanced 
stage  of  development  in  their  annual  growth 
cycle.  The  growing  season  rest  provided  by  this 
system  would  promote  plant  reproduction, 
establishment  of  new  plants,  or  restoration  of 
vigor  by  old  plants  (American  Society  of  Range 
Management  1964). 

Deferred  systems  would  be  used  on  small  one- 
pasture  allotments  (eleven)  and  subunits  (four)  for 
which  high  cost  would  prohibit  the  construction 
of  range  improvements.  They  would  affect  51,365 
acres  (10  percent  of  NRL  in  the  ES  area).  Table 
1-4  identifies  acres  of  NRL,  class  of  use,  number 
of  AUMs,  and  season  of  use  for  allotments  and 
allotment  subunits  under  deferred  grazing. 

Evaluation  Procedures 

Evaluation  procedures  are  built  into  each  AMP. 
They  are  discussed  in  chapter  4  under  Study  and 
Monitoring  Procedures. 

Trailing  Use 

In  addition  to  present  licensed  grazing  use  on 
4011  Lower  Roubideau  Canyon  (65  AUMs,  10/6- 
10/21),  movement  of  cattle  through  the  canyon 
has  been  permitted  for  users  of  4010  Monitor 
Mesa.  There  have  also  been  allowances  for  some 
overnight  fall  use  and  trailing  use  by  other 
livestock  operators.  There  is  no  way  to  know  the 
past  actual  trailing  use  through  the  area  because 
no  trailing  permits  were  issued.  However,  under 
the  proposed  action,  fall  grazing  and  unlicensed 
trailing  would  be  replaced  by  licensed  and  limited 
(one  day  each  way)  trailing,  as  shown  in  table 
1-4,  affecting  480  acres  (less  than  0.1  percent  of 
NRL  in  the  ES  area). 

Custodial  Management  of  Grazing 

Custodial  management  is  proposed  for  72  allot- 
ments and  5  allotment  subunits  (covering  29,460 
acres,  5  percent  of  NRL  in  the  ES  area)  where 
the  effect  of  livestock  grazing  on  other  resource 
values  would  be  minimal  and  where  general,  mul- 
tiple-use objectives  can  be  achieved.  Table  1-4 
shows  the  proposed  custodial  allotments,  includ- 
ing acres  of  NRL,  class  of  livestock,  AUMs,  and 
season  of  use. 
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TABLE  1-7 
PHENOLOGICAL  SUMMARY 


Species 


Conmori  Name   Species  Abbrev. 


Start 
Growth 


Flowering 


Peak  of 
Flowering 


Seed 
Ripe 


Seed 
Dissemination 


GRASSES 


Crested  wheatgrass 

Agcr 

04/01 

05/15 

06/13 

06/25 

07/05 

Western  wheatgrass 

Agsm 

04/15 

06/25 

07/10 

07/30 

09/01 

Slender  wheatgrass 

Agtr 

04/01 

06/01 

06/20 

07/15 

08/01 

Intermediate 

wheatgrass 

Agin 

04/01 

05/10 

07/25 

08/25 

Smooth  brome 

Br  in 

04/01 

05/31 

06/03 

06/20 

07/01 

Blue  grama 

Bogr 

04/15 

06/25 

07/25 

09/01 

10/01 

Idaho  fescue 

Feid 

04/01 

05/31 

06/03 

06/20 

'  07/01 

Galleta  grass 

Hija 

04/15 

06/15 

07/01 

08/20 

09/01 

Junegrass 

Kocr 

05/01 

05/31 

06/04 

06/20 

07/01 

Indian  ricegrass 

Orhy 

03/21 

05/20 

06/15 

08/10 

08/31 

Kentucky  bluegrass 

Popr 

03/15 

05/01 

05/15 

07/20 

09/01 

Sandberg  bluegrass 

Pose 

03/15 

05/15 

06/01 

07/25 

08/15 

Squirrel  tail 

Sihy 

03/28 

05/24 

06/15 

07/01 

07/15 

Alkali  sacaton 

Spai 

05/01 

07/20 

08/10 

09/08 

09/15 

Sand  dropseed 

Spcr 

05/01 

07/20 

08/10 

09/08 

09/15 

Needle-and-thread 

Stco 

04/15 

05/15 

07/01 

07/20 

08/01 

Sleepygrass 

Stro 

03/15 

04/29 

06/25 

07/01 

07/10 

Green  needlegrass 

Stvi 

03/15 

05/01 

06/25 

07/01 

07/15 

FORBS 

Arrowleaf 

balsamroot 

Basa 

05/15 

06/01 

07/01 

07/15 

07/15 

Yellow  sweetclover 

Meof 

03/22 

05/15 

05/25 

06/25 

07/15 

American  vetch 

Viam 

05/15 

06/01 

06/20 

07/02 

07/15 

SHRUBS 

Common  serviceberry 

Amal 

05/06 

05/28 

06/01 

10/15 

10/30 

Black  sagebrush 

Arno 

04/20 

07/10 

08/15 

09/15 

09/30 

Big  sagebrush 

Artr 

04/20 

07/10 

08/15 

09/15 

10/10 

Fourwing  saltbush 

Atca 

05/01 

06/15 

07/01 

08/01 

10/01 

Shadscale 

Atco 

03/21 

07/09 

08/14 

09/05 

09/30 

Mat  saltbush 

Atcr 

05/01 

06/15 

07/31 

08/01 

10/01 

Nuttall  saltbush 

Atnu 

05/01 

06/15 

07/01 

08/01 

10/01 

True  mountain 

mahogany 

Cemo 

05/15 

06/15 

07/20 

08/15 

09/10 

Rubber  rabbitbrush 

Chna 

04/15 

06/20 

07/20 

11/10 

11/20 

Winterfat 

Eula 

03/22 

05/15 

05/25 

06/25 

08/01 

Bitterbrush 

Putr 

04/15 

06/01 

06/15 

07/10 

09/01 

Gambel  oak 

Quga 

05/10 

05/23 

06/08 

10/15 

10/30 

Mountain  snowberry 

Syor 

05/10 

05/28 

06/01 

10/15 

10/30 
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Description  of  Proposed  Action 


Chapter  1 


Under  custodial  management,  "The  authorized 
livestock  grazing  use  shall  not  exceed  the 
livestock  grazing  capacity  and  shall  be  limited  or 
excluded  to  the  extent  necessary  to  achieve  the 
management  objectives  established  for  the  area" 
(Federal  Register  July  28,  1976,  p.  31507).  There- 
fore, the  kind  and  number  of  livestock,  the 
seasons  of  use,  and  the  grazing  areas  to  be  used 
would  be  specified.  Custodial  management  would 
also  include  trespass  control. 

Range  users  (allottees)  would  be  required  to 
continue  maintenance  of  existing  range  improve- 
ments on  NRL  in  a  serviceable  condition.  The  al- 
lottees would  be  allowed  to  construct  new  range 
improvements  on  NRL  with  prior  approval  from 
BLM. 

Elimination  of  Grazing 

Elimination  of  grazing  is  proposed  for  nine  al- 
lotments (covering  3,020  acres,  1  percent  of  NRL 
in  the  ES  area)  because  the  areas  involved  are  too 
steep,  are  inaccessible,  or  have  other  high-priority 
resource  values  or  because  range  users  in  the  area 
affected  by  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  Dallas 
Creek  project  have  voluntarily  relinquished  their 
privileges. 

Elimination  of  grazing  would  be  accomplished 
by  relinquishment  or  cancellation  of  grazing  use 
and  would  be  enforced  through  supervision  and 
trespass  control.  Table  1-5  lists  the  allotments 
proposed  for  elimination  of  grazing  and  shows  the 
acres  of  NRL  involved  and  the  AUMs  to  be 
eliminated. 

Continuation  of  Unallotted  Status 

Forty-five  units,  totaling  13,550  acres  (3  percent 
of  NRL  in  the  ES  area),  are  not  committed  to 
livestock  grazing.  Under  the  proposed  action  they 
would  retain  their  unallotted,  no-grazing  status. 
Supervision  would  be  limited  to  trespass  control. 

Benefit/Cost  Analysis 

Benefit/cost  (B/C)  analysis  has  been  done  for 
128  of  the  152  allotments  under  the  proposed  ac- 
tion. The  exceptions  are  the  9  allotments 
scheduled  for  elimination  of  grazing,  the  1  trailing 
allotment,  and  the  14  allotments  on  which  AMPs 
have  been  implemented  or  approved  for  imple- 
mentation (see  tables  1-4  and  1-5).  The  56  allot- 
ments with  AMPs  all  show  a  favorable  B/C  ratio, 
as  do  3  custodial  allotments.  The  remaining  69  al- 
lotments, all  proposed  for  custodial  management, 
show  a  B/C  ratio  of  less  than  1/1.  Table  1-8  sum- 


marizes the  B/C  analysis.  The  complete  B/C 
analyses  are  available  for  review  at  the  Montrose 
District  Office. 

Table  1-8. — Benefit/cost  analysis  summary 


Benefit/cost  with  AMPS 
1/1  to  2/1 

28 

Benefit/cost  without  AMPs 
greater  than  1/1 


Benefit/cost  with  AMPs 
greater  than  2/1 

28 

Benefit/cost  without  AMPs 
less  than  1/1 

69 


Trespass  Control 

The  proposed  action  would  include  a  vigorous 
program  for  trespass  control.  Constant  surveil- 
lance must  be  made  to  ensure  that  the  proper 
numbers  of  livestock  are  run  in  the  right  areas  of 
use  at  the  proper  times.  This  would  ensure  proper 
knowledge  that  the  grazing  systems  are  being  ad- 
hered to  and  provide  actual  use  information  to 
evaluate  properly  the  effectiveness  of  the  grazing 
systems. 
Additional  Positions 

It  is  assumed  that  the  following  four  additional 
full-time  positions  would  be  provided:  a  range 
conservationist,  a  range  technician,  a  wildlife 
technician,  and  an  engineering  technician.  Addi- 
tional temporary  positions  may  be  needed  on  a 
year-to-year  basis. 
Implementation 

Of  the  70  AMPs  analyzed  in  this  ES,  2  have 
been  in  effect  for  periods  up  to  ten  years  (5516 
Piney  and  5521  Highway  90);  6  were  implemented 
in  fiscal  year  1975  (4007  Sawmill  Mesa,  4012 
Canal,  4013  Ben  Lowe,  4503  Stingley  Gulch,  4528 
Oak  Ridge,  and  4537  Young's  Peak);  and  an  addi- 
tional 6  have  been  approved  and  are  in  the 
process  of  being  implemented  (4006  Dry  Mesa, 
4008  25  Mesa,  4502  Surface  to  Leroux,  4529 
Reynolds  Creek,  4530  McDonald  Mesa,  and  4549 
Dry  Creek).  (Refer  to  table  1-9.) 

The  remaining  56  AMPs  would  be  implemented 
during  an  eight-year  time  period,  beginning  in  the 
year  following  completion  of  the  ES  (1978).  The 
schedule  is  based  on  an  analysis  of  predicted  in- 
creases in  funds  and  manpower.  Proposed  trailing 
use,  custodial  management,  and  elimination  of 
grazing  would  be  implemented  the  year  following 
completion  of  the  ES.  (The  schedule  of  implemen- 
tation is  shown  on  table  1-9.) 
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TABLE  1-9 
IMPLEMENTATION  SCHEDULE 


Already  Implemented 

AMPs 

Year 

1  (1978)  cont. 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

5039 

Onion  Valley 

4012  Canal 

5045 

Black  Bullet 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

5046 

Big  Gulch 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

5049 

Smith  Fork 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

5050 

Allen  Reservoir 

4537  Young's  Peak 

5503 

Green 

5516  Piney 

5505 

Transfer 

5521  Highway  90 

5511 

Shavano  Mesa 

5512 

Franklin  Mesa 

Existing  AMPs  Being 

Implemented 

5513 
5518 

Dry  Creek  Basin 

in  1977 

Dave  Wood 

4006  Dry  Mesa 

5532 

Burro  Ridge 

4008  25  Mesa 

5533 

Onion  Lakes 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux 

5534 

Shin  Park 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

5545 

Henshaw 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

5552 

Dallas 

4549  Dry  Creek 

5553 

Fisher  Creek 

5555 

Taylor  Draw 

5556 

Burro  Creek 

Year  1  (1978) 

5557 

Alkali 

4011  Lower  Roubideau 

Canyon 

5559 

South  Fork 

4014  Joker 

5560 

Cookie  Tree 

4501  Milk  Creek 

5566 

Cow  Creek 

4505  Juniper  Knob 

5569 

Hairpin 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

5572 

McKenzie  Creek 

4514  Upper  Terror  Creek 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

Year 

2  (1979) 

4535  Home  Place 

4536  West  Young's  Peak 
4538  Missouri  Flats 
5022  Rabbit  Gulch 
5029  Spring  Gulch 
5033  Pinyon  Springs 

5035  Phillips 

5036  Big  Gulch 

5037  Black  Mesa 


4002  Lower  Escalante 
4005  Fall  Cabin 
4540  North  Saddle  Peak 
5536  South  Canal 
5538  Rock  Ditch 

5543  Waugh 

5544  Kelly 

5546  Water  Dog  Basin 

5547  Slagle  Pass 


Note:  This  implementation  schedule  assumes  availability  of  funds 
as  appropriated  by  Congress  and  achievement  of  additional  positions 
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TABLE  1-9 
IMPLEMENTATION  SCHEDULE  (cont.) 


Year  2  (1979)  cont. 

5548  Washboard  Rock 

5549  High  Park 
5563  Moonshine  Park 
5568  Baldy 

Year  3  (1980) 
4507  Jay  Creek 
4511  Overland 

4516  North  Fork 

4517  Coal  Gulch 
5020  Black  Ridge 

5507  Pipeline 

5508  Government  Springs 
5542  Bosgal 

Year  4  (1981) 

4024  Dirty  George 
4504  Leroux  Creek 
4527  Jumbo  Mountain 
4532  McDonald  Ranch 
5502  Sandy  Wash 
5504  Roatcap 

5517  Spring  Creek  Canyon 
5520  Lower  Horsefly 
5522  Beaver  Hill 
5530  Billy  Creek 

Year  5  (1982) 
4010  Monitor  Mesa 
4525  Anthracite  Creek 

5010  Dead  Horse 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

5012  Cedar  Point 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

5014  Poison  Spring 

5015  Grizzly  Gulch 

Year  6  (1983) 
4001  Dominguez 
4022  Petrie  Mesa 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon 


Year  6  (1983)  cont. 

4512  East  Roatcap 

5016  Black  Canyon 

5017  Green  Mountain 
5529  Log  Hill 

Year  7  (1984) 

4016  Wells  Gulch 

4017  Alkali  Flats 
4021  Point  Creek 
4506  Oak  Mesa 

4513  Stevens  Gulch 
4520  Spring  Creek 
5008  Brush  Point 
5509  Coal  Creek 
5540  Dry  Gulch 

Year  8  (1985) 

5002  Dedication  Site 

5003  Selig  Canal 

5027  Adobe 

5028  Doug  Creek 
5030  Bostwick  Park 
5523  Horsefly 
5525  Dry  Creek 
5570  Cedar 
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Description  of  Proposed  Action 


Chapter  1 


Proposed  Improvements 

The  development  of  thirteen  different  types  of 
range  improvements  would  be  required  in  order  to 
implement  the  AMPs:  fences,  boundary  markers, 
cattleguards,  stock  trails,  pipelines,  water  taps, 
vertical  wells,  horizontal  wells,  springs,  rainfall 
catchments,  reservoirs,  water  storage  tanks,  and 
water  troughs.  In  addition,  rangeland  vegetation 
conversion  by  chaining  and  reseeding,  interseed- 
ing,  or  contour  furrowing  and  reseeding  is 
proposed.  These  projects  were  identified  in  the 
URAs  developed  for  the  ES  area  and  later 
developed  in  the  AMPs. 

Table  1-10  identifies  the  range  improvements 
for  each  allotment  or  allotment  subunit.  Table 
1-11  summarizes  the  cost  of  improvements  by 
unit.  Maps  1-1  and  1-2,  enclosed  in  a  packet  that 
accompanies  this  ES,  show  the  existing  range  im- 
provements and  the  proposed  range  improve- 
ments. 

Maintenance 

Each  year  water  developments  would  be 
periodically  inspected  to  ensure  that  they  are  in 
usable  condition,  and  preventative  maintenance 
would  be  performed  as  needed.  Fence  main- 
tenance would  be  carried  out  at  five-year  inter- 
vals. Any  repairs  requiring  actual  reconstruction 
of  an  improvement  would  be  done  by  BLM.  Nor- 
mal operational  or  preventative  maintenance 
required  annually  or  more  frequently  would  be 
performed  by  the  individual  allottees. 

General  Design  Features 

The  following  four  design  features  would  be 
followed  when  range  improvements  are  con- 
structed in  the  ES  area: 

1.  Archeological  investigation  would  be 
required  for  all  project  sites  prior  to  new  con- 
struction. 

2.  Disturbed  area  at  all  project  sites  would  be 
held  to  an  absolute  minimum  by  pre-construc- 
tion  job  layout  and  by  supervision  during  con- 
struction. 

3.  Neither  temporary  nor  permanent  trails  or 
roads  would  be  constructed  to  fence  sites, 
water  developments,  or  vegetation  conversion 
sites. 

4.  In  order  to  replace  ground  cover  on  the 
sites,  all  disturbed  areas  would  be  reseeded 
with  a  mixture  of  native  or  introduced  species 
by  the  fall  of  the  year  that  the  improvement  is 
constructed. 


Fences 

Fence  construction  would  involve  the  following 
steps: 

1.  The  fence  lines  would  be  surveyed  with  the 
survey  being  tied  to  a  known  reference  point 
(section  corners). 

2.  Stretch  panels  (two  to  three  wooden  posts 
approximately  6  feet  apart  with  wooden  braces 
between  each  post)  would  be  constructed  at 
each  quarter-mile  point  along  the  lines  (barbed 
wire  comes  in  quarter-mile  lengths). 

3.  The  top  wire  would  be  unrolled  and 
stretched  between  the  panels. 

4.  The  steel  posts  would  be  driven  approxi- 
mately 16.5  feet  apart. 

5.  The  remaining  wires  would  be  unrolled  and 
stretched  between  the  panels. 

6.  The  wires  would  be  attached  to  each  post 
at  a  specified  spacing  (see  design  features 
below). 

7.  Where  called  for,  steel-wire  stays  would  be 
placed  between  each  post. 

Each  of  these  operations  would  normally  require  off- 
road  vehicular  traffic  along  the  fence  (five  to  ten 
trips). 

In  addition,  the  following  design  features  would 
be  followed: 

1.  Gray-colored  steel  posts  would  be  used  in 
constructing  fences  so  that  the  posts  would 
blend  into  the  landscape. 

2.  Where  fences  cross  existing  roads,  either 
gates  or  cattleguards  would  be  installed.  (All 
cattleguards  would  have  gates  alongside,  as 
described  under  Cattleguards  below.)  Use  of 
cattleguards  was  determined  by  traffic  density; 
the  number  and  location  (by  allotment)  of  cat- 
tleguards needed  under  the  proposed  action  are 
identified  in  table  1-10. 

3.  All  new  fences  would  have  at  least  one 
gate  every  mile  and  gates  in  every  right-angle 
corner. 

4.  Only  hand  clearing  of  the  right-of-way 
would  be  allowed.  The  fence  would  be  attached 
to  living  trees  by  placing  a  4-foot  section  of  a 
2-by-6-inch  board  between  the  tree  and  the 
wire. 

5.  Division  fences  (pasture  and  boundary) 
would  be  built  with  barbed  wire,  except  on  an- 
telope range  where  the  bottom  strand  would  be 
smooth  wire  to  allow  for  movement  of  big 
game.  (A  total  of  20  miles  of  antelope  fence  are 
proposed     on     three     allotments — 4017     Alkali 
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TABLE  1-11 
PROPOSED  IMPROVEMENTS:  SUMMATION  OF  DATA 


Range  Improvement 

Unit 

Total 

Cost  Per  Unit  ($) 

Fences 

Mi. 

180 

2,390/mi. 

Boundary  Markers 

No. 

112 

5/ea. 

Cattleguards 

No. 

12 

1,435/ea. 

Corrals 

No. 

1 

2,000/ea. 

Stock  Bridges 

No. 

1 

2,000/ea. 

Stock  Trails 

Mi. 

6 

690/mi . 

Water  Developments: 

Pi  pel ines 

Mi. 

139 

2,415/mi. 

Water  Taps 

No. 

4 

750/ ea. 

Vertical  Wells 

No. 

18 

14,830/ea. 

Horizontal  Wells 

No. 

1 

14,830/ea. 

Storage  Tanks 

No. 

23 

2,915/ea. 

Catchments 

No. 

1 

16,000/ea. 

Reservoirs 

No. 

86 

1,000/ea. 

Springs 

No. 

29 

800/ ea. 

Troughs 

No. 

300 

200/ ea. 

Vegetation  Conversion: 

Chaining  &  Seeding 

Ac. 

20,880 

15/ac. 

Interseeding 

Ac. 

8,665 

10/ac. 

Contour  Furrows 

Ac. 

1,250 

30/ac. 

Note:  Information  on  acres  disturbed  and  total  cost  by  project 
component  can  be  found  under  Assumptions  and  Analysis  Guideline 
at  the  beginning  of  chapter  3. 
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Description  of  Proposed  Action 


Chapter  1 


Flats,  4024  Dirty  George,  and  4025  Ward 
Creek-Doughspoon.)  Fences  may  consist  of 
three  or  four  strands,  as  determined  by  need 
and  identified  in  the  AMPs. 

6.  For  three-wire  fences,  the  following  spac- 
ing would  be  used  for  the  fence  wires:  bottom 
wire,  16  inches  above  the  ground,  and  top  wire, 
38  inches  above  the  ground. 

7.  For  four-strand  fences,  the  following  spac- 
ing   would    be    used:    bottom    wire,    16   inches 
above  the  ground;  second  wire,  26  inches;  third 
wire,  36  inches;  and  top  wire,  48  inches. 
Figures  1-2  and  1-3  illustrate  typical  fences. 

Boundary  Markers 

Boundary  markers  would  be  used  to  identify 
unfenced  allotment  and  pasture  boundaries.  These 
allotments  would  be  grazed  by  sheep  controlled 
by  herders,  and  the  boundary  markers  would  pro- 
vide the  herders  with  specific  instructions  as  to 
which  pastures  would  be  rested  and  which 
pastures  would  be  grazed. 

Steel  posts,  measuring  5.5  feet,  with  a  6-by-8 
inch  marker,  would  be  driven  into  the  ground  on 
the  boundaries  (see  figure  1-4).  The  distance 
between  posts  would  be  based  on  line  of  sight, 
but  would  not  exceed  0.25  mile.  These  markers 
would  be  installed  by  BLM  employees  accom- 
panied by  the  range  user. 

Cattleguards 

Cattleguard  construction  would  involve  the  ex- 
cavation of  a  hole  approximately  8  feet  wide,  1 1 
feet  long,  and  24  inches  deep.  A  precast  concrete 
base  or  treated  timber  base  would  be  set  into  the 
excavation,  and  earth  would  be  backfilled  and 
compacted  around  it  so  that  a  pit  would  remain  in 
the  middle  of  the  base.  A  metal  grid — with 
openings  large  enough  to  keep  animals  from  walk- 
ing across,  but  small  enough  to  allow  vehicles  to 
drive  over — would  be  set  onto  the  base  so  that 
the  grid  would  not  move.  Cattleguards  would  be 
painted  a  color  that  would  blend  with  the  sur- 
rounding landscape.  (See  figure  1-5.) 

A  gate  would  be  placed  to  one  side  of  the  cat- 
tleguard to  allow  movement  of  livestock  through 
the  fence.  In  addition,  extremely  heavy  loads  or 
wide  loads  could  be  taken  through  the  gate  rather 
than  over  the  cattleguards,  which  would  be  built 
with  a  15-  to  20-ton  limit. 


Stock  Trails 

To  provide  livestock  access  to  inaccessible 
areas  and  to  facilitate  pasture  moves  of  livestock, 
6  miles  of  stock  trails  would  be  constructed.  The 
trails  would  be  constructed  with  a  crawler  tractor, 
along  lines  flagged  by  an  engineer  to  the  grade 
desired  and  an  average  width  of  8  feet.  All  trails 
would  have  waterbars  and  turnouts  for  runoff. 
They  would  be  closed  to  vehicular  traffic  by 
waterbars  at  each  end.  All  disturbed  areas,  includ- 
ing the  trail  itself,  would  be  seeded  with  grass  to 
stabilize  the  soil.  The  seeding  would  be  carried 
out  the  fall  following  construction. 

Pipelines 

Pipelines  (see  figure  1-6)  would  be  needed  to 
carry  water  from  a  source  (well,  stream,  spring, 
reservoir,  or  catchment)  to  an  area  where  water  is 
not  now  available  to  livestock. 

For  a  pipeline,  1.25-inch  diameter  plastic  pipe 
(125  pounds  per  square  inch)  would  be  used.  The 
pipe-laying  device  would  be  a  "ripper  tooth," 
mounted  on  a  tractor.  The  tooth  would  be  less 
than  4  inches  wide  with  a  forward  curve  which 
would  help  hold  the  end  of  the  tooth  at  the 
desired  depth.  A  shoe  of  3  to  4  inches  in  diameter 
would  be  welded  to  the  backside  of  the  ripper 
tooth  and  would  curve  outward  from  the  tractor. 
A  pipe  roll  holder  would  be  mounted  on  the  trac- 
tor and  the  pipe  would  be  threaded  through  the 
pipe  shoe  on  the  ripper  tooth. 

The  pipe  would  normally  be  laid  from  18  to  30 
inches  under  the  ground,  depending  upon  where 
rock  was  found.  The  end  of  the  plastic  pipe  would 
be  anchored,  and  the  tractor  would  lower  the 
ripper  tooth,  move  forward,  and  feed  the  pipe 
into  the  ripped  channel.  As  the  tractor  moves  for- 
ward, the  earth  would  settle  back  around  the  pipe 
so  that  a  visible  rise  of  4  inches  or  less,  with  a 
varying  width  (generally  less  than  2  feet),  would 
be  the  only  remaining  disturbance  except  for  the 
tracks  made  by  the  tractor.  In  some  instances,  a 
backhoe  trencher  or  blasting  would  be  used  to 
prepare  the  trench  for  the  pipeline.  Construction 
would  be  by  contract. 

For  pipeline  installations,  no  right-of-way  clear- 
ing or  road  construction  would  be  permitted  ex- 
cept for  the  removal  of  an  occasional  tree  that 
could  not  be  bypassed. 

Vertical  Wells 

Vertical  wells  (see  figure  1-7)  would  be  con- 
structed by  drilling  a  hole  with  a  cable  tool  or  ro- 
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Figure   1—4     Boundary  Marker 
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Figure    1-5.         Cattleguord 
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tary  drill  to  a  diameter  ranging  from  4  to  8  inches 
and  to  a  depth  ranging  from  100  to  800  feet.  Each 
well  would  be  cased  to  prevent  cave-ins  and 
water  contamination  from  surface  runoff.  Well 
sites  would  be  fenced;  the  enclosures,  however, 
would  not  exceed  0.5  acre.  Well  drilling  would  be 
contracted.  Equipment  would  reach  job  sites  over 
existing  roads. 

Various  types  of  pumps  would  be  used  to  bring 
water  to  the  surface:  windmills,  submersible 
pumps,  and  jack  piston  pumps.  (A  maximum  of 
fifteen  windmills  would  be  used.)  Power  sources 
for  the  powered  pumps  would  be  electricity, 
diesel  fuel,  gasoline,  or  compressed  gas.  Electrici- 
ty would  be  used  only  when  a  well  site  is  located 
at  a  power  line. 

Horizontal  Well 

Development  of  the  horizontal  well  would  con- 
sist of  drilling  horizontally  with  a  specially  con- 
structed rotary  drill,  then  casing  and  sealing  the 
drilled  hole.  Debris  consisting  of  small  rock  chips 
and  sand  would  be  spread  on  the  ground  surface. 
Equipment  would  reach  the  job  sites  over  existing 
roads  and  trails.  Water  from  the  developed  well 
would  be  piped  to  a  watering  trough  for  use.  This 
water  development  is  well  suited  to  low-yield 
springs  and  areas  with  suspected  aquifers  (water- 
bearing rocks)  but  no  surface  water.  (A  typical 
horizontal  well  is  illustrated  in  figure  1-8.) 

Springs 

Normal  spring  development  procedure  would  be 
to  excavate  a  hole  with  a  backhoe.  The  hole 
would  usually  be  5  feet  by  5  feet  by  5  feet.  A  ver- 
tical perforated  pipe  would  be  inserted  and  would 
function  as  a  collection  box.  Water  would  be 
piped  in  a  small-diameter  (generally  1.25  inches) 
plastic  pipe  from  the  box  to  the  trough.  For  sites 
where  the  water  seeps  from  a  larger  area,  the 
gathering  devices  would  be  perforated  pipes 
horizontally  trenched  in  the  seep.  Water  would  be 
moved  by  pipe  from  the  gathering  device  to  a  ver- 
tical headbox  from  which  it  would  be  piped  into 
the  trough.  Equipment  would  reach  the  job  site 
over  existing  roads  or  trails.  (A  typical  spring 
development  is  shown  in  figure  1-9.) 

The  following  design  features  would  be  fol- 
lowed for  spring  development: 

1.   Actual  development  work  on  and  around 

the   spring  would   be  done   with   hand   tools  as 

much  as  possible. 


2.  Where  machinery  is  needed,  a  backhoe 
mounted  on  a  rubber-tired  tractor  would  be 
used.  At  no  time  would  a  dozer,  front-end 
loader,  or  scraper  be  used. 

3.  When  the  work  is  completed,  the  work 
area  would  be  cleared  of  all  trash  and  damaged 
or  excess  material,  which  would  be  taken  to  a 
refuse  disposal  site. 

4.  All  cuts,  fill,  and  excavations  would  be 
dressed  and  blended  with  surrounding  area. 

5.  All  disturbed  areas  with  mineral  soil  show- 
ing would  be  seeded  or  planted  with  native 
grass  or  brush  to  blend  with  the  undisturbed 
area. 

6.  Wet  areas  around  springs  would  be 
retained  by  permitting  some  water  flow  at  the 
site.  This  would  be  accomplished  by  installing 
an  overflow  on  the  headbox,  which  would  drain 
into  a  sump  constructed  near  the  spring  source. 

7.  All  spring  sources  would  be  fenced. 

If  the  spring  did  not  produce  sufficient  water  to 
furnish  a  continuous  supply  of  water  for  the 
number  of  animals  drinking,  a  storage  tank  would 
be  placed  between  the  gathering  box  and  the 
drinking  facility.  The  size  of  the  storage  tank 
would  be  determined  by  the  capacity  of  the 
spring,  gallons  required  per  day,  and  the  number 
of  days'  supply  needed  for  the  safety  of  the 
animals  (calculated  as  10  gallons  per  day  per  cow, 
3  gallons  per  day  per  sheep,  and  12  gallons  per 
day  per  horse).  Water  would  be  maintained  May 
through  October. 

Rainfall  Catchments 

Catchments  (see  figure  1-10)  would  consist  of  a 
collection  area  made  from  an  impervious  material 
designed  to  collect  rainfall  or  located  on  natural 
slick  rock  (geologic)  formations,  a  storage  facility, 
and  pipelines  to  a  drinking  facility  for  the  animals. 

The  size  of  the  collection  area  and  the  storage 
facility  would  be  determined  by  average  annual 
rainfall  and  water  requirements.  For  example,  a 
100-foot-square  collection  area  that  would  receive 
a  9-inch  annual  average  rainfall  would  yield 
56,200  gallons  of  water  per  year.  Each  job  would 
be  designed  for  the  needs  of  the  specific  site.  A 
fence,  generally  enclosing  1  acre  or  less,  would  be 
constructed  around  the  water  collection  area  and 
the  storage  bag  in  order  to  exclude  livestock  and 
big  game. 

The  storage  facility  would  usually  be  a  large 
butyl  rubber  bag,  placed  in  an  earthen  pit  (cradle) 
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which  had  been  dug  and  shaped  with  a  track-type 
tractor  and  cleared  of  any  objects  that  could 
puncture  the  bag.  The  cradle  for  a  50,000  gallon 
storage  bag  would  be  less  than  150  feet  by  150 
feet,  with  earthen  banks  approximately  3  feet  high 
on  all  four  sides  to  support  the  bag  and  prevent 
it  from  moving. 

The  trench  for  the  pipeline  to  the  watering 
trough  would  normally  be  dug  by  backhoe  and 
then  backfilled  after  the  pipe  was  inserted. 

All  vegetation  scraped  from  the  water  collecting 
area  and  the  bag  cradle  would  be  scattered  around 
the  construction  site.  Reseeding  would  be  done  on 
all  disturbed  areas.  Construction  equipment  would 
reach  the  site  on  existing  roads  and  trails. 

Earthen  Reservoirs 

Detention  reservoirs  (see  figure  1-11)  would  im- 
pound water  throughout  the  year  for  livestock 
use.  Water  storage  capacity  would  range  from  0.5 
acre-foot  to  1  acre-foot  (approximately  163,350  to 
326,700  gallons  per  reservoir). 

Construction  of  the  reservoir  would  involve 
digging  a  keyway  and  backfilling  with  compacted 
impervious  material.  Repeated  layers  of  fill 
material  would  then  be  added  as  the  impervious 
core  is  built  up.  Fill  materials  would  come  from 
the  impoundment  area  (pool  areas)  or  a  borrow 
area.  Topsoil  would  be  stockpiled  close  to  the 
borrow  pits  and  would  be  used  to  rehabilitate  the 
pits.  Bentonite  would  be  used  to  seal  the  reservoir 
to  stop  seepage.  Construction  equipment  would 
reach  the  sites  over  existing  roads  or  trails;  no 
new  roads  would  be  constructed.  Construction 
would  be  by  contract. 

The  reservoir  area  would  be  fenced  to  exclude 
livestock;  the  average  fenced  area  would  be  less 
than  300  feet  by  300  feet.  The  reservoir  would 
have  a  pipe  installed  under  the  dam  during  con- 
struction to  allow  water  to  be  drawn  off  and 
piped  to  a  trough  for  livestock  use. 

Water  Storage  Tanks 

Storage  facilities  would  be  placed  at  predeter- 
mined areas,  and  a  pipeline  would  be  attached  to 
them.  These  facilities  would  be  made  out  of  metal 
and  painted  a  color  that  would  blend  with  the  sur- 
rounding landscape.  Their  size  would  be  deter- 
mined by  the  number  of  animals  requiring  water 
from  the  source;  generally,  the  tanks  would  mea- 
sure 15  to  30  feet  in  diameter  and  6  to  12  feet 
high.  Construction  would  be  contracted.  Equip- 
ment would  be  brought  to  the  site  over  existing 


roads  or  trails.  (Figure  1-12  shows  a  typical  water 
tank.) 

Water  Troughs 

The  water  troughs  would  be  round  tanks  or 
rectangular  metal  boxes  of  varying  lengths  as- 
sociated with  the  proposed  water  supply  develop- 
ments (see  figure  1-13).  The  size  of  each  trough 
would  be  determined  by  the  number  of  animals 
expected  to  drink  from  it  at  one  time.  Generally, 
wooden  posts,  partially  buried  in  the  ground  in  a 
wooden  frame  around  the  trough,  would  be  used 
to  steady  the  trough.  Equipment  would  be  brought 
to  the  job  site  over  existing  roads  or  trails. 

The  following  design  features  would  be  met  on 
all  troughs  that  would  be  installed  in  the  ES  area: 

1 .  Ramps  would  be  provided  in  each  water 
trough  to  allow  animals  and  birds  to  escape. 

2.  The  top  of  the  water  trough  would  not  be 
higher  than  2  feet  above  the  ground,  to  allow 
antelope  and  deer  fawns  to  water. 

3.  Water  would  be  maintained  in  all  troughs 
between  May  1  and  October  30  each  year 
where  water  is  available. 

4.  Overflow  discharge  would  be  a  minimum 
of  50  feet  from  the  watering  facility. 

5.  Overflow  areas  would  be  fenced. 

Chaining  and  Reseeding 

A  heavy  (90  pounds  per  link)  ship's  anchor 
chain  would  be  attached  between  two  crawler 
tractors  and  dragged  through  mature  or  decadent, 
closed  canopy  pinyon-juniper  stands,  knocking 
down  and  uprooting  the  trees.  After  the  initial 
one-way  chaining,  aircraft  would  be  used  to  seed 
the  area  with  suitable  grasses  and  forbs.  A  second 
chaining  in  the  opposite  direction  would  then  be 
applied.  This  rechaining  would  ensure  tree  kill, 
break  up  the  debris  into  smaller  pieces,  and  cover 
the  seed.  Equipment  would  reach  the  job  sites 
over  existing  roads  or  trails. 

Chaining  would  be  done  in  the  fall  before  the 
ground  freezes,  so  that  the  adapted  grass  and 
browse  species  can  be  properly  seeded.  Pastures 
which  contain  chained  areas  would  be  rested  from 
grazing  for  two  full  growing  seasons  after  chain- 
ing to  allow  for  establishment  of  the  seedlings. 

Areas  to  be  chained  would  be  carefully 
designed  so  that  straight  line  effects  would  not  be 
left,  and  chainings  would  conform  as  nearly  as 
possible  to  the  surrounding  terrain.  Scenic  strips 
about  200  feet  wide  would  be  left  along  roads  to 
screen  the  chained  areas  from  view.  Leave  strips 


1-39 


IMPERVIOUS   CORE 
(BENTONITE) 


Figure     1-11.      Typicol     Reservoir 


GRAVEL   OR    CONCRETE   BASE 
6  "to  12"  DEPTH 


Figure    1-12.     Typicol     Woter    Took 


1-40 


SCREEN  RAMP  FOR   BIRDS  a 
SMALL   ANIMALS    a  TO 
PROTECT    INLET  VALVE 


Figure     1-13.  Water      Trough 


1-41 


Description  of  Proposed  Action 


Chapter  1 


about  100  yards  wide  would  be  left  for  wildlife 
cover  and  protection,  and  runs  or  steep  drainages 
would  be  left  unchained.  Buffer  strips  about  200 
feet  wide  would  be  left  along  streams.  (Figure  1- 
14  shows  a  typical  pinyon-juniper  site  before 
chaining;  figure  1-15  shows  a  typical  chained 
area.) 

Interseeding 

Interseeding  involves  drilling  grass  and  legume 
seeds  into  an  existing  vegetative  stand  with  a  ran- 
geland  drill.  The  site  is  generally  a  sagebrush 
stand  with  mostly  bare  ground  in  the  interspaces. 
Although  some  brush  is  uprooted  in  the  operation, 
most  of  it  survives.  The  interseeding  would  be 
done  in  the  fall,  using  native  or  other  adapted 
species  of  grass  and  legumes.  The  treated  area 
would  then  be  rested  from  grazing  for  two  grow- 
ing seasons  by  resting  the  pasture  receiving  the 
treatment.  Equipment  would  be  brought  to  the  job 
site  over  existing  roads  or  trails.  (See  figures 
1-16,  1-17,  and  1-18.) 

Contour  Furrowing 

Contour  furrowing  is  done  with  a  disk  plow, 
usually  pulled  with  a  crawler  tractor  (see  figure 
1-19).  Plowing  would  be  on  the  contour,  opening 
a  shallow  trench  from  20  to  30  centimeters  in 
depth  and  50  to  75  centimeters  wide.  Trenches 
would  be  spaced  approximately  1.5  meters  apart. 
An  attached  apparatus  would  make  small  check 
dams  in  the  furrow  at  approximately  1.2  to  6.2 
meter  intervals.  Adapted  species  of  plants  would 
usually  be  seeded  at  the  same  time  because  of  the 
cover  removed  by  the  plow.  Equipment  would  be 
brought  to  the  job  site  by  existing  roads  or  trails. 

INTERRELATIONSHIPS 

This  section  provides  information  on  the  history 
and  background  of  the  ES  area  and  the  relation- 
ship between  the  proposed  action  and  BLM's 
planning  program,  including  the  energy  minerals 
program.  Also  included  are  projects  or  manage- 
ment practices  of  four  other  federal  or  state  agen- 
cies: U.S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation  (USBR),  U.S. 
Forest  Service  (USFS),  Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife 
(DOW),  and  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
(EPA). 

History  and  background 

BLM  published,  in  January  1975,  a  final  pro- 
grammatic ES  which  analyzed  the  impacts  of 
BLM's  livestock  grazing  management  program  on 


NRL  as  a  whole.  This  programmatic  ES  was  is- 
sued in  compliance  with  section  102(2)(c)  of  the 
National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  of 
1969  (42  USC  4327). 

In  October  1973,  several  conservation  groups 
filed  a  lawsuit  against  the  U.S.  Dept.  of  the  Interi- 
or in  Federal  District  Court  for  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  groups  argued  that  the  draft  pro- 
grammatic ES  did  not  comply  with  NEPA. 
Federal  Judge  Thomas  A.  Flannery  subsequently 
directed  the  parties  to  work  out  an  agreement  for 
the  completion  of  212  site-specific  ES's.  As  one 
result  of  this  ruling,  Montrose  District  Office  was 
directed  by  BLM  to  prepare  an  ES  on  its 
proposed  livestock  management  program  for  the 
Uncompahgre  Basin  Resource  Area  in  west  cen- 
tral Colorado  (see  figure  1-1). 

The  grazing  use  pattern  that  exists  today  in  the 
Uncompahgre  Basin  Resource  Area  has 
developed  over  a  period  of  about  100  years. 
Ranchers  move  livestock  from  lower  private  lands 
to  intermediate  lands  (NRL  and  private  land)  in 
the  spring;  then  to  higher  land,  usually  national 
forest  lands,  for  the  summer;  then  onto  NRL  in 
the  fall;  and  finally  back  onto  private  lands  before 
winter  to  utilize  regrowth  on  hay  fields  and  hay 
as  the  primary  sources  of  forage.  An  exception  to 
this  general  pattern  is  winter  sheep  use  of  NRL 
on  the  Uncompahgre  Plateau  and  other  areas. 

In  the  mid-1950's,  the  need  for  more  ap- 
propriate stocking  rates  for  individual  allotments 
became  obvious.  As  a  result,  range  surveys  or 
forage  inventories  were  initiated  on  several  graz- 
ing units  in  order  to  determine  proper  rates  for 
various  allotments.  These  surveys  continued  inter- 
mittently through  1968.  Stocking  rates  were 
reduced  on  very  few  allotments  of  the  ES  area 
and  only  with  the  complete  cooperation  of  the 
operator.  On  some  allotments,  stocking  rates  were 
negotiated  by  BLM  and  the  permittee  without  any 
range  survey  data. 

During  the  past  ten  years,  BLM  management 
policies  have  been  directed  toward  intensifying 
range  supervision  through  allotment  management 
plans,  adjusting  class  of  livestock,  livestock  num- 
bers, or  season  of  use  in  consideration  of  other 
resource  values. 

Planning  Goals 

There  is  a  direct  relationship  between  the 
proposed  action  and  BLM's  planning  process. 
This    planning    process    is    guided    by    the    basic 
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Figure  1-14.  Typical  pinyon-jimiper  site  before 
chaining.  Note  lack  of  herbaceous  cover  and  poor 
condition  of  browse  plants. 
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Figure  1-15.  Pinyon-juniper  chaining  on  the 
Uncompahgre  Plateau.  These  chainings  were  done 
prior  to  the  multiple-use  guidelines  for  size  of 
area  and  leave  strips. 
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Figure  1-16.  An  area  on  Sims  Mesa  prior  to  interseeding, 
Grass  species  made  up  less  than  2  percent  of  the  ground 
cover  before  seeding. 
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Figure  1-17.  Area  on  Sims  Mesa  immediately  after 
interseeding.  Drill  rows  can  be  seen  between  sagebrush 
plants.  Only  about  5  percent  of  sagebrush  is  killed 
from  this  operation. 
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Figure  1-18.  Interseeded  area  on  Sims  Mesa  two  years 
after  seedings  showing  the  increase  in  grasses.  Deer 
use  increased  greatly  after  seeding. 


Figure  1-19.  Contour  furrowing  machine  in  action. 
Note  the  seed  box  on  back  of  machine  for  seeding 
grasses,  forbs,  and  browse.  This  operation  is  used 
to  reduce  runoff  so  that  seedlings  can  become 
establ ished. 
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resource  inventory  data  called  unit  resource 
analyses  (URAs)  and  by  management  decisions 
developed  in  the  management  framework  plans 
(MFPs). 

The  URA  is  a  summarized  and  coordinated 
resource  inventory  prepared  in  the  detail  needed 
for  multiple-use  planning.  A  URA  is  prepared  on 
planning  units,  which  are  the  basic  geographic 
units  used  by  BLM  to  aggregate  resource  data. 
There  are  four  planning  units  in  the  ES  area: 
North  Fork-Alkali,  Escalante,  Cimarron,  and 
Gunnison  Gorge.  All  of  the  URAs,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Escalante  URA,  were  updated  in 
fiscal  year  1976.  The  URAs  developed  for  these 
four  planning  units  indicate  present  and  potential 
livestock  grazing  within  the  resource  area  (ES 
area).  Recommendations  and  decisions  necessary 
to  develop  such  proposals  were  subsequently 
worked  out  in  the  MFPs. 

The  MFP  is  the  planning  instrument  which 
establishes  coordinated  land  use  allocations  for  all 
resources  and  establishes  objectives  and  con- 
straints for  each  resource  and  support  activity. 
The  internal  multiple-use  planning  process  is 
based  upon  an  adversary  concept.  Each  resource 
activity  specialist  is  encouraged  to  identify  the 
full  potential  of  the  resources  in  the  specialist's 
area.  The  overlaps  and  conflicts  are  reconciled 
through  extensive  study  and  discussion,  including 
public  input.  The  major  objectives  established  by 
the  MFPs  for  the  key  resources  in  the  Uncompah- 
gre  Basin  planning  units  are  summarized  below. 

1.  Initiate  administrative  or  other  actions  to  further  stabilize 
the  livestock  industry  and  encourage  input  and  interest  in 
long-term  planning  and  management.  Upon  completion  of  an 
environmental  statement,  implement  79  AMPs  with  full  graz- 
ing systems  designed  around  the  key  species  concept  for  im- 
provement of  range  conditions.  Administrative  actions  on 
small  allotments  not  identified  for  AMPs  could  include  (I) 
change  in  class  of  livestock,  (2)  change  in  season  of  use, 
and  (3)  adjustment  in  use  where  applicable  to  improve  range 
condition,  meet  forage  production  goals,  and  aid  in  stabiliz- 
ing use.  Provide  forage  for  40,532  animal  unit  months  of 
Class  I  qualifications  on  a  sustained  yield  basis  in  the  Un- 
compahgre  Basin  Resource  Area. 

2.  Specific  recommendations  for  wildlife  are  as  follows: 

a.  Develop  grazing  management  systems. 

b.  Change  winter  grazing  of  livestock  to  spring-early  summer 
grazing  when  or  where  necessary  to  protect  wildlife  winter 
range. 

c.  Do  not  increase  livestock  pressure  during  fall,  winter,  or 
early  spring  on  those  browse  species  found,  by  the  invento- 
ry and  analysis,  to  be  critical  to  wildlife. 

d.  Determine  the  suitability  of  the  area  west  of  the  Gunnison 
River  for  antelope  range  and  the  influence  of  an  established 
herd  on  nearby  farms.  Maintain  close  liaison  with  Colorado 
Division  of  Game,  Fish,  and  Parks  (GF&P)  on  any  such 
proposals. 


e.  Design  all  fences  so  they  will  not  restrict  big  game  move- 
ments: 42  inches  maximum  height.  16  inches  bottom 
clearance. 

f.  The  recommendation  for  Western  Delta  County  is  to  main- 
tain a  status  quo  pending  forage  and  deer  herd  studies. 
These  recommendations  were  considered  by  the  staff  range 
specialist,  wildlife  biologist,  and  area  manager  when  deter- 
mining specific  objectives  for  each  AMP.  Their  purpose  was 
to  manage  the  unit  to  provide  high  quality  big  game  habitat 
for  deer,  antelope,  and  elk;  provide  habitat  for  maintenance 
of  present  population  of  upland  game  birds  and  improve 
habitat  for  waterfowl  populations;  protect  and  improve  game 
fish  habitat;  and  protect  and  enhance  habitat  for  threatened 
species. 

3.  For  watershed  (soil  and  water  resources)  reduce  the  current 
rate  of  accelerated  erosion  where  conditon  classes  are  worse 
than  slight.  Specific  recommendations  to  accomplish  this 
obective  are  (1)  coordinate  all  watershed  proposals  with 
other  activities,  (2)  apply  district  chaining  guidelines  to  all 
chainings,  leaving  islands  and  buffer  strips,  (3)  apply  vegeta- 
tive manipulation  or  other  watershed  tillage  to  approximate- 
ly 15,200  acres  of  NRL,  (4)  conduct  hydrologic,  soil,  and 
erosion  studies  throughout  the  area,  and  (5)  implement 
livestock  management  systems. 

4.  Recommendations  for  timber  resources  are  (1)  continue  the 
sale  of  woodland  products  when  it  does  not  adversely  affect 
other  resources  and  (2)  develop  plans  for  harvests  of  stand- 
ing trees  to  accommodate  and  enhance  other  values,  includ- 
ing such  things  as  hunter  campsites,  recreation  areas, 
watershed,  grazing,  wildlife  habitat,  and  access. 

5.  Allow  no  strip  or  auger  mining  on  new  leases  for  coal.  Ex- 
ploration and  mining  plans  are  reviewed  and  approved  by 
U.S.  Geological  Survey  and  BLM  prior  to  any  development. 
Exploration  and  mining  roads  will  be  located  so  as  to 
minimize  damage  to  valuable  watershed  areas,  water 
resources,  and  management  facilities.  (See  also  discussion  of 
BI.M  energy  minerals  program  below.) 

6.  For  recreation,  if  studies  and  hearings  indicate  that  the  Lit- 
tle Dominguez  area  is  suitable  for  primitive  status,  it  will  be 
managed  accordingly. 

7.  Specific  lands  objectives  necessary  to  coordinate  the  range 
activity  are  as  follows:  (I)  all  activity  plans,  including  AMPs 
should  dovetail  with  the  wildlife  analysis  in  order  to  protect 
and  maintain  all  possible  public  big  game  winter  ranges;  (2) 
acquire  GF&P  properties  along  Escalante  Creek  proper;  (3) 
consider  acquiring  GF&P  abandoned  waterfowl  areas  along 
the  Gunnison  River  to  protect  potential  public  values;  and 
(4)  plan  to  give  staff  support  to  establishment  of  Dominguez 
Primitive  Area. 

During  development  of  MFP  Step  II,  it  was 
found  that,  although  other  resource  objectives 
and  recommendations  required  placement  of  cer- 
tain constraints  and  tradeoffs  on  the  range 
management  objectives  and  recommendations, 
they  also  strongly  enforced  development  of  a 
sound  range  management  (livestock)  program: 

1 .  Watershed  objectives  called  for  the  lower- 
ing of  soil  surface  factor  (SSF)  and  decreasing 
the  amount  of  sediment  by  improving  livestock 
management  and  by  initiating  vegetation 
manipulations  (chainings,  watershed  tillage, 
etc.). 

2.  Wildlife  objectives  called  for  the  improve- 
ment of  mule  deer  habitat  by  combining  grazing 
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allotments  into  manageable  units  and  initiating 
rest  rotation  grazing  systems.  They  also  recom- 
mended that  the  imbalance  in  the  food-cover 
ratio  be  remedied  by  chaining  and  controlled 
burning.  Both  of  these  wildlife  objectives  are 
examples  of  recommendations  which  enforced 
range  management  objectives. 

3.  The  wildlife  recommendation  to  reserve  50 
percent  of  any  increase  in  forage  production  for 
wildlife  placed  a  constraint  on  livestock 
management  as  far  as  the  allocation  of  any  in- 
crease in  available  forage. 

4.  The  wildlife  recommendation  to  include  in 
all  seedings  a  mixture  of  shrubs  and  forbs  as 
well  as  grasses  was  incorporated  into  range 
management  and  watershed  recommendations. 

5.  The  wildlife  recommendation  prohibiting 
herbicidal  spraying  placed  a  constraint  on  the 
program  by  requiring  case  by  case  decisions  by 
the  area  manager  and  the  wildlife  biologist. 

6.  Wildlife  recommendations  for  fence  con- 
struction were  incorporated  into  both  watershed 
and  range  management  recommendations. 

7.  Visual  resource  management  recommenda- 
tions placed  constraints  on  the  size,  shape, 
design,  etc.,  of  any  vegetation  manipulations 
called  for  in  other  resource  recommendations. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  MFP,  by  definition, 
provides  fairly  broad  guidance  concerning  the  ap- 
propriate management  direction  and  constraints 
from  which  to  develop  a  more  detailed  plan  of  ac- 
tion. Specific  action  plans  for  resource  manage- 
ment involving  programs  such  as  range,  wildlife, 
soils,  watershed,  minerals,  cultural  resources,  and 
realty  management  on  national  resource  lands,  are 
developed  based  on  the  MFPs. 

The  activity  plans,  in  this  case,  arc  called  allot- 
ment management  plans  (AMPs).  The  following 
steps  were  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  AMPs 
for  the  ES  area: 

1.  Review  BLM  planning  data,  collect  and 
analyze  additional  resource  data  (e.g.  soils, 
water,  vegetation,  wildlife),  and  contact  range 
users. 

2.  Identify  resource  problems  (e.g.,  winter 
grazing  by  livestock  on  crucial  winter  range  for 
deer). 

3.  Establish  objectives  that  would  enhance 
the  resource  and  resolve  resource  problems. 

4.  Develop  a  grazing  system  that  would  ac- 
complish the  objectives. 


5.  Establish  the  location  for  range  improve- 
ments required  for  implementing  the  grazing 
system. 

6.  Develop  evaluation  procedures. 

After  the  AMPs  were  prepared,  a  B/C  analysis 
was  done  on  each  one,  as  discussed  under 
Benefit/Cost  Analysis  earlier  in  this  chapter.  In 
addition,  when  the  AMPs  are  implemented,  the 
evaluation  procedures  built  into  each  one  (step  6 
above)  would  also  be  initiated,  and  studies  would 
be  conducted  to  determine  the  effects  of  each 
grazing  system  (see  Study  and  Monitoring 
Procedures  in  chapter  4). 

BLM   Energy  Minerals  Program 

There  is  considerable  underground  coal  mining 
and  exploration  taking  place  on  NRL  in  the  North 
Fork  Valley.  Due  to  the  recognized  coal  potential 
in  this  area  and  along  Cimarron  Ridge,  there  is  an 
increasing  demand  for  new  leases  and  increasing 
activity  on  existing  leases.  An  ES  is  currently 
scheduled  to  start  in  October  1977  for  West  Cen- 
tral Colorado  coal  development  to  fully  assess  the 
impacts.  In  addition,  there  is  increasing  interest 
and  activity  in  claim  location  and  exploration  for 
uranium  in  the  Escalante  area,  west  of  the  Gun- 
nison River. 

The  impacts  of  mineral  development  cannot  be 
assessed  until  the  Energy  Minerals  Activity 
Recommendation  System  (EMARS)  program  has 
gone  through  the  planning  process,  and  more 
details  on  mining  and  marketing  are  available. 
However,  the  following  general  predictions  about 
coal  development  can  be  made.  There  will  be  no 
surface  mining;  it  will  all  be  underground  mining. 
Increased  development  of  the  mineral  resources 
in  the  area  will  result  in  the  construction  of  min- 
ing-associated facilities  (i.e.,  access  roads,  trans- 
mission lines,  water  lines,  waste  disposal  sites, 
etc.)  on  NRL.  Construction  of  these  facilities  will 
disturb  the  native  vegetation,  resulting  in  a  loss  of 
livestock  forage.  However,  all  permits  issued  will 
have  stipulations  requiring  rehabilitation  of  all 
disturbed  areas.  Through  this  mitigating  measure, 
most  disturbed  areas  will  be  restored  to  as  near 
their  original  condition  as  possible.  Therefore, 
should  coal  development  occur  as  expected  in  the 
next  20  to  30  years,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  total 
loss  of  livestock  forage  in  the  area  will  be  less 
than  I  percent. 
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Bureau  of  Reclamation 

Dominguez  Project 

The  Dominguez  project  is  a  USBR  irrigation 
and  hydroelectric  project  involving  approximately 
11,980  acres  of  NRL.  There  are  six  permittees 
with  six  allotments  (4001  Dominguez,  4002  Lower 
Escalante,  4006  Dry  Mesa,  4016  Wells  Gulch, 
4017  Alkali  Flats,  and  4516  North  Fork)  involved 
in  the  withdrawn  NRL  area.  The  project  is  in  the 
preliminary  planning  stage  and  had  not  been 
funded  as  of  March  1977.  Construction  of  the  pro- 
ject will  have  minimal  effect  upon  livestock  graz- 
ing in  the  affected  area. 

Dallas  Project 

The  Dallas  project  is  designed  to  meet  area 
needs  for  storage  of  irrigation,  domestic,  and  in- 
dustrial water.  The  USBR  is  currently  purchasing 
lands,  obtaining  easements,  and  preparing  con- 
tracts for  bid  on  this  project. 

Construction  of  the  Dallas  project  will  result  in 
the  cancellation  of  grazing  permits  on  eight  allot- 
ments, totaling  2,410  acres,  with  a  loss  of  215 
AUMs  of  livestock  forage  (see  table  1-12).  These 
allotments  are  part  of  the  elimination  of  grazing 
component  of  the  proposed  action. 

Table  1-12. — Allotments  on  which  grazing  would  be  eliminated  due 
to  proposed  Dallas  project 

Allotments AUMs  '  Acres 

5552  Dallas 24  240 

5553  Fisher  Creek 34  480 

5555  Taylor  Draw 55  325 

5556  Burro  Creek 15  120 

5557  Alkali 20  485 

5559  South  Fork 12  120 

5560  Cookie  Tree 55  640 

Total  215  2,410 

'Present  licensed  use. 

Note:  These  allotments  are  also  listed  on  table  1-5  as  part  of  the  proposed  action. 

U.S.  Forest  Service 

Eighty-eight  of  the  NRL  allotments  used  for 
grazing  (covering  442,230  acres)  are  coordinated 
with  national  forest  land  (NFL)  use:  53  proposed 
for  AMPs  (426,375  acres),  31  proposed  for 
custodial  (14,270  acres),  3  proposed  for  elimina- 
tion of  grazing  (1,105  acres),  and  1  proposed  for 
limited  trailing  use  (480  acres).  (See  table  1-13.) 
The  most  common  situation  in  the  FS  area  is  for 
operators  to  move  livestock  from  lower  private 
lands  to  intermediate  lands  (NRL  and  private 
land)  in  the  spring;  then  to  higher  NFL  for  the 
summer;  then  back  onto  NRL  in  the  fall;  and 
finally  back  onto  private  lands  before  winter. 


Chapter  I 

The  USFS  and  the  BLM  maintain  separate 
management  practices  when  an  operator  uses  both 
NRL  and  NFL;  however,  there  is  close  coordina- 
tion among  BLM,  USFS,  and  permittees/licensees 
to  work  out  grazing  dates,  trailing  needs,  and 
cooperative  range  improvements.  Such  coordina- 
tion has  ensured  that  the  proposed  action  would 
harmonize  with  NFL  use. 

Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife 

The  Billy  Creek  wildlife  management  area  is 
within  the  ES  area  (5530  Billy  Creek  allotment). 
The  DOW  purchased  the  base  properties,  the 
qualifications  were  retired,  and  the  land  was 
managed  exclusively  for  wildlife.  The  plan 
proposed  for  this  area  calls  for  reinstituting 
livestock  use  under  a  rest  rotation  system  (see 
table  1-4). 

DOW  also  owns  additional  lands  in  the  Esca- 
lante Canyon  area.  These  lands  were  purchased 
for  wildlife  use.  Currently  the  BLM  is  managing 
grazing  on  these  lands  under  a  verbal  agreement 
with  DOW.  The  lands  were  included  in  the  AMPs 
(4001  Dominguez  and  4007  Sawmill  Mesa)  for  ad- 
joining NRL. 

The  long-range  goal  of  the  DOW  is  to  increase 
and  improve  wildlife  habitat  in  order  to  support 
higher  populations  of  game  and  nongame  wildlife 
species.  Many  of  the  objectives  of  the  proposed 
action  analyzed  in  this  ES  also  involve  the  im- 
provement of  habitat  to  benefit  wildlife  species. 
Management  objectives,  as  proposed  in  this  state- 
ment, are  therefore  coordinated  with  those  of  the 
DOW.  DOW  personnel  have  assisted  in  inventory 
and  analysis  of  possible  black-footed  ferret 
habitat  but  no  conclusive  evidence  of  the  ferrets 
presence  was  found. 

Predator  control  in  the  Montrose  District  is  car- 
ried out  under  a  three-way  cooperative  agreement 
with  the  DOW,  Colorado  Division  of  Animal  In- 
dustry (DOAI),  and  the  BLM.  BLM  authorizes 
activities  on  NRL,  DOW  issues  the  necessary 
authorization  to  conduct  aerial  gunning  opera- 
tions, and  DOAI  carries  out  the  control  activities 
under  the  terms  and  stipulations  of  the  manage- 
ment agencies. 

Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Section  208  of  the  Federal  Water  Pollution  Con- 
trol Act  (FWPCA)  provided  local  governments 
with  the  necessary  authority  for  the  control  of 
point  and  nonpoint  sources  of  water  pollution. 
The  four  major  areas  of  concern  in  208  planning 
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ALLOTMENTS  HAVING  GRAZING  PERMITS  ON  NATIONAL  FOREST  LANDS 


A 

4001 

Dominguez 

A 

5014 

Poison  Springs 

A 

4002 

Lower  Escalante 

A 

5016 

Black  Canyon 

A 

4006 

Dry  Mesa 

A 

5017 

Green  Mountain 

A 

4007 

Sawmill  Mesa 

A 

5020 

Black  Ridge 

A 

4008 

25  Mesa 

C 

5022 

Rabbit  Gulch 

A 

4010 

Monitor  Mesa 

C 

5033 

Pinyon  Springs 

T 

4011 

Lower  Roubideau  Canyon 

E 

5037 

Black  Mesa 

A 

4012 

Canal 

C 

5038 

Red  Canyon 

A 

4013 

Ben  Lowe 

C 

5040 

Pine  Ridge 

A 

4017 

Alkali  Flats 

C 

5041 

East  Gould  Reservoir 

A 

4022 

Petrie  Mesa 

C 

5043 

Coll  ins 

A 

4024 

Dirty  George 

C 

5044 

Big  Pasture 

A 

4025 

Ward  Creek-Doughspoon 

C 

5046 

Big  Gulch 

A 

4502 

Surface  to  Leroux 

A 

5502 

Sandy  Wash 

A 

4503 

Stingley  Gulch 

A 

5504 

Roatcap 

A 

4504 

Leroux  Creek 

A 

5505 

Transfer 

A 

4507 

Jay  Creek 

A 

5507 

Pi  pel ine 

A 

4509 

Upper  Jay  Creek 

A 

5508 

Government  Springs 

A 

4513 

Stevens  Gulch 

C 

5509 

Coal  Creek 

A 

4516 

North  Fork 

C 

5510 

Bald  Hills 

A 

4517 

Coal  Gulch 

A 

5511 

Shavano  Mesa 

C 

4518 

Pilot  Creek 

A 

5512 

Frankl  in  Mesa 

C 

4520 

Spring  Creek 

A 

5513 

Dry  Creek  Basin 

C 

4521 

Stock  Driveway 

C 

5514 

East  Fork  Dry  Creek 

C 

4522 

Downing 

C 

5515 

Olathe  Reservoir 

C 

4523 

Williams  Creek 

C 

5517 

Spring  Creek  Canyon 

A 

4525 

Anthracite  Creek 

A 

5520 

Lower  Horsefly 

A 

4527 

Jumbo  Mountain 

A 

5521 

Highway  90 

A 

4528 

Oak  Ridge 

A 

5522 

Beaver  Hill 

A 

4529 

Reynolds  Creek 

C 

5524 

Duckett  Draw 

A 

4530 

McDonald  Mesa 

C 

5525 

Dry  Creek 

C 

4531 

Popp  Ranch 

A 

5530 

Billy  Creek 

A 

4532 

McDonald  Ranch 

C 

5533 

Onion  Lakes 

C 

4535 

Home  Place 

A 

5534 

Shin  Park 

C 

4538 

Missouri  Flats 

C 

5536 

South  Canal 

C 

4539 

Cottonwood  Creek 

A 

5540 

Dry  Gulch 

A 

4540 

North  Saddle  Peak 

C 

5548 

Washboard  Rock 

C 

4543 

South  Saddle  Peak 

C 

5549 

High  Park 

A 

4549 

Dry  Creek 

E 

5557 

Al  kal i 

C 

5002 

Dedication  Site 

E 

5559 

South  Fork 

A 

5008 

Brush  Point 

C 

5563 

Moonshine  Park 

A 

5010 

Dead  Horse 

A 

5566 

Cow  Creek 

A 

5011 

Gould  Reservoir 

A 

5568 

Baldy 

A 

5013 

Iron  Canyon 

A 

5570 

Cedar 

Note:  A  =  proposed  AMP;  C  =  proposed  custodial  management; 

T  =  proposed  limited  trailing  use;  and  E  =  proposed  elimination 

of  grazing.  See  tables  1-4  and  1-5  for  more  detail. 
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for  the  ES  area  are  (1)  agricultural  discharge,  (2) 
municipal  discharge,  (3)  mining  waste,  and  (4) 
stream  classification.  To  comply  with  the  goals 
and  objectives  of  section  208,  EPA  and  BLM 
have  made  a  national  agreement  which  provides 
for   cooperation    whenever    possible    to    meet    the 


requirements  of  the  act.  Coordination  among 
federal,  state,  and  local  20X  planning  agencies  in 
the  ES  area  began  in  1977.  BLM  will  provide 
local  and  state  agencies  with  available  information 
to  assist  them  in  determining  the  effects  of  graz- 
ing systems  on  water  quality. 
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The  description  of  the  existing  environment 
covers  the  following  fourteen  resources  or  land 
uses:  topography  and  geology,  climate,  air  quali- 
ty, soils,  water  resources,  vegetation,  wildlife 
(terrestrial  and  riparian/aquatic),  cultural  resources 
(archeological  and  historical),  visual  resources,  rec- 
reation, agriculture  (farming  and  grazing),  land  uses, 
transportation  networks,  and  socio-economic  condi- 
tions. The  degree  of  detail  in  the  description  of  each 
resource  or  land  use  relates  directly  to  the  degree  of 
anticipated  impacts.  The  concluding  section  of  this 
chapter  describes  the  anticipated  future  environment 
if  the  proposed  action  is  not  implemented. 

EXISTING  ENVIRONMENT 

Topography  and  Geology 

The  environmental  statement  (ES)  area  is 
located  on  the  western  slope  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains on  the  edge  of  the  Southwestern  Desert.  It 
is  an  area  of  broad  valleys  encircled  by  moun- 
tains, mesas,  and  plateaus.  Elevation  varies  from 
5,000  feet  in  the  Gunnison  River  Valley  northwest 
of  Delta  to  over  1 1 ,000  feet  in  highland  areas. 

The  area  lies  on  the  boundary  of  two  major 
physiographic  provinces:  the  Rocky  Mountains 
and  the  Colorado  Plateau.  Because  of  its  position, 
the  area  has  characteristics  of  both  provinces. 
Along  its  western  boundary,  stretch  the  broad 
mesas  and  steep  canyons  of  the  Colorado  Plateau. 
This  massive,  gentle  uplift  has  gradually  tilted 
sedimentary  rocks  in  the  area  to  the  northeast.  To 
the  east,  the  peaks  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  tower 
at  more  than  10,000  feet  elevation.  The  series  of 
ranges  forming  the  Rockies  are  the  result  of  a 
major  orogenic  (mountain  building)  period  during 
Late  Tertiary  times  (60  million  years  ago). 

The  ES  area  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Un- 
compahgre  Plateau,  a  northern  edge  of  the 
Colorado  Plateau.  It  is  a  gentle,  crustal  flexure  of 
sedimentary  rocks  trending  northwest  from 
Ridgway.  Along  the  plateau's  northern  flank 
stretches  a  long  series  of  mesas  sloping  to  the 
northeast  (slope  approximately  4  percent).  Dis- 
secting the  mesas  are  deep  canyons  containing 
perennial  and  intermittent  streams  flowing 
northeast  to  the  Uncompahgre  River.  These 
canyons  are  often  200  to  1 ,500  feet  below  the 
mesa  tops. 

Grand  Mesa,  which  forms  the  northern  bounda- 
ry of  the  ES  area,  is  a  large,  flat-topped  moun- 


tain. At  higher  elevations  (8,000  to  10,000  feet), 
its  southern  slopes  are  composed  of  steep  ridges 
which  give  way  to  gently  (5  percent)  sloping 
mesas  at  6,000  to  8,000  feet.  The  orientation  of 
these  mesas  is  generally  at  right  angles  to  Grand 
Mesa  and  varies  from  southwest  to  southeast. 
Variation  in  elevation  from  intervening  canyons  to 
mesa  tops  may  be  as  much  as  400  feet. 

These  mesas  abruptly  end  4  to  5  miles  north  of 
the  North  Fork  River  where  the  well-rounded 
forms  of  the  adobe  badlands  begin  and  stretch  to 
the  river.  In  these  badlands,  topography  is  ex- 
tremely irregular;  this  badlands  topography  is  the 
result  of  intricate  erosional  patterns  on  soft 
(Mancos)  shales.  Farther  east,  as  the  North  Fork 
approaches  the  West  Elk  Mountains,  the  mesas 
and  adobe  badlands  narrow  until,  at  Bowie,  ridges 
extend  to  meet  the  North  Fork  Valley.  In  their 
lower  reaches  the  Uncompahgre  and  North  Fork 
river  valleys  occupy  broad  expanses  lying  from 
5,000  to  6,000  feet. 

On  the  east  of  the  ES  area  lie  the  West  Elk 
Mountains  and  (to  the  south)  Cimarron  Ridge 
which  tower  5,000  feet  above  the  surrounding 
countryside.  Both  are  products  of  volcanic  flow 
and  intrusions;  Cimarron  Ridge  is  a  northern  ex- 
tension of  the  volcanic  material  which  composes 
the  rugged  San  Juan  Mountains.  Erosional 
processes  operating  over  the  past  50  million  years 
have  created  spectacular  peaks,  spires,  and 
monoliths,  many  at  10,000  feet  elevation.  Below 
these  cliffs  and  spires  lie  gentler  slopes,  deeply 
cut  by  intermittent  and  perennial  streams.  These 
streams  flow  west  and  northwest  to  the  Uncom- 
pahgre River. 

The  topography  of  the  ES  area  strongly  in- 
fluences the  human  activity  which  takes  place 
there.  In  relation  to  livestock  grazing,  topography 
not  only  constitutes  natural  barriers  which  serve 
as  allotment  boundaries,  but  also  dictates  to  vary- 
ing degrees  season  and  class  of  livestock  use. 

Climate 

The  ES  area  is  located  at  high  elevations  (5,000 
to  10,000  feet)  in  the  midlatitudes  of  the  con- 
tinent. In  highland  or  mountainous  areas  such  as 
this,  topographic  features  strongly  influence  local 
climate,  and  the  most  characteristic  feature  of  the 
area's  climate  is  variability.  The  chief  determining 
factors  are  variations  in  elevation  (relief), 
direction  of  exposure  (aspect),  and  orientation  of 
mountain    valleys    with    respect   to   prevailing   air 
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currents.  The  climatic  aspects  most  critical  to  the 
success  of  the  proposed  action  are  length  of 
growing  season  and  precipitation. 

There  are  seven  climatic  stations  located  in  the 
ES  area:  Paonia  1SW,  Cedaredge,  Delta  3NW, 
Olathe,  Cimarron,  Montrose  No.  1,  and  Montrose 
No.  2.  Together  with  the  station  at  Ouray,  just 
south  of  the  area,  they  provide  good  coverage  of 
the  area  (see  map  2-1).  However,  application  of 
data  from  these  stations  to  unmonitored  areas  is 
difficult  because  topography  does  produce  con- 
siderable local  climatic  variations.  (The  informa- 
tion collected  by  these  stations  is  summarized  by 
the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Adminis- 
tration in  Climatological  Data,  published  monthly, 
seasonally,  and  annually.  Figures  A-l  to  A-5  in 
appendix  1  are  graphs  showing  annual  precipita- 
tion, average  temperature,  and  average  snowfall 
as  reported  by  these  stations  from  1950  to  1975.) 

The  area  experiences  large  diurnal  (daily)  and 
annual  temperature  changes,  as  well  as  rapid 
changes  of  weather  due  to  storms  moving  from 
the  southwest  into  the  region.  Diurnal  variations 
are  usually  about  30  degrees;  for  example,  for 
December  27,  1976,  in  Delta  the  minimum  tem- 
perature was  10  degrees  and  the  maximum  was  46 
degrees.  In  1965  the  annual  temperatures  varied  in 
Delta  from  a  high  of  99  degrees  in  August  to  a 
low  of  -2  degrees  in  January,  and  in  Cimarron 
from  a  high  of  90  degrees  to  a  low  of  -25  degrees 
for  the  same  two  months.  Throughout  the  Gun- 
nison River  Valley  the  growing  season  is  from  160 
to  190  days.  Table  2-1  summarizes  minimum  tem- 
perature data  for  this  area.  Again,  freeze  and 
growing  season  data  are  dependent  upon 
minimum  temperature  which,  due  to  the  local 
movements  of  air  masses,  can  vary  considerably 
throughout  the  ES  area. 

Precipitation  occurs  in  several  types  on  lands  of 
the  ES  area,  namely  snow,  rain,  hail,  and  drizzle. 
Total  annual  precipitation  varies  considerably 
throughout  the  area,  from  a  low  of  X  inches  an- 
nually in  the  western  part  of  the  area  around 
Delta  to  an  average  of  20  inches  in  the  upper  ends 
of  the  North  Fork  and  Uncompahgre  river  val- 
leys. The  central  and  eastern  portions  of  the  ES 
area  surrounding  the  Gunnison  Gorge  are  dry,  and 
this  area  averages  about  10  inches  of  precipitation 
annually.  (U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Soil 
Conservation  Service  1975) 

From  50  to  60  percent  of  annual  precipitation 
falls    as    afternoon    and    evening    storms    between 


May  and  September.  These  storms  are  the  result 
of  solar  heating  which  generates  large  convective 
showers  or  thunderstorms.  They  can  be  charac- 
terized as  being  of  short  duration,  low  volume, 
and  limited  spatial  extent.  Only  the  few  most  in- 
tense storms  produce  stream  flow. 

During  winter  months  cyclonic  storms  bring 
snow  across  the  area  every  four  to  seven  days. 
The  behavior  of  these  storms  is  extremely  erratic, 
and  annual  snowfall  is  largely  the  result  of  large 
storms.  No  data  are  available  on  snow  depth  or 
snow  water  content  on  grazing  lands. 

Hail,  which  results  from  large  vertical  air  move- 
ments, occurs  on  an  average  of  three  days  per 
year  in  the  area. 

Prevailing  ground  winds  are  from  the 
southwest.  Often  a  gentle  southeast  wind  (less 
than  5  miles  per  hour)  arises  early  in  the  morning; 
however,  by  9:00  a.m.  the  southwest  wind  has 
picked  up. 

Inversion  phenomena  are  frequent,  especially 
during  winter  months.  However,  because  there 
are  no  major  blockages  of  air  currents,  the  inver- 
sions are  short-lived.  They  are  usually  dispersed 
by  midmorning  when  the  prevailing  southwest 
wind  picks  up. 

Air  Quality 

The  ES  area  is  included  within  the  Grand  Mesa 
Air  Quality  Control  Region  No.  7,  a  region  with 
no  major  air  quality  problems.  The  state  of 
Colorado  has  not  designated  the  area  as  being 
within  an  Air  Pollution  Control  Area.  (Bureau  of 
Economic  Research  1975;  Council  on  Environ- 
mental Quality  1973) 

Because  of  the  low  level  of  industrial  develop- 
ment in  the  ES  area,  there  has  been  no  attempt 
to  determine  air  quality  by  measuring  the  level  of 
air  pollution.  More  attention  has  been  focused  on 
the  rate  of  generation  of  gaseous  and  particulate 
pollutants.  Because  this  rate  of  generation  of  pol- 
lutants is  so  low  (less  than  150  micrograms  per 
cubic  meter  in  a  24-hour  period),  air  quality  in  the 
region  is  stable.  (Bureau  of  Economic  Research 
1975;  Sarnoff  1971) 

Soils 

Soils   Associations 

The  soils  associations  (mapping  units)  which 
occur  in  the  ES  area  are  shown  on  map  2-2  and 
listed  (by  allotment)  on  table  2-2.  The  associations 
were  derived  from  two  sources.  The  northern  half 
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of  the  ES  area  is  covered  by  the  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service  (SCS)  preliminary  soil  survey  report 
for  the  Paonia  area;  the  inventory  covers  approxi- 
mately 635,000  acres.  As  of  March  1977,  this  re- 
port had  not  been  published,  and  it  is  considered 
to  be  tentative.  Data  for  the  southern  half  of  the 
ES  areas  were  obtained  from  the  completed 
general  soil  association  map  contained  in  the 
Ridgway  Soil  Survey  Handbook  prepared  by  the 
SCS. 

Each  soils  association,  as  described  below,  is  a 
unique  natural  landscape  unit  that  has  a  distinc- 
tive pattern  of  soils  and  relief  features.  It  nor- 
mally consists  of  one  or  more  soils  of  major  ex- 
tent and  small  inclusions  of  soils  of  minor  extent. 
(Table  A-l,  in  appendix  2,  summarizes  the  more 
important  physical  and  chemical  characteristics  of 
the  individual  soils  that  occur  in  the  ES  area.) 

Utalini  -Lazi  ar-Shavano 

The  Utaline-I.azear-Shavano  association  has 
soils  which  are  deep,  moderately  deep,  and  shal- 
low; gently  sloping  to  steep;  well-drained;  and 
loamy;  they  were  formed  in  outwash  alluvium  and 
materials  weathered  from  sedimentary  rock. 
Utaline  soils  are  deep  and  have  a  high  content  of 
stone.  The  parent  materials  form  a  mantle  many 
feet  thick  over  sedimentary  rock.  La/ear  and 
Shavano  soils  are  closely  associated  and  are 
formed  in  place  from  weathered  sandstone  and  in- 
terbedded  shale.  Lazear  soils  are  shallow,  and 
Shavano  soils  are  moderately  deep. 

The  native  vegetation  which  mainly  occurs  on 
the  Utaline  soil  is  galleta  grass,  Indian  ricegrass, 
squirreltail,  shadscale,  sagebrush,  and  tall  rabbit- 
brush.  The  native  (potential)  vegetation  on  this 
soil  is  dominated  by  galleta  grass  but  includes 
other  native  species  such  as  Indian  ricegrass,  mut- 
tongrass,  squirreltail,  and  needle-and-thread. 
Shadscale  is  the  principal  shrub. 

The  native  vegetation  on  the  Lazears  soils  is 
mainly  shadscale,  snakeweed,  fourwing  saltbush, 
rabbitbrush,  galleta  grass,  Indian  ricegrass,  and 
squirreltail.  The  native  (potential)  vegetation  is 
usually  dominated  by  galleta  grass.  The  most 
common  secondary  grasses  are  Indian  ricegrass, 
needle-and-thread,  and  squirreltail.  Shadscale  is 
usually  the  dominant  shrub.  Common  forbs  are 
globemallow  and  poison  vetch.  Juniper  and  moun- 
tain mahogany  may  occur  on  the  site  but  at  the 
higher  elevations. 


The  native  vegetation  on  the  Shavano  soil  is 
mainly  shadscale,  snakeweed,  mat  and  gardner 
saltbush,  fourwing  saltbush,  galleta  grass,  Indian 
ricegrass,  and  squirreltail.  The  native  (potential) 
vegetation  is  dominated  by  galleta  grass,  Indian 
ricegrass,  needle-and-thread,  and  squirreltail. 
Shadscale  and  gardner  saltbush  are  the  con- 
spicuous shrubs.  Forbs  of  significance  are 
globemallow,  Indian  paintbrush,  and  sego  lily. 

Mksa-Avalon 

The  Mesa-Avalon  association  has  deep,  nearly 
level  to  strongly  sloping,  well-drained,  loamy 
soils,  formed  in  cobbly  or  stony  alluvium;  they 
occur  on  old  high  terraces,  mesas,  and  alluvial 
fans.  Mesa  soils  are  on  slightly  elevated  ridge  tops 
and  steeper  slopes  than  Avalon  soils.  Both  kinds 
of  soils  have  a  loam  surface  layer.  Mesa  soils  are 
cobbly  or  stony  in  some  areas  and  have  clay  loam 
subsoils. 

The  native  vegetation  that  mainly  occurs  on  the 
Mesa  soil  is  shadscale,  gardner  saltbush,  and  big 
sagebrush.  The  main  grasses  are  galleta,  squir- 
reltail, and  needle-and-thread.  The  native 
(potential)  vegetation  is  dominated  by  galleta,  In- 
dian ricegrass,  needle-and-thread,  and  squirreltail. 
The  most  conspicuous  shrubs  are  shadscale  and 
gardner  saltbush.  Significant  forbs  include 
globemallow,  Indian  paintbrush,  and  sego  lily. 

On  the  Avalon  soils  the  main  native  vegetation 
is  shadscale,  fourwing  saltbush,  galleta,  western 
wheatgrass,  and  Indian  ricegrass.  The  native 
(potential)  vegetation  is  the  same  as  that 
described  above  for  the  Mesa  soils. 

K>:c  h-Progrksso 

The  Kech-Progresso  soils  association  has  shal- 
low and  moderately  deep,  well-drained  soil  with 
clay  loam  subsoils,  formed  in  partially  weathered 
sandstone  and  interbedded  shale  and  occurring  on 
alluvial  fans,  benches,  and  steep  upland  back 
slopes.  Kech  soils  occupy  small  ridges  and  more 
strongly  sloping  topography,  while  Progresso  soils 
are  on  more  nearly  level  topography  and  in  small 
depressions.  Both  soils  have  loam  surface  layers. 
Kech  has  partially  weathered  sandstone  bedrock 
above  20  inches;  Progresso  has  a  sandstone 
bedrock  between  20  and  40  inches. 

The  native  vegetation  mainly  occurring  on  the 
Kech  soil  is  pinyon-juniper,  mountain  mahogany, 
big  sagebrush,  wheatgrasses,  Junegrasses,  Indian 
ricegrass,  and  squirreltail.  The  native  (potential) 
vegetation    of    the    understory    plants    is    Indian 
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Description  01  Environment— Existing 


Chapter  2 


ricegrass,     muttongrass,     prairie     Junegrass,     big 
sagebrush,  serviceberry,  and  cliff  rose. 

On  the  Progresso  soil  the  native  vegetation 
mainly  occurring  is  pinyon-juniper,  Indian 
ricegrass,  needle-and-thread,  Junegrass,  and  blue 
bunch  and  other  wheatgrasses.  The  native 
(potential)  vegetation  is  predominantly  western 
wheatgrass  and  muttongrass.  Other  common 
grasses  are  Junegrass,  needle-and-thread,  Indian 
ricegrass,  and  squirreltail.  Goldenrod,  lupine, 
buckwheat,  phlox,  and  a  number  of  other  forbs 
grow  in  small  amounts.  Small  amounts  of  low 
woody  and  semi-woody  plants  are  common.  Big 
sagebrush  and  black  sage  are  the  dominant  shrubs 
on  the  site.  Tree  species  most  common  on  the  site 
are  pinyon  pine  and  Utah  juniper.  The  potential 
of  this  site  to  maintain  itself  in  a  grass  cover  de- 
pends upon  keeping  the  tree  cover  suppressed. 

Saraton-Agua  Fria 

The  Saraton-Agua  Fria  association  has 
moderately  deep  and  deep,  gently  sloping,  hilly 
and  steep,  well-drained  soils  that  have  loam  or 
clay  loam  subsoils.  The  soils  were  formed  in  out- 
wash  alluvium  from  igneous  rock;  they  occur  on 
old  high  terraces,  mesas,  and  upland  back  slopes. 
Saraton  soils  usually  have  a  gravelly  or  stony 
loam  surface  and  underlying  layers,  with  pinkish 
white  marl  between  20  and  40  inches.  Agua  Fria 
soils  have  stony  loam  surfaces  and  clay  loam  sub- 
soils. 

The  main  native  vegetation  occurring  on  the 
Sarton  soil  is  big  sagebrush  and  pinyon-juniper 
with  grasses  such  as  muttongrass,  Indian 
ricegrass,  squirreltail,  and  wheatgrasses.  The  na- 
tive (potential)  vegetation  is  dominated  by  blue 
bunch  wheatgrass,  western  wheatgrass,  Junegrass, 
galleta  grass,  needle-and-thread,  and  squirreltail. 
The  native  (potential)  vegetation  understory  on 
the  woodland  portion  of  this  soil  is  the  same  as 
for  the  Progresso  soil  described  above. 

The  native  vegetation  which  occurs  on  the 
Agua  Fria  soil  is  mainly  big  sagebrush  and 
pinyon-juniper  with  grasses  such  as  western 
wheatgrass,  Indian  ricegrass,  needle-and-thread, 
and  Junegrass.  The  native  (potential)  vegetation  is 
the  same  as  that  described  for  the  Progresso  soils 
above. 

Ustollic  Haplargid-Rock  Outcrops 

The  Ustollic  Haplargid-rock  outcrops  associa- 
tion consists  of  moderately  deep  to  deep  stony 
soils    with    outcrops    of    bedrock.    It    occurs    on 


gently  sloping  to  steep  valley  sideslopes,  deserted 
plateaus,  and  mesas.  Dominant  parent  materials 
are  sandstone,  interbedded  sandstone,  and  shale. 
The  Ustollic-Haplargids  are  well-drained  and 
usually  contain  less  than  35  percent  rock  frag- 
ments. Depth  to  bedrock  ranges  from  15  to  60 
inches.  The  rock  outcrops  consist  of  exposed 
bedrock  with  up  to  10  percent  very  shallow,  stony 
soil  material  over  bedrock. 

The  main  native  vegetation  that  occurs  on  the 
mesas  and  plateaus  of  this  soil  unit  is  big  sage,  In- 
dian ricegrass,  needle-and-thread,  Junegrass,  blue 
bunch  wheatgrass  with  scattered  pinyon  and  ju- 
niper. The  native  (potential)  vegetation  on  this 
unit  is  similar  to  that  described  for  the  Progresso 
soil  above. 

The  native  vegetation  that  occurs  on  the  rest  of 
the  unit  is  mainly  pinyon-juniper  with  an  un- 
derstory of  wheatgrasses,  Junegrass,  Indian 
ricegrass,  and  squirreltail.  The  native  (potential) 
vegetation  of  the  understory  on  that  portion  of 
the  unit  is  predominantly  Indian  ricegrass,  mut- 
tongrass, sedge,  prairie  Junegrass,  big  sage,  ser- 
viceberry, and  cliff  rose. 

DhLSON-CeRRO 

The  Delson-Cerro  association  has  deep,  gently 
sloping  to  steep,  well-drained  soils  that  have 
clayey  subsoils.  The  soils  were  formed  in  stony 
alluvium  derived  from  igneous  rock;  they  occur 
on  old  fans,  mesas,  and  steep  mountain  back 
slopes.  Both  kinds  of  soils  have  loam  or  stony 
loam  surface  layers  and  clayey  subsoils.  Cerro 
soils  are  calcareous  below  about  26  inches. 

The  native  vegetation  that  mainly  occurs  on  the 
Delson  soil  is  gambel  oak,  serviceberry,  and  big 
sage  with  wheatgrasses,  bluegrasses,  and  needle- 
and-thread.  The  native  (potential)  vegetation  prin- 
cipally consists  of  western  wheatgrass,  slender 
wheatgrass,  and  in  the  lower  elevations  wheat- 
grass.  Muttongrass,  nodding  brome,  needlegrass, 
and  squirreltail  are  frequently  occurring  grasses. 
Major  forbs  are  silver  lupine,  geranium,  and 
buckwheat.  Serviceberry  and  snowberry  grow  in 
scattered  stands. 

The  native  vegetation  that  mainly  occurs  on  the 
Cerro  soils  is  western  wheatgrass  and  big  sage 
with  gambel  oak,  serviceberry,  and  scattered 
pinyon-juniper.  The  native  (potential)  vegetation 
for  this  soil  is  the  same  as  that  described  above 
for  the  Delson  soils. 
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Absarokee-Beenon 

The  Absarokee-Beenon  association  consists  of 
moderately  deep  and  shallow,  gently  sloping  to 
very  steep,  well-drained  soils  that  have  clayey 
subsoils,  formed  in  materials  weathered  from 
sandstone  and  interbedded  shale.  They  occur  on 
fans,  rolling  uplands,  and  steep  or  very  steep 
mountain  slopes.  Beenon  soils  in  most  places  are 
on  the  upper  margin  of  the  slope;  Absarokee  soils 
are  lower  and  are  on  foot  slopes  and  fans.  Both 
soils  have  loamy  surface  layers.  Beenon  has  par- 
tially weathered  bedrock  above  20  inches,  while 
Absarokee  soils  have  bedrock  between  20  and  40 
inches. 

The  native  vegetation  that  mainly  occurs  on  the 
Absarokee  soil  is  gambel  oak,  serviceberry,  big 
sage,  wheatgrasses,  and  native  brome.  The  native 
(potential)  vegetation  on  this  soil  consists  of  ser- 
viceberry and  oakbrush,  which  are  the  major 
brush  species.  Snowberry  and  chokecherry  are 
other  principal  shrub  species.  About  50  to  60  per- 
cent of  the  annual  production  is  made  up  of 
grasses.  Nodding  brome,  mountain  brome,  slender 
wheatgrass,  western  wheatgrass,  and  needlegrass 
are  the  major  grass  species.  Elk  sedge  generally  is 
the  most  frequently  occurring  plant.  Major  forb 
species  include  peavine,  fleabane,  western  yar- 
row, and  American  vetch. 

The  native  vegetation  that  mainly  occurs  on  the 
Beenon  soils  is  gambel  oak,  serviceberry,  and  big 
sage.  Grasses  include  wheatgrasses,  pine 
needlegrass  and  needle-and-thread.  The  native 
(potential)  vegetation  on  this  soil  is  dominated  by 
such  grasses  as  western  wheatgrass,  blue  bunch 
wheatgrass,  needle-and-thread,  Indian  ricegrass, 
prairie  Junegrass,  mountain  muhly,  and  Idaho 
fescue.  Big  sagebrush,  bitterbrush,  and  low  rab- 
bitbrush  are  principal  shrubs.  Significant  forbs  in- 
clude iris,  milkvetch,  buckwheat,  yarrow,  and  lu- 
pine. 

FUGHES-BUEKLEY 

The  Fughes-Bulkley  association  consists  of 
deep,  gently  sloping  to  very  steep,  well-drained 
soils  that  have  clayey  subsoils,  formed  in  clayey 
alluvium  derived  from  shale  and  interbedded 
sandstones.  They  occur  on  fans,  uplands  and 
mountain  slopes.  Fughes  soils  occur  somewhat 
lower  in  elevation  than  Bulkley  soils  because  soil 
materials  have  been  moved  farther  down  the 
slope  by  water  and  gravity.  Fughes  soils  have 
loamy    surface    layers    and    redder    subsoils    than 


Bulkley  soils.  Surface  layers  of  Bulkley  soils  are 
clayey  and  may  have  weathered  shale  between  40 
and  70  inches. 

The  native  vegetation  that  mainly  occurs  on  the 
Fughes  soil  is  oak,  serviceberry,  Arizona  fescue, 
and  western  wheatgrass.  The  native  (potential) 
vegetation  is  the  same  as  that  described  for  the 
Delson  and  Cerro  soils. 

COC  HETOPA-NORTH WATER 

The  Cochetopa-Northwater  soils  association 
consists  of  deep,  moderately  sloping,  hilly  and 
very  steep,  well-drained  soils  that  have  clayey 
subsoils.  They  were  formed  in  old  landslide 
deposits  and  glacial  drifts  from  materials  of  igne- 
ous origin  and  occur  on  mountain  slopes,  valleys, 
and  alluvial  fans.  Cochetopa  and  Northwater  soils 
occur  at  about  the  same  elevations  and  occupy 
similiar  positions  on  the  slope.  Both  soils  have 
cobbly  or  stony  surface  layers.  Cochetopa  soils 
have  less  than  35  percent  stone  in  the  subsoil, 
while  Northwater  soils  have  more  than  35  percent 
cobble  and  gravel  in  the  subsoil. 

The  native  vegetation  that  mainly  occurs  on  the 
Cochetopa  soil  is  aspen  and  scattered  spruce, 
whose  understory  is  dominated  by  fescues, 
bromes,  needlegrasses,  and  wheatgrasses.  The  na- 
tive (potential)  vegetation  is  dominated  by 
bunchgrasses.  Thurber  fescue  is  always  present 
and  usually  dominant.  Parry  oatgrass  is  co-domi- 
nant in  some  places.  Idaho  fescue  and  big 
bluegrass  may  be  present.  Slender  wheatgrass, 
nodding  brome,  and  the  needlegrasses  are  com- 
mon secondary  grasses.  Forbs  make  up  as  much 
as  20  percent  of  the  annual  yield.  Among  the  most 
common  are  aspen  fleabane,  American  vetch,  lu- 
pine, mature  clovers,  etc.  Snowberry  is  a  common 
shrub. 

The  main  native  vegetation  and  potential  native 
vegetation  on  Northwater  soils  are  as  described 
above  for  the  Cochetopa. 

Badland-Chipeta-Persayo 

The  Badland-Chipeta-Persayo  soils  association 
consists  of  very  steep,  nearly  barren  outcrops  of 
silty  calcareous  shale  and  shallow,  well  drained, 
gently  sloping  to  rolling  clayey  soils  formed  in 
material  weathered  from  shale.  Badland  in  most 
places  occurs  on  steep  or  very  steep  back  slopes. 
Chipeta  and  Persayo  soils  occur  on  rolling 
uplands  and  less  sloping  areas.  Chipeta  soils  have 
silty  clay  surfaces  and  underlying  layers;  Persayo 
soils  are  silty  clay  loam.  Both  soils  are  less  than 
20  inches  deep  over  shale. 
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The  native  vegetation  that  mainly  occurs  on  the 
Chipeta  soil  is  mat  saltbush,  Indian  ricegrass,  gal- 
leta,  and  woody  shrubs.  The  native  (potential) 
vegetation  on  the  Chipeta  soil  is  mainly  gardner 
saltbush,  mat  saltbush,  and  shadscale.  Squirreltail 
and  Indian  ricegrass  are  present  in  small  amounts. 
Also  on  this  site  is  a  variety  of  forbs  such  as 
globemallow  rabbitbrush,  snakeweed,  prickly 
pear,  etc. 

The  main  native  vegetation  occurring  on  the 
Persayo  soil  is  mat  saltbush,  gardner  saltbush, 
fourwing  saltbush,  and  shadscale.  The  native 
(potential)  vegetation  on  this  Persayo  is 
dominated  by  galleta.  Other  grasses  include  Indian 
ricegrass,  squirreltail,  needle-and-thread,  and 
three-awn.  Forbs  include  scarlet  globemallow, 
buckwheat,  sego  lily,  etc.  Shrubs  which  occur  on 
the  site  are  shadscale,  gardner  saltbush,  winterfat, 
and  Douglas  rabbitbrush. 

BllLINGS-GULLIK)    LAND 

The  Billings-gullied  land  association  consists  of 
deep,  nearly  level  to  gently  sloping,  well-drained, 
loamy  soils  and  areas  severely  damaged  by  gully 
erosion,  formed  in  recent  alluvium  derived  from 
silty  calcareous  shale.  They  occur  on  recent  allu- 
vial fans  and  valley  filling  slopes.  Billings  soils 
occur  on  the  outer  edge  of  valleys,  and  gullied 
land  occurs  near  the  center  of  the  valley  where 
runoff  water  accumulates.  Billings  soils  are  deep 
with  silty  clay  loam  surface  and  subsurface  layers 
that  are  stratified  with  clay  loams,  sands,  and 
gravel  in  the  lower  part.  Gullied  land  has  gullies 
20  to  30  feet  wide,  that  are  deeply  incised  by 
water. 

The  main  native  vegetation  occurring  on  the 
Billings  soil  is  greasewood,  shadscale,  fourwing 
saltbush,  and  galleta  grass.  The  native  (potential) 
vegetation  on  this  soil  is  principally  alkali  sacaton, 
saltgrass,  western  wheatgrass,  fourwing  saltbush, 
and  greasewood.  Other  plants  may  include  rabbit- 
brush, winterfat,  shadscale,  and  gardner  and  mat 
saltbush. 

Hydrologic  Soil  Groups 

Hydrologic  groupings  indicate  the  general  infil- 
tration and  water  movement  ability  of  soils.  Three 
hydrologic  soil  groups  occur  in  the  ES  area. 

Group  B  consists  of  soils  with  moderate  infil- 
tration rates  when  thoroughly  wetted,  which  are 
chiefly  moderately  deep  (36  inches)  to  deep  (60+ 
inches),  and  moderately  well  to  well  drained. 
Water  is  removed  from  the  soil  somewhat  slowly 


to  readily,  but  not  rapidly.  The  texture  of  these 
soils  ranges  from  moderately  fine  (loams,  silty 
loams)  to  moderately  coarse  (loamy  sand  to  sandy 
loams).  These  soils  have  a  moderate  rate  of  water 
transmission  (1.25  to  3  inches  per  hour). 

Group  C  consists  of  soils  with  a  slow  infiltra- 
tion rate  when  thoroughly  wetted,  chiefly  (1)  soils 
with  a  layer  that  impedes  the  downward  move- 
ment of  water  or  (2)  soils  with  moderately  fine  to 
fine  textures  (clay  loams,  silty  clay)  and  a  slow 
rate  of  water  transmission  (0.5  to  1.25  inches  per 
hour). 

Group  D  consists  of  soils  with  very  slow  infil- 
tration rate  when  thoroughly  wetted,  chiefly  (1) 
clay  soils  with  high  swelling  potential,  (2)  soils 
with  high  permanent  water  tables,  (3)  soils  with 
claypans  or  clay  layers  near  the  surface,  and  (4) 
shallow  soils  over  nearly  impervious  materials. 
These  soils  have  a  very  slow  rate  of  water  trans- 
mission (less  than  0.5  inch  per  hour). 

In  the  ES  area,  the  average  potential  infiltration 
rates  for  the  hydrologic  soils  group  are  as  follows: 
Group  B,  2.13  inches  per  hour;  Group  C,  0.88 
inch  per  hour;  and  Group  D,  0.25  inch  per  hour 
(Gifford  1975)  See  map  A-l  in  appendix  2  for  the 
geographical  location  of  the  hydrologic  soil  units 
in  the  ES  area.  The  composition  of  each  of  these 
map  units  is  shown  in  table  2-3. 

Present  Erosion  Condition 

The  present  erosion  condition  classes  (soil  sur- 
face factor  or  SSF)  are  an  expression  of  current 
erosion  activity  based  on  field  observation.  Seven 
categories  of  surface  features  were  evaluated  to 
determine  the  present  erosion  condition  class 
within  representative  sites  throughout  this  area: 
soil  movement,  surface  litter,  surface  rock, 
pedestalling,  rills,  flow  pattern,  and  gullies.  Five 
erosion  condition  classes  were  used  to  depict  cur- 
rent erosion  activity  through  numerical  values: 
stable  (SSF  0  to  20),  slight  (21  to  40),  moderate 
(41  to  60),  critical  (61  to  80),  and  severe  (91  to 
100).  Table  2-4  shows  the  present  erosion  condi- 
tion classes  by  allotment. 

Water  Resources 

Surface  Water  Quantity  in  the  ES  Area 

The  ES  area  is  located  in  the  western  half  of 
the  Gunnison  River  basin  of  Colorado.  It  falls  al- 
most entirely  within  the  North  Fork,  Smith  Fork- 
Crystal,  and  Uncompahgre  subbasins.  (See  map 
2-3.)   The    average    water   supply    contributed    by 
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TABLE  2-3 
HYDROLOGIC  SOIL  GROUPS:  COMPOSITION  OF 

UNITS  SHOWN  ON  MAP  A-l  (APPENDIX  2) 

Map  Unit  Composition  a/   ~ 

1  70%  Group  B;  30%  Group  D 

2  100%  Group  B 

3  70%  Group  C;  30%  Group  D 

4  67%  Group  C;  33%  Group  B 

5  100%  Group  D  b/ 

6  100%  Group  C  c/ 

7  60%  Group  C;  40%  Group  D 

8  85%  Group  C;  15%  Group  D 

9  80%  Group  C;  20%  Group  B 


a/  Groups  are  defined  in  narrative  under 
Hydro"! ogic  Soil  Groups, 
b/  This  unit  consists  of  soils  that  are 
moderately  coarse  textured  over  sand- 
stone at  depths  generally  less  than  20 
inches.  Also  included  are  shallow  to 
moderately  shallow  soils  that  are  fine 
textured  over  silty  shales. 
c/  This  unit  consists  of  soils  developing 
in  stony  alluvium  as  well  as  fine 
textured  soils  developing  from  silty 
shales. 
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TABLE  2-4 
PRESENT  EROSION  CONDITION  CLASS  BY  ALLOTMENT 


Erosion  Condition  Classes 


Allotment 
No.  &  Name 


Acres 
NRL 


Stable    Slight    Moderate   Critical    Severe 
(Acres)   (Acres) (Acres)    (Acres)    (Acres) 


4001  Dominguez  58,335 

4002  Lower  Escalante  2,240 

4005  Fall  Cabin  360 

4006  Dry  Mesa  18,895 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa  12,095 

4008  25  Mesa  10,405 

4010  Monitor  Mesa  15,735 

4011  Lower  Roubideau 

Canyon  480 

4012  Canal  10,650 

4013  Ben  Lowe  5,490 

4014  Joker  1,835 

4015  White  Ranch  415 

4016  Wells  Gulch  16,955 

4017  Alkali  Flats  27,830 

4021  Point  Creek  1,000 

4022  Petrie  Mesa  13,860 

4024  Dirty  George  2,385 

4025  Ward  Creek- 
Doughspoon  17,910 

4026  Escalante  Canyon  1,270 

4501  Milk  Creek  105 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux  3,230 

4503  Stingley  Gulch  1,080 

4504  Leroux  Creek  2,555 

4505  Juniper  Knob  120 

4506  Oak  Mesa  1,350 

4507  Jay  Creek  9,205 
4509  Upper  Jay  Creek  430 

4511  Overland  160 

4512  East  Roatcap  30 

4513  Stevens  Gulch  6,555 

4514  Upper  Terror  Creek  30 

4515  Freeman  Gulch  620 

4516  North  Fork  23,420 

4517  Coal  Gulch  7,720 

4518  Pilot  Creek  45 

4519  Muddy  Creek  500 

4520  Spring  Creek  120 

4521  Stock  Driveway  120 

4522  Downing  120 

4523  Williams  Creek  110 

4524  Deep  Creek  160 

4525  Anthracite  Creek  1,115 

4526  Crystal  Creek  480 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain  4,970 

4528  Oak  Ridge  3,600 

4529  Reynolds  Creek  1,200 

4530  North  Fork  South  3,185 

4531  Popp  Ranch  265 

4532  McDonald  Ranch  7,330 

4535  Home  Place  160 

4536  West  Young's  Peak  160 

4537  Young's  Peak  2,520 

4538  Missouri  Flats  120 

4539  Cottonwood  Creek  120 

4540  North  Saddle  Peak  240 

4541  Sunshine  Mesa  40 
4543  South  Saddle  Peak  220 
4548  Creek  Bottom  185 


- 

35,615 

22,720 

- 

- 

- 

2,240 

- 

- 

180 

180 

- 

- 

18,895 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12,095 

- 

- 

- 

10,405 

- 

- 

11,615 

4,120 

- 

_ 

_ 

480 

_ 

- 

10,650 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5,490 

- 

- 

1,400 

435 

- 

- 

415 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16,955 

- 

- 

1,010 

26,820 

- 

- 

- 

1,000 

- 

- 

- 

9,680 

4,180 

- 

385 

2,000 

- 

_ 

16,710 

1,200 

_ 

- 

210 

1,060 

- 

105 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,230 

- 

- 

- 

1,080 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,555 

- 

- 

120 

- 

- 

- 

530 

220 

600 

- 

1,620 

7,585 

- 

- 

430 

- 

- 

- 

160 

- 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

2,285 

2,535 

1,735 

30 

- 

- 

- 

620 

- 

- 

- 

- 

23,420 

- 

- 

7,720 

- 

- 

- 

45 

- 

- 

- 

500 

- 

- 

- 

120 

- 

- 

- 

- 

120 

- 

- 

120 

- 

- 

- 

110 

- 

- 

- 

160 

- 

- 

- 

- 

615 

500 

- 

480 

- 

- 

- 

- 

995 

3,975 

- 

- 

3,370 

230 

- 

- 

- 

1,200 

- 

- 

2,305 

880 

- 

- 

265 

- 

- 

- 

2,760 

4,570 

- 

- 

- 

- 

160 

- 

- 

- 

160 

- 

- 

2,520 

- 

- 

120 

- 

- 

- 

120 

- 

- 

240 
40 


220 
185 
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TABLE  2-4 
PRESENT  EROSION  CONDITION  CLASS  BY  ALLOTMENT  (cont.) 


Acres 

Erosion  Conditior 

i  Classes 

Allotment 

Stable 

Slight 

Moderate 

Critical 

Severe 

No.  &  Name 

NRL 

(Acres) 

(Acres) 

(A. 

:res) 

(Acres) 

(Acres) 

4549  Dry  Creek 

3,110 

_ 

3,110 

. 

. 

5002  Dedication  Site 

1,915 

- 

1,915 

- 

- 

- 

5003  Selig  Canal 

7,665 

- 

- 

- 

7,665 

_ 

5008  Brush  Point 

18,205 

- 

1,125 

12 

,905 

4,175 

- 

5010  Dead  Horse 

955 

860 

95 

- 

- 

- 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

2,825 

- 

2,825 

- 

- 

- 

5012  Cedar  Point 

620 

- 

620 

- 

- 

_ 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

1,335 

1,175 

160 

- 

- 

- 

5014  Poison  Springs 

1,570 

- 

1,275 

295 

- 

- 

5015  Grizzly  Gulch 

1,930 

- 

1,930 

- 

- 

- 

5016  Black  Canyon 

440 

- 

- 

440 

- 

- 

5017  Green  Mountain 

20,825 

- 

10,490 

10 

,335 

- 

- 

5020  Black  Ridge 

6,875 

- 

- 

6 

,875 

- 

- 

5022  Rabbit  Gulch 

1,250 

- 

560 

690 

- 

- 

5025  Fruitland  Mesa 

80 

- 

- 

80 

- 

- 

5026  Star  Nelson  Airport    80 

- 

80 

- 

- 

- 

5027  Adobe 

300 

- 

300 

- 

- 

- 

5028  Doug  Creek 

400 

400 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5029  Spring  Gulch 

1,430 

1,430 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5030  Bostwick  Park 

5,495 

2,065 

- 

- 

- 

3,430 

5033  Pinyon  Springs 

1,030 

1,030 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5036  Big  Gulch 

40 

- 

40 

- 

- 

- 

5037  Black  Mesa 

500 

- 

500 

- 

- 

- 

5038  Red  Canyon 

80 

- 

- 

80 

- 

- 

5039  Onion  Valley 

40 

40 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5040  Pine  Ridge 

80 

- 

80 

- 

- 

- 

5041  East  Gould 

Reservoir 

620 

- 

620 

- 

- 

- 

5043  Collins 

200 

- 

200 

- 

- 

- 

5044  Big  Pasture 

200 

- 

200 

- 

- 

- 

5045  Black  Bullet 

90 

- 

- 

90 

- 

- 

5046  Big  Gulch 

440 

- 

440 

- 

- 

- 

5047  Mesa  Creek 

640 

640 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5048  Morrow  Point 

1,035 

1,035 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5049  Smith  Fork 

450 

- 

- 

450 

- 

- 

5050  Allen  Reservoir 

200 

- 

200 

- 

- 

- 

5502  Sandy  Wash 

7,530 

- 

490 

7 

,040 

- 

- 

5503  Green 

450 

- 

- 

450 

- 

- 

5504  Roatcap 

3,070 

- 

- 

3 

,070 

- 

- 

5505  Transfer 

2,970 

- 

1,200 

1 

,770 

- 

- 

5507  Pipeline 

19,190 

- 

15,705 

- 

3,485 

- 

5508  Government 

Springs 

2,260 

- 

2,260 

- 

- 

- 

5509  Coal  Creek 

320 

320 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5510  Bald  Hills 

205 

205 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5511  Shavano  Mesa 

2,015 

500 

1,515 

- 

- 

- 

5512  Franklin  Mesa 

3,600 

3,600 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin 

5,425 

- 

5,425 

- 

- 

- 

5514  East  Fork  Dry 

Creek 

135 

- 

- 

135 

- 

- 

5515  Olathe  Reservoir 

185 

- 

- 

185 

- 

- 

5516  Piney 

8,335 

- 

2,860 

5 

,475 

- 

- 

5517  Spring  Creek 

Canyon 

440 

440 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5518  Dave  Wood 

2,565 

- 

835 

1 

,730 

- 

- 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 

10,365 

- 

1,710 

2 

,575 

6,080 

- 

5521  Highway  90 

6,215 

- 

- 

6 

,215 

- 

- 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

19,785 

- 

9,893 

9 

,892 

- 

- 

5523  Horsefly 

640 

- 

640 

- 

- 

- 

5524  Duckett  Draw 

275 

- 

- 

275 

- 

- 
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TABLE  2-4 
PRESENT  EROSION  CONDITION  CLASS  BY  ALLOTMENT  (cont.; 


Allotment 
No.  &  Name 


Acres 
NRL 


Stable 
(Acres) 


Erosion  Condition  Classes 


Slight 
(Acres) 


Moderate 
(Acres) 


Critical 
(Acres) 


Severe 
(Acres) 


5525  Dry  Creek 

100 

100 

- 

- 

5529  Log  Hill 

4 

,345 

- 

4,345 

- 

5530  Billy  Creek 

3 

,995 

- 

3,995 

- 

5532  Burro  Ridge 

200 

- 

- 

200 

5533  Onion  Lakes 

630 

- 

630 

- 

5534  Shin  Park 

3 

,970 

3,970 

- 

- 

5535  Cedar  Creek 

240 

- 

240 

- 

5536  South  Canal 

2 

,115 

- 

2,115 

- 

5538  Rock  Ditch 

55 

- 

55 

- 

5540  Dry  Gulch 

4 

,860 

- 

2,420 

2,440 

5542  Bosgal 

50 

- 

50 

- 

5543  Waugh 

200 

- 

200 

- 

5544  Kelly 

80 

- 

80 

- 

5545  Henshaw 

170 

- 

- 

170 

5546  Waterdog  Basin 

400 

- 

400 

- 

5547  Slagle  Pass 

310 

310 

- 

- 

5548  Washboard  Rock 

760 

760 

- 

- 

5549  High  Park 

1 

,660 

1,660 

- 

- 

5551  Dexter  Creek 

65 

65 

- 

- 

5552  Dallas 

240 

- 

240 

- 

5553  Fisher  Creek 

480 

- 

480 

- 

5555  Taylor  Draw 

325 

- 

325 

- 

5556  Burro  Creek 

120 

- 

120 

- 

5557  Alkali 

485 

- 

485 

- 

5559  South  Fork 

120 

- 

120 

- 

5560  Cookie  Tree 

640 

- 

640 

- 

5561  East  Fork 

80 

- 

- 

- 

5562  Hillside 

160 

- 

- 

160 

5563  Moonshine  Park 

230 

- 

230 

- 

5564  Gravel  Pit 

40 

- 

- 

40 

5565  Tommy  Creek 

120 

- 

120 

- 

5566  Cow  Creek 

520 

520 

- 

- 

5567  Busted  Boiler 

40 

40 

- 

- 

5568  Baldy 

680 

680 

- 

- 

5569  Hairpin 

500 

- 

500 

- 

5570  Cedar 

2 

,125 

- 

2,125 

- 

5572  McKenzie  Creek 

110 

- 

110 

- 

5574  Tappan  Creek 

240 

- 

240 

- 

Unallotted  Lands 

13 

,550 

- 

6,775 

6,775 

80 


TOTALS 


525,775 


32,260    236,998    224,767 


28,320 


3,430 
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Dfscription  of  Environment — Existing 

each  drainage  in  the  three  subbasins  (1943-1960)  is 
shown  in  table  2-5  (U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture 1962). 

The  North  Fork  subbasin  comprises  about 
800,000  acres  of  federal  and  private  land.  It  in- 
cludes the  drainage  area  of  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Gunnison  River  and  its  tributaries  plus  the 
Leroux,  Currant,  Surface,  and  Tongue  creek 
drainages.  The  subbasin  is  a  complex  water- 
supply  area  with  over  160  lakes  and  reservoirs, 
largely  on  the  Grand  Mesa,  which  store  water  for 
late  season  use. 

The  250,000  acre  Smith  Fork-Crystal  subbasin 
is  the  smallest  of  the  three  subbasins  in  the  ES 
area.  The  subbasin  is  composed  of  the  Smith 
Fork,  Iron  Creek,  and  Crystal  Creek  drainages. 
Crawford  and  Gould  reservoirs  are  the  two  major 
reservoirs  in  the  area  with  several  smaller  lakes 
and  reservoirs  providing  additional  stream  flow 
regulation. 

The  Uncompahgre  subbasin  is  made  up  of 
nearly  960,000  acres  of  federal,  state,  and  private 
land  and  includes  the  drainage  area  of  the  Un- 
compahgre River  and  Roubideau  Creek.  Water 
storage  for  late  season  use  is  provided  by  the 
hundreds  of  lakes,  reservoirs,  and  stock  tanks  in 
the  subbasin.  However,  additional  water  is  im- 
ported from  the  Upper  Gunnison  subbasin. 

Most  streams  in  the  ES  area  begin  on  national 
forest  lands  (NFL)  and  enter  national  resource 
lands  (NRL)  at  the  lower  forest  boundary.  In 
some  cases,  the  streams  flow  through  canyons 
with  sufficient  land  space  in  the  bottoms  to  sup- 
port small  pastures,  fields,  or  orchards.  There,  the 
land  adjacent  to  the  streams  tends  to  be  privately 
owned,  while  the  surrounding  lands  are  NRL. 
Much  of  this  stream  water  is  diverted  for  irriga- 
tion and  never  reaches  the  main  valley  floor  (see 
table  2-6).  Generally  only  those  streams  in  canyon 
bottoms  unsuitable  for  agriculture  have  not  been 
diverted  for  irrigation,  and  there  the  adjacent  land 
has  remained  NRL.  The  foothill  lands  give  way  to 
the  major  river  valleys  which  are  used  by  private 
landowners  for  agriculture.  Any  streams  reaching 
the  valley  bottoms  are  immediately  diverted  for 
use  in  irrigation. 

Factors  Influencing   Runoff 

Surface  runoff  on  range  lands  occurs  when  a 
maximum  amount  of  moisture  has  been  absorbed 
by  both  vegetation  (interception  storage)  and  soils 
(soil    moisture    storage)    and    when    the    rate    of 


Chapter  2 

Table  2-6. — Direct  flow  diversions  for  the  Gunnison  River  Basin 
(1973-76) 

Year  Acre  feet 

1973  2,444,130 

1974  1,914,892 

1975  2,183,407 

1976  1,867,115 

Average 2,102,386 

SOURCE:  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  ERS.  USFS,  SCS.  Water  and  Related 
Land  Resources.  Gunnison  River  Basin.  Colorado,  1962. 


precipitation  exceeds  the  rate  of  moisture  flow 
into  the  soil  (infiltration  rate)  (Branson,  Gifford, 
and  Owen  1972).  The  volume  of  runoff  depends 
upon  the  characteristics  of  each  storm  and 
watershed. 

In  the  ES  area,  most  runoff  occurs  in  response 
to  spring  snow  melt  and  high  intensity  summer 
thunderstorms.  Peak  discharges  from  summer 
thunderstorms  are  normally  greater  than  those 
created  by  spring  snow  melt.  Consequently, 
higher  sediment  yields  are  generally  associated 
with  the  summer  storms. 

Hy  prolog  it    Environment 

Nine  representative  watersheds  were  chosen  to 
evaluate  the  hydrologic  environment  of  the  ES 
area  (map  2-4).  Table  2-7  shows  the  area,  orienta- 
tion, aspect,  elevation,  average  slope,  hydraulic- 
length,  and  mean  stream  gradient  for  each 
watershed,  as  well  as  the  estimated  effects  on  ru- 
noff and  peak  discharge  of  the  most  severe  rain- 
fall condition  studied  (a  24-hour  storm,  which  oc- 
curs on  the  average  of  once  every  50  years);  the 
table  also  lists  the  allotments  which  occur  in  each 
watershed.  (See  appendix  I,  figures  A-l  to  A-5, 
for  average  annual  precipitation  and  mean  annual 
snowfall.) 

The  hydrologic  soil  groups  for  the  watersheds 
range  from  D  with  an  average  infiltration  rate  of 
0.25  inch  per  hour  to  B  with  a  rate  of  2.13  inches 
per  hour  (see  Soils). 

The  major  vegetative  classifications  that  fall 
within  the  representative  watersheds  are  (1)  desert 
shrubs  (4,900  to  5,500  feet),  (2)  pinyon,  juniper, 
sagebrush  (5,800  to  8.500  feet),  and  (3)  oakbrush, 
ponderosa  pine,  sagebrush  (8,500  to  9,500  feet). 
Vegetative  variations  occur  within  each  zone  de- 
pending on  topography,  precipitation,  and  land 
use  (see  Vegetation). 
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TABLE  2-5 
WATER  SUPPLY,  WESTERN  HALF  OF  THE 
GUNNISON  RIVER  BASIN  (1943-60  AVERAGE) 


Subbasins  &  Drainages Acre-Feet 

NORTH  FORK  SUBBASIN  a/ 

North  Fork  near  Somerset  318,100 

Minnesota  Creek  and  tributaries  16,900 

Hubbard,  Terror,  Jay,  and  Roatcap  Creeks                21,700 

Leroux  Creek  32,900 

Currant  Creek  4,600 

Surface  Creek,  including  Milk  Creek  31,900 
Young,  Kiser,  Cottonwood,  Ward,  and 

George  Creeks  31,800 

Oak  and  Doughspoon  Creeks  4,000 

Incidental  Areas  2,000 

City  of  Delta  export  2,000 

Overland  Ditch  import  5,400 

SUBTOTAL  b/  469,300 

SMITH  FORK-CRYSTAL  SUBBASIN  a^c/ 

Smith  Fork  d/  34,800 

Iron  Creek  e/  6,100 

Crystal  Creek  f/  25,900 

SUBTOTAL  b/  66,800 


UNCOMPAHGRE  SUBBASIN  & 

Uncompahgre  at  Colona  178,200 

Ouray  County  consumptive  use  24,500 

Minor  tributaries  and  ungauged  areas  29,800 

Roubideau  above  Buttermilk  26,900 

Imports: 

Cimarron  Ditch  24,400 

Gunnison  Tunnel  335,100 

City  of  Delta  h/  2,000 

SUBTOTAL  b,h/  618,900 


TOTAL 1,155,000 

Source:  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  ERS,  FS,  SCS,  Water  and 

Related  Land  Resources,  Gunnison  River  Basin,  Colorado,  1962. 

a/  Includes  subbasin  accretions  to  basin  water  supplies.  Does  not 

include  main  river  flow  entering  subbasin,  local  return  flows, 

or  direct  accretions  to  river  flow,  if  any. 

b/  Partly  estimated  by  correlation. 

c/  Does  not  include  potential  increase  by  proposed  project  diversion 

from  Soap  Park  in  Upper  Gunnison  subbasin. 

d_/  Includes  Saddle  Mountain,  Gove,  and  Pilot  Rock  Canals. 

e/  Excluding  return  flow,  irrigation  waste,  and  imported  water. 

f/  Includes  Dyer  Fork  and  Crystal  Valley  ditches. 

2/     Return  flow  not  included. 

h/  City  of  Delta  import  included  in  North  Fork  subtotal  and  not 

included  in  Uncompahgre  subtotal. 
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Map  2-3.   Sub  Basins  of  the  Gunnison 
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Surface  Water  Quality 

Quality  of  surface  waters  in  the  ES  area  is  de- 
pendent upon  hydrologic  characteristics,  irrigation 
practices,  geology,  climate,  seasonal  and  year-to- 
year  trends  in  stream  flow,  land  use,  and  hydrau- 
lic position  within  the  Uncompahgre  and  Gun- 
nison river  basins.  The  quality  of  surface  waters 
(lakes,  streams,  rivers)  is  inseparable  from  the 
quantity  and  flow  timing  of  such  waters.  Quantita- 
tive factors,  such  as  peak  discharge,  mean  daily 
discharge,  current  velocity,  and  stream  hydro- 
graphic  characteristics  (e.g.,  physical  conditions, 
boundaries,  and  flow),  definitely  influence  and  in 
part  control  the  concentration  and  discharge  of 
chemical  and  biological  substances  which  deter- 
mine water  quality. 

Baseline  data  collection  of  water  quality  infor- 
mation is  principally  the  responsibility  of  the  U.S. 
Geological  Survey  (USGS),  Water  Resources 
Division.  Unfortunately,  due  to  a  variety  of  fac- 
tors, surface  water  quality  records  at  the  USGS 
data  collection  points  cannot  be  related  to  the 
quality  of  runoff  yielded  from  or  flowing  through 
NRL  of  the  ES  area. 

Colorado's  State  Department  of  Health,  Water 
Quality  Control  Division,  in  compliance  with 
Public  Law  92-500,  has  developed  a  monitoring 
network  across  the  state,  which  includes  one  sig- 
nificant station  in  the  ES  area:  North  Fork  of  the 
Gunnison  River  below  Hotchkiss  (Secondary  Sta- 
tion No.  100).  Measurements  at  this  station  are 
significantly  affected  by  NRL  runoff  (see  appen- 
dix 3,  table  A-2).  The  remaining  five  state  of 
Colorado  stations  in  the  ES  area  are  not  favorably 
located  to  provide  data  on  NRL  runoff. 

Between  May  of  1959  and  August  of  1961,  the 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation  (USBR)  collected 
water  quality  data  for  the  Gunnison  River  near 
Cory.  These  data  are  summarized  in  USGS  Water 
Supply  Papers  1645,  1745,  and  1885.  In  addition, 
limited  data  on  water  quality  within  the  ES  area, 
collected  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
(BLM)  during  May  of  1976,  are  on  file  in  the 
Montrose  District  Office. 

Although  little  information  is  available  about 
the  water  quality  of  the  streams  draining  and 
flowing  through  BLM  lands  of  the  ES  area,  the 
following  generalizations  are  possible. 

Chemical  Quality 

The  chemical  quality  of  water  in  the  streams  of 
the  ES  area  varies  considerably.  Total  dissolved 


solids  is  the  best  composite  indicator  of  chemical 
water  quality.  Characteristically,  the  concentra- 
tion of  dissolved  solids  nearly  varies  inversely  to 
stream  flow:  it  is  highest  at  low  stream  flow  and 
lowest  at  the  higher  discharges. 

In  the  headwaters  of  the  Gunnison  and  Uncom- 
pahgre rivers  (Iorns,  Hembrie,  and  Oakland  1965) 
the  range  between  high  and  low  discharges  in  dis- 
solved solids  concentration  is  relatively  small.  But 
in  the  downstream  reaches,  the  maximum  range  in 
concentration  increases  in  direct  proportion  to 
flow  increases.  This  phenomenon,  geoclimatic 
considerations,  and  inefficient  irrigation  practices 
combine  to  make  salinity  (or  total  dissolved 
solids)  a  problem  in  the  Uncompahgre  River 
basin.  (U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  USBR 
1976) 

Good  salinity  data  for  streams  in  the  ES  area 
are  not  available.  However,  a  salinity  study  by 
the  BLM  (1976)  on  the  Upper  Colorado  River 
Basin,  to  which  the  ES  area  is  tributary,  states 
that 

The  concentration  of  salts  in  streams  coming  from  NRL  varies 
significantly.  It  was  found  that  concentration  of  salts  in 
streams  originating  from  ground  water  on  NRL  ranged  from 
approximately  3,000  to  5,000  mg/l  (milligrams  per  liter). 
Concentration  of  salts  in  surface  water,  however,  ranged 
from  500  to  2,000  mg/l,  see  BLM  open  file  report  previ- 
ously cited. 

The  study  also  stated  that  the  Gunnison  River 
receives  large  quantities  of  salt  from  the  North 
Fork  and  Uncompahgre  river  systems.  Salinity 
discharges  of  the  Gunnison,  together  with  salt 
loading  from  irrigation  return  flow  in  Colorado's 
Grand  Valley,  have  a  great  influence  on  the  total 
salinity  load  of  the  Upper  Colorado  River  (BLM 
1976). 

Colorado  Water  Quality  Control  Commission 
(Colorado  Department  of  Health  1974)  lists  the 
Uncompahgre  River  as  polluted  with  heavy  metals 
and  acid  mine  wastes  in  the  area  above  Ridgway. 

Sediment  Yield 

The  suspended  sediments  carried  in  streams 
and  rivers  of  the  ES  area  represent  a  serious 
source  of  water  pollution.  For  example,  in  1891, 
Jordan  reported  that  the  Gunnison  River  at  Delta 
was  clear  with  a  gravelly  or  sandy  bottom, 
although  in  still  places  it  was  occasionally  muddy. 
Today,  even  with  the  benefit  of  four  reservoirs 
acting  as  upstream  settling  ponds,  this  river  is 
very  muddy  at  Delta. 
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Soils  derived  from  marine  shales  and  areas  hav- 
ing annual  precipitation  of  approximately  10 
inches  have  been  shown  to  have  the  highest  an- 
nual sediment  yields  (Branson,  Miller,  and 
McQueen  1972;  Langbein  and  Schumm  1958). 
This  description  fits  much  of  the  central  portion 
of  the  ES  area.  Watersheds  in  the  ES  area  have 
low  water  retention  capacities,  high  erosion  fac- 
tors, and  high  sediment  yields. 

The  sediment  yield  rates  for  the  ES  area  were 
taken  from  the  Sediment  Yield  Map  for  Colorado, 
published  by  the  Colorado  Land  Use  Commission 
(1974).  Most  of  the  quantitative  data  used  to 
determine  these  yields  were  compiled  by  the 
Colorado  Land  Use  Commission  from  dry  reser- 
voirs on  small  watersheds  and  were  considered  to 
reflect  the  average  weight  of  volume  sediment 
deposited  in  the  reservoirs.  Data  for  determining 
the  sediment  yield  were  obtained  from  a  variety 
of  sources:  (1)  a  reservoir  survey  made  by  the 
SCS,  USGS,  and  the  Corps  of  Engineers;  (2) 
suspected  sediment  load  measurements  made  by 
the  USGS,  USBR,  and  Corps  of  Engineers;  (3) 
estimates  of  sediment  yields  taken  from  the 
Pacific  Southwest  Inter-Agency  Committee 
Procedures;  (4)  geologic  maps;  and  (5)  soils, 
vegetation,  and  land  use  maps  prepared  by  the 
SCS. 

The  allotments  of  the  ES  area  occur  in  four  dif- 
ferent sediment  yield  areas  as  shown  on  map  2- 
5.  Very  high  sediment  yields  of  2  acre  feet  per 
square  mile  per  year  occur  in  Area  1.  This  is  the 
equivalent  of  5.6  tons  per  acre  per  year.  (The 
procedure  for  converting  acre  feet  per  square  mile 
per  year  to  ton  per  acre  per  year  is  shown  as  a 
footnote  to  table  2-8.)  The  sediment  yield  from 
Area  2  is  0.75  acre  foot  per  square  mile  per  year 
or  2.1  tons  per  acre  per  year.  Area  3  has  a 
moderate  yield  of  0.4  acre  foot  per  square  mile 
per  year  or  1.1  tons  per  acre  annually.  Area  4  has 
a  low  sediment  yield  of  0.2  acre  foot  per  square 
mile  per  year  or  0.6  ton  per  acre  annually.  Area 
5  has  a  very  low  yield  of  0.1  acre  foot  per  square 
mile  per  year  or  0.3  ton  per  acre  annually.  Overall 
approximately  15  percent  of  the  land  in  the  ES 
area  is  in  the  very  high  yield  category,  35  percent 
is  in  the  high  yield  category,  and  50  percent  is  in 
the  moderate  yield  category.  Table  2-8  shows  the 
estimated  sediment  yield  (tons  per  year)  for  each 
allotment. 


Ground  Water  Resources 

The  ES  area  is  bordered  on  the  south  and  east 
by  igneous  rock.  The  volcanic  and  intrusive  rocks 
are  mainly  basalt,  andesite,  and  diorite,  which 
make  poor  water-bearing  zones  unless  highly  frac- 
tured. In  general  the  formation  is  moderately  frac- 
tured, and  several  springs  can  be  found 
throughout  the  formation.  Another  outcrop  of  the 
igneous  formation  is  located  along  the  western 
portion  of  the  northern  border.  The  entire  forma- 
tion is  for  the  most  part  lacking  in  well  develop- 
ments due  to  the  difficulty  of  drilling  the  hard 
rock. 

The  western  portion  of  the  ES  area  is  mostly 
Dakota  sandstone  formation,  which  dips  to  the 
east-northeast  at  about  2  degrees  (Anderson  1976). 
It  is  overlain  in  the  central  portion  of  the  ES  area 
by  shale  and  sandstone  (mostly  Mancos  shale). 
The  exposed  Dakota  sandstone  in  the  Uncompah- 
gre  Plateau  is  the  principal  recharge  area  for  the 
confined  artesian  aquifer  (water-bearing  rock) 
found  below  the  Mancos  shale  formations  within 
the  valley.  The  sandstone  formation  yields 
between  about  10  and  80  gallons  per  minute,  de- 
pending on  well  design  and  local  conditions.  Wells 
drilled  in  the  valley  reach  the  sandstone  formation 
at  depths  of  about  80  to  400  feet  and  yield  10  to 
60  gallons  per  minute. 

The  Mancos  shale  formation  found  in  the  cen- 
tral and  northeastern  portions  of  the  ES  area 
yields  minor  amounts  of  water  on  a  local  basis. 
However,  the  water  is  generally  of  poor  quality 
due  to  solution  of  the  minerals  in  the  shale  forma- 
tion (see  Ground  Water  Quality  below).  The 
majority  of  the  formation  has  very  little  potential 
for  ground  water  development. 

An  outcrop  of  igneous  and  metamorphic  rock 
composed  of  granites  and  schists  is  found  in  the 
Black  Canyon  of  the  Gunnison.  The  impervious 
formation  is  the  basement  complex  upon  which 
the  other  formations  lie  (Iorns  1965).  The  dense, 
consolidated  formation  has  very  little  potential  for 
ground  water  storage. 

The  fluvial  and  glaciofluvial  deposits  adjacent 
to  the  Uncompahgre  and  Gunnison  rivers  produce 
some  of  the  highest  yielding  wells  in  the  ES  area, 
with  well  yields  as  high  as  1,000  gallons  per 
minute  or  more  in  some  locations. 

Ground  Water  Quality 

The  overall  quality  of  the  ground  water  in  the 
ES  area  is  considered  to  be  slightly  to  moderately 
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saline  (containing  mineral  salts):  1,000  to  about 
10,000  milligrams  per  liter  of  dissolved  solids 
(Price  and  Waddell  1973).  Wells  located  in  the 
Mancos  shale  formation,  Dakota  sandstone,  and 
valley  fill  deposits  yield  water  considered  saline 
by  the  Price  and  Waddell  criteria. 

The  small  amounts  of  water  found  in  the  Man- 
cos  shale  are  normally  very  saline  due  primarily 
to  the  marine  deposits  associated  with  that  forma- 
tion. Water  in  the  Dakota  formation  generally 
contains  500  to  3,000  milligrams  per  liter  of  dis- 
solved solids,  and  the  principal  ion  pairs  include 
sodium  bicarbonate  and  sodium  chloride.  Locally, 
high  concentrations  of  selenium  and  arsenic  can 
be  found  in  the  Dakota  sandstone  formation 
(Anderson  1976).  The  USGS  reported  that 

Water  in  the  valley-fill  deposits  commonly  is  hard  and  eon- 
tains  varying  amounts  of  calcium,  magnesium,  bicarbonate, 
and  sulfate.  The  water  generally  is  more  mineralized  than 
that  in  adjacent  streams.  In  some  areas  dissolved-solids  con- 
tent exceeds  1,000  mg/l  (milligrams  per  liter)  particularly 
where  irrigation  water  leaches  salts  from  underlying  or  ad- 
jacent rocks  in  the  Mancos  shale  as  in  the  Uneompahgre 
Valley.  Salts  also  concentrate  in  water  owing  to  evaporation 
in  areas  that  are  poorly  drained  where  the  water  table  is 
close  to  the  land  surface.  (Boettcher  1972) 

The  occasional  springs  and  wells  found  in  the 
igneous  and  metamorphic  rock  formations  usually 
yield  good  quality  water.  The  water  is  low  in  dis- 
solved solids,  primarily  because  of  the  geochemi- 
cal  properties  of  the  crystalline  rocks  and  the  high 
elevations  of  the  formations.  The  water  in  the 
aquifer  originates  as  rainfall  or  snowmelt  at  higher 
elevations  and  is  not  affected  by  the  lower  eleva- 
tion marine  deposits. 

Natural  discharge  of  ground  water  supplements 
stream  runoff  as  baseflow.  The  dissolved  solids  in 
ground  water  discharged  to  the  streams  are  a 
major  part  of  the  total  salt  load  in  the  streams  as 
shown  in  table  2-9  (Boettcher  1972). 

Vegetation 

Vegetative  Types 

There  are  thirteen  broad  vegetative  types  in  the 
ES  area.  Map  2-6  shows  their  distribution  in  the 
area. 

Pinvon-Junipfr 

Pinyon-juniper  (270,520  acres,  51.5  percent  of 
NRL)  is  located  in  foothill  and  mesa  areas  below 
the  mountain  shrub  type  of  the  Uneompahgre 
Plateau,  Grand  Mesa,  Gunnison  Gorge  uplift, 
North  Fork  Valley,  and  Cimarron  Ridge.  It  is  situ- 
ated in  an  elevation  range  of  6,200  to  7,400  feet. 


where  annual  precipitation  ranges  from  10  to  16 
inches. 

The  major  overstory  of  this  type  is  Colorado 
pinyon  pine  (Pinus  edulis)  and  Utah  juniper 
(Juniperus  osteosperma).  The  understory  is 
generally  dominated  by  grass  species  such  as  bot- 
tlebrush  squirreltail  (Sitanion  hystrix),  Indian 
ricegrass  (Oryzopsis  hymenoides),  and  needle-and- 
thread  {Stipa  comata). 

Stands  of  pinyon-juniper  are  interspersed  with 
sagebrush  parks  composed  of  big  sagebrush 
(Artemisia  tridentata),  black  sagebrush  (A.  nova), 
and  lanceleaf  yellowbrush  (Chrysothamnus  lan- 
ceolatus).  In  areas  which  have  been  chained, 
browse  species  such  as  common  serviceberry 
(Amelanchier  alnifolia)  and  mountain  mahogany 
(Cercoearpus  montanus)  occur. 

Saltbush 

Saltbush  (76,495  acres,  14.5  percent  of  NRL)  is 
typically  located  between  pinyon-juniper  and  ir- 
rigated croplands  of  the  valleys.  Annual  precipita- 
tion averages  below  10  inches.  The  dominant  spe- 
cies is  shadscale  (Atriplex  confertifolia).  Other 
shrub  species  in  this  type  are  mat  saltbush  (A. 
corrugata)  and  four-wing  saltbush  (A.  canescens). 
Grass  understory  common  to  the  saltbush  type  in- 
cludes galleta  (Hilaria  jamesii),  blue  grama 
(Boutcloua  gracilis),  and  bottlebrush  squirreltail. 
Rubberweed  (Chrysothamnus  nauscosus)  and 
broom  snakeweed  (Gutierrezia  sarothrae)  are  also 
found. 

Df.skrt  Shrub 

The  greatest  portion  of  the  desert  shrub  type  is 
located  west  of  Delta  at  6,200  feet  or  lower. 
Precipitation  in  this  area  is  approximately  12 
inches  annually.  Species  common  to  this  type 
(58,265  acres,  11.1  percent  of  NRL)  are  shad- 
scale,  prickly  pear  (Opuntia  sp.),  groundsel 
(Senecio  sp.),  galleta  grass,  and  cheatgrass 
(Bromus  tectorum). 

Mountain   Shrub 

The  mountain  shrub  type  (53,230  acres,  10.1 
percent  of  NRL)  includes  untimbered  lands  where 
shrubs  other  than  sagebrush  and  rabbitbrush 
predominate.  It  occurs  in  areas  of  14  to  18  inches 
of  annual  precipitation,  which  includes  elevations 
of  from  about  7,000  to  9,000  feet.  The  major 
overstory  species  within  this  type  are  Gambel  oak 
(Quercus  gambelii),  common  serviceberry,  and 
mountain  mahogany.  The  understory  is  made  up 
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SEDIMENT  YIELDS  IN  TONS/ACRE/YEAR 

1  Very  High  -  5.6 

2  High       -  2.1 

3  Moderate   -  1.1 

4  Low       -   . 6 

5  Very  Low   -   . 3 
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TABLE  2-9 
AVERAGE  GROUND  WATER  CONTRIBUTION  TO  SELECTED  MOUNTAIN  STREAMS 


Station 

Number 
of  years 
of  record 

Ground-water 
Percentage 
of  total 
stream  flow 

discharge 
Average 
annual 
(cfs)  a/ 

09126000 

Cimarron  River 
near  Cimarron 

12 

26 

22 

09128500 

Smith  Fork 
near  Crawford 

31 

23 

9 

09130500 

East  Muddy  Creek 
near  Bardine 

18 

20 

18 

09134500 

Leroux  Creek  near 
Cedaredge 

27 

16 

7 

09143000 

Surface  Creek 
near  Cedaredge 

27 

16 

7 

09146400 

West  Fork  Dallas 
Creek  near  Ridgway 

11 

32 

4 

09146500 

East  Fork  Dallas 
Creek  near  Ridgway 

13 

28 

7 

09147(100 

Cow  Creek  near 
Ridgway 

12 

12 

7 

Source:  Boettcher  1972. 

a/  cfs  =  cubic  feet  per  second 
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Description  of  Environment — Existing 


Chapter  2 


of  bluegrass  (Pou  sp.),  smooth  brome  (Bromus  in- 
ermis),    and    arrowleaf    balsamroot    (Balsamorhiza 

sag  it  tutu ). 

Sagebrush 

The  sagebrush  type  (48,925  acres,  9.3  percent 
of  NRL)  is  generally  adjacent  to  the  pinyon-ju- 
niper  type  in  the  same  elevation  and  precipitation 
zone  in  the  ES  area.  The  dominant  species  are  big 
sagebrush  and  black  sagebrush.  Lanceleaf  yellow- 
brush  also  occurs  in  this  type  at  lesser  population 
levels.  Understory  species  are  blue  grama,  galleta 
grass,  bottlebrush  squirreltail,  bluegrass,  Indian 
ricegrass,  and  globemallow  (Sphaeralcea  sp.) 

Conner 

The  conifer  type  (6,065  acres,  1.2  percent  of 
NRL)  is  found  at  the  higher  elevations  near  NFL 
receiving  20  inches  or  more  of  precipitation  an- 
nually. The  elevation  range  of  this  type  may  be  as 
low  as  6,000  feet  (near  Paonia  Reservoir)  or  as 
high  as  1 1 ,000  feet  (on  Cimarron  Ridge).  En- 
glemann  spruce  (Picea  englemanni),  alpine  fir 
(Abies  lasiocarpa),  and  Douglas  fir  (Pseudotsuga 
menziesii)  are  the  major  overstory  species;  pon- 
derosa  pine  (Finns  ponderosa)  makes  up  a  lesser 
part  of  the  type's  overstory.  Understory  species 
are  American  vetch  (Vicia  americana), 
monkshood  (Aconitum  columbianum),  sedge 
(Carex  sp.),  and  thurber  fescue  (Festuca  thurberi). 
Aspen  is  usually  associated  with  the  conifer  type. 

Barren  and  Waste 

The  barren  and  waste  types  (6,505  acres,  1.2 
percent  of  NRL)  include  areas  of  practically  no 
natural  vegetation  or  areas  so  rough  or  inaccessi- 
ble as  to  make  their  future  grazing  use  improba- 
ble. 

Halt-shrubs,  Annuals,  and  Greasewood 

These  three  types  (2,430  acres,  0.5  percent  of 
NRL)  are  located  generally  in  the  lower  elevation 
areas  below  6,200  feet  where  some  surface 
disturbance  of  the  soil  has  occurred,  for  example, 
because  of  sheep  and  cattle  holding  areas  or 
mineral  exploration  activities.  The  main  species 
present  in  the  halfshrub  type  are  broom 
snakeweed,  wild  daisy  (Erigcron),  cheatgrass,  and 
blue  grama.  The  annual  type  is  composed  of 
cheatgrass  and  numerous  annual  forbs,  shadscale, 
and  galleta  grass.  Greasewood  type  is  predomi- 
nantly greasewood  (Sarcohatus  vermiculatua), 
phlox  (Phlox  spp.),  and  cheatgrass. 


Broadlf.af  Trees 

The  broadleaf  tree  type  (2,110  acres,  0.4  per- 
cent of  NRL)  is  located  mainly  along  higher 
elevation  drainages  and  lower  elevation  perennial 
streams.  Major  tree  species  for  this  type  are 
quaking  aspen  {Popuhis  tremuloides)  and  cotton- 
wood  (Populus  sp.).  The  aspen  is  often  inter- 
spersed in  the  conifer  type  throughout  this  area. 

Grass 

Areas  that  consist  of  the  grassland  type  (1,230 
acres,  0.2  percent  of  NRL)  have  been  cleared  and 
seeded  to  various  species  of  wheatgrass 
(Agropyron)  and  thurber  fescue.  These  grassland 
areas  form  open  parks  in  pinyon-juniper  and 
conifer  types. 

Vegetative  Condition 

Range  condition — good,  fair,  and  poor — is  used 
to  describe  the  condition  of  the  various  vegetative 
types;  it  relates  the  current  condition  of  the  range 
to  the  potential  of  which  the  particular  area  is 
capable.  Map  2-7  shows  the  vegetative  range  con- 
dition in  the  ES  area.  Table  2-10  lists  total  acreage 
of  NRL  and  acreage  by  condition  classes  and 
trend  for  each  vegetative  type  aggregated  by  allot- 
ment. (Refer  to  appendix  4  for  a  discussion  of  the 
method  used  to  assign  range  condition  classes  in 
the  ES  area.) 

Table  2-11  indicates  present  and  potential 
vegetative  production  in  animal  unit  months 
(AUMs),  present  vegetative  density,  and  present 
composition  of  key  species  for  each  vegetative 
type  aggregated  by  allotment.  A  more  detailed 
breakdown  by  soil  association,  allotment,  and 
pasture  is  available  on  request  from  the  Montrose 
District  BLM  office,  as  is  a  list  of  the  plant  spe- 
cies in  the  ES  area.  For  a  discussion  of 
methodology  and  data  base,  see  appendix  4. 

Poisonous  and  Noxious  Plants 

Poisonous  and  noxious  plants  are  not  a  major 
problem,  but  some  are  scattered  throughout  the 
ES  area.  They  are  larkspur  (Delphinium),  lupine 
(Lupinux),  greasewood,  halogeton  (Halogeton 
glomerulus),  monkshood,  and  oakbrush.  Larkspur, 
lupine,  greasewood,  and  oakbrush  are  poisonous 
to  cattle  in  the  spring  and  early  summer.  Oak- 
brush, which  causes  the  greatest  losses  (two  or 
three  cows  per  year),  is  poisonous  after  a  late 
frost.  Lupine,  monkshood,  and  halogeton  are 
poisonous  to  sheep  in  the  spring. 
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TABLE  2-11 
PRESENT  AND  POTENTIAL  VEGETATIVE  PRODUCTION,  PRESENT 
VEGETATIVE  DENSITY,  AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION 


Present 

Present 

Allotments 

Present 

Potential 

Veg. 

Key  Species 

& 

Prod,  a/ 

Prod,  a/ 

Dens,  b/ 

Composition 

c/ 

Veg.  Types 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

{%)  ~ 

(%) 

4001  Dominguez 

5,600 

41,020 

Hija 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

55 

1 

2 

Saltbush 

12 

2 

5 

Desert  Shrub 

12 

2 

5 

Sagebrush 

51 

1 

2 

4002  Lower  Escalante 

335 

1,665 

Orhy  Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

50 

10 

10 

Saltbush 

36 

5 

10 

Desert  Shrub 

15 

T 

_ 

Sagebrush 

24 

T 

- 

4005  Fall  Cabin 

40 

300 

Sihy  Epvi 

Pinyon-Juniper 

34 

6 

3 

4006  Dry  Mesa 

1,185 

14,160 

Orhy 

Atca 

Arte- 
misia 

Pinyon-Juniper 

70 

5 

- 

30 

Saltbush 

50 

10 

20 

20 

Sagebrush 

50 

5 

T 

40 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

790 

9,170 

Hija 

Kocr 

Atca 

Arno 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

22 

3 

3 

7 

Saltbush 

19 

84 

_ 

11 

_ 

Sagebrush 

24 

42 

- 

- 

17 

4008  25  Mesa 

810 

6,630 

Hija 

Atca 

Spcr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

32 

21 

4 

- 

Saltbush 

36 

25 

10 

- 

Broadleaf  Trees 

67 

- 

3 

33 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

1,435 

8,760 

Hija 

Kocr 

Arno 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

32 

5 

3 

10 

1 

Sagebrush 

50 

7 
Spcr 

2 

8 

1 

Broadleaf  Trees 

67 

33 

- 

- 

3 

4011  Lower  Roubideau 

45 

400 

Spcr 

Atca 

Broadleaf  Trees 

67 

33 

3 

4012  Canal 

1,000 

8,875 

Orhy 

Kocr 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

25 

2 

1 

2 

Saltbush 

20 

1 

- 

1 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

570 

4,570 

Orhy  Hija 

Atca 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

53 

1 

4 

- 

1 

Saltbush 

43 

3 

10 

3 

- 

Sagebrush 

36 

2 

10 

- 

- 

4014  Joker 

115 

1,050 

Agro- 
pyror 

I 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

35 

70 

3 

4015  White  Ranch 

25 

265 

Hija 

Atca 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

30 

20 

4 

3 

4016  Wells  Gulch 

2,680 

7,160 

Hija 

Orhy 

Atco 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

58 

26 

T 

2 

- 

Desert  Shrub 

16 

20 

5 

2 

1 

Note:  Present  production,  vegetative  density,  and  species  composition  are  based  on  Bureau  of 
Land  Management,  Uncompahgre  Basin  Resource  Area,  unit  resource  analyses  and  allotment  manage- 
ment plans.  For  a  discussion  of  methodology  and  data  base  for  current  production  levels  and 
potential  production,  refer  to  appendix  4.  Potential  production  is  based  on  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service,  Paonia  Soil  Survey  Report  and  Ridgway  Soil  Survey  Report.  See  table  2-10  for 
vegetative  types,  condition,  and  trend  by  allotment. 

a/  Production  numbers  include  forage  available  for  wildlife  and  livestock  use.  One  AUM  equals 
1,800  pounds  of  forage. 

b/  Vegetative  density  as  defined  in  the  glossary  is  presented  as  a  representative  number  for  the 
wnole  type. 

c/  "T"  =  trace.  "-"  D  not  a  key  species  in  that  type  in  that  allotment.  "0"  =  no  trace  of  this 
key  species  present  now  in  that  type  in  the  future. 

See  list  at  end  of  table  for  scientific  and  common  names  of  key  species  listed  here  by 
scientific  abbreviations. 
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TABLE  2-11 
PRESENT  AND  POTENTIAL  VEGETATIVE  PRODUCTION,  PRESENT 

VEGETATIVE  DENSITY,  AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION  (cont. 


Present 

Present 

Allotments 

Present 

Potential 

Veg. 

Key  Species 

& 

Prod,  a/ 

Prod,  a/ 

Dens,  b/ 

Compo 

sition 

§/ 

Veg.  Types 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(%) 

(%) 

4017  Alkali  Flats 

3,560 

12,220 

Hija 

Orhy 

Atco 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

36 

- 

6 

9 

5 

Saltbush 

19 

- 

- 

- 

21 

Desert  Shrub 

25 

20 

T 

25 

5 

Mountain  Shrub 

50 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Sagebrush 

24 

42 

T 

- 

- 

4021  Point  Creek 

115 

390 

Hija 

Orhy 

Atco 

Atca 

Desert  Shrub 

20 

5 

2 

1 

1 

4022  Petrie  Mesa 

1,430 

4,415 

Hija 

Orhy 

Atri- 
plex 

Eula 

Pinyon-Juniper 

31 

3 

1 

11 

- 

Saltbush 

24 

7 
Spcr 

1 

30 

5 

Desert  Shrub 

13 

1 

- 

2 

- 

4024  Dirty  George 

300 

2,470 

Hija 

Stvi 

Cemo 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

49 

10 

- 

1 

2 

Mountain  Shrub 

65 

- 

1 

8 

6 

4025  Ward  Creek- 

Doughspoon 

700 

6,505 

Hija 

Atca 

Atco 

Pinyon-Juniper 

39 

10 

3 

3 

Saltbush 

36 

5 

10 

10 

Desert  Shrub 

24 

1 

10 

7 

4026  Escalante  Canyon 

40 

1,040 

Hija 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

40 

15 

5 

Saltbush 

30 

15 

5 

4501  Milk  Creek 

15 

115 

Kocr 

Orhy 

Artr 

Mountain  Shrub 

75 

11 

9 

60 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux 

495 

2,630 

Popr  Agsm 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

36 

2 

1 

8 

Mountain  Shrub 

75 

4 

4 

3 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

125 

1,070 

Orhy 

Pose 

Pera 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

40 

1 

0 

- 

2 

Mountain  Shrub 

55 

4 

8 

3 

7 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

195 

2,380 

Stco 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

37 

- 

T 

5 

35 

Mountain  Shrub 

63 

2 

2 

3 

16 

4505  Juniper  Knob 

10 

75 

Orhy 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

35 

3 

3 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

95 

1,190 

Orhy 

Basa 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

35 

3 

3 

3 

Mountain  Shrub 

72 

7 

7 

1 

4507  Jay  Creek 

1,030 

7,295 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

49 

T 

10 

Mountain  Shrub 

72 

1 

14 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

75 

480 

Agtr 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

28 

5 

3 

Mountain  Shrub 

60 

10 

10 

4511  Overland 

20 

180 

Orhy 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

51 

2 

65 

4512  East  Roatcap 

10 

40 

Agtr 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

51 

2 

65 

4513  Stevens  Gulch 

865 

4,325 

Orhy 

Sihy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

49 

- 

4 

10 

Mountain  Shrub 

72 

1 

4 

3 

Sagebrush 

44 

2 

2 

2 

4514  Upper  Terror 

Creek 

5 

35 

Orhy 

Sihy 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

76 

2 

4 

4 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

70 

615 

Agsm 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

52 

4 

6 

Mountain  Shrub 

76 

4 

6 
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TABLE  2-11 
PRESENT  AND  POTENTIAL  VEGETATIVE  PRODUCTION,  PRESENT 

VEGETATIVE  DENSITY,  AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION  (cont.) 


Present 

Present 

Allotments 

Present 

Potential 

Veg. 

Key  Species 

& 

Prod,  a/ 

Prod,  a/ 

Dens,  b/ 

Compo 

sition 

§/ 

Veg.  Types 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(%) 

(%) 

4516  North  Fork 

2,630 

10,775 

Hi  ja 

Atca 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

56 

10 

6 
Atco 

T 

3 

Saltbush 

15 

15 

24 

- 

- 

Desert  Shrub 

14 

8 
Br  in 

22 

Amal 

- 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

83 

3 
Hija 

2 

Arno 

- 

- 

Sagebrush 

38 

34 

13 

Atco 

- 

- 

Annuals 

24 

33 

21 

- 

- 

4517  Coal  Gulch 

770 

6,890 

Orhy 

Stco 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

8 

2 

10 

Mountain  Shrub 

82 

8 

2 

5 

4518  Pilot  Creek 

40 

60 

Agsm 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

90 

10 

T 

4519  Muddy  Creek 

25 

530 

Brin 

Putr 

Mountain  Shrub 

85 

10 

2 

Sagebrush 

55 

10 

2 

4520  Spring  Creek 

30 

135 

Brin 

Putr 

Mountain  Shrub 

85 

10 

2 

4521  Stock  Driveway 

10 

135 

Brin 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

82 

4 

5 

4522  Downing 

30 

135 

Brin 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

82 

4 

5 

4523  Williams  Creek 

10 

120 

Feid 

Cemo 

Mountain  Shrub 

75 

5 

5 

4524  Deep  Creek 

10 

180 

Feid 

Artr 

Mountain  Shrub 

80 

5 

10 

Conifer 

90 

2 

1 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

170 

1,215 

Agtr 

Stco 

Cemo 

Artr 

Mountain  Shrub 

62 

2 

3 

5 

16 

Conifer 

76 

4 

- 

T 

5 

Broadleaf  Trees 

76 

4 

- 

T 

5 

4526  Crystal  Creek 

60 

425 

Orhy 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

80 

5 

5 

Conifer 

75 

T 

2 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

700 

4,330 

Stco 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

46 

- 

T 

11 
Atca 

7 

Saltbush 

33 

- 

T 

6 
Cemo 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

71 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Sagebrush 

44 

2 

2 

2 
Syor 

57 

Conifer 

90 

6 

- 

6 

- 

Broadleaf  Trees 

90 

6 

- 

6 

- 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

335 

3,095 

Orhy  Agtr 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

47 

T 

1 

28 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

70 

3 

3 

35 
Artr 

Sagebrush 

40 

0 

0 

85 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

190 

1,335 

Orhy  Agtr 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

47 

T 

1 

28 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

82 

1 

T 

18 
Artr 

Sagebrush 

36 

0 

0 

100 
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TABLE  2-11 
PRESENT  AND  POTENTIAL  VEGETATIVE  PRODUCTION,  PRESENT 

VEGETATIVE  DENSITY,  AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION  (cont. 


Present 

Present 

Allotments 

Present 

Potential 

Veg. 

Key  Species 

& 

Prod,  a/ 

Prod,  a/ 

Dens,  b/ 

Composition  a/ 

Veg.  Types 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs ) 

(%) 

(%) 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

205 

2,105 

Agsm 

Atca 

Atco 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

3 

5 

- 

Saltbush 

20 

5 

10 

10 

Sagebrush 

25 

5 

5 

15 

4531  Popp  Ranch 

15 

260 

Orhy  Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

47 

T 

28 

Sagebrush 

36 

- 

100 

4532  McDonald  Ranch 

725 

3,060 

Agsm 

Hija 

Atco  Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

20 

T 

5 

5    5 

Saltbush 

17 

5 

5 

15    5 

Sagebrush 

28 

5 

5 

5    10 

4535  Home  Place 

15 

100 

Sihy 

Atco 

Saltbush 

28 

5 

64 

4536  West  Young's 

Peak 

10 

100 

Agsm 

Atco 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

73 

1 

- 

4 

Saltbush 

28 

- 

64 

- 

4537  Young's  Peak 

240 

1,500 

Agsm 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

73 

1 

4 

4538  Missouri  Flats 

5 

135 

Popr 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

82 

1 

18 

4539  Cottonwood  Creek 

10 

135 

Popr 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

82 

1 

18 

4540  North  Saddle 

Peak 

40 

265 

Popr 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

82 

1 

18 

4541  Sunshine  Mesa 

5 

25 

Sihy  Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

24 

20 

41 

4543  South  Saddle 

Peak 

20 

255 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

46 

T 

15 

4548  Creek  Bottom 

10 

175 

Agtr 

Artr 

Conifer 

76 

4 

5 

Broadleaf  Trees 

76 

4 

5 

4549  Dry  Creek 

265 

3,380 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

42 

2 

2 

Mountain  Shrub 

55 

1 

4 

5002  Dedication  Site 

100 

1,575 

Hija 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

31 

10 

19 

5003  Selig  Canal 

725 

2,565 

Stco 

Atri- 
plex 

Pinyon-Juniper 

30 

27 
Orhy 

3 

Saltbush 

12 

T 
Feid 

30 
Artr 

Mountain  Shrub 

56 

18 

23 

5008  Brush  Point 

1,755 

4,625 

Hija 

Atco 

Pinyon-Juniper 

30 

10 

15 

Saltbush 

20 

15 

25 

Barren 

0 

- 

- 

5010  Dead  Horse 

200 

850 

Br  in 

Cemo 

Mountain  Shrub 

83 

3 

T 

Sagebrush 

75 

T 

T 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

390 

2,510 

Orhy  Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

68 

T 

14 

Sagebrush 

41 

T 

7 

5012  Cedar  Point 

80 

405 

Orhy  Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

55 

1 

15 

Mountain  Shrub 

70 

T 

10 

Sagebrush 

80 

1 

10 

2-39 


TABLE  2-11 
PRESENT  AND  POTENTIAL  VEGETATIVE  PRODUCTION,  PRESENT 

VEGETATIVE  DENSITY,  AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION  cont. 


Present 

Present 

Allotments 

Present 

Potential 

Veg. 

Key  Species 

& 

Prod,  a/ 

Prod,  a/ 

Dens,  b/ 

Compo 

sition  a/ 

Veg.  Types 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(%) 

(%) 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

135 

1,115 

Orhy  Arno 

Pinyon-Juniper 

48 

T 

23 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

68 

T 

14 

Sagebrush 

41 

T 

7 

5014  Poison  Spring 

145 

1,155 

Orhy 

Arno 

Pinyon-Juniper 

48 

T 

6 

Mountain  Shrub 

65 

T 

14 

Sagebrush 

63 

T 

14 

5015  Grizzly  Gulch 

260 

1,715 

Orhy  Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

65 

T 

20 

Sagebrush 

41 

T 

5 

5016  Black  Canyon 

45 

390 

Kocr 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

80 

10 

19 

Sagebrush 

40 

5 

10 

5017  Green  Mountain 

2,825 

10,560 

Kocr 

Orhy 

Amal  Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

40 

- 

T 

1 

Mountain  Shrub 

55 

24 

_ 

20 

Sagebrush 

42 

20 

5 

5 

5020  Black  Ridge 

605 

4,155 

Orhy  Artr 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

44 

2 

- 

T 

Sagebrush 

28 

T 

40 

- 

5022  Rabbit  Gulch 

70 

300 

Orhy  Arno 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

4 

- 

T 

Sagebrush 

38 

T 

13 

- 

5025  Fruitland  Mesa 

5 

50 

Hija 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

50 

5 

20 

5026  Star  Nelson 

Airport 

5 

15 

Sihy 

Atco 

Saltbush 

15 

2 

5 

5027  Adobe 

30 

335 

Orhy 

Pera 

Pinyon-Juniper 

63 

5 

38 

Sagebrush 

55 

5 

10 

5028  Doug  Creek 

70 

445 

Orhy 

Pera 

Pinyon-Juniper 

63 

5 

38 

5029  Spring  Gulch 

150 

480 

Br  in 

Cemo 

Mountain  Shrub 

83 

5 

T 

Sagebrush 

75 

T 

T 

Conifer 

85 

- 

- 

Broadleaf  Trees 

76 

- 

- 

5030  Bostwick  Park 

380 

750 

Orhy 

Atco 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

40 

3 

- 

3 

Saltbush 

30 

- 

20 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

60 

5 

- 

5 

5033  Pinyon  Springs 

160 

860 

Agsm 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

4 

4 

Mountain  Shrub 

63 

T 

29 

5036  Big  Gulch 

5 

25 

Spcr 

Atco 

Desert  Shrub 

11 

2 

18 

5037  Black  Mesa 

0* 

0 

Spcr 

Atco 

Mountain  Shrub 

- 

- 

- 

Conifer 

- 

- 

- 

5038  Red  Canyon 

5 

55 

Hija 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

50 

5 

20 

5039  Onion  Valley 

20 

35 

Stvi 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

55 

20 

25 

*  This  allotment  has  no  grazeable  acreage;  therefore,  no  production  was  calculated  for  the 
allotment. 
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TABLE  2-11 
PRESENT  AND  POTENTIAL  VEGETATIVE  PRODUCTION,  PRESENT 

VEGETATIVE  DENSITY,  AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION  (cont.) 


Present 

Present 

Allotments 

Present 

Potential 

Veg. 

Key  Species 

& 

Prod,  a/ 

Prod,  a/ 

Dens,  b/ 

Composition  a/ 

Veg.  Types 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(%)  ~ 

(%)        " 

5040  Pine  Ridge 

15 

70 

Stvi 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

50 

15 

25 

Broadleaf  Trees 

80 

15 

- 

5041  East  Gould 

Reservoir 

40 

530 

Agsm 

Artr 

Sagebrush 

39 

3 

74 

5043  Collins 

15 

305 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

55 

T 

15 

5044  Big  Pasture 

20 

220 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

55 

T 

15 
Artr 

Sagebrush 

45 

T 

40 

5045  Black  Bullet 

5 

55 

Hija 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

55 

5 

20 

5046  Big  Gulch 

35 

190 

Agsm 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

5 

10 

Desert  Shrub 

11 

5 

10 

5047  Mesa  Creek 

75 

115 

Stvi 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

75 

10 

15 

Conifer 

80 

10 

10 

5048  Morrow  Point 

40 

60 

Stvi 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

75 

10 

15 

Conifer 

80 

10 

10 

5049  Smith  Fork 

30 

255 

Orhy 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

4 

13 

5050  Allen  Reservoir 

30 

220 

Orhy 

Pera 

Pinyon-Juniper 

63 

5 

38 

Sagebrush 

55 

T 

10 

5502  Sandy  Wash 

940 

6,275 

Hija 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

51 

12 

5 

Waste 

43 

31 

2 

5503  Green 

50 

375 

Orhy 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

25 

4 

1 

5504  Roatcap 

350 

2,560 

Hija 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

25 

20 

1 

Sagebrush 

30 

10 
Orhy 

1 

Grass 

60 

15 

5 

5505  Transfer 

300 

2,475 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

51 

10 

1 
Arno 

Waste 

43 

T 

9 

5507  Pipeline 

2,270 

15,990 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

44 

5 
Hija 

2 
Artr 

Halfshrub 

59 

37 

2 

5508  Government 

Springs 

180 

1,885 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

40 

15 

1 

5509  Coal  Creek 

50 

265 

Hija 

Bogr 

Halfshrub 

59 

37 

31 

5510  Bald  Hills 

25 

170 

Kocr 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

80 

5 

15 

Sagebrush 

65 

5 

5 

5511  Shavano  Mesa 

200 

1,630 

Hija 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

35 

15 

T 

Sagebrush 

45 

15 

T 

Halfshrub 

65 

10 

T 
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TABLE  2-11 
PRESENT  AND  POTENTIAL  VEGETATIVE  PRODUCTION,  PRESENT 

VEGETATIVE  DENSITY,  AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION  (cont.) 


Present 

Present 

Allotments 

Present 

Potential 

Veg. 

Key  Species 

& 

Prod,  a/ 

Prod,  a/ 

Dens,  b/ 

Composition 

1/ 

Veg.  Types 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(%) 

(%) 

5512  Franklin  Mesa 

355 

3,000 

Hija 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

35 

15 

10 

Sagebrush 

40 

10 

25 

Grass 

40 

10 

25 

5513  Dry  Creek 

Basin 

410 

4,520 

Orhy 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

57 

9 

28 

Sagebrush 

45 

T 

30 

5514  East  Fork 

Dry  Creek 

15 

115 

Orhy 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

60 

10 

5 

Mountain  Shrub 

90 

15 

20 
Artr 

Sagebrush 

60 

15 

20 

Broadleaf  Trees 

75 

- 

- 

5515  Olathe  Reservoir 

15 

155 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

57 

7 

9 

Mountain  Shrub 

90 

15 

15 

5516  Piney 

800 

6,945 

Orhy 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

40 

10 

20 

Artr 

Sagebrush 

35 

5 

35 

5517  Spring  Creek 

Canyon 

35 

370 

Orhy 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

35 

T 

3 

5518  Dave  Wood 

215 

2,140 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

55 

T 

10 
Artr 

Sagebrush 

50 

T 

35 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 

965 

5,710 

Orhy 

Atco 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

63 

6 

- 

13 

Saltbush 

42 

2 

43 

- 

Sagebrush 

53 

4 

28 

- 

5521  Highway  90 

445 

5,185 

Orhy 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

50 

2 

2 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

1,570 

16,485 

Orhy 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

50 

5 

5 

5523  Horsefly 

55 

470 

Kocr 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

36 

7 

3 

5524  Duckett  Draw 

15 

230 

Hija 

Sihy 

Atca 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

- 

16 

- 

27 

Sagebrush 

24 

29 

- 

T 

- 

5525  Dry  Creek 

15 

85 

Spcr 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

35 

10 

10 

Grass 

20 

20 

- 

5529  Log  Hill 

310 

3,395 

Orhy 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

75 

5 

5 

Mountain  Shrub 

70 

10 

15 

5530  Billy  Creek 

265 

1,480 

Hija 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Atco 

Pinyon-Juniper 

46 

5 

T 

T 

- 

Saltbush 

42 

- 

5 

- 

33 

Mountain  Shrub 

63 

- 

T 

2 

- 

Sagebrush 

45 

5 

5 

- 

10 

Grass 

60 

5 

10 

2 

2 

5532  Burro  Ridge 

20 

165 

Orhy 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

T 

10 

Mountain  Shrub 

63 

T 

10 

Sagebrush 

45 

5 

30 
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TABLE  2-11 
PRESENT  AND  POTENTIAL  VEGETATIVE  PRODUCTION,  PRESENT 

VEGETATIVE  DENSITY,  AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION  (cont. 


Present 

Present 

Allotments 

Present 

Potential 

Veg. 

Key  Species 

& 

Prod,  a/ 

Prod,  a/ 

Dens,  b/ 

Composition  a/ 

Veg.  Types 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(%)  " 

(%)    " 

5533  Onion  Lakes 

35 

410 

Brin 

Cemo 

Mountain  Shrub 

63 

3 

2 

Conifer 

61 

3 

- 

5534  Shin  Park 

300 

510 

Orhy 

Atco 

Pinyon-Juniper 

52 

10 

5 

Saltbush 

30 

3 

13 

5535  Cedar  Creek 

10 

30 

Orhy 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

10 

5 
Atco 

Saltbush 

30 

3 

15 

5536  South  Canal 

120 

275 

Orhy 

Atco 

Saltbush 

30 

3 

13 

5538  Rock  Ditch 

5 

5 

Orhy 

Atco 

Saltbush 

30 

3 

13 

5540  Dry  Gulch 

930 

4,050 

Agsm 

Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 

26 

13 

T 

Mountain  Shrub 

60 

15 

T 

Sagebrush 

25 

26 

1 

Broadleaf  Trees 

65 

20 

1 

5542  Bosgal 

5 

5 

Orhy 

Atco 

Saltbush 

20 

10 

30 

5543  Waugh 

10 

25 

Agsm 

Atco 

Pinyon-Juniper 

35 

10 

5 

Saltbush 

20 

5 

70 

5544  Kelly 

5 

10 

Agsm 

Atco 

Saltbush 

45 

8 

50 

5545  Henshaw 

15 

20 

Sihy 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

50 

10 

10 

Sagebrush 

48 

10 

30 

5546  Waterdog  Basin 

45 

290 

Orhy 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

63 

5 

2 
Artr 

Sagebrush 

45 

10 

25 

5547  Slagle  Pass 

40 

260 

Brin 

Viam 

Conifer 

61 

5 

11 

5548  Washboard  Rock 

55 

260 

Orhy 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

55 

10 
Brin 

15 

Viam 

Conifer 

61 

5 
Feth 

11 

Grass 

85 

45 
Brin 

Agro- 
pyron 

Broadleaf  Trees 

99 

10 

5 

5549  High  Park 

110 

650 

Stco 

Artr 

Sagebrush 

65 

5 

14 

Barren 

0 

Brin 

Viam 

Conifer 

61 

5 
Feth 

11 

Grass 

87 

24 

- 

5551  Dexter  Creek 

5 

55 

Orhy 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

50 

5 

10 

5552  Dallas 

15 

200 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

2 

24 

Artr 

Sagebrush 

40 

1 

22 
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TABLE  2-11 
PRESENT  AND  POTENTIAL  VEGETATIVE  PRODUCTION,  PRESENT 

VEGETATIVE  DENSITY,  AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION  (cont. 


Present 

Present 

Allotments 

Present 

Potential 

Veg. 

Key  Species 

& 

Prod,  a/ 

Prod,  a/ 

Dens,  b/ 

Composition  a/ 

Veg.  Types 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(%) 

(%) 

5553  Fisher  Creek 

40 

400 

Agsm 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

T 

20 

Arno 

Mountain  Shrub 

59 

5 

20 

5555  Taylor  Draw 

25 

270 

Sihy 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

64 

3 

3 

5556  Burro  Creek 

10 

100 

Orhy 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

60 

5 

3 

5557  Alkali 

40 

405 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

55 

5 

10 

Sagebrush 

50 

5 

T 

5559  South  Fork 

15 

100 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

2 

24 

Sagebrush 

45 

5 

10 

5560  Cookie  Tree 

50 

535 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

45 

2 

20 

Sagebrush 

45 

2 

5 

5561  East  Fork 

5 

65 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

38 

13 

3 

Mountain  Shrub 

45 

5 

3 

5562  Hillside 

10 

135 

Stco 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

52 

T 

5 

Mountain  Shrub 

60 

1 

10 

Sagebrush 

45 

2 

2 

5563  Moonshine  Park 

10 

175 

Brin 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

53 

10 

20 

Conifer 

65 

5 

5 

Grass 

73 

35 

- 

Broadleaf  Trees 

97 

18 

5 

5564  Gravel  Pit 

5 

35 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

43 

T 

5 

5565  Tommy  Creek 

20 

100 

Sihy 

Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

64 

3 

3 
Atco 

Desert  Shrub 

45 

10 

20 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

71 

8 

10 

5566  Cow  Creek 

105 

435 

Orhy 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

73 

1 

11 

Conifer 

70 

1 

3 

Broadleaf  Trees 

80 

T 

2 

5567  Busted  Boiler 

5 

35 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

75 

10 

5 

5568  Baldy 

135 

565 

Stco 

Amal 

Mountain  Shrub 

52 

T 
Brin 

5 

Conifer 

60 

5 

2 

Grass 

55 

20 

- 

5569  Hairpin 

30 

65 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Sagebrush 

54 

4 

4 

5570  Cedar 

375 

1,770 

Sihy 

Stco  Agsm  Amal 

Pinyon-Juniper 

24 

13 

T    4 

Mountain  Shrub 

33 

2 

T    2    2 

Sagebrush 

44 

- 

7     2     4 

5572  McKenzie  Creek 

10 

20 

Orhy 

Cemo 

Pinyon-Juniper 

61 

8 

3 

5574  Tappan  Creek 

20 

200 

Sihy 

Artr 

Pinyon-Juniper 

31 

3 

68 

TOTAL 

51,315 

323,880 
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LIST  OF  KEY  VEGETATIVE  SPECIES 
AND  SCIENTIFIC  ABBREVIATIONS 


Species 
Abbreviation 


Species  Name 


Common  Name 


GRASSES 

Agin 
Agcr 
Agsm 
Agtr 
Bogr 
Br  in 
Feid 
Feth 
Hi  ja 
Kocr 
Orhy 
Popr 
Pose 
Sihy 
Spcr 
Stco 
Stvi 

FORBS 


Agropyron  intermedium 
Agropyron  cristatum 
Agropyron  smithii 
Agropyron  trachycaulum 
Bouteloua  gracilis 
Bromus  inermis 
Festuca  idahoensis 
Festuca  thurberi 
Hilaria  jamesii 
Koeleria  cristata 
Oryzopsis  hymenoides 
Poa  pratensis 
Poa  secunda 
Sitanion  hystrix 
Sporobolus  cryptandrus 
Stipa  comata 
Stipa  viridula 


Intermediate  wheatgrass 
Crested  wheatgrass 
Western  wheatgrass 
Slender  wheatgrass 
Blue  grama 
Smooth  brome 
Idaho  fescue 
Thurber  fescue 
Galleta  grass 
Junegrass 
Indian  ricegrass 
Kentucky  bluegrass 
Sandberg  bluegrass 
Bottlebrush  squirreltail 
Sand  dropseed 
Needle-and-thread 
Green  needlegrass 


Basa 
Viam 


Balsamorhiza  sagittata 
Vicia  americana 


Arrowleaf  balsamroot 
American  vetch 


SHRUBS 


Amal 
Arno 
Artr 
Atca 
Atco 
Atcr 
Atnu 
Cemo 
Epvi 
Pera 

Putr 
Syor 


Amelanchier  alnifolia 
Artemisia  nova 
Artemisia  tridentata 
Atriplex  canescens 
Atriplex  confertifol ia 
Atriplex  corrugata 
Atriplex  nuttalli 
Cercocarpus  montanus 
Ephedra  viridis 
Peraphyllum 

ramosissimum 
Purshia  tridentata 
Symphoricarpos 

oreophilus 


Common  serviceberry 
Black  sagebrush 
Big  sagebrush 
Fourwing  saltbush 
Shadscale 
Mat  saltbush 
Nuttall  saltbush 
Mountain  mahogany 
Mormon  tea 

Squaw  apple 
Bitterbrush 

Mountain  snowberry 
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Description  of  Environment— Existing 


Chapter  2 


Chemical  control  of  halogeton  was  undertaken 
in  the  summer  of  1963  in  an  area  8  miles  east  of 
Delta.  No  follow-up  was  ever  done  on  this  pro- 
ject. Since  no  sheep  losses  that  can  be  attributed 
to  this  plant  have  ever  been  reported  in  this  area, 
halogeton  may  not  present  a  serious  problem. 

Endangered  Plants 

Three  plants  which  are  proposed  endangered  on 
the  Federal  Register  list  of  endangered  plants  (FR 
Vol.  41,  No.  117,  June  16,  1976)  are  present  in  the 
ES  area.  These  are  Echinocereus  triglochidiatus 
var.  inermis,  Penstemon  retrorsus,  and  Sclerocactus 
glaucus.  Two  more  plants  on  the  Federal  Register 
list,  Erio^onum  pelinophilum  and  Arahi.s  gunnisoni- 
ana,  have  been  reported  to  be  in  the  ES  area  but 
have  yet  to  be  found  on  BLM-administered  land. 
One  plant  which  is  not  on  the  Federal  Register 
but  is  very  rare  in  Colorado,  Mimulus  eastwoodiue, 
is  present  in  the  ES  area. 

The  allotments  on  which  these  plants  have  been 
found  along  with  their  associated  vegetative  and 
soil  types,  are  listed  in  table  2-12  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  Eriogonum  pelinophilum  and  Arahis  gun- 
nisoniana,  which  have  not  been  found  in  the  ES 
area).  Specimens  of  Penstemon  reirorsus  are 
shown  in  figures  2-1  and  2-2. 

Wildlife 

Terrestrial 

Each  of  the  thirteen  habitat  types  (vegetative 
types)  found  within  the  ES  area  consists  of  a 
variety  of  plant  species  which  provide  food  and 
cover  for  numerous  species  of  wildlife.  Habitat 
types  are  used  in  this  section  to  help  describe  the 
wildlife  populations  and  their  relation  to  livestock 
grazing. 

Habitat  condition  varies  greatly  for  the  dif- 
ferent species  of  wildlife;  for  each  species  with 
regard  to  age  and  sex;  and  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent seasons  of  the  year  (King  1938).  Because 
of  this  very  complex  interrelationship,  the  habitat 
has  been  evaluated  with  regard  to  browse  condi- 
tion. Transects  were  run  to  establish  the  number 
of  satisfactory  and  unsatisfactory  plants  (as 
defined  in  BLM  Manual  6634.3)  along  the  transect 
route.  The  results  of  these  transects  are  shown  in 
tables  2-13,  2-14,  and  2-15,  and  summarized  in 
table  2-16.  Further  methodology  is  located  in  ap- 
pendix 5.  The  original  transect  work  sheets  are 
available  for  inspection  upon  request  at  the  Mon- 
trose District  Office. 


Considerable  information  is  available  on  the 
habitat  requirements  of         the         game 

animals— specially  the  large  herbivorous  species 
such  as  deer,  elk,  and  antelope — and  of  those  spe- 
cies considered  endangered.  Those  game  species 
on  which  grazing  is  considered  to  have  a  signifi- 
cant impact  are  discussed  in  the  following  narra- 
tive. Little  detailed  information  is  available  on  the 
remaining  animals;  therefore,  they  will  be  sum- 
marized according  to  the  major  taxonomic  groups. 
(A  list  of  the  species  of  terrestrial  animals  present 
in  the  ES  area  is  available  from  the  Montrose  Dis- 
trict Office.) 

Two  introduced  game  birds  and  one  introduced 
big  game  species  reside  within  the  ES  area:  the 
chukar,  the  ring-necked  pheasant,  and  the 
pronghorn  antelope.  (Pheasants  rarely  inhabit 
BLM-administered  land;  they  are  mentioned  only 
because  they  are  an  introduced  species).  The  river 
otter,  a  Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife  (DOW)  en- 
dangered species,  has  recently  been  introduced 
into  the  Gunnison  River.  (See  endangered  species 
section.) 

Bk.  Game 

Mule  deer,  elk,  pronghorn  antelope,  mountain 
lion,  and  black  bear  are  the  big  game  species  in 
the  ES  area. 

Mule   Deer 

Population  estimates  based  on  a  six  year 
average  harvest  (1970-1975)  for  each  of  the  DOW 
game  management  units  (GMUs)  in  the  ES  area 
are  presented  in  table  2-17.  The  winter  deer  popu- 
lation using  NRL  in  the  ES  area  is  presently  esti- 
mated to  be  about  15,000. 

In  total  the  deer  population  in  the  ES  area  is  in- 
creasing. The  wildlife  conservation  officers 
(WCOs)  of  the  area,  in  making  their  season 
recommendations  for  1976,  indicated  that  eight 
GMUs  out  of  nine  have  an  increasing  population 
and  an  increasing  trend.  However,  mule  deer 
population  dynamics  in  the  area  are  difficult  to 
ascertain.  In  the  North  Fork  Valley  they  have  in- 
creased to  the  point  that  additional  removal  of 
deer  through  sport  hunting  is  necessary;  in  the 
north  end  of  the  Uncompahgre  Plateau  the  num- 
bers are  down,  and  sport  harvest  has  been  cur- 
tailed. 

NRL  in  the  ES  area  are  primarily  important  as 
winter  range  for  deer.  Deer  use  this  winter  ran- 
ge, predominantly  between  6,000  and  9,000  feet  in 
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Figure  2-1.  Live  specimen  of  Penstemon  retrorsus  (October 
1976)  found  east  of  Montrose,  Colorado  on  Mancos  shale. 
The  ruler  in  the  picture  is  30  centimeters  tall. 
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Figure 
areas. 


2-2.  Penstemon  retrorsus  is  abundant  in  localized 
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TABLE  2-13 
DEER  CRUCIAL  AREAS  AND  THEIR  PRESENT  BROWSE  CONDITION 


Game 

Allotment 
Name  &  No. 

Management 
Unit 

Acres 

Crucial  Area 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Total 

Deer  Basin 

4017  Alkali  Flats, 

411,  A-82 

Pipeline  Pasture 

- 

80 

240 

320 

4516  North  Fork, 

411,  A-82 

Deer  Basin  Pasture 

- 

240 

720 

960 

Negro  Mesa 

4017  Alkali  Flats, 

411,  A-82 

Pipeline  Pasture 

- 

120 

120 

240 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon, 

411,  A-82 

Pasture  4 

- 

- 

240 

240 

Oak  Creek 

4024  Dirty  George, 

411,  A-82 

South  Branch  Pasture 

- 

800 

- 

800 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon, 

411,  A-82 

Pasture  1 

- 

- 

840 

840 

Camp  Ridge 

4001  Dominguez 

62 

- 

4,390 

10,970 

15,360 

Dry  Mesa 

4006  Dry  Mesa: 

62 

Subunit  B 

- 

2,415 

6,065 

8,480 

Cottonwood  Mesa 

4005  Fall  Cabin 

62 

- 

100 

260 

360 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

62 

- 

525 

1,315 

1,840 

4008  25  Mesa 

62 

- 

170 

430 

600 

Monitor  Mesa 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

62 

- 

935 

2,345 

3,280 

4014  Joker 

62 

- 

160 

400 

560 

Winter  Mesa 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

62 

- 

1,275 

3,205 

4,480 

Camel  Back 

4012  Canal, 

62 

Pasture  4 

- 

240 

600 

840 

Pea  Green 

4012  Canal, 

62 

Pastures  3  &  4 

- 

355 

885 

1,240 

4013  Ben  Lowe, 

62 

Ben  Lowe  &  Cedar  Pastures 

- 

605 

1,515 

2,120 

Leroux  Creek 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

52 

- 

540 

540 

1,080 

4549  Dry  Creek 

521 

- 

300 

900 

1,200 

Horse  Park 

4504  Leroux  Creek 
4506  Oak  Mesa: 

52 

52 

- 

395 

1,200 

1,595 

Subunit  G 

- 

80 

240 

320 

Subunit  H 

- 

190 

560 

750 

Oak  Mesa 

4507  Jay  Creek 

52,  521 

- 

585 

1,755 

2,340 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

52,  521 

- 

60 

180 

240 

Wakefield  Mesa 

4507  Jay  Creek 

52,  521 

- 

400 

1,200 

1,600 

4511  Overland 

521 

- 

- 

160 

160 

4512  East  Roatcap: 

521 

- 

- 

30 

30 

Subunit  I  Roatcap 

- 

230 

690 

920 

Fry  Mesa 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

521 

Subunit  I  Roatcap 

- 

80 

240 

320 

Subunit  J  Terror  Creek 

- 

190 

570 

760 

Terror  Creek 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

521 

Subunit  J  Terror  Creek 

- 

430 

1,290 

1,720 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

521 

- 

- 

320 

320 

Paonia  Reservoir 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

521 

- 

170 

510 

680 

Minnesota  Creek 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

53 

- 

540 

1,620 

2,160 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

53 

- 

130 

390 

520 

Reynolds  Creek 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

53 

- 

270 

810 

1,080 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

53 

- 

510 

1,530 

2,040 

4537  Young's  Peak: 

53 

Subunit  Q  Young's  Peak 

- 

70 

210 

280 

Fruitland  Mesa 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

63 

270 

840 

570 

1,680 

5012  Cedar  Point 

63 

20 

60 

40 

120 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

63 

- 

230 

690 

920 

5014  Poison  Springs 

63 

- 

- 

1,450 

1,450 

5017  Green  Mountain 

63 

- 

11,760 

1,680 

13,440 

5038  Red  Canyon 

63 

- 

- 

80 

80 

5039  Onion  Valley 

63 

- 

- 

40 

40 

Note:  Methodology 

for  this  table  is  located  in  appendix  5.  This  table 

includes  only 

allotments 

in 

crucial  areas.  A 

breakdown  of  other  allotments  can  be  found  in  table  2- 

-15. 
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TABLE  2-13 
DEER  CRUCIAL  AREAS  AND  THEIR  PRESENT  BROWSE  CONDITION  (cont.) 


Crucial  Area 


Allotment 
Name  &  No. 


Game 

Management 

Unit 


Acres 


Good 


Fair 


Poor 


Total 


Black  Ridge 

Dry  Fork  Escalante 

Highway  90 

Happy  Canyon 
Along  Highway  550 


Cerro  Summit 


4516  North  Fork: 
Subunit  M  Deer  Basin, 
Smith  Fork  Pasture 
5020  Black  Ridge 
5022  Rabbit  Gulch 
5502  Sandy  Wash 
5505  Transfer 
5507  Pipeline 
5513  Dry  Creek  Basin 

5516  Piney 
5507  Pipeline 

5521  Highway  90, 
Pastures  4  &  6 

5517  Spring  Creek  Canyon 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

5529  Log  Hill 

5530  Billy  Creek 

5552  Dallas 

5553  Fisher  Creek 
5557  Alkali 

5560  Cookie  Tree 
5572  McKenzie  Creek 
5003  Selig  Canal: 
Subunit  T 

Rawhide-Coffeepot 
5569  Hairpin 


63 


63 
63 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 

62 

62 
62 
65 
65 
62 
65 
65 
65 
64 


65 


595 

1,860 

1 

,270 

3 

,725 

1,100 

3,435 

2 

,340 

6 

,875 

- 

825 

425 

1 

,250 

- 

730 

1 

,830 

2 

,560 

- 

570 

1 

,430 

2 

,000 

770 

- 

2 

,310 

3 

,080 

- 

500 

1 

,260 

1 

,760 

- 

680 

- 

680 

1,340 

- 

4 

,020 

5 

,360 

_ 

280 

720 

1 

,000 

- 

125 

315 

440 

- 

- 

2 

,160 

2 

,160 

- 

- 

120 

120 

- 

- 

240 

240 

- 

- 

80 

80 

- 

480 

- 

480 

- 

- 

160 

160 

- 

- 

280 

280 

- 

- 

110 

110 

480 

480 

- 

140 

360 

500 

TOTALS 


4,575   40,095   69,075  113,745 


TABLE  2-14 
ELK  CRUCIAL  AREAS  AND  THEIR  PRESENT  BROWSE  CONDITION 


Game 

Allotment 
Name  &  No. 

Management 
Unit 

Acres 

Crucial  Area 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Total 

Leroux  Creek 

4503  Stlngley  Creek 

52 

_ 

60 

180 

240 

4549  Dry  Creek 

521 

- 

140 

420 

560 

Horse  Park 

4504  Leroux  Creek 
4506  Oak  Mesa: 

52 
52 

- 

400 

1,200 

1,600 

Subunit  G 

- 

20 

60 

80 

4507  Jay  Creek 

52,521 

- 

120 

360 

480 

Oak  Mesa 

4507  Jay  Creek 

52,521 

- 

400 

1,200 

1,600 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

52,521 

- 

75 

225 

300 

Wakefield  Mesa 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

521 

Subunit  I  Roatcap 

- 

450 

1,350 

1,800 

Fry  Mesa 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

521 

Subunit  I  Roatcap 

- 

20 

60 

80 

Subunit  J  Terror  Creek 

- 

60 

180 

240 

Terror  Creek 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

521 

Subunit  J  Terror  Creek 

- 

310 

930 

1,240 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

521 

- 

70 

210 

280 

Paonia  Reservoir 

4520  Spring  Creek 

521 

- 

30 

90 

120 

Watson  Flats 

None 

53 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Minnesota  Creek 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

53 

- 

280 

840 

1,120 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

53 

- 

80 

240 

320 

Reynolds  Creek 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

53 

- 

140 

420 

560 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

53 

- 

130 

390 

520 

4540  North  Saddle  Peak 

53 

- 

30 

90 

120 

TOTALS 

- 

2,815 

8,445 

11,260 

Note:  Methodology 
crucial  areas.  A  b 


for  this  table  is  located  in  appendix  5.  This  table 
reakdown  of  other  allotments  can  be  found  in  table  2- 


includes  only  allotments 
15. 


in 
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TABLE  2-15 
PRESENT  BROWSE  CONDITION  IN  THE  ES  AREA: 


NONCRUCIAL  AREAS 


Allotment 

Game  Management 
Unit 

Acres 

Name  &  No. 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Total 

4001  Dominguez 

62 

. 

13,660 

34,275 

47,935 

4002  Lower  Escalante 

62 

- 

480 

1,210 

1,690 

4006  Dry  Mesa 

62 

- 

4,255 

10,680 

14,935 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

62 

- 

3,220 

8,075 

11,295 

4008  25  Mesa 

62 

- 

2,155 

5,410 

7,565 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

62 

- 

4,360 

10,935 

15,295 

4012  Canal 

62 

- 

1,225 

3,065 

4,290 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

62 

- 

750 

1,885 

2,635 

4014  Joker 

62 

- 

525 

1,310 

1,835 

4015  White  Ranch 

62 

- 

120 

295 

415 

4016  Wells  Gulch 

411,  A-82 

- 

305 

755 

1,060 

4017  Alkali  Flats 

411,  52,  A-82 

- 

2,820 

7,080 

9,900 

4022  Petrie  Mesa 

411,  52,  64,  A-82 

- 

1,940 

4,865 

6,805 

4024  Dirty  George 

411,  A-82 

- 

2,385 

- 

2,385 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon 

411,  A-82 

- 

4,230 

4,230 

4026  Escalante  Canyon 

62 

- 

305 

755 

1,060 

4501  Milk  Creek 

52 

- 

30 

75 

105 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux 

52 

- 

805 

2,425 

3,230 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

52 

- 

270 

810 

1,080 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

52 

- 

640 

1,915 

2,555 

4505  Juniper  Knob 

52 

- 

- 

120 

120 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

52 

- 

335 

1,015 

1,350 

4507  Jay  Creek 

52,  521 

- 

2,300 

6,905 

9,205 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

52,  521 

- 

105 

325 

430 

4511  Overland 

521 

- 

40 

120 

160 

4512  East  Roatcap 

521 

- 

- 

30 

30 

4513  Stevens  Gulch 

521 

- 

1,635 

4,920 

6,555 

4514  Upper  Terror  Creek 

521 

- 

- 

30 

30 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

521 

- 

155 

465 

620 

4516  North  Fork 

411,  521,  63,  64,  A-82 

- 

2,125 

6,365 

8,490 

4517  Coal  Gulch 

521 

- 

1,705 

5,115 

6,820 

4518  Pilot  Creek 

521 

- 

- 

45 

45 

4519  Muddy  Creek 

521 

- 

125 

375 

500 

4520  Spring  Creek 

521 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4521  Stock  Driveway 

521 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4522  Downing 

521 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4523  Williams  Creek 

521 

- 

25 

85 

110 

4524  Deep  Creek 

521 

- 

- 

15 

15 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

521 

- 

260 

780 

1,040 

4526  Crystal  Creek 

521,  53 

- 

110 

335 

445 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

53 

- 

995 

2,995 

3,990 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

53 

- 

900 

2,700 

3,600 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

53 

- 

300 

900 

1,200 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

53 

- 

575 

1,730 

2,305 

4531  Popp  Ranch 

53 

- 

65 

200 

265 

4532  McDonald  Ranch 

53,  63 

- 

440 

1,320 

1,760 

4536  West  Young's  Peak 

53 

- 

25 

85 

110 

4537  Young's  Peak 

53,  63 

- 

630 

1,890 

2,520 

4538  Missouri  Flats 

53 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4539  Cottonwood  Creek 

53 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4540  North  Saddle  Peak 

53 

- 

60 

180 

240 

4541  Sunshine  Mesa 

52 

- 

- 

40 

40 

4543  South  Saddle  Peak 

63 

- 

55 

165 

220 

4549  Dry  Creek 

52 

- 

775 

2,335 

3,110 

5002  Dedication  Site 

64 

305 

960 

650 

1,915 

5003  Selig  Canal 

64 

3,265 

- 

- 

3,265 

5008  Brush  Point 

64 

- 

- 

5,775 

5,775 

5010  Dead  Horse 

63 

155 

475 

325 

955 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

63 

450 

1,415 

960 

2,825 

Note:  Methodology  for  this  table  is  located  in  appendix 
ments  with  pinyon-junlper,  sagebrush,  or  mountain  shrub, 
some,  but  not  all,  of  the  allotments  located  in  crucial 
within  crucial  areas  are  not  included  but  can  be  found  i 
a  breakdown  by  crucial  area. 
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TABLE  2-15 
PRESENT  BROWSE  CONDITION  IN  THE  ES  AREA: 


NONCRUCIAL  AREAS  (CONT.) 


Allotment 

Game  Management 
Unit 

Acres 

Name  &  No. 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Total 

5012  Cedar  Point 

63 

100 

310 

210 

620 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

63 

- 

- 

1,335 

1,335 

5014  Poison  Spring 

63 

- 

1,570 

- 

1,570 

5015  Grizzly  Gulch 

63 

- 

- 

1,930 

1,930 

5016  Black  Canyon 

63 

70 

220 

150 

440 

5017  Green  Mountain 

63 

- 

18,220 

2,605 

20,825 

5025  Fruitland  Mesa 

63 

- 

80 

- 

80 

5027  Adobe 

63 

50 

150 

100 

300 

5028  Doug  Creek 

63 

65 

200 

135 

400 

5029  Spring  Gulch 

63 

210 

660 

450 

1,320 

5030  Bostwick  Park 

64 

330 

1,030 

705 

2,065 

5033  Pinyon  Spring 

64 

- 

1,030 

- 

1,030 

5037  Black  Mesa 

63 

60 

180 

120 

360 

5040  Pine  Ridge 

63 

- 

30 

30 

60 

5041  East  Gould  Reservoir 

63 

100 

310 

210 

620 

5043  Collins 

63 

30 

100 

70 

200 

5044  Big  Pasture 

63 

30 

100 

70 

200 

5045  Black  Bullet 

63 

- 

70 

20 

90 

5046  Big  Gulch 

52,  63 

- 

30 

30 

60 

5047  Mesa  Creek 

63 

50 

150 

100 

300 

5048  Morrow  Point 

63 

25 

75 

55 

155 

5049  Smith  Fork 

63 

70 

225 

155 

450 

5050  Allen  Reservoir 

63 

30 

100 

70 

200 

5502  Sandy  Wash 

62 

- 

1,685 

4,225 

5,910 

5503  Green 

62 

- 

130 

320 

450 

5504  Roatcap 

62 

- 

715 

1,795 

2,510 

5505  Transfer 

62 

- 

680 

1,710 

2,390 

5507  Pipeline 

62 

4,740 

- 

14,210 

18,950 

5508  Government  Spring 

62 

- 

645 

1,615 

2,260 

5510  Bald  Hills 

62 

- 

60 

145 

205 

5511  Shavano  Mesa 

62 

- 

210 

530 

740 

5512  Franklin  Mesa 

62 

- 

1,000 

2,520 

3,520 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin 

62 

- 

- 

5,425 

5,425 

5514  East  Fork  Dry  Creek 

62 

- 

40 

90 

130 

5515  Olathe  Reservoir 

62 

- 

55 

130 

185 

5516  Piney 

62 

- 

8,335 

- 

8,335 

5518  Dave  Wood 

62 

- 

730 

1,835 

2,565 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 

62 

- 

5,535 

- 

5,535 

5521  Highway  90 

62 

- 

1,770 

4,445 

6,215 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

62 

- 

- 

19,785 

19,785 

5523  Horsefly 

62 

- 

185 

455 

640 

5524  Duckett  Draw 

62 

- 

80 

195 

275 

5525  Dry  Creek 

62 

- 

- 

25 

25 

5529  Log  Hill 

62 

- 

- 

4,345 

4,345 

5530  Billy  Creek 

65 

- 

- 

3,310 

3,310 

5532  Burro  Ridge 

65 

- 

60 

140 

200 

5533  Onion  Lakes 

65 

- 

60 

140 

200 

5534  Shin  Park 

65 

- 

135 

335 

470 

5535  Cedar  Creek 

65 

- 

50 

120 

170 

5540  Dry  Gulch 

65 

- 

- 

4,690 

4,690 

5543  Waugh 

65 

- 

- 

15 

15 

5545  Henshaw 

65 

- 

50 

120 

170 

5546  Waterdog  Basin 

65 

- 

115 

285 

400 

5548  Washboard  Rock 

65 

- 

- 

40 

40 

5549  High  Park 

65 

- 

- 

40 

40 

5551  Dexter  Creek 

65 

- 

- 

65 

65 

5552  Dallas 

65 

- 

70 

170 

240 

5555  Taylor  Draw 

65 

- 

- 

325 

325 

5556  Burro  Creek 

65 

- 

35 

85 

120 

5557  Alkali 

65 

- 

- 

485 

485 

5559  South  Fork 

65 

- 

35 

85 

120 

5560  Cookie  Tree 

65 

- 

- 

640 

640 

5561  East  Fork 

70 

- 

- 

80 

80 

5562  Hillside 

65 

- 

45 

115 

160 

5563  Moonshine  Park 

70 

- 

40 

110 

150 

5564  Gravel  Pit 

62 

- 

- 

40 

40 
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TABLE  2-15 
PRESENT  BROWSE  CONDITION  IN  THE  ES  AREA: 


NONCRUCIAL  AREAS  (CONT. 


Allotment 

Game 

Management 
Unit 

Acres 

Name  &  No. 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Total 

5565  Tommy  Creek 

65 

30 

80 

110 

5566  Cow  Creek 

65 

- 

100 

255 

355 

5567  Busted  Boiler 

62 

- 

- 

40 

40 

5568  Baldy 

65 

- 

70 

185 

255 

5570  Cedar 

65 

- 

605 

1,520 

2,125 

5574  Tappan  Creek 

62 

- 

70 

170 

240 

TOTALS 

10,135 

105,255 

235,830 

351,220 

TABLE  2-16 
SUMMARY  TABLE  OF  PRESENT  BROWSE  CONDITION 


Species 


Acres 


Type  of  Area 


Good 


Fair 


Poor 


Total 


Deer 

Deer  &  Elk 
Elk 


Crucial 

Noncrucial 

Crucial 


4,575     40,095    69,075     113,745 

10,135    105,255   235,830     351,220 

2,815     8,455      11,260 


Note:  This  table  cannot  be  totaled  to  the  bottom  because  of  the  repetition  of  some 
of  the  allotments. 
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elevation,  for  an  average  of  5.5  months  each  year 
(November  into  April).  In  the  ES  area,  29  crucial 
or  winter  concentration  areas  have  been 
identified.  Deer  seasonal  use  areas,  crucial  winter 
ranges,  and  GMUs  are  shown  on  map  2-8.  Deer 
crucial  areas  and  current  livestock  grazing  allot- 
ments, class  of  use,  and  season  of  use  are  sum- 
marized in  table  2-18. 

The  vegetative  types  present  in  the  crucial 
areas  are  the  sagebrush  and  pinyon-juniper  along 
the  Uneompahgre  Plateau  and  the  mountain  shrub 
near  Paonia.  In  addition  the  interspersion  areas 
throughout  the  mesas  and  foothills  receive  exten- 
sive deer  use.  The  areas  receiving  the  highest  deer 
use  are  the  south  facing  slopes  and  the  chainings. 

The  browse  species  used  by  deer  in  the  ES  area 
are  primarily  several  species  of  big  sagebrush, 
mountain  mahogany,  Gambel  oak,  snowberry, 
serviceberry,  bitterbrush,  rabbitbrush,  four- 
winged  saltbush,  horsebrush,  pinyon  pine,  and  ju- 
niper. A  summary  of  seasonal  food  of  mule  deer 
is  presented  in  table  2-19. 

Elk 

In  comparison  with  the  larger  herds  found  el- 
sewhere in  Colorado,  the  present  elk  numbers  in 
the  ES  area  are  not  great.  However,  elk  are  cur- 
rently increasing  throughout  the  area.  One  area 
with  a  dynamic  population  is  the  Uneompahgre 
Plateau.  Very  few  elk  were  seen  or  harvested 
there  up  until  ten  years  ago;  since  that  time  the 
herd  has  increased  dramatically,  and  elk  appear  to 
be  spreading  over  most  of  the  plateau.  Population 
estimates  for  each  of  the  GMUs  are  presented  in 
table  2-20,  based  on  the  average  harvest  for  the 
past  six   years.  The  elk  population  dependent  on 

NRL  is  estimated  to  be  about  1,200  at  the  present 
time. 

Elk  generally  range  above  7,000  feet  elevation, 
with  some  exceptions,  such  as  the  Billy  Creek 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  the  Log  Hill 
chainings,  and  Bostwick  Park.  NRL  provide 
winter  range  for  the  elk  for  an  average  of  two 
months   of   the    year,    depending   upon   the    snow 


depth.  Most  elk  crucial  areas  in  the  North  Fork 
Valley  are  the  same  as  those  for  the  deer.  Elk 
seasonal  use  areas  and  crucial  winter  ranges  are 
shown  on  map  2-9;  GMUs  are  shown  on  map  2-8. 
Elk  crucial  winter  areas  are  listed  in  table  2-21. 

As  shown  in  table  2-22,  grass  composes  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  diet  of  elk  during  all  seasons  ac- 
cording to  a  recent  study  conducted  in  the  San 
Luis  Valley  (Hansen  and  Reid  1975,  pp.  43-47). 
Abundance  of  grasses  for  elk  is  the  same  as 
abundance  of  grasses  for  cattle  (see  Vegetation). 


Table  2-22. — Summary  of  seasonal  foods  of  elk 
(near  Fort  Garland,  Colo.) 

Seasonal  diets  (percent) 

Class  of  forage        Winter       Spring    Summer      Autumn 

Tree  5  8                 16 

Shrub  and  halfshrub 17  20               12                22 

Forb 2  14                  5 

Grass 76  71               83                67 

Total 100  100  100  100 

Source:  Hansen  and  Reid  1975.  p.  46. 

Pronghorn  Antelope 

Antelope  were  first  successfully  introduced  into 
the  northwest  portion  of  the  ES  area  on  February 
16,  1949.  From  this  initial  transplant  of  seventeen 
animals  and  subsequent  transplants  in  December 
1949,  February  1950,  and  January  1970,  the 
animals  increased  to  a  huntable  population.  Up 
until  three  years  ago,  the  herd  had  been  stable 
and  sustaining  itself.  The  herd  then  began  to 
decline  without  any  apparent  cause,  and  the 
downward  trend  appears  to  be  continuing.  Present 
population  of  antelope  is  approximately  350 
animals. 

Antelope  are  dependent  on  NRL  twelve  months 
of  the  year.  DOW  antelope  management  area 
A-82  encompasses  the  entire  acreage  of  the  an- 
telope range  in  the  ES  area  (approximately  85,000 
acres).  Antelope  habitat  is  primarily  the  desert 
shrub  type,  with  some  summer  habitat  in  the 
lower  elevations  of  pinyon-juniper.  Two  possible 
winter  concentration  areas  have  been  identified 
through    wildlife    observation    reports   and    verbal 
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TABLE  2-18 
DEER  CRUCIAL  WINTER  AREAS  WITH  CURRENT  ALLOTMENTS, 
LIVESTOCK  CLASS,  AND  SEASON  OF  USE 


Crucial 
Area  a/ 

Allotment 

Livestock 
Class  b/ 

Season 
of  Use 

Leroux  Creek 

4503 
4549 

Stingley  Gulch 
Dry  Creek 

C 
C 

05/10-06/09 
05/12-06/15 
10/16-10/20 

Horse  Park 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

4505  Leroux  Common 
(combined  into  4504 

Leroux  Creek)* 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

C 
C 

S 

06/01-08/31 
05/16-06/15 
05/20-06/16 

01/11-02/10 
05/01-06/15 
06/23-06/30 
08/15-08/28 

Oak  Mesa 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

4507  West  Jay  Creek 
(combined  with  other 

into  4507  Jay  Creek) 
4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

S 

C 

units 
* 

C 

See  above 
10/21-10/31 

05/20-09/30 

Wakefield  Mesa 

4513 

Stevens  Gulch 

C 

05/01-06/30 

Fry  Mesa 

4513 

Stevens  Gulch 

c 

10/16-10/25 

Terror  Creek 

4513 
4515 

Stevens  Gulch 
Freeman  Gulch 

c 
c 

10/16-10/25 
06/01-10/31 

Paonia  Reservoir 

4520 

Spring  Creek 

c 

10/16-10/20 

Watson  Flats 

None 

currently 

- 

- 

Minnesota  Creek 

4527 
4528 

Jumbo  Mountain 
Oak  Ridge 

c 
c 

05/11-06/15 
05/16-06/15 
10/16-10/30 

Reynolds  Creek 

4529 

4530 
4537 
4540 

Reynolds  Creek 

McDonald  Mesa 
Young's  Peak 
North  Saddle  Peak 

c 

c 
c 
c 

06/11-06/20 
10/06-10/07 
06/01-06/20 
05/15-06/14 
06/01-08/31 

a/  Identified  by  geographical  features, 
b/  C  =  cattle;  S  =  sheep. 
Status  in  proposed  action. 
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TABLE  2-18 
DEER  CRUCIAL  WINTER  AREAS  WITH  CURRENT  ALLOTMENTS, 
LIVESTOCK  CLASS,  AND  SEASON  OF  USE  (cont.) 


Crucial 
Area  a/ 

Al lotment 

Livestock 
Class  b/ 

Season 
of  Use 

Deer  Basin 

4019  Deer  Basin 
(4516  North  Fork: 
M  Deer  Basin  Subunit)* 

S 

12/21-02/28 
04/16-05/20 
03/01-04/13 

Alkali  Flats 

S 

03/01-05/07 
12/01-02/28 

Negro  Mesa 

4017  Alkali  Flats 

S 

See  above 

Oak  Creek 

4024  South  Branch 
(combined  into  4024 
Dirty  George)* 

C 

05/16-05/31 
11/01-11/15 

4025  Ward  Creek- 
Doughspoon 

c 

05/02-06/15 
10/15-11/17 

Camp  Ridge 

4001  Dominguez 

c 

03/01-05/30 
10/16-02/28 
04/01-10/03 
11/10-12/01 

Dry  Mesa 

4005  Negro  Draw 
(combined  into  4017 
Alkali  Flats)* 

c 

05/21-05/31 
10/16-11/30 

Cottonwood  Mesa 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

4008  25  Mesa 

c 

05/01-05/31 
10/16-12/15 
05/06-05/31 
10/15-02/28 

Monitor  Mesa 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

4015  Monitor  Creek 
(4015  White  Ranch)* 

c 
c 

05/16-05/31 
10/16-11/30 
09/01-09/16 

Winter  Mesa 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

c 

See  above 

Camel  Back 

4012  Canal 

c 

05/15-06/01 
10/16-11/15 

Pea  Green 

4012  Canal 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

c 
c 

See  above 

05/21-05/31 

10/16-11/30 

Status  in  proposed  action. 
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TABLE  2-18 

DEER  CRUCIAL  WINTER  AREAS  WITH  CURRENT  ALLOTMENT, 

LIVESTOCK  CLASS,  AND  SEASON  OF  USE  (cont.) 


Crucial 
Area  a/ 

Allotment 

Livestock 
Class  b/ 

Season 
of  Use 

Fruitland  Mesa 

5011 
5012 
5013 
5014 

5017 
5038 
5039 

Gould  Reservoir 
Cedar  Point 
Iron  Canyon 
Poison  Springs 

Green  Mountain 
Red  Canyon 
Onion  Valley 

C 
C 
C 
C 

S/C 
C 
C 

05/05-06/30 
05/10-07/09 
05/06-06/30 
05/15-07/14 
09/01-10/31 
05/03-11/25 
05/10-10/30 
07/01-09/05 

Dry  Fork 
Escalante 

5502  Sandy  Wash 

5505  Transfer 

5506  Cushman 
(combined  into  5507 

Pi  pel ine)* 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin 
5516  Piney 

S 

C 
S 

S 
C 

03/01-03/16 
12/01-02/28 
10/16-11/15 
03/01-03/15 
01/27-02/28 

12/11-02/16 
06/01-10/30 

Highway  90 

5507 
5521 

Pi  pel  ine 
Highway  90 

S 
S 

03/16-04/30 
12/07-12/13 
04/02-06/07 

Happy  Canyon 

5522 

5517 

Beaver  Hill 

Spring  Creek  Canyon 

S 
C 

05/16-06/30 
10/01-10/30 
05/29-11/01 

Log  Hi  11   Mesa 
Area 

None 

currently 

- 

- 

Ridgway  Area 

None 

currently 

- 

- 

Along  Highway 
550 

5530 
5557 
5560 
5572 

Billy  Creek 
Al  kal i 
Cookie  Tree 
McKenzie  Creek 

c 
c 
c 

12/15-02/28 
07/20-10/04 
05/01-10/31 

Cerro  Summit 

5569 

Hairpin 

s 

05/16-05/30 

Black  Ridge 

5020 
5022 

Black  Ridge 
Rabbit  Gulch 

s 

c 

11/16-12/15 
12/01-05/30 
11/10-01/18 

Status  in  proposed  action. 
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TABLE  2-19 
SUMMARY  OF  SEASONAL  FOODS  OF  MULE  DEER 
(near  Fort  Garland,  Colorado) 


Seasonal 

Diets  (%) 

Class  of  Forage 

Winter 

Spring 

Summer 

Autumn 

Tree 

23 

14 

7 

14 

Shrub  &  halfshrub 

70 

74 

38 

77 

Forb 

2 

4 

12 

0 

Grass 

_5 

_8 

43 

_9 

Total  percent 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Source:  Hansen  and  Reid  1975,  p.  45. 


TABLE  2-20 
ELK  POPULATION  STATUS  IN  THE  ES  AREA 


411    52 


521 


Game  Management  Units 


53    62 


63 


64 


65 


70 


TOTAL 


Estimated  June  1 
Population 

Estimated  Popula- 
tion, NRL  a/ 

Average  Legal 
Harvest  Total 

Percent  Harvest 
NRL  b/ 

Average  Legal 
Harvest,  NRL 


225   940    2,030   855    565    160    120   1,635    1,220     7,750 


34   141 


15    15 


9    38 


305   128    85     24     18     245 


60   250     540   227    150     42     32     435 


15    15     15 


81    34     23 


10 


44 


183 


10 


33 


1,163 


325     2,061 


12 


266 


Source:  Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife  (DOW),  Big  Game  Harvest  Statistics;  estimates  by  DOW  and 

BLM  personnel . 

Note:  Methodology  for  determining  big  game  populations  can  be  found  in  appendix  5. 

a/  The  maximum  estimated  population  to  use  NRL  at  least  part  of  the  year. 

b/  The  harvest  attributed  to  habitat  provided  by  NRL. 
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TABLE  2-21 
ELK  CRUCIAL  WINTER  AREAS  WITH  CURRENT  ALLOTMENTS, 
LIVESTOCK  CLASS,  AND  SEASON  OF  USE 


Crucial 
Area  a/ 

Allotment 

Livestock 
Class  b/ 

Season 
of  Use 

Leroux  Creek 

4503 
4549 

Stingley  Gulch 
Dry  Creek 

C 
C 

05/10-06/09 
05/12-06/15 
10/16-10/20 

Horse  Park 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

4505  Leroux  Common 
(combined  into  4504 

Leroux  Creek)* 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

C 
C 

S 

06/01-08/31 
05/16-06/15 
05/20-06/16 

01/11-02/10 
05/01-06/15 
06/23-06/30 
08/15-08/28 

Oak  Mesa 

4507  West  Jay  Creek                        C 
(combined  with  other  units 
into  4507  Jay  Creek)* 

10/21-10/31 

Wakefield  Mesa 

4513 

Stevens  Gulch 

C 

05/01-06/30 

Fry  Mesa 

4513 

Stevens  Gulch 

c 

10/16-10/25 

Terror  Creek 

4513 
4515 

Stevens  Gulch 
Freeman  Gulch 

c 
c 

10/16-10/25 
06/01-10/31 

Paonia  Reservoir 

4520 

Spring  Creek 

c 

10/16-10/20 

Watson  Flats 

None 

currently 

- 

- 

Minnesota  Creek 

4527 
4528 

Jumbo  Mountain 
Oak  Ridge 

c 
c 

05/11-06/15 
05/16-06/15 
10/16-10/30 

Reynolds  Creek 

4529 

4530 
4540 

Reynolds  Creek 

McDonald  Mesa 
North  Saddle  Peak 

c 

c 
c 

06/11-06/20 
10/06-10/07 
06/01-06/20 
06/01-08/31 

a/  Identified  by  geographical  features. 
bj     C  =  cattle;  S  =  sheep. 
*   Status  in  proposed  action. 
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communication  with  WCOs.  They  are  in  allot- 
ments 4016  Wells  Gulch  (1,600  acres)  and  4017 
Alkali  Flats  (640  acres).  The  concentration  areas 
are  shown  on  map  2-9,  along  with  the  A-82  boun- 
daries. 

Antelope  feed  primarily  on  forbs  and  browse, 
with  the  volume  of  browse  in  the  diet  increasing 
in  the  winter  as  forbs  become  less  palatable 
(Hoover,  Till,  and  Ogilvie  1959).  Food  habit  stu- 
dies conducted  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  (Bear  1973, 
pp.  44-45)  indicated  that  shrubs  are  the  most 
abundant  forage  in  antelope  diets  yearlong,  that 
forbs  are  also  important,  but  that  grasses  are  in- 
significant. Table  2-23  summarizes  plants  utilized 
by  antelope  by  season  of  the  year. 

Competition 

Each  of  the  large  grazing  mammals  has  specific 
grazing  preferences  and  normally  eats  certain  spe- 
cies of  plants  that  are  used  by  other  animals  to 
varying  degrees.  The  degree  to  which  these  over- 
laps occur  can  be  considered  the  degree  of  com- 
petition that  exists  between  species.  These  over- 
laps are  summarized  in  table  2-24,  which  is  based 
on  fecal  samples  in  vegetative  types  similar  to 
these  found  in  the  ES  area  (Hansen  and  Reid 
1975).  The  following  discussion  is  by  season  of 
the  year  by  wildlife  species. 

WINTER.  Winter  is  the  most  critical  time  for 
most  wildlife  species.  The  greatest  stress  is  placed 
on  the  species  at  this  time.  Additional  energy 
drains  upon  fat  reserves,  such  as  harassment,  car- 
rying young,  and  the  increasing  distances  traveled 
in  search  of  nutritious  food,  add  to  this  stress. 
Therefore,  plants  with  high  nutritional  values  are 
sought  by  both  wildlife  and  livestock.  Because  of 
this  tendency  for  all  species  to  seek  the  higher 
levels  of  protein  available  in  browse  species,  the 
greatest  diet  overlaps  occur  during  this  time. 

The  most  serious  overlap  in  the  ES  area  is 
between  antelope  and  sheep.  Antelope  use  the 
range  yearlong,  but  sufficient  water  for  bands  of 
sheep  is  not  available  until  winter  when  snow  pro- 
vides sufficient  moisture.  At  the  same  time, 
vegetation  is  severely  limited  throughout  the 
range.  Therefore,  the  diet  overlaps  could  be  as 
much  as  100  percent.  "Antelope  are  in  direct 
competition  with  sheep  for  forbs  and  browse" 
(U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  1970). 

Antelope  and  deer  diets  overlap  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, but  in  the  ES  area  habitat  overlaps  are  con- 
sidered to  be  insignificant. 


Additional  competition  between  species  during 
the  winter  months  is  readily  apparent  if  one  stu- 
dies table  2-24.  The  29  areas  (involving  54  grazing 
allotments)  identified  as  deer  and  elk  crucial 
winter  range  are  listed  in  tables  2-18  and  2-21. 
Antelope  crucial  range  is  shown  on  map  2-9. 

SPRING.  The  spring  competition  is  almost  as 
keen  as  the  winter  competition.  All  grazing 
animals  begin  using  the  first  green  shoots  of 
spring,  and  thus  are  in  direct  competition  with 
each  other.  This  continues  as  the  snows  recede 
and  the  deer,  elk,  and  cattle  begin  to  move  up 
along  the  mesas  of  the  Uncompahgre  Plateau  and 
mountains  throughout  the  ES  area,  eating  the 
green  shoots  as  they  appear. 

Deer  prefer  green  grass  that  is  free  of  stubble 
and  utilize  grazed  pastures  in  preference  to  those 
in  which  old  stubble  remains.  The  grass  species 
most  preferred  are  orchard  grass,  June  grass,  and 
the  wheatgrasses.  (U.S.  Department  of  the  Interi- 
or 1974,  pp.  19  and  34) 

SUMMER.  By  summer,  most  livestock  and  wil- 
dlife are  off  NRL  and  on  NFL.  Diet  overlaps, 
even  though  significant,  are  reduced  by  increased 
forage  and  better  distribution  of  animals. 

FALL.  The  spring  migration  upward  is 
reversed  in  the  fall,  with  the  livestock  moving 
down  first,  followed  by  the  deer  and  elk  as  the 
snows  become  deeper.  Once  again,  however,  diet 
overlaps  are  reduced  due  to  the  lack  of  concentra- 
tion areas. 

ADDITIONAL  CATTLE-ELK  CONFLICT. 
Cattle  and  elk  experience  another  type  of  conflict 
along  with  diet  overlaps.  Preliminary  data  from  a 
current  Montana  study  indicate  that  elk  will  not 
use  an  area  where  cattle  are  present  or  where 
they  have  been  (Lonner  1976). 

Mountain   Lion 

There  are  a  few  mountain  lions  scattered 
throughout  the  ES  area.  Exact  population  data  are 
lacking  on  this  species  due  to  the  remoteness  of 
its  habitat  and  the  secretiveness  of  the  animal. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  the  usefulness  this  animal 
serves  in  the  food  chain  by  keeping  mule  deer 
populations  in  check  (Burt  and  Grossenheider 
1964,  p.  83).  Predator  loss  records  indicate  some 
loss  of  livestock  to  this  animal. 

Black   Bear 

This  species  ranges  throughout  the  more 
remote,  higher,  and  uncivilized  portions  of  the  ES 
area.  Bear  are  well  scattered  and  seldom  seen  ex- 
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TABLE  2-23 
SUMMARY  OF  SEASONAL  FOODS  OF  PRONGHORN  ANTELOPE 
(in  Saguache  County,  Colorado) 

Seasonal  Diets  (%) 


Class  of  Forage Spring  Summer  Fall  -  Winter 

Shrub                     67  53        94 

Forb                      31  44         3 

Grass                    J_  J_       J_ 

Total  percent              99  98        98 


Source:  Bear  1973,  pp.  44-45. 


TABLE  2-24 
PERCENTAGE  OF  OVERLAP  IN  FORAGE  UTILIZATION  AMONG  CATTLE,  ELK, 
ANTELOPE,  AND  DEER  AT  VARIOUS  SEASONS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Animal  and  Season  Computed  Percent  Overlap  a/ 

Antelope  Summer  and  Antelope  Winter  0.73 

Antelope  Summer  and  Cattle  Summer  0.09 

Antelope  Summer  and  Cattle  Winter  0.16 

Antelope  Summer  and  Deer  Winter  0.78 

Antelope  Summer  and  Elk  Winter  0.19 

Antelope  Winter  and  Cattle  Summer  0.02 

Antelope  Winter  and  Cattle  Winter  0.11 

Antelope  Winter  and  Deer  Winter  0.78 

Antelope  Winter  and  Elk  Winter  0.10 

Cattle  Summer  and  Cattle  Winter  0.56 

Cattle  Summer  and  Deer  Winter  0.07 

Cattle  Summer  and  Elk  Winter  0.10 

Cattle  Winter  and  Deer  Winter  0.14 

Cattle  Winter  and  Elk  Winter  0.24 

Deer  Winter  and  Elk  Winter 0.31 

Source:  Hansen  and  Reid  1975. 

a/  A  78  percent  overlap  means  that,  of  the  total  number  of  species 
of  plants  eaten  by  two  different  species  of  animals,  78  percent 
of  the  total  species  of  plants  eaten  will  be  utilized  by  both 
species  of  animals. 
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cept  during  the  early  fall  when  they  can  be  readily 
found  in  the  berry  patches  along  creek  bottoms. 
Bear  can  also  be  seen  in  the  springtime,  grazing 
in  high  meadows. 

The  black  bear  is  primarily  a  vegetarian  but  will 
eat  small  mammals,  an  occasional  deer,  antelope, 
or  the  young  of  either  species.  In  studies  on 
Western  stock  ranches,  pinyon  pine  (seeds,  bark, 
or  foliage)  and  serviceberry  were  found  to  be  the 
most  used  plants  (Martin  et  al.  1951). 

Some  predation  problems  do  occur  when 
domestic  sheep  run  in  the  high  country  during  the 
summer.  In  the  past,  Division  of  Wildlife  Services 
personnel  have  removed  the  bear  doing  damage. 
This  no  longer  occurs.  Private  individuals,  how- 
ever, are  allowed  to  remove  the  bear  at  any  time 
of  the  year  without  a  license  in  order  to  alleviate 
livestock  losses.  . 

Bear  harvest  statistics  for  1971-74  are 
presented  in  table  2-25.  The  bear  population 
seems  to  be  holding  steady  or  increasing  slightly 
in  the  ES  area. 

Small  Mammals 

Map  2-9  shows  the  location  of  the  small  game 
management  units  (SGMUs)  in  relation  to  the  ES 
area.  Harvest  data  for  small  mammals  in  the  ES 
area  are  shown  in  table  2-26.  Because  of  the  lack 
of  population  densities  in  the  ES  areas,  these  ta- 
bles present  how  many  animals  were  harvested  in 
1974  as  representative  of  the  population  in  the 
area. 

Small  Game  Species 

There  are  only  three  species  hunted  by  humans 
for  food  in  the  ES  area:  cottontail  rabbit, 
snowshoe  hare,  and  pine  (red)  squirrel. 

Every  square  mile  of  the  ES  area  is  either  oc- 
cupied by  or  capable  of  being  occupied  by  cotton- 
tails, with  the  possible  exception  of  the  urban 
areas.  Chaining  operations  have  created  local 
heavy  concentrations  of  cottontails,  due  to  im- 
proved brush  and  herbaceous  cover.  The 
snowshoe  hare  occupies  or  could  occupy  the  ES 
area  between  8,000  and  10,000  feet  elevation.  The 
majority  of  the  land  in  this  altitude  range  is  ad- 
ministered by  either  BLM  or  the  U.S.  Forest  Ser- 
vice (USFS). 

Population  data  are  lacking  for  both  the  cotton- 
tail and  the  snowshoe;  rough  estimates  from  stu- 
dies elsewhere  in  Colorado  could  be  obtained  but 
would  have  little  real  value.  The  population  level 
tends  to  be  cyclic,  as  it  is  for  many  prey  species. 


Both  the  cottontail  and  the  snowshoe  eat  almost 
any  green  herbaceous  growth.  They  are  preyed 
upon  by  both  aerial  and  ground  predators. 

Pine  (red)  squirrels  occupy  the  coniferous 
forests  of  the  ES  area.  Population  figures  are 
lacking,  but  DOW  personnel  in  this  region  in- 
dicate that  where  pine  squirrels  are  present,  they 
exist  in  population  densities  of  two  per  acre  of 
coniferous  forest.  Squirrels  subsist  mostly  on 
seeds  of  coniferous  trees,  such  as  pinyon  pine, 
spruce,  ponderosa  pine,  and  Douglas  fir. 

Other  Species 

The  remaining  small  mammals  of  the  ES  area 
are  considered  to  be  varmints  and/or  furbearers. 
Although  an  important  source  of  recreation,  they 
are  not  as  important  economically  as  the  larger 
game  species;  therefore,  very  few  studies  on  them 
have  been  done.  Although  specific  population 
numbers  are  lacking  for  these  mammals,  all  of  the 
species  appear  to  be  increasing  throughout  the  ES 
area.  This  statement  is  based  upon  professional 
judgement  and  discussions  with  WCOs  and  with 
ranchers  and  other  landowners  in  the  area. 

Birds 

Harvest  data  for  upland  game  birds  and  water- 
fowl are  presented  in  table  2-26;  population  densi- 
ties for  these  species  are  lacking  for  the  ES  area. 
No  population  information  is  available  on  raptors 
or  on  other  nongame  birds. 

Waterfowl 

The  Uncompahgre  Basin  is  not  noted  for  its 
waterfowl  production;  however,  it  is  a  stopover 
area  for  the  Pacific  flyway.  Some  species  that  do 
nest  in  the  area  include  the  Canadian  goose,  mal- 
lard, gadwall,  pintail,  green-winged  teal,  blue- 
winged  teal,  and  cinnamon  teal.  These  are  not 
large  populations  due  to  the  limited  water  in  the 
area  suitable  for  nesting.  Waterfowl  nesting  pairs 
have  been  sighted  on  nearly  every  water  body 
throughout  the  ES  area  that  has  a  permanent 
source  of  free  water. 

Upland  Game  Birds 

Band-tailed  pigeons  are  summer  residents  of  the 
ES  area.  These  birds  are  present  in  scattered 
flocks  throughout  the  cultivated  farmland  in  the 
valley  during  the  late  spring  and  early  fall;  how- 
ever, the  birds  are  restricted  to  their  nesting  areas 
within  the  coniferous-forest  type  and  nearby  feed- 
ing areas  during  most  of  the  summer.  Wild  fruit, 
mast,  and  agricultural  crops  are  important  as 
band-tailed  pigeon  food. 
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TABLE  2-25 
HARVEST  STATISTICS  FOR  BEAR 
(1971  -  1974) 


GMUs 

Year 

411 

52 

521 

62 

63 

64 

65 

70 

Total 

1971 

11 

2 

13 

1972 

4 

24 

5 

2 

6 

38 

1973 

5 

7 

13 

1 

3 

2 

31 

1974 

1 

5 

19 

8 

3 

1 

1 

30 

Source:  DOW,  Big  Game  Harvest  Data  Books  (1971-1974) 


TABLE  2-26 
HARVEST  OF  SMALL  MAMMALS 
BY  SMALL  GAME  MANAGEMENT  UNIT  I 


19741 


Species  or 

Group 


GMU 


64 


66 


Total 


SMALL  GAME 

Duck  19,479  5,546 

Dove  10,314  1,409 

Turkey  5 

Pheasant  16,936  295 

Gambel 's  Quail  2,027 

Blue  Grouse  2,239  2,942 

Ptarmigan  156  303 

Cottontail  Rabbit  11,958  8,435 

Snowshoe  Hare  194  1,048 

Pine  (Red)  Squirrel 98  1,114 


25,025 

11,723 
5 

17,231 

2,027 

5,181 

459 

20,393 
1,242 
1,212 


FURBEARERS 


Gray  Fox  61 

Badger  33 

Trapping 

Beaver  462 

Red  Fox  2 

Marten  2 

Mink  10 

Muskrat  3,869 

Striped  Skunk  284 
Long-tailed  Weasel 

Short-tailed  Weasel  6 


155 


121 

7 

34 

18 

761 

29 

5 


61 

188 


583 

9 

36 

28 

4,630 

313 

5 

14 


VARMINTS 

Marmot 

Bobcat 

Raccoon 

Coyote 

Prairie  Dog 

Jackrabbit 

Porcupine 

Crow 

Magpie 


785 

33 

403 

845 

13,983 

1,175 

1,817 

738 

1,059 


1,981 

356 

164 

2,752 

6,260 

5,497 

1,884 

33 

3,998 


2,766 
389* 
567* 

3,597* 
20,243 

6,672 

3,701 
771 

5,057 


Source:  DOW,  1974  Colorado  Small  Game,  Furbearers,  Varmints 

Harvest  Book. 

*  Includes  some  animals  that  may  have  been  taken  by  trapping. 
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Mourning  doves  are  common  throughout  the  ES 
area  from  late  spring  to  early  fall.  Their  primary 
habitat  requirements  are  met  throughout  the  area, 
but  water  distribution  on  the  Uncompahgre 
Plateau  is  a  limiting  factor.  No  data  are  available 
on  densities  of  mourning  doves  on  the  Uncom- 
pahgre Plateau  (McKean  and  Baker  1972)  or 
anywhere  else  in  the  ES  area. 

Blue  grouse  are  few  in  numbers  due  to  the 
limited  coniferous  forest  available  thoughout  the 
ES  area.  The  nesting  habitat  of  blue  grouse  is 
usually  moist  stream  bottoms.  Blue  grouse  foods 
include  mostly  insects  in  the  summer  and  conifer 
needles  in  the  winter. 

Sage  grouse  are  located  in  three  regions  of  the 
ES  area.  The  first  is  south  of  Crawford  Reservoir 
along  State  Highway  92,  the  second  is  on  Sims 
Mesa  southwest  of  Montrose,  and  the  third  is  the 
Bostwick  Park  area.  Very  few  birds  have  been 
seen  in  recent  years  on  Sims  Mesa  and  Bostwick 
Park,  but  in  the  Crawford  area  there  have  been 
enough  seen  to  indicate  an  increase  in  the  popula- 
tion. Sage  grouse  depend  on  sagebrush  yearlong 
for  food  and  nesting  cover. 

Chukars  were  introduced  into  Escalante 
Canyon,  Shin  Park,  and  the  Black  Ridge  area; 
huntable  populations  were  obtained.  Current  ob- 
servations indicate  that  these  birds  have  scattered 
and  are  inhabiting  additional  areas  each  year. 
Prolific  seed  producing  plants,  such  as  cheatgrass, 
are  important  chukar  food  as  are  other  species, 
such  as  Russian  thistle,  that  are  common  to 
disturbed  areas. 

A  small  remnant  population  of  wild  turkeys  is 
present  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  area  in  the 
southwestern  portion  of  the  ES  area.  These  birds 
use  NRL  in  the  Horsefly  Peak  and  Happy 
Canyon  areas.  Turkeys  are  also  thought  to  be  in 
the  mesa  country  south  of  Paonia,  but  few  have 
been  seen  in  recent  years. 

Raptors 

Raptors  which  are  yearlong  residents  of  the  ES 
area  include  the  golden  eagle,  red-tailed  hawk, 
marsh  hawk,  and  great-horned  owl.  The  Swain- 
son's  hawk  and  American  kestrel  are  common 
summer  residents,  and  the  roughlegged  hawk  and 
northern  bald  eagle  are  common  winter  residents. 

The  cliffs  and  precipitous  rock  formations  scat- 
tered throughout  the  ES  area  are  used  as  nesting 
and  perching  sites  by  the  prairie  falcon,  golden 
eagle,  and  red-tailed  hawk.  The  Swainson's  hawk, 


American   kestrel,    and   great-horned   owl   nest   in 
trees  throughout  the  valley. 

The  prey  affected  by  livestock  grazing,  and  on 
which  raptors  are  dependent,  are  the  prairie  dog, 
the  cottontail  rabbit,  the  snowshoe  hare,  all  spe- 
cies of  birds,  and  the  carcasses  of  the  larger  big 
game  animals. 

Other  Nongame  Birds 

A  list  of  birds  known  to  be  or  that  could  be 
present  in  the  ES  area  is  available  at  the  Mon- 
trose District  Office.  Information  is  insufficient 
on  most  species  (other  than  endangered)  to  deter- 
mine population  status  or  specific  habitat  require- 
ments. 

Reptiles 

The  reptilian  fauna  of  the  ES  area  is  extremely 
limited,  mostly  because  of  the  severe  climatic 
conditions.  Garter  snakes  are  common  around 
permanent  water.  A  list  of  the  reptiles  known  to 
occur  in  the  ES  area  is  available  from  the  Mon- 
trose District  Office. 

Endangered  Species 

Within  the  ES  area,  there  are  four  species  that 
are  currently  on  the  Endangered  Species  List  of 
the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (USFWS). 
These  are  the  American  peregrine  falcon  (Falco 
peregrinus  anatum),  the  whooping  crane  (Grus 
am  erica  na),  the  black-footed  ferret  (Mustela 
nigripes),  and  the  river  otter  (Lutrci  canadensis). 

Possible  nesting  sites  are  available  for  the 
peregrine  falcon  in  several  parts  of  the  ES  area, 
most  notably  the  Black  Canyon  of  the  Gunnison 
and  Escalante  Canyon. 

The  whooping  crane  is  a  rare  migrant  through 
the  ES  area.  In  the  fall  of  1975,  a  crane  was 
spotted  with  its  adopted  family  of  sandhill  cranes 
in  the  Crawford  area.  This  was  the  only  crane 
seen  in  the  area,  but  it  is  possible  that  more  came 
through  without  being  observed. 

The  black-footed  ferret  preys  on  the  prairie 
dog.  which  is  attracted  to  areas  of  subclimax 
vegetation  caused  by  grazing.  Although  no  con- 
firmed sightings  have  been  made,  the  black-footed 
ferret  could  be  found  in  prairie  dog  concentration 
areas. 

Three  unconfirmed  sightings  of  black-footed 
ferrets  near  Hotchkiss  have  been  reported,  and 
several  "trenches"  were  found.  The  discovery  of 
these  trenches  led  to  an  investigation  of  the  area 
by   DOW,   USFWS,   and   BLM   personnel   in   late 
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1975  and  early  1976.  The  trenches  located  were 
looked  at  and  discussed  with  other  personnel 
more  familiar  with  prairie  dog  habits  who  in- 
dicated that  these  trenches  could  have  been  made 
by  prairie  dogs  and  not  black-footed  ferrets. 

However,  because  of  the  unconfirmed  sightings 
and  the  possibility  that  black-footed  ferrets  could 
have  made  the  trenches,  a  wildlife  trainee  was 
given  the  job  in  the  summer  of  1976  of  inventory- 
ing prairie  dog  towns  and  their  species  composi- 
tion and  spotlighting  for  ferrets  at  night.  This 
study  resulted  in  some  baseline  data  that  can  be 
used  in  the  future,  but  no  sightings  of  ferrets 
were  recorded.  (For  further  information  see  File 
6840,  report  by  S.  R.  Smith  1976,  at  the  Montrose 
District  Office.) 

In  all  of  the  investigations,  no  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  black-footed  ferrets 
was  found.  S.  J.  Bissell  (1976)  states  that  "no  area 
can  be  considered  essential  habitat  until  confirma- 
tion of  black-footed  ferrets  is  made.  The  (Paonia 
and  Hotchkiss  area)  can  be  given  special  con- 
sideration" because  of  the  sightings  and  evidence 
found  there. 

The  river  otter  has  recently  been  introduced 
into  the  Gunnison  River  near  Black  Canyon  of  the 
Gunnison.  This  species  is  currently  on  the 
Colorado  DOW  Endangered  Species  List  and  is 
protected  throughout  the  state. 

Aquatic  and  Riparian 

Major  rivers,  lakes,  reservoirs,  streams,  and  the 
aquatic  organisms  and  riparian  vegetation  as- 
sociated with  them  are  described  in  this  section. 
The  majority  of  aquatic  habitat  on  NRL  consists 
of  small  streams,  and  these  areas  can  be  drasti- 
cally affected  by  grazing  programs.  In  this  semi- 
arid  environment,  small  stream  aquatic  habitats 
are  closely  related  to  and  directly  dependent  on 
their  associated  riparian  vegetation.  The  condi- 
tions, impacts,  and  changes  of  small  stream  en- 
vironments closely  parallel  these  same  aspects  of 
riparian  communities.  These  close  relationships 
are  most  adequately  considered  simultaneously. 
Map  2-10  shows  the  major  drainages  and  riparian 
habitats  of  the  area.  A  list  of  the  species  of  fish 
occurring  in  the  ES  area  is  available  from  the 
Montrose  District  Office. 

River  Habitats 

The  eastern  portion  of  the  Gunnison  River 
flows  through  the  Gunnison  Gorge,  which  is  sur- 
rounded by  very  dry  hills  and  plateaus  where  all 


streams  except  the  Smith  Fork  are  intermittent. 
The  recently  completed  USBR  Crystal  Dam  will 
inundate  a  section  of  the  river  forming  a  new 
reservoir  below  the  existing  Morrow  Point  Reser- 
voir. Below  Crystal  Dam  the  river  transects  the 
Black  Canyon  National  Monument  and  BLM's 
Gunnison  Gorge  recreation  lands. 

The  section  below  Crystal  Dam  is  an  excellent 
trout  fishery.  A  creel  census  conducted  in  1974 
showed  107  fishermen  fished  399  hours  to  catch 
358  fish  at  a  catch  per  man-hour  of  0.90.  The 
catch  consisted  of  70  percent  rainbow  and  30  per- 
cent brown  trout  with  an  average  size  of  15 
inches.  A  few  Kokanee  salmon,  cutthroat,  and 
mackinaw  trout  were  also  taken.  (The  creel  cen- 
suses mentioned  here  and  below  are  the  only 
available  source  for  population  figures.) 

From  the  point  where  it  emerges  from  the  gorge 
to  the  ES  boundary,  the  Gunnison  River  receives 
inflow  from  perennial  streams  on  the  plateau  to 
the  south  and  from  intermittent  streams  in  the  al- 
kali area  to  the  north.  The  river  carries  a  large 
sediment  load. 

Cold  water  species  dominate  the  fish  fauna 
above  the  confluence  of  the  Uncompahgre  River, 
while  below  the  confluence  warm  water  species 
become  more  common.  The  1974  creel  census 
showed  91  fishermen  taking  130  fish  at  a  rate  of 
0.64  fish  per  man-hour.  The  catch  consisted  of  70 
percent  rainbow,  18  percent  brown  trout,  3  per- 
cent cutthroat  trout,  1  percent  northern  pike,  4 
percent  bullhead,  and  4  percent  sunfish.  Several 
of  the  fish  species  listed  as  endangered  histori- 
cally occupied  this  river  section.  One  of  these 
fish,  the  humpback  sucker,  Xyrauchen  texanus, 
has  been  found  recently. 

The  North  Fork  of  the  Gunnison  drains  an 
area,  the  majority  of  which  is  NRL,  with  many 
perennial  streams.  These  streams  have  generally 
good  water  quality  and  they  support  small  trout 
populations.  Water  quality  of  the  North  Fork  is 
influenced  heavily  by  irrigation  return  flow,  coal 
mining,  and  sewage.  Fishermen  take  browns  and 
rainbows  at  a  rate  of  0.55  fish  per  man-hour. 
Bluehead  suckers,  dace,  sculpin,  and  other 
suckers  dominate  the  fish  fauna. 

The  Uncompahgre  River  from  the  headwaters 
to  Montrose  is  adversely  affected  by  mine 
drainage  and  heavy  metals  and  is  very  poor  as  a 
fishery.  High  concentrations  of  heavy  metals  vir- 
tually exclude  aquatic  life  in  the  uppermost  sec- 
tion. Below  Ridgway  rainbow  and  brown  trout  are 
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found  but  trout  account  for  only  10  percent  of  the 
fish  numbers.  Western  white,  bluehead,  and  flan- 
nelmouth  suckers  dominate  the  fish  fauna.  Below 
Montrose  the  river  is  largely  dewatered  by  irriga- 
tion during  the  growing  season.  The  fish  fauna 
from  Montrose  to  Delta  is  almost  entirely  suckers. 
Sediment  from  irrigation  return  flow  is  heavy  in 
this  section. 

Riparian   Habitats 

Riparian  habitats  consist  of  those  vegetative 
species  which  require  a  water  supply  from  a 
stream  or  standing  body  of  water.  In  the  ES  area, 
the  majority  of  riparian  habitats  occur  in  the  bot- 
tom of  canyons  which  have  been  cut  by  streams. 
In  some  cases,  intermittent  streams  maintain 
healthy  riparian  habitats  through  ground  water 
flow. 

Riparian  habitats  occur  as  subtypes  within  each 
of  the  major  vegetative  types.  Major  overstory 
species  are  cottonwood,  willow  (Sali.x  sp.),  box 
elder  (Acer  sp.),  wildrose  (Rosa  sp.),  and  elderber- 
ry (Sambucus  melanocarysa).  The  understory  is 
made  up  of  giant  wild-rye  (Elymus  condensatus), 
yellow  sweet  clover  (Melilotus  officinalis),  cattail 
(Typha  sp.),  and  horsetail  (Equisetum  sp.). 

Stream  Habitats 

Stream  habitats  within  the  ES  area  are  limited 
by  the  scarcity  of  water  and  high  demand  for 
water  by  agricultural  users.  (See  Climate  for  in- 
formation on  precipitation.)  These  habitats  must 
withstand  large  variations  in  discharge  rates  (see 
Water  Resources). 

Stream  fisheries  habitat  in  the  area  is  exem- 
plified by  the  following  typical  pattern.  Cold 
water  trout  habitat  begins  in  the  headwaters  on 
NFL  and  extends  for  varying  distances  onto 
NRL.  There  it  warms  gradually  and  turbidities  in- 
crease. The  stream  habitat  becomes  suitable  for 
dace,  chubs,  suckers,  and  other  minnows  as  it  ap- 
proaches the  lower  limit  of  NRL. 

Stream  environments  in  the  area  vary  greatly. 
The  majority  of  streams  in  the  area  fit  into  the 
following  descriptive  categories. 

ALKALI  STREAMS.  The  streams  northwest  of 
Delta  in  the  adobe  area  are  small  and  intermittent. 
They  have  high  pH,  alkalinity,  and  total  dissolved 
solids.  Fish  life  is  lacking,  and  aquatic  species  are 
limited.  Tamarisk  is  a  characteristic  riparian  spe- 
cies. 

PLATEAU  CANYON  STREAMS.  The 
drainages    on    the    Uncompahgre    Plateau    in    the 


western  portion  of  the  ES  area  occupy  deep 
rocky  canyons  with  wide  bottoms.  Streams  are 
high  in  suspended  solids  and  are  subject  to  flash 
floods.  Minnows  and  suckers  are  the  major  fish. 
The  woody  riparian  species — such  as  cottonwood, 
wild  rose,  and  willow — dominate  the  canyon 
vegetation. 

INTERMITTENT  STREAMS.  The  drainages 
around  the  Gunnison  Gorge  and  east  and  west  of 
the  lower  Uncompahgre  River  are  in  badlands 
subject  to  flash  floods;  the  runoff  is  very  high  in 
suspended  and  total  dissolved  solids.  Aquatic  and 
riparian  species  are  lacking,  and  range  plants  are 
the  only  vegetation. 

NORTH  FORK  STREAMS.  Perennial  streams 
flowing  to  the  North  Fork  of  the  Gunnison  River 
have  steep,  rocky  channels  and  good  water  quality 
Trout,  mountain  suckers,  and  a  high  diversity  of 
aquatic  invertebrates  are  found  in  the  streams.  El- 
derberry, willow,  oakbrush,  and  some  conifers 
make  up  a  healthy  riparian  community. 

Analysis  oe  Present  Habitat  Condition 

Surveys  were  made  of  496.8  miles  (162.8  miles 
NRL)  on  39  streams  in  the  ES  area,  and  a  rating 
was  given  to  both  the  aquatic  habitat  and  the 
riparian  habitat  of  each  stream  (as  discussed  in 
footnotes  to  table  2-27).  Table  2-27  summarizes 
the  pertinent  information  that  is  currently  availa- 
ble on  the  condition  of  aquatic,  riparian,  and 
fishery  stream  habitats  as  they  occur  within  the 
proposed  allotments. 

Table  2-28  shows  the  size  of  the  watershed  for 
each  stream  and  the  amount  and  percentage  of 
the  watershed  of  each  stream  that  is  composed  of 
NRL  grazing  allotments.  The  total  sediment 
presently  yielded  to  each  watershed  was  calcu- 
lated from  table  2-8  in  the  water  resources  sec- 
tion. The  last  column  in  the  table  gives  the 
present  average  sediment  yield  per  acre  (tons  per 
year)  for  all  NRL  acres  used  for  grazing  within  a 
single  watershed.  These  values  were  used  in  the 
absence  of  water  quality  data  to  make  general 
comparisons  between  the  sediment  yield  to 
streams  of  the  ES  area. 

Cultural  Resources 

Archeological  Resources 

The  ES  area  has  been  continuously  occupied  by 
humans  for  at  least  the  last  10,000  years.  This 
aboriginal  occupation  of  the  area  is  considered  to 
have    been    Ute   during   the    historic    and   contact 
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TABLE  2-28 
COMPOSITION  OF  WATERSHEDS  SUPPORTING  AQUATIC  AND  RIPARIAN  HABITAT 


Percent  Of 

Present  Average 

NRL 

Watershed 

Total  Present 

Sediment 

Sediment  Yield 

Acres 

Made  Up 

Yield  to 

the 

for  NRL  Acres 

Watershed 

in 

by 

Watershed  ft 

"om  NRL 

in  the  Watershed 

Stream  Name 

Acres 

Watershed 

NRL 

(ton/year) 

(tons/acre/year) 

Cottonwood 

32,015 

19,015 

59 

32,536 

1.71 

Little  Dominguez 

51,720 

7,520 

15 

17,859 

2.37 

Escalante 

121,125 

37,285 

31 

77,100 

2.07 

Monitor 

18,600 

6,640 

36 

10,778 

1.62 

Potter 

13,760 

5,560 

40 

9,912 

1.78 

Roubideau 

87,681 

25,815 

29 

44,734 

1.73 

Billy 

6,320 

2,160 

34 

3,031 

1.40 

Beaton 

10,800 

2,840 

26 

11,052 

3.64 

Chaffee 

3,420 

1,860 

54 

2,669 

1.44 

Cow 

- 

Insignificant 

- 

- 

- 

Dallas 

- 

Insignificant 

- 

- 

- 

Dolores 

9,880 

2,800 

28 

3,902 

1.40 

Dry 

55,161 

23,925 

42 

31,804 

1.33 

Dry  Cedar 

8,760 

1,840 

21 

6,253 

3.40 

Cedar 

25,020 

2,860 

11 

7,811 

2.73 

McKenzie 

3,640 

880 

24 

886 

1.01 

Happy  Canyon 

12,400 

3,360 

27 

3,532 

1.05 

Spring 

20,640 

7,400 

36 

7,407 

1.00 

Smith  Fork 

- 

Insignificant 

- 

- 

- 

Bear 

5,600 

1,280 

23 

1,312 

1.03 

Cottonwood 

1,360 

600 

44 

600 

1.00 

Deep 

1,680 

240 

14 

141 

0.59 

Hubbard 

35,920 

1,525 

5 

2,390 

1.57 

Leroux 

38,440 

4,655 

12 

5,349 

1.15 

Minnesota 

25,440 

5,720 

22 

6,854 

1.20 

Muddy 

- 

Insignificant 

- 

- 

- 

West  Muddy 

- 

Insignificant 

- 

- 

- 

Terror 

18,730 

2,170 

11 

1,672 

0.77 

Williams 

2,280 

180 

8 

108 

0.60 

Roatcap 

8,720 

3,470 

40 

2,853 

0.82 

Currant  (upper) 

21,810 

6,210 

28 

6,240 

1.00 

Anthracite 

- 

Insignificant 

- 

- 

- 

Oak 

11,600 

3,640 

31 

1,839 

0.51 
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periods.  During  the  prehistoric  period  the  occupa- 
tion has  been  defined  as  the  Uncompahgre  Com- 
plex, which  is  thought  by  some  authors  to  be  the 
progenitor  of  the  historic  Ute  culture. 

The  Uncompahgre  Complex  has  been  defined 
as  an  archaic  level  of  human  adaptation  that 
manifests  itself  in  effective  and  efficient  use  by 
humans  of  all  major  ecological  zones  in  the  area. 
The  presumed  level  of  human  organization  is  a 
band  level  of  development  involved  in  a  seasonal 
round  of  hunting  and  gathering  that  was  very 
similar  to  the  life  style  of  contact  period  Utes. 

The  physical  expressions  of  these  seasonal 
rounds  are  the  different  types  of  archeological 
sites  and  artifacts  found  today.  Archeological 
sites  are  confined  to  five  types:  lithic  sites, 
rockshelters,  wickiup  sites,  rock  art,  and  dry-laid 
masonry  structures.  Lithic  debris  is  found  at  all 
sites,  and  the  various  types  of  sites  reflect  human 
response  and  adaptation  to  environmental  changes 
and  fluctuations.  Twelve  phases  have  been 
identified  that  probably  reflect  specific  types  of 
environmental  response.  These  phases  range  in 
date  from  8000  B.C.  (the  paleo-Indian  stage)  to 
A.D.  1880  (the  end  of  Ute  occupation  in  the  area). 
The  phases  are  differentiated  from  one  another  by 
specific  artifact  types  which  have  been  dated 
based  on  relative  and  absolute  chronology.  As  an 
example,  wickiups  are  dated  and  occur  only  in  the 
Escalante  phase  (1500-1880).  Various  phases  also 
reflect,  in  certain  artifact  categories  such  as  pot- 
tery and  rock  art,  diffusion  of  ideas  and  in- 
fluences from  the  Anasazi  area  to  the  south  and 
the  Fremont  culture  to  the  west  and  north.  It  is 
presumed,  although  definite  evidence  is  lacking, 
that  some  culture  elements  penetrated  the  area 
from  the  Western  Great  Plains  culture  area  to  the 
east. 

Prior  to  studies  for  this  ES,  186  archeological 
sites  had  been  located  on  BLM,  private,  and  Na- 
tional Park  Service  (NPS)  lands  within  the  ES 
area.  Fifty  of  these  sites  are  rockshelters,  22  are 
petroglyphs  sites  or  sites  with  petroglyphs,  5  are 
wickiup  sites,  2  are  dry-laid  surface  structures,  2 
are  Anglo-historic  structures,  and  the  rest  are 
open  lithic  sites. 

Forty  of  the  sites  have  been  tested  or  ex- 
cavated by  professional  archeologists.  About  95 
percent  of  the  186  sites  have  been  tampered  with 
by  amateurs  and  vandals,  and  at  least  50  sites 
have  been  totally  destroyed.  Map  2-11  shows 
archeologically  inventoried  areas.  Appendix  6  pro- 
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vides  a  summary  of  the  procedures  used  to  identi- 
fy the  archeological  sites  in  the  area  and  identifies 
(table  A- 13)  the  recorded  sites  and  their  condition 
and  status. 

In  addition  to  the  186  previously  known  sites, 
a  1976  University  of  Colorado  (CU)  sampling  sur- 
vey has  located  118  additional  sites.  (These  sites 
are  listed  at  the  end  of  table  A- 13  of  appendix  6 
and  are  shown  on  map  2-11.)  The  predictive 
model  of  site  location  developed  by  the  CU  team 
suggests  that  there  may  be  6,050  sites  within  the 
ES  area.  There  are  also  152  allotments  within  the 
ES  area  that  crosscut  probable  archeological  site 
locations.  Since  many  allotments  contain  several 
of  the  topographic  features  used  in  the  CU 
stratified  random  design  sampling  technique,  it  is 
impossible  to  predict  accurately  the  numbers  of 
potential  sites  by  specific  allotment.  However,  the 
number  of  potential  sites  can  be  suggested  for  al- 
lotments containing  topographic  situations  sam- 
pled. Table  2-29  notes  the  number  of  predicted 
sites  by  percent  of  the  total  number  of  allotments. 
Since  some  allotments  contain  more  than  a  single 
topographic  situation  the  total  percentage  will  add 
up  to  more  than  100  percent.  Based  on  the  predic- 
tive statement  and  allotment  analysis,  it  is  easily 
seen  that  all  allotments  are  likely  to  have  some 
archeological  sites  located  on  them. 

Table  2-29. — Predicted  number  (by  percent)  of  potential  archeo- 
logical sites  for  allotments  containing  topographic  situations  sampled 

Percent  of 

Number  of       allotments  containing 

Topographic  situation  sites  situation 

Talus  slopes 1,733  67 

Mesa/terrace/bench  tops...  2,827  71 

Adobe  hills 78  38 

Canyon  rim 1,395  78 

Valley  bottom 17  82 

SOURCE:  1976  University  of  Colorado  sampling  survey 

A  number  of  other  sites  are  known  to  have 
been  recorded  by  inventories  conducted  by  the 
U.S.  Forest  Service  (USFS),  NPS,  and  USBR; 
however,  the  results  of  these  studies  are  not  cur- 
rently available. 

Of  the  186  previously  recorded  sites,  the  fol- 
lowing 5  are  considered  significant.  They  have 
virtually  defined  the  Uncompahgre  Complex,  and 
they  have  been  nominated  to  the  National  Re- 
gister of  Historic  Places.  These  sites  were  ex- 
cavated by  Dr.  William  Buckles  in  1962  and  1963 
and  became  the  basis  for  the  definition  of  the 
complex.  These  sites  contained  particular  ele- 
ments or  long  time  sequences  that  identified  and 
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confirmed  the  cultural  tradition  and  occupation  of 
the  Uncompahgre  area. 

1.  Lee  Ranch  Wickiup  Village  5MN41.  A 
historic  Ute  site  on  private  land.  (See  figure  2-3 
for  a  photograph  of  a  standing  wickiup.) 

2.  Sandburg  Site  5MN43.  A  rockshelter  on 
BLM  lands  that  has  been  excavated  and  has 
yielded  evidence  of  occupation  from  2500  B.C. 
to  A.D.  1  and  sporadically  around  A.D.  700. 

3.  Moore  Site.  A  rockshelter  with  petroglyphs 
which  has  been  excavated  and  has  yielded 
evidence  of  occupation  between  1500  B.C.  and 
1000  B.C. 

4.  Dry  Fork  Petroglyphs  5DT1.  A  petroglyph 
site  that  contains  historic  Ute  peckings,  dating 
from  approximately  A.D.  1700  to  1880,  and 
Anglo  homesteaders'  inscriptions.  (See  figure 
2-4  for  a  photograph  of  historic  Ute  and 
homesteader  petroglyphs.) 

5.  Christmas  Rockshelter  5DT2.  A  rockshelter 
which  has  been  excavated  and  has  yielded 
evidence  of  occupation  by  prehistoric 
aboriginals  between  8000  B.C.  and  A.D.  1300 
and  then  reoccupation  by  Anglo  homesteaders 
about  1880. 

The  University  of  Colorado  study  identified 
four  additional  sites  which  they  consider  eligible 
for  the  National  Register.  These  sites  are  all  lithic 
scatters  of  large  size.  All  of  the  sites  appear  to 
have  been  intermittently  occupied  over  long 
periods  of  time,  and  they  are  particularly 
representative  of  human  occupation  and  adapta- 
tion in  the  ES  area.  They  are  also  typical,  except 
in  size,  of  the  majority  of  archeological  sites 
found  in  the  area.  It  is  believed,  based  on  evalua- 
tion of  the  surface  remains,  that  these  four  sites 
will  aid  in  expanding  the  definition  of  human  use 
and  adaptation  in  the  ES  area.  These  sites  are: 

1.  5MN596.  An  open  lithic  scatter  approxi- 
mately 35  by  35  meters  in  size.  The  site  is  in 
excellent  condition  and  has  the  potential  of 
yielding  significant  data  on  human  adaptation  in 
the  ES  area. 

2.  5MN716.  An  open  lithic  scatter  approxi- 
mately 175  by  40  meters  in  size.  The  site  is 
washed  and  eroded  but  has  the  potential  of 
yielding  significant  amounts  of  information. 

3.  5MN726.  An  open  lithic  scatter  approxi- 
mately 150  by  30  meters.  The  site  is  slightly 
vandalized  but  has  the  potential  of  yielding  sig- 
nificant information  on  the  human  use  of  the 
area. 


4.  5DT216.  An  open  lithic  scatter  approxi- 
mately 250  by  100  meters.  The  site  is  washed 
but  appears  to  have  the  potential  for  yielding 
significant  information  about  cultural  adapta- 
tions. 

Historical  Resources 

The  first  nonaboriginals  to  visit  the  area  were 
the  Spanish  in  the  eighteenth  century,  followed  in 
the  early  nineteenth  century  by  fur  traders.  The 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  saw  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mining  and  grazing  industries,  with 
the  major  arrival  of  settlers  and  organization  of 
towns  occurring  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  century. 
Agriculture  livestock  production  and  irrigated 
farming  became  the  major  basis  of  the  economy 
during  this  period  and  has  continued  so  to  the 
present  day. 

Historic  Sites 

The  physical  evidence  of  European  occupation 
of  the  ES  area  consists  mainly  of  roads,  rail  beds, 
mines,  and  buildings.  Most  of  these  sites  are 
located  on  private  land,  and  many  are  still  in  use. 

The  following  four  historic  sites  are  listed  on 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Sites  and  Places 
or  have  been  nominated  to  the  National  Register: 
Ute  Memorial  Site  (Montrose  County),  City  and 
Walsh  Library  (Ouray  County),  Belmont  Hotel 
(Ouray  County),  and  D&RGW  Railroad  Trestle 
(Montrose  County). 

Appendix  7,  table  A-14,  is  an  inventory  of 
other  historic  sites  within  the  ES  area,  based  on 
a  preliminary  field  survey  conducted  in  June  and 
July,  1976.  It  identifies  the  sites,  their  number, 
principal  feature,  integrity,  condition,  historical 
significance,  size,  and  ownership  or  management 
status.  Of  these  sites,  the  following  three  sites  on 
NRL  could  be  affected  by  the  proposed  action. 

1.  Lime  Kiln  (GG007).  The  site  is  in  Red 
Canyon  and  consists  of  a  piled  rock  kiln  (oven) 
with  mortar  bonds.  It  is  20  feet  in  diameter  and 
25  feet  high.  Also  associated  with  the  kiln  are 
a  rock  and  timber  cabin,  a  rock-lined  dugout, 
and  several  subordinate  (ancillary)  structures 
constructed  of  rock.  The  site  is  in  fair  condition 
with  fair  integrity. 

2.  Red  Canyon  Cabin  (GG011).  The  site  con- 
sists of  a  miner's  cabin,  constructed  of  logs 
with  a  plank  roof,  and  several  prospect  holes. 
The  site  probably  dates  to  1910-1920.  Both  con- 
dition and  integrity  of  the  site  are  fair. 
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Figure  2-3.  Standing  wickiup  on  NRL 


Figure  2-4.  Historic  Ute  and  homesteader  petroglyphs 
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3.  Cabin  and  Ancillary  Structures  (UG011). 
The  site  consists  of  an  abandoned  homestead 
and  support  structures.  The  cabin  is  constructed 
of  squared  timbers  and  has  a  dirt  roof.  The  site 
dates  to  ca.  1900.  Both  condition  and  integrity 
are  fair. 

Visual  Resources 

Characteristic  Landscape 

The  Uncompahgre  Basin  lies  within  the 
Colorado  Plateau  physiographic  region.  The  public 
lands  in  this  basin  lie  between  the  pastoral 
lowlands  and  the  higher  coniferous  forests;  they 
are  characteristically  hills  and  mesas  vegetated 
mostly  with  vast  stands  of  pinyon  pine  and  ju- 
niper trees,  sagebrush,  mountain  shrubs,  and 
sparse  wasteland-type  plants.  Public  lands  also  lie 
adjacent  to  the  river  canyons  of  the  Gunnison 
River  and  its  major  tributary,  the  North  Fork; 
however,  there  are  no  proposed  facilities  in  these 
canyons  so  they  are  not  described  any  further  in 
this  section. 

The  critical  points  from  which  to  view  the 
public  lands  are  the  towns  and  paved  highways  in 
the  valleys.  These  viewing  points  and  roads  are 
typically  flanked  by  the  privately-owned  pastoral 
lands,  so  that  the  near  edge  of  the  public  lands 
lies  some  distance  away  from  1  to  5  miles  in  most 
cases.  Thus,  only  general  landscape  patterns  are 
perceived,  as  most  detail  is  lost  with  such 
distances.  (See  figures  2-5  and  2-6.) 

The  public  lands  fall  into  one  of  two  types  of 
landscapes,  each  differentiated  mainly  by  land- 
form  and  vegetation:  (1)  adobe  badlands  and  (2) 
pinyon-juniper/mountain  shrub  hills  and  mesas. 
These  two  types  are  described  below. 

ADOBE  BADLANDS.  In  the  lowest  elevations 
of  the  public  lands,  lying  mostly  north  of  Mon- 
trose and  Delta  and  west  of  Hotchkiss,  are  the 
adobe  badlands.  They  have  a  sand  dune  ap- 
pearance for  the  most  part,  although  a  few  areas 
are  mesas.  Being  relatively  devoid  of  vegetation, 
they  take  their  colors  from  exposed  soils.  These 
soils  are  mostly  a  yellowish  cream  color,  but  in 
places  they  are  streaked  with  blue  and  brown.  Up 
close  the  adobes  are  bleak, like  a  moonscape; 
from  a  few  miles  away  their  forms  and  lines 
(skylines  and  erosion  patterns)  can  create  strong 
and  interesting  visual  patterns,  especially  with 
changing  light  conditons  and  snow  cover  (see 
figure  2-7).  The  areas  around  Petrie,  Negro,  and 
Doctor   mesas,    north    of   Delta,    are    outstanding 


among  these  adobes,  exhibiting  all  the  colors 
mentioned  above  and  towering  up  to  1 ,500  feet 
above  the  nearby  towns  and  highway. 

PINYON-JUNIPER/MOUNTAIN  SHRUB 

HILLS  AND  MESAS.  These  hills  and  mesas, 
mostly  the  lower  flanks  of  still  higher  mesas  and 
mountains,  appear  to  be  smooth-surfaced  and  rise 
gently  away  from  the  pastoral  lands  on  the  Un- 
compahgre Plateau  and  east  side  of  the  Gunnison 
Uplift  (see  figures  2-8  and  2-9).  The  rise  is 
steeper  along  Grand  Mesa,  the  West  Elk  Moun- 
tains, and  Cimarron  Ridge.  In  parts  of  these  latter 
areas,  the  toes  of  the  mesas  screen  the  rest  of  the 
landforms  from  view  from  the  valley  bottoms.  On 
the  northern  Uncompahgre  Plateau  and  west  side 
of  the  Gunnison  Uplift,  rock  outcrops  are  visible 
and  create  parallel  lines  with  the  pinyon-juniper. 
These  lines  reflect  the  drainage  patterns,  rugged- 
ness,  and  the  upsweep  of  the  landforms.  These 
exposed  rocks  are  generally  shades  of  tan  and 
rusty  red. 

Pinyon-juniper  and  mountain  shrubs  cover  the 
soils  and  rocks  almost  completely  and  uniformly. 
There  are  no  vegetation  patterns,  except  where 
the  vegetation  types  change  as  a  result  of  changes 
in  elevation.  There  is  little  variation  of  color, none 
in  the  pinyon-juniper,  which  is  dark  green  all  year 
long.  The  mountain  shrub  zone  does  change  with 
the  season:  light  green  and  dark  green  in  the 
spring  and  summer,  a  short  period  of  reds  and 
oranges  in  the  fall,  and  browns  and  greys  in  the 
winter.  However,  the  long  viewing  distances 
reduce  the  magnitude  of  this  variation.  Thus,  the 
vegetation  is  continuous  canopy,  and  therefore 
textures  (fine  textures)  are  dominant. 

The  significance  of  this  situation  is  that  human- 
made  openings  especially  ones  that  do  not  look 
natura^  tend  to  be  very  obvious.  Such  openings 
presently  exist  in  the  form  of  roads;  cleared  lines 
for  fences,  power  transmission,  and  pipelines;  and 
chainings  (mostly  on  the  Uncompahgre  Plateau). 
However,  the  low  angles  of  view  (the  angle  made 
by  the  line  of  sight  and  rise  of  landform)  and  the 
long  viewing  distances  tend  to  reduce  the  visibili- 
ty and  the  magnitude  of  visual  contrast  of  most  of 
these  existing  changes.  This  viewing  situation 
reduces  the  visibility  of  nearly  all  of  the  livestock 
management  facilities  which  presently  exist  on 
public  lands,  particularly  the  chainings. 

With  the  apparent  featureless  land  formations, 
constancy  of  color,  and  texture-dominant  vegeta- 
tion,  the   scenery   quality   of  the   public   lands   is 
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Figure  2-5.  Travelling  south  along  the  Uncompahgre 
River  Valley,  one's  attention  is  held  by  the  distant 
San  Juan  Mountains. 


Figure  2-6.  Mt.  Lamborn  (left)  and  Lands  End  Peak 
(right),  along  with  the  foreground  orchard  and 
ranch  lands,  hold  one's  attention  in  the  upper 
North  Fork  Valley. 
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Figure  2-7.  The  light-colored  adobe  badlands 
contrast  sharply  with  the  light  green  croplands 
and  the  dark  green  of  Grand  Mesa's  pinyon-juniper 
and  oakbrush. 
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Figure  2-8.  View  of  the  Uncompahgre  Plateau 


Figure  2-9.  Roubideau  Canyon  is  a  typical  example  of 
how  deceptively  uniform  the  Uncompahgre  Plateau  appears 
from  the  towns  and  highways  along  the  Uncompahgre  River. 
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Description  of  Environment— Existing 


Chapter  2 


mostly  minimal  (C),  with  a  few  areas  of  charac- 
teristic (B)  quality.  Outstanding  scenic  features  (A 
quality)  include  the  adobe  formations  previously 
noted;  Needle  Rock,  a  massive  800  foot  high, 
truncated  volcanic  pillar  at  the  base  of  the  West 
Elk  Mountains  near  Crawford;  and  a  portion  of 
Spring  Creek  on  the  Uncompahgre  Plateau.  The 
Dominguez  Creeks  area  on  the  northern  part  of 
the  Uncompahgre  Plateau  is  to  be  studied  for  wil- 
dland  values  (see  map  2-13  in  Recreation). 

The  sensitivity  area  is  high  (important)  for  the 
areas  that  are  visible  from  the  previously  noted 
types  of  viewing  points.  Areas  which  are  visible 
only  from  some  of  the  minor,  locally-used  or 
hunter-used  roads  have  moderate  sensitivity 
levels.  Areas  with  neither  high  nor  moderate  sen- 
sitivity levels  have  a  low  sensitivity  level. 

Visual  Resource  Management  Classes 

Visual  Resource  Management  (VRM)  classes 
have  been  established  for  the  public  lands.  The 
manner  in  which  they  were  determined  is  ex- 
plained in  appendix  8.  Each  VRM  class  describes 
a  different  degree  of  modification  allowed  in  the 
basic  elements  (form,  line,  color,  and  texture)  of 
the  landscape.  The  classes  are  therefore  the  bases 
for  determining  whether  or  not  a  modification 
would  result  in  a  visual  impact  and  if  so  what  ap- 
propriate mitigating  measures  would  be  required. 
These  classes  are  defined  in  table  2-30  and  the 
areas  they  cover  are  shown  in  a  generalized 
manner  on  map  2-12. 

The  Dominguez  Creeks  area  is  given  an  interim 
VRM  Class  II  to  protect  its  visual  resources  until 
a  wildlands  inventory  is  completed. 

Recreation 

Lying  in  the  heart  of  the  western  slope's 
recreation  land,  the  ES  area  provides  an  outlet  for 
almost  all  recreation  interests.  The  recreation 
resources  on  NRL  complement  major  regional  at- 
tractions, such  as  Curecanti  Recreation  Area  and 
the  Black  Canyon  of  the  Gunnison  National 
Monument.  These  significant  regional  attractions 
support  localized,  intensified  visitor  use,  while  the 
NRL  attract  more  diversified  activities  based  on 
dispersed  use.  Map  2-13  depicts  the  existing 
recreation  development  locations. 

A  large  portion  of  the  dispersed  use  on  NRL 
can  be  attributed  to  the  wildlife  values  within  the 
ES  area.  Hunting  and  fishing  are  important 
throughout  the  area.  User  data  for  these  values 
are  tabulated  in  tables  2-31,  2-32,  2-33,  and  2-34. 


Hunting 

Data  are  presented  for  deer  and  elk  (both  rifle 
and  archery  hunting),  bear,  and  antelope  hunting 
in  table  2-31.  (See  maps  2-8  and  2-9  for  a 
delineation  of  the  GMU  and  SGMU  reporting 
areas;  note  that  antelope  management  units  are 
different  from  those  for  other  big  game  species.) 
User  data  on  small  game,  waterfowl,  furbearers, 
and  varmints  are  summarized  in  tables  2-32  and 
2-33. 

GMU  62  ranks  as  the  state's  third  highest  unit 
in  terms  of  number  of  resident  deer  hunters 
(3,698)  and  second  in  number  of  nonresident  deer 
hunters  (2,719).  Montrose  and  Delta  counties  rank 
second  and  ninth  respectively  within  the  state 
with  regard  to  number  of  deer  hunted  per  county. 

Pheasant  hunting  attracted  the  greatest  number 
of  hunters  in  1974  for  both  Delta  and  Montrose 
counties,  followed  in  order  by  rabbit,  duck,  and 
dove  hunting.  However,  the  greatest  number  of 
hunter  days  for  both  counties  was  spent  on  rabbit 
hunting,  followed  closely  by  hunter  days  for 
pheasant  hunting. 

Hunting  for  prairie  dogs  attracted  the  largest 
number  of  varmint  hunters  in  the  two-county 
area,  followed  by  coyote  hunting.  It  is  interesting 
to  note,  however,  that  the  greatest  number  of  var- 
mint hunter  days  were  spent  on  magpie  hunting. 

Muskrat  trapping  attracted  the  most  trappers  in 
the  two-county  area,  followed  very  closely  by 
coyote,  beaver,  bobcat,  and  raccoon.  In  order, 
the  most  trapper  days  were  spent  on  coyote,  bob- 
cat, striped  skunk,  muskrat,  raccoon,  and  beaver. 

Fishing 

Fisherman  use  within  the  ES  area  was  compiled 
from  the  DOW  Fishery  Questionnaire  (1974).  See 
table  2-34. 

The  data  for  Gunnison  County  are  somewhat 
misleading  because  most  of  Gunnison  County  lies 
outside  the  ES  area  (although  it  does  affect 
recreational  use  in  the  ES  area).  Gunnison  County 
fishing  pressure  is  influenced  heavily  by  Blue 
Mesa  Reservoir.  Montrose  is  the  major  county  in 
the  ES  area,  and  the  fishing  pressure  for  Mon- 
trose is  typical  for  the  area.  Delta  County  is  par- 
tially within  the  area  but  the  major  fishing  area  on 
Grand  Mesa  is  on  USFS  land.  Gunnison  and 
Ouray  counties  contain  the  North  Fork  and  the 
upper  Uncompahgre  river  areas  respectively. 

Generally  fishing  pressure  is  very  low  in  the 
area.  A  higher  percentage  of  nonresidents  use  the 
area  than  residents. 


2-79 


TABLE  2-30 
VISUAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  CLASSES 


Class  I:  This  class  provides  primarily  for  natural  ecological 
changes  only.   It  is  applied  to  primitive  areas,  some  natural 
areas,  and  other  similar  situations  where  management  activities 
are  to  be  restricted. 

Class  II:  Changes  in  any  of  the  basic  elements  (form,  line, 
color,  or  texture)  caused  by  a  management  activity  should  not 
be  evident  in  the  characteristic  landscape. 

Class  III:  Changes  in  the  basic  elements  (form,  line,  color, 
texture)  caused  by  a  management  activity  may  be  evident 
in  the  characteristic  landscape.  However,  the  changes  should 
remain  subordinate  to  the  visual  strength  of  the  existing 
character. 

Class  IV:  Changes  may  subordinate  the  original  composition  and 
character  but  must  reflect  what  could  be  a  natural  occurrence 
within  the  characteristic  landscape. 
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Needle   Rock  Natural   Area 

Gunnison    River   Wild  &  Scenic    River   Study    Area  (interim) 

Map  2-12.      Visual  Resource  Management  Classes 
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LEGEND 


1.  Gunnison  Gorge  Recreation  Lands  (BLM) 

2.  Gunnison  River  (BLM-  NPS) 

3.  Dominguez   Creek  Area  (BLM) 

4  Dallas  Reservoir   (Proposed  Bu-Rec.) 

5.  Dominguez  Reservoir  (Proposed  Bu-Rec) 

6.  Escalante  Wildlife  Management  Area  (D.O.W.) 

7.  Billy  Creek  Wildlife  Management  Area  (D.O.W.) 

8.  Block  Canyon  of  the  Gunnison  National  Monument  (NPS.) 

9.  Cureconti   Recreation  Area  (N.PS.) 


SCALE 


Map  2-13.      Recreation  Resources  within  the  Environmental  Statement  Area 
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TABLE  2-34 
FISHING:     USER  DATA   (1974) 


User  Data 


Gunnison 


Delta        Montrose 


Ouray 


Percent  NRL 

Man-days  of  Fishing 

Percent  of  Total  State 
Use  in  the  County 

Percent  of  Total   State 
Resident  Use  in  the 
County 

Percent  of  Total   Non- 
resident Use  in  the 
County 

Relative  Rank  of  Fisher- 
man Use  Out  of  63 
Colorado  Counties 


18.00  28.00  45.00  11.00 

589,138         164,512  47,074  19,880 


7.21 


6.03 


13.70 


2nd 


2.03 


2.02 


2.03 


23rd 


0.58 


0.56 


0.67 


43rd 


0.24 


0.18 


0.55 


50th 


Note:     The  figures  indicate  total   usage  for  all   of  each  county,  not  just 
the  NRL.     No  data  are  available  for  NRL  apart  from  the  counties  as  a  whole, 
Total   fishing  pressure  in  Colorado  in  1974  was  8,127,014  man-days. 
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Chapter  2 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 

BLM  is  currently  managing  several  areas  within 
the  ES  area,  primarily  for  their  recreation  values. 

In  1972  BLM  designated  the  Gunnison  Gorge 
Recreation  Lands.  Approximately  30,000  acres  in 
size,  the  area  straddles  the  Gunnison  River 
between  the  Black  Canyon  of  the  Gunnison  Na- 
tional Monument  and  its  confluence  with  the 
North  Fork.  Offering  the  visitor  foot  or  horse  ac- 
cess to  the  river  canyon,  the  BLM  manages  the 
area  on  a  low-intensity,  dispersed-use  basis. 
Development  has  been  limited  to  trail  access  im- 
provement. 

Public  Law  93-621,  January  3,  1975,  amends  the 
Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  Act  (PL  90-542,  82  Stat 
906)  to  designate  segments  of  certain  rivers  for 
possible  inclusion  in  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic 
Rivers  system.  The  river  segments  included  are  to 
be  studied  and  reported  on  by  October  2,  1979.  A 
segment  of  the  Gunnison  River,  which  flows  the 
length  of  the  Gunnison  Gorge  Recreation  Lands, 
is  included  in  this  act  and  is  currently  undergoing 
study  for  possible  inclusion  into  the  system.  The 
entire  study  segment  runs  from  the  easternmost 
boundary  of  the  Black  Canyon  of  the  Gunnison 
National  Monument  to  the  confluence  of  the  Gun- 
nison and  North  Fork  of  the  Gunnison  rivers. 

Portions  of  the  following  units  lie  within  or  ad- 
jacent to  the  Gunnison  Gorge  Recreation  Lands 
and  its  associated  river  study  segment:  4022  Petrie 
Mesa,  4516  North  Fork,  5002  Dedication  Site, 
5003  Selig  Canal,  5008  Brush  Point,  5017  Green 
Mountain,  5020  Black  Ridge,  5022  Rabbit  Gulch, 
and  unallotted  parcel  24. 

In  1970,  BLM's  management  framework  plan 
(MFP)  recognized  primitive  values  in  the  Domin- 
guez  Creeks  area,  about  21,000  acres  of  land 
located  between  Dominguez  and  Escalante  Creeks 
and  bordered  on  the  east  by  the  Gunnison  River. 
The  Colorado  University  Wilderness  Workshop  of 
the  Colorado  Open  Space  Council  further  studied 
the  area  and  recommended  expansion  to  the 
north.  The  Grand  Junction  District  Office  of  BLM 
recently  (1976)  completed  the  unit  resource  analy- 
sis (URA)  on  their  Whitewater  planning  unit 
(immediately  north  of  the  Escalante  planning  unit 
in  the  Montrose  District).  The  URA  concurred  in 
recognizing  primitive  values  associated  with  the 
Dominguez  Creeks  area.  Allotment  4001  Domin- 
guez occupies  part  of  the  subject  area. 


Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife 

The  Escalante  Wildlife  Management  Area  is 
managed  by  DOW  and  provides  numerous  oppor- 
tunities for  local  wildlife  enthusiasts,  most 
notably  waterfowl  hunting.  No  developments 
exist. 

The  Billy  Creek  management  area  was  created 
primarily  to  provide  for  big  game  winter  range 
habitat.  The  DOW  has  constructed  gravel  road 
pull-offs  to  provide  better  access  for  visitors. 
Hunting  (in  season)  and  wildlife  viewing  and 
photography  are  the  primary  recreation  attrac- 
tions. The  local  archery  club  maintains  a  field 
range  at  Billy  Creek. 

BLM  allotments  5530  Billy  Creek  and  5532 
Burro  Ridge  lie  adjacent  to  the  Billy  Creek 
management  area.  When  this  game  management 
area  was  established,  several  acres  of  NRL  were 
taken  out  of  livestock  use. 


Agriculture 

Farming 

Commercial  farming  is  the  most  important  in- 
dustry in  the  ES  area,  contributing  a  greater 
amount  of  income  to  the  area  than  livestock 
production.  It  accounted  for  $28,870,950  of  in- 
come in  1973.  (Colorado  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture 1975) 

Table  2-35  shows  acreages  and  cash  values  of 
cultivated  crops  grown  in  the  ES  area.  Although 
hay  is  the  main  crop  grown  by  acreage  and  cash 
value,  much  of  the  value  of  the  hay  is  noncash. 
Fruit  is  the  most  important  cash  crop  in  the  ES 
area  but  is  subject  to  large  yearly  fluctuations  in 
production.  Sugar  beets,  dry  beans,  and  barley 
are  the  next  most  important  cash  crops;  however, 
most  of  the  dry  beans  are  grown  in  western  Mon- 
trose County  outside  the  ES  area.  (Colorado  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  1975) 

Crop  production  is  confined  to  the  more  level 
portions  of  the  ES  area,  which  are  generally  in 
the  valley  floors.  With  an  average  annual 
precipitation  of  8.5  inches  for  most  of  the 
cropland,  natural  snow  and  rainfall  are  inadequate 
for  dryland  farming.  Crops  grown  in  the  area  are 
irrigated  by  surface  water  from  local  runoff,  the 
Gunnison  and  Uncompahgre  rivers,  and  their 
tributaries.  The  water  is  diverted  from  streams 
(some  water  is  stored  in  reservoirs)  and  applied  to 
fields  mainly  by  gravity  flow  systems. 
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Table  2-35. — Principal  crop  acreage  and  cash  value  (1974) 

Crop  Acres  planted  Dollar  value 

Winter  wheat 1,800  321,000 

Spring  wheat 1,000  171,500 

Corn  for  grain 15,800  1,771,000 

Corn  for  silage 8,700  2,208,000 

Barley 16,500  2,215,400 

Dry  beans 4,800  2,274,400 

Sugar  beets 3,800  2,470,000 

Oats 6,200  221,500 

All  hay 65,300  6,636,600 

Other  crops1 26,930  3 10,581,550 

Total  130,830  28,870,950 

'Includes  potatoes,  onions,  other  vegetables,  and  fruit. 

2 1 969  fruit  acreage  only;  vegetable  crop  acreages  not  available. 

3Of  this  figure,  approximately  $5,061,000  (1969)  is  attributed  to  fruit 

Note:  Montrose,  Delta,  and  Ouray  counties  were  chosen  as  representing  the  ES  area. 

Livestock  Grazing 

According  to  a  1974  agricultural  census,  there 
were  an  estimated  108,900  beef  cattle  and  calves 
in  the  ES  area.  This  figure  represents  an  increase 
of  8  percent  over  the  number  in  1969  (1969 
agricultural  census).  Prior  to  that  time,  the 
number  of  beef  cattle  and  calves  in  Montrose  and 
Delta  Counties  had  remained  constant,  while  it 
had  decreased  10  percent  in  Ouray  County  (1964 
and  1969  agricultural  censuses).  (Colorado  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  1975) 

On  the  other  hand,  the  1974  data  indicate  ap- 
proximately 85,000  stock  sheep  and  lambs,  the 
lowest  number  since  such  data  were  first  col- 
lected in  1920.  These  data  document  a  continuing 
reduction  in  sheep  numbers  in  the  ES  area.  From 
1964  to  1969,  the  number  of  stock  sheep  and 
lambs  decreased  by  10  percent,  and  from  1969  to 
1974,  the  number  decreased  20  percent.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  sheep  numbers  will  continue  to 
decline  at  a  reduced  rate.  (Colorado  Department 
of  Agriculture  1975) 

Nevertheless,  the  overall  number  of  animal 
units  of  livestock  is  increasing  in  the  ES  area 
because  the  beef  cattle  inventory  has  expanded 
more  rapidly  than  the  sheep  inventory  has 
decreased.  (One  animal  unit  equals  one  cow,  one 
cow  and  calf,  or  five  sheep.)  The  1974  inventories 
indicate  a  total  of  193,900  beef  cattle  and  calves 
and  stock  sheep,  or  125,900  range  livestock 
animal  units.  Thus,  the  1974  animal  unit  inventory 
requires  1,510,800  AUMs  of  forage  and  supple- 
ments annually,  which  may  approach  the  existing 
carrying  capacity  of  the  range  resource  in  the  ES 
area.  (Colorado  Department  of  Agriculture  1975) 

Many  of  these  same  trends  apply  to  grazing  use 
on  NRL.   Many  operators  using  NRL  have  con- 
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verted  from  sheep  to  cattle  in  the  past  ten  years. 
However,  the  rate  of  increase  for  cattle  does  not 
approach  that  for  the  ES  area  as  a  whole.  Much 
of  the  accelerated  increase  in  cattle  numbers  for 
the  area  must  be  attributed  to  private  ranches 
with  no  NRL  permits. 

Moreover,  it  is  doubtful  if  NRL  are  a  major 
source  of  livestock  forage  for  the  ES  area  as  a 
whole.  In  1976  NRL  provided  some  livestock 
forage  to  146  operators,  or  about  10  percent  of 
the  range  livestock  operations  in  the  area.  BLM 
records  indicate  total  active  qualifications  to  be 
40,705  AUMs  annually,  while  1975  active  licensed 
use  (not  including  nonuse  applied  for)  was  35,369 
AUMs  and  licensed  use  (including  nonuse)  was 
39,426  AUMs  (BLM,  Range  Automated  Data 
Processing  System).  Qualifications  are  the  max- 
imum NRL  grazing  privileges  (AUMs)  attached  to 
an  operator's  private  land.  The  active  licensed  use 
indicates  the  approximate  amount  of  livestock 
forage  actually  being  used  from  NRL  in  the  area. 
Thus,  with  about  35,000  AUMs  of  forage,  NRL 
contribute  2.3  percent  of  the  ES  area's  total  an- 
nual forage  requirement.  (Table  2-36  shows 
present  active  licensed  use,  season  of  use,  and  ac- 
tive use  qualifications  in  AUMs  for  each  allot- 
ment.) 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  dependency 
on  NRL  may  be  critical  for  the  10  percent  of  the 
ES  area's  livestock  operators  who  do  use  NRL 
forage.  This  includes  many  operators  who  use 
NRL  for  short  periods  in  an  annual  rotation 
between  grazing  on  private  lands  in  the  winter 
and  NFL  in  the  summer. 

Land   Use  Planning,   Controls,   and  Con- 
straints 

Ranchers  had  free  and  unlimited  use  of  un- 
reserved, unappropriated  public  lands  until  the 
Taylor  Grazing  Act  was  enacted  in  1934.  The  pri- 
mary purpose  of  this  act  was  to  stop  injury  to  the 
public  rangelands  through  overgrazing.  In  addi- 
tion, the  act  states  that  tenure  to  public  lands  can- 
not be  acquired  through  preemptive  means  before 
the  land  is  classified  for  the  intended  purpose  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  lands  remain 
open,  however,  for  the  staking  of  mining  claims 
and  for  public  hunting,  fishing,  camping,  and 
other  outdoor  recreation. 

Congress  enacted  the  Classification  and  Multi- 
ple Use  Act  (Public  Law  88-607),  September  19, 
1964.  The  act  authorized  and  directed  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Interior  to  classify  NRL  for  disposal  or 


2-89 


TABLE  2-36 
PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE  (in  AUMs),  ACTIVE  USE  QUALIFICATION 
AND  PRESENT  SEASON  OF  USE  BY  ALLOTMENT 


[in  AUMs), 


Present  Active 

Active  Use 

AT lotment 

Licensed  Use 

Qualifications 

Present  Season 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs)  a/ 

of  Use 

4001  Dominguez* 

1,833 

4,800 

10/16-05/30 

4002  Lower  Escalante 

300 

300 

01/09-01/30 

4005  Fall  Cabin 

18 

18 

05/11-05/31 
10/16-10/31 

4006  Dry  Mesa* 

883 

876 

12/01-12/31 
05/08-05/31 
11/01-12/31 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa* 

536 

600 

05/01-05/31 
10/16-12/15 

4008  25  Mesa 

644 

644 

05/06-05/20 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

1,174 

1,173 

05/16-05/31 
10/16-11/30 

4011  Lower  Roubideau 

Canyon 

89 

35 

10/06-10/21 

4012  Canal 

831 

822 

05/15-07/31 
10/16-11/15 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

446 

432 

05/21-05/31 
10/16-11/30 

4014  Joker 

87 

87 

05/21-10/31 

4015  White  Ranch 

10 

10 

04/01-05/31 
10/16-02/28 

4016  Wells  Gulch 

2,380 

2,366 

11/15-04/30 

4017  Alkali  Flats* 

2,651 

3,061 

03/01-02/28 
10/15-10/30 

4021  Point  Creek 

0 

101 

03/15-05/20 

4022  Petrie  Mesa 

1,258 

1,263 

12/01-04/30 

4024  Dirty  George 

236 

243 

05/16-06/15 
10/16-11/15 

4025  Ward  Creek- 

Doughspoon 

441 

445 

05/01-06/15 
10/15-11/15 

4026  Escalante  Canyon 

20 

20 

01/01-02/07 

4501  Milk  Creek 

16 

16 

05/15-05/31 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux 

Creek 

443 

418 

05/19-06/15 
10/16-10/21 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

98 

98 

05/10-06/09 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

249 

250 

05/15-08/31 

4505  Juniper  Knob 

None 

4 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

64 

68 

01/11-02/10 
05/01-06/15 
06/16-09/15 

4507  Jay  Creek 

879 

1,034 

05/16-10/30 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

94 

66 

05/20-09/30 

4511  Overland 

29 

28 

06/01-06/15 
10/15-10/30 

4512  East  Roatcap 

68 

10 

06/19-10/12 

4513  Stevens  Gulch 

694 

720 

05/01-06/30 

4514  Upper  Terror  Creek 

17 

16 

09/15-10/15 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

53 

53 

06/01-10/31 

4516  North  Fork 

1,079 

1,860 

11/05-07/19 

4517  Coal  Gulch* 

484 

568 

05/01-08/05 
10/23-11/13 

4518  Pilot  Creek 

38 

33 

06/16-07/30 
10/11-11/12 

4519  Muddy  Creek 

16 

16 

05/16-06/25 

4520  Spring  Creek 

26 

26 

06/11-06/15 
10/06-10/20 

4521  Stock  Driveway 

6 

5 

06/16-07/30 
10/20-11/12 

4522  Downing 

22 

27 

05/26-06/17 
09/16-09/30 

a/  Qualifications  are  the  maximum  NRL  grazing  privileges  (AUMs)  attached  to  an  operator's 

private  land. 

*  Annual  license  includes  nonuse  applied  for  in  addition  to  use  shown. 
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TABLE  2-36 
PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE  (in  AUMs),  ACTIVE  USE  QUALIFICATION  (in  AUMs), 
AND  PRESENT  SEASON  OF  USE  BY  ALLOTMENT  (Cont.) 


Present  Active 

Active  Use 

Al lotment 

Licensed  Use 

Qualifications 

Present  Season 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs)  a/ 

of  Use 

4523  Williams  Creek 

8 

8 

05/16-07/15 

4524  Deep  Creek 

3 

4 

06/01-10/15 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

118 

117 

06/04-09/15 

4526  Crystal  Creek 

51 

50 

05/16-09/30 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

413 

575 

05/11-06/15 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

210 

244 

05/21-06/15 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

158 

159 

06/11-06/20 
10/06-10/07 

4530  McDonald  Mesa* 

100 

122 

06/01-06/20 

4531  Popp  Ranch 

8 

4 

05/15-06/14 
11/15-12/25 

4532  McDonald  Ranch* 

536 

546 

03/01-05/31 
10/01-02/28 

4535  Home  Place 

15 

15 

03/21-05/08 
10/07-10/15 

4536  West  Young's  Peak 

6 

6 

05/01-07/31 

4537  Young's  Peak 

171 

175 

05/15-07/14 
09/01-09/30 

4538  Missouri  Flats 

4 

4 

06/12-09/15 

4539  Cottonwood  Creek 

10 

10 

05/20-06/03 
09/15-09/29 

4540  North  Saddle  Peak 

31 

34 

06/01-08/31 

4541  Sunshine  Mesa 

5 

5 

05/15-09/14 

4543  South  Saddle  Peak 

13 

13 

06/16-06/20 
10/10-10/15 

4548  Creek  Bottom 

5 

5 

06/01-10/15 

4549  Dry  Creek* 

135 

183 

05/12-06/15 
10/16-10/20 

5002  Dedication  Site 

213 

44 

03/01-04/30 

5003  Selig  Canal* 

330 

554 

05/16-05/25 
10/01-10/10 
12/15-02/16 

5008  Brush  Point 

1,123 

1,153 

11/14-05/06 

5010  Dead  Horse 

171 

170 

05/11-10/25 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

305 

305 

05/05-06/30 

5012  Cedar  Point 

55 

55 

05/10-07/09 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

95 

95 

05/06-06/30 

5014  Poison  Spring 

99 

99 

05/01-06/30 

5015  Grizzly  Gulch 

349 

345 

05/11-08/12 

5016  B1 ack  Canyon 

82 

79 

05/11-06/30 

5017  Green  Mountain* 

1,647 

1,660 

05/03-11/25 

5020  Black  Ridge 

400 

400 

11/16-01/15 

5022  Rabbit  Gulch 

35 

35 

11/10-12/14 

5025  Fruitland  Mesa 

2 

2 

05/01-11/30 

5026  Star  Nelson  Airport 

11 

11 

01/02-02/28 

5027  Adobe 

24 

24 

05/01-05/30 

5028  Doug  Creek 

60 

60 

05/01-06/15 

5029  Spring  Gulch 

110 

111 

06/01-09/20 

5030  Bostwick  Park 

188 

188 

04/16-10/31 

5033  Pinyon  Springs 

132 

131 

05/16-10/31 

5036  Big  Gulch 

5 

6 

04/01-04/30 

5037  Black  Mesa 

6 

8 

07/01-07/20 

5038  Red  Canyon 

3 

2 

05/10-10/30 

5039  Onion  Valley 

17 

17 

07/01-09/05 

5040  Pine  Ridge 

14 

14 

06/01-11/15 

5041  East  Gould  Reservoir 

20 

20 

06/06-06/15 

5043  Collins 

10 

10 

05/05-06/04 

5044  Big  Pasture 

15 

15 

05/16-06/15 

5045  Black  Bullet 

3 

3 

11/01-12/18 

5046  Big  Gulch* 

0 

39 

04/16-05/23 

5047  Mesa  Creek* 

23 

55 

06/01-10/15 

Annual  license  includes  nonuse  applied  for  in  addition  to  use  shown. 
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TABLE  2-36 
PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE  (in  AUMs),  ACTIVE  USE  QUALIFICATK 
AND  PRESENT  SEASON  OF  USE  BY  ALLOTMENT  (Cont.) 


(in  AUMs] 


Present  Active 

Active  Use 

Al  lotment 

Licensed  Use 

Qualifications 

Present  Season 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs)  a/ 

of  Use 

5048  Morrow  Point 

8 

8 

05/20-06/10 

5049  Smith  Fork 

19 

19 

05/01-06/10 
11/06-11/15 

5050  Al len  Reservoir 

23 

39 

05/16-06/04 
10/15-10/22 

5502  Sandy  Wash 

707 

707 

12/01-03/16 

5503  Green 

39 

39 

05/25-06/19 

5504  Roatcap 

264 

264 

02/17-03/21 

5505  Transfer 

214 

214 

10/16-11/16 

5507  Pipeline 

1,715 

1,973 

11/11-11/26 
12/07-06/09 

5508  Government  Springs 

125 

125 

05/16-06/15 
10/16-11/15 

5509  Coal  Creek 

44 

44 

03/01-05/26 
11/10-01/25 

5510  Bald  Hills 

21 

21 

05/29-06/30 
10/11-11/09 

5511  Shavano  Mesa 

261 

260 

12/20-02/06 

5512  Franklin  Mesa* 

363 

447 

12/16-02/26 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin* 

440 

540 

12/11-02/16 

5514  East  Fork  Dry  Creek 

11 

11 

06/01-10/27 

5515  Olathe  Reservoir 

18 

17 

05/16-10/15 

5516  Piney 

557 

557 

06/01-10/31 

5517  Spring  Creek  Canyon 

52 

59 

05/31-10/15 

5518  Dave  Wood 

176 

178 

04/15-05/06 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 

665 

667 

12/01-02/15 
03/01-05/15 

5521  Highway  90 

265 

313 

04/02-06/07 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

1,022 

1,026 

05/16-06/30 
10/01-10/20 
12/08-12/28 

5523  Horsefly 

38 

37 

05/11-07/02 
09/12-10/14 

5524  Duckett  Draw 

20 

5 

03/18-05/30 
11/01-12/31 

5525  Dry  Creek 

15 

17 

03/01-05/20 
12/01-02/28 

5529  Log  Hill 

189 

189 

05/16-06/13 
10/16-10/31 

5530  Billy  Creek 

150 

150 

05/01-07/01 
08/20-09/15 

5532  Burro  Ridge 

15 

15 

05/01-06/15 

5533  Onion  Lakes 

15 

15 

10/16-11/30 

5534  Shin  Park 

251 

256 

11/30-01/16 

5535  Cedar  Creek 

6 

6 

06/01-06/30 

5536  South  Canal 

60 

57 

01/01-01/18 

5538  Rock  Ditch 

9 

9 

11/01-11/30 

5540  Dry  Gulch 

808 

797 

03/01-06/24 
12/28-02/28 

5542  Bosgal 

9 

9 

03/01-04/30 
12/01-02/28 

5543  Waugh 

30 

40 

12/16-02/28 

5544  Kelly 

2 

4 

11/01-12/15 

5545  Henshaw 

12 

12 

01/10-01/20 

5546  Waterdog  Basin 

35 

34 

03/20-10/30 

5547  Slagle  Pass 

30 

30 

07/28-09/27 

5548  Washboard  Rock 

34 

34 

05/16-09/15 

5549  High  Park 

61 

61 

07/01-09/30 

5551  Dexter  Creek 

3 

3 

06/01-06/21 

5552  Dallas 

24 

24 

09/01-10/01 

5553  Fisher  Creek 

34 

34 

05/01-05/31 

5555  Taylor  Draw 

55 

55 

05/01-05/30 

*  Annual  license  includes  nonuse  applied  for  in  addition  to  use  shown. 
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TABLE  2-36 
PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE  (in  AUMs),  ACTIVE  USE  QUALIFICATK 
AND  PRESENT  SEASON  OF  USE  BY  ALLOTMENT  (Cont.) 


'in  AUMs) 


Present 

Active 

Ad 

:ive  Use 

Al lotment 

Licensed  Use 

Quali 

ifications 

Present  Season 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs)  a/ 

of  Use 

5556  Burro  Creek 

15 

15 

03/01-05/15 
10/15-02/28 

5557  Alkali 

20 

20 

12/15-02/28 

5559  South  Fork 

12 

12 

05/01-05/31 

5560  Cookie  Tree 

57 

55 

07/20-10/04 

5561  East  Fork 

14 

14 

06/15-07/31 
10/01-10/31 

5562  Hillside 

40 

20 

06/01-09/30 

5563  Moonshine  Park 

7 

7 

07/01-09/30 

5564  Gravel  Pit 

4 

4 

10/01-12/15 

5565  Tommy  Creek 

18 

18 

05/05-06/13 
12/15-02/28 

5566  Cow  Creek 

70 

80 

06/20-07/10 

5567  Busted  Boiler 

2 

2 

08/01-09/30 

5568  Baldy 

88 

88 

06/01-09/30 

5569  Hairpin 

18 

18 

05/16-05/30 
10/01-10/10 

5570  Cedar 

315 

315 

05/01-06/30 

5572  McKenzie  Creek 

5 

5 

05/01-10/31 

5574  Tappan  Creek 

11 

12 

04/11-05/10 
11/15-11/19 

TOTALS 

35 

,369 

40 

,705 
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for  retention  for  management  under  principles  of 
multiple  use  and  to  produce  a  sustained  yield  of 
products  and  services.  (These  classification  orders 
are  on  file  in  the  Montrose  District  Office  and  are 
numbered  C-11562,  C-2285,  C-3656,  C-2286,  and 
C-2287.) 

All  "best-blocked"  NRL  in  the  ES  area  were 
classified  for  retention  under  this  act.  (Their 
descriptions  can  be  found  on  file  in  the  Montrose 
District  Office.)  This  classification  segregates  all 
of  the  involved  lands  from  appropriation  under 
the  agricultural  land  laws  (43  USC  Chapters  7  and 
9;  USC  334)  and  from  public  sale  under  Section 
2455  of  the  Revised  Statutes  (43  USC  117).  The 
lands  remain  open  to  all  other  applicable  forms  of 
appropriation,  including  the  general  mining  and 
mineral  leasing  laws. 

The  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969 
(Public  Law  91-190);  Executive  Order  11514  (35 
FR  4247)  enacted  on  March  5,  1970;  guidelines  by 
the  Council  on  Environmental  Quality  (36  FR 
1389)  of  January  28,  1971;  and  BLM  Manuals 
1791,  1792,  and  2031  provide  the  authority, 
directives,  and  guidelines  for  enhancing  and  pro- 
tecting the  quality  of  the  environment. 

Local  county  governments  have  been 
authorized  and  instructed  by  the  Colorado  general 
assembly  "to  plan  for  and  regulate  the  use  of  land 
within  their  respective  jurisdictions"  (Chapter  106 
Colorado  Revised  Statutes,  as  amended).  Of  the 
four  counties  in  which  NRL  lie,  Gunnison  and 
Montrose  have  adopted  formal  zoning  regulations. 
However,  land  use  planning  is  in  its  infant  stage 
in  the  area,  and  at  the  present  time  none  of  the 
counties  involved  has  developed  a  useful  com- 
prehensive land  use  plan. 

House  Bill  1041  provides  monies  to  counties  to 
begin  inventories  on  hazard  areas,  necessary  to 
develop  a  comprehensive  land  use  plan.  The 
Clean  Water  Act  (PL  92-500),  section  208,  con- 
cerns nonpoint  pollutions  of  streams,  and  HB 
1065  (The  Mined  Land  Reclamation  Act)  provides 
for  reclamation  of  mined  or  disturbed  areas  over 
1 ,600  square  feet. 

Various  controls  and  constraints  are  exercised 
by  other  federal,  state,  county,  and  city  govern- 
mental agencies. 

Development,  management,  use,  and  control  or 
uses  of  federal  lands  have  been  delegated  to  such 
agencies  as  BLM,  USFS,  USBR,  USGS,  NPS, 
and  USFWS.  With  certain  exceptions,  uses  and 
controls  come  under  the  discretionary  authority  of 


the  agency  head.  Controls  are  effected  through  is- 
suance or  nonissuance  of  a  variety  of  leases,  per- 
mits, licenses,  etc.  Additional  policy  guidance  will 
be  extended  in  greater  detail  through  the  Federal 
Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976  (PL  94- 
579). 

A  number  of  state  agencies  have  development 
and  administrative  authority  over  lands  owned  by 
the  state  of  Colorado.  The  principal  agencies  are 
the  State  Land  Board,  Division  of  Parks  and 
Recreation,  Department  of  Health,  Division  of 
Wildlife,  and  Department  of  Natural  Resources. 

In  summary,  no  significant  controls  or  con- 
straints, other  than  those  necessary  to  manage  the 
lands  under  the  multiple-use  concept,  burden  the 
lands  involved  in  the  proposed  action. 

Transportation  Network 

The  ES  area  is  serviced  by  all  the  conventional 
means  of  transportation.  Two  federal  highways 
cross  the  unit.  U.S.  50  runs  from  Gunnison  west 
to  Montrose,  then  north  through  Delta  and  on  to 
Grand  Junction.  U.S.  550  runs  from  Durango 
north  through  Ouray  to  Montrose,  where  it  joins 
U.S.  50  and  the  550  number  is  dropped.  Both 
highways  are  two-lane,  asphalt,  all-weather  roads. 
Part  of  U.S.  50,  north  of  Montrose  to  1  mile  from 
Olathe,  is  four-lane,  divided,  uncontrolled  access; 
a  portion  through  Delta  is  also  four-lane. 

There  are  a  number  of  surfaced,  two-lane  state 
highways  within  the  area:  Colorado  62  from 
Ridgway  over  Dallas  Divide  to  Placerville;  65 
from  northeast  of  Delta  to  Cedaredge  and  Grand 
Mesa;  90  from  Montrose  west  over  the  Uncom- 
Pahgre  Plateau  to  Naturita;  92  from  Delta  east  to 
Hotchkiss,  then  south  to  Blue  Mesa  Dam;  135 
from  Hotchkiss  east  to  Paonia,  then  north  to  Mc- 
Clure  Pass.  (Federal  and  state  highways  are 
shown  on  map  2-14.) 

There  are  numerous  county  maintained  roads  in 
the  ES  area,  most  of  which  are  located  within  the 
agricultural  areas.  Within  the  range  and  forested 
areas,  there  are  numerous  roads  and  two-track 
trails  built  primarily  for  administration. 

Continental  Trailways  buses  provide  passenger 
and  freight  service  to  all  towns  on  U.S.  Highways 
50  and  550. 

The  Denver  and  Rio  Grand  Western  Railroad 
provides  the  only  rail  freight  service  into  the  ES 
area,  with  an  approximately  65-mile  trunk  line 
from  Grand  Junction  to  Montrose  and  a  spur  line 
into  the  North  Fork  Valley. 


2-94 


-N- 


I 


0  10 

1  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i 


20 
_j 


30miles 
_i 


LE6EN0 

50^       Federal  Highways 

»o)       State  Highways 


SCALE 


Map  2-14.      Transportation  Network 


2-95 


Description  ok  Environment— Existing 


Chaptkr  2 


The  only  regularly  scheduled  air  passenger  and 
freight  service  carrier  in  the  ES  area  is  Frontier 
Airlines,  which  provides  flights  three  times  daily, 
with  service  to  Grand  Junction,  Gunnison,  and 
Denver.  A  number  of  small  fields  throughout  the 
valley  handle  private  planes. 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

The  ES  area  includes  Delta  County,  Ouray 
County,  the  eastern  half  of  Montrose  County,  and 
a  small  part  of  western  Gunnison  County  (see 
map  2-15).  With  counties  being  the  primary  sub- 
state  geopolitical  entity  for  which  socio-economic 
data  are  reported,  the  analysis  of  socio-economic 
conditions  in  this  and  subsequent  chapters  in- 
cludes Delta,  Montrose,  and  Ouray  counties.  It  is 
recognized  that  socio-economic  data  in  western 
Montrose  County  may  not  exactly  offset  or  match 
data  not  specifically  included  for  the  North  Fork 
area  in  Gunnison  County.  However,  the  data  or 
indicators  for  the  three  counties  noted  above  are 
believed  to  depict  accurately  the  socio-economic 
conditions  in  the  ES  area. 

Population 

The  three-county  ES  area  includes  about  3.79 
percent  of  Colorado's  area  and  has  a  declining 
portion  of  the  state's  population.  Between  1960 
and  1970,  the  population  declined  by  0.82  percent 
to  35,198,  which  was  1.59  percent  of  the  state 
total.  Since  1970  the  population  decline  has  been 
reversed,  with  an  estimated  1975  population  of 
37,289,  representing  an  increase  of  5.94  percent. 
Still  the  proportion  of  the  state  total  has  dropped 
to  1 .39  percent. 

Population  density  for  Delta,  Montrose,  and 
Ouray  counties  was  13.2,  8.2,  and  2.9  persons  per 
square  mile  respectively  in  1970.  Although  almost 
75  percent  of  the  population  is  considered  rural, 
most  of  the  people  actually  live  in  or  near  small 
towns.  Data  on  racial/ethnic  composition  indicate 
that  over  98  percent  of  the  population  is  white, 
with  Spanish-Americans  composing  about  1 1  per- 
cent of  the  total  population. 

The  region's  scenic,  recreational,  and  other 
qualities  have  made  it  attractive  to  retired  and 
semi-retired  people.  The  over-65  population 
ranges  as  high  as  18  percent  in  Delta  County,  10 
percent  in  Montrose  County,  and  I  1  percent  in 
Ouray  County,  in  comparison  with  the  state 
average  of  8  percent  of  the  total  population. 


The  attractiveness  of  the  region  as  a  place  to 
live,  combined  with  anticipated  growth  in  the 
minerals  and  manufacturing  sectors,  suggests  that 
population  levels  will  continue  to  increase.  The 
"high"  population  projection  of  38,371  people  by 
1980  appears  to  be  more  of  a  probability  than  a 
possibility. 

Table  2-37  summarizes  population,  social,  and 
economic  characteristics  for  the  three  counties 
noted  above  and  for  Colorado  Planning  and 
Management  Region  10,  of  which  they  are  a  part. 
It  also  contains  comparable  data  for  Colorado. 

Income 

As  the  data  in  table  2-37  indicate,  income  levels 
in  the  three  counties  and  in  Region  10  have  risen 
over  the  past  years  but  are  still  below  statewide 
levels.  The  1974  Region  10  per  capita  income  of 
$3,951  is  only  72  percent  of  the  comparable  state 
income  of  $5,514.  Estimates  of  1974  income  in- 
dicate that,  in  Region  10,  10.5  percent  of  families 
had  incomes  under  $3,000  and  41.4  percent  had 
incomes  over  $10,000.  Comparable  state  estimates 
are  6.6  percent  and  63  percent  respectively. 

Other  information,  such  as  the  number  of  fami- 
lies below  the  poverty  level  in  1970  and  the  popu- 
lation on  welfare,  documents  existing  income 
disparities.  Other  data  from  the  1970  census  in- 
dicate that  about  10  percent  of  year-round  hous- 
ing units  lack  all  plumbing  facilities  in  comparison 
with  5  percent  statewide.  Thus,  although  the  ES 
area  has  experienced  some  economic  growth  and 
income  levels  have  risen,  there  is  still  a  significant 
income  disparity  when  compared  with  statewide 
averages. 

Range   Livestock-Related  Income 

In  1970  livestock-related  agricultural  earnings 
totaled  $6,285,000  or  7.29  percent  of  total  earnings 
in  Region  10.  These  earnings  divided  by  the  total 
required  AUMs  (2,166,437)  of  livestock-related 
forage  for  Region  10  indicate  that  each  AUM  of 
livestock  feed  yielded  a  direct  income  of  $2.90. 
Multiplying  this  direct  income  effect  by  the  Re- 
gion 10  industry  income  multiplier  of  1.487 
produces  a  total  income  effect  of  $4.31  per  AUM. 

In  the  three-county  ES  region,  an  estimated 
1,466,400  AUMs  of  feed  were  required  for  range 
livestock  (cattle  and  sheep,  excluding  dairy  cattle, 
etc.)  in  1969,  yielding  a  direct  income  of 
$4,252,560  and  a  total  income  of  $6,323,527.  By 
1974,  the  total  number  of  range  livestock-related 
AUMs  had  increased  by  3.03  percent  to  1,510,800, 
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TABLE  2-37 
SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION,   SOCIAL,  AND  ECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS 


or 

County  or 

Area 

Indicat 

Delta 

Montrose 

Ouray 

Reqion  10 

Colorado 

1970  Population 

15,286 

18,366 

1,546 

44,927 

2,207,259 

1975  Estimate 

16,975 

18,478 

1,836 

48,400 

2,678,664 

1970-75  %  Change 

+11 

+1 

+19 

+8 

+21 

Projection  for  1980 

High 

17,500 

18,780 

2,091 

50,600 

2,812,433 

Low 

16,785 

18,008 

2,005 

48,523 

2,661,344 

Projection  for  2000 

High 

24,233 

23,656 

3,239 

68,901 

4,243,491 

Low 

18,859 

18,404 

2,520 

53,614 

3,000,320  a/ 

Projection  for  2006  b/ 

High 

26,127 

24,779 

3,577 

73,554 

4,654,668 

Low 

19,524 

18,432 

2,714 

55,116 

3,160,794 

1970-2006  %  Increase 

High 

71 

35 

131 

64 

111 

Low 

28 

0.0036 

76 

23 

43 

64.6 
29.1 
12.6 
6.1 

100.0 
31.2 
6.8 
2.6 

67.1 
29.5 
12.5 
6.7 

21.5 
26.2 
9.4 

4.9 

97.7 
12.0 
1.6 

99.7 

7.2 

0.1 

98.2 

9.9 

1.1 

95.7 
13.0 
0.4 

12.1 

12.2 

- 

12.4 

8,229 
7,875 
4.3 

870 
849 
2.4 

19,916 
19,079 
4.2 

1,139.4  (thous) 
1,096.0  (thous) 
3.8 

1970  Population 

Density  (Persons/square  mile)  13.2  2.4  8.2  5.0  21.0 

Rural   Population  (Persons  living 
in  places  of  less  than  2,500 

people)    (%)  75.8 

Median  age  39.6 

Population  on  Welfare  (%)  17.6 

Receiving  Food  Stamps  {%)  10.1 
Ethnic/Racial   Data  by  Major  Group  {%) 

Total   White  98.9 

Spanish  11.2 

American  Indian  0.2 
Education  -  Median  Grade  Completed 

for  Persons  25  years  or  older  11.9 
Employment  1974  (est) 

Total   Labor  Force  5,991 

Number  Employed  5,737 

Unemployed  {%)  4.2 

Income 

1970  Median  Family  Income  $5,943  7,362  7,245  -  9,555 

1974  Median  Family  Income  (est)  $7,550  9,350  9,200  8,690  12,330 

1974  Total   Personal    Income  $62,483,000  84,422,000  8,440,000     194,017,000  13,765,574,000 

Per  Capita  Personal    Income  $3,813  4,308  4,876  3,951  5,514 

Percent  of  Families  With: 

Less  than  $3,000  Income  14.2  9.7  8.0  10.5  6.6 

$10,000  or  more  34.5  45.8  43.1  41.4  63.0 
Families  Below  Poverty 

Level    (1970)    (%)  19.4  15.5  11.4  15.9  9.1 

Source:  Colorado  Department  of  Health,  Records  and  Statistics  Section,  "Demographic  Profile, 

Colorado  Planning  and  Management  District  10,"  March  1975. 

Colorado  State  Department  of  Local  Affairs,  Planning  Division,  "Colorado  Population  Projections 

1970-2000,  April  1976." 

U.S.  Dept.  of  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  "Socio  Economic  Data  -  Income,  1973." 

Bureau  of  Land  Management  (Colorado),  A  Social-Economic  Profile  of  the  Black  Canyon  Region. 

U.S.  Department  of  Commerce  -  Regional  Economics  Information  System,  Bureau  of  Economic 

Analysis,  "Personal  Income  by  Major  Source  1970-74." 

a/  This  datum  is  not  accurate  due  to  document  damage;  it  reads  3, ...,320.  Since  it  cannot 

be  corrected  from  the  original  source,  it  is  listed  as  3,000,320  for  calculation  purposes. 

b/  These  data  were  obtained  by  prorating  above  population  data. 
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yielding  a  direct  income  of  $4,381,320  with  a  total 
(direct  plus  indirect  or  secondary  effects)  income 
effect  of  range  livestock-related  income  equalling 
4.19  percent  of  1974  total  personal  income. 

Though  some  revision  may  be  appropriate,  the 
estimate  described  above  is  believed  to  be  rela- 
tively reliable.  While  livestock  prices  and  produc- 
tion costs  have  both  changed  since  1969-70,  no 
recent  data  are  available  to  update  the  estimated 
income  per  AUM.  If  costs  and  prices  both 
changed  similarly,  the  income  figure  would  not  be 
altered.  Livestock-related  costs  and  prices  may 
not  necessarily  move  similarly  during  short, 
seasonal  market  fluctuations;  however,  according 
to  data  prepared  by  the  Water  Resource  Council 
for  the  Economic  Research  Service  (U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture),  cost-price  movements  (with 
respect  to  both  direction  and  magnitude)  may 
very  well  be  similar  over  longer  periods  of  time, 
such  as  1970  to  1975. 

In  1974,  BLM  provided  about  35,000  AUMs, 
which  accounted  for  2.317  percent  of  the  total. 
This  provision  resulted  in  direct  income  of 
$101,500  and  total  personal  income  of  $150,930 
for  the  three  county  ES  region. 

Construction-Related  Income 

Since  implementation  of  the  proposed  action 
would  require  some  construction  affecting  the  re- 
gional construction  industry,  it  should  be  noted 
that  1974  contract  construction-related  personal 
income  for  the  ES  region  totaled  $8,503,000  (U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  Economic 
Analysis  1970-1974).  This  was  5.474  percent  of 
total  personal  income.  With  an  estimated  income 
multiplier  effect  of  1.119,  the  1974  total  direct  and 
indirect  income  generated  by  contract  construc- 
tion was  estimated  to  be  $9,514,857. 

Recreation-Related  Income 

Income  resulting  from  recreation-related  activi- 
ties is  generally  included  in  other  categories, 
primarily  wholesale  and  retail  trade  and  service. 
Tourism  and  recreation  are  important  in  the  local 
economy  even  though  existing  data  resources  do 
not  disclose  the  extent  of  their  significance.  The 
ES  area  provides  a  wide  array  of  recreational  op- 
portunities including  rodeos,  cultural  activities, 
hunting,  fishing,  and  other  outdoor  recreational 
activities. 

The  economic  impacts  of  all  recreational  activi- 
ties are  not  currently  known.  However,  a  recent 
study  by  Colorado  State  University  estimates  that 


total  1973  expenditures  by  sportsmen  in  Region  10 
was  $39,698,818  (Ross,  Blood,  and  Nobe  1975).  It 
is  likely  that  only  about  20  percent  of  these  ex- 
penditures resulted  in  income  to  Region  10  re- 
sidents. Yet,  this  $7,939,764  amounts  to  about  4 
percent  of  total  Region  10  income.  Since  the 
Colorado  State  University  study  focused  only  on 
hunting  and  fishing  activities  and  did  not  include 
all  recreation  and  tourism  related-income,  the  real 
income  effect  of  recreation  is  much  larger.  With 
data  available  only  at  the  state  planning  and 
management  region  levels,  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine what  proportion  of  the  income  was  captured 
by  the  ES  counties. 

It  is  possible  that  recreation-related  income  is 
captured  generally  in  proportion  with  total  per- 
sonal income.  Perhaps  $6.35  million  of  the  three- 
county  income  can  be  attributed  to  hunting  and 
fishing-related  recreation.  Additional  income  from 
general  recreational  activities  would  add  to  this 
amount. 

Government-Related  Income 

The  1974  personal  income  in  the  ES  area  result- 
ing from  total  government  employment  (federal, 
state,  local)  was  $21,810,000.  This  equaled  14  per- 
cent of  total  personal  income  for  the  area.  Federal 
government  employment  accounted  for  $7,613,000 
of  the  total  and,  with  an  estimated  income  mul- 
tiplier effect  of  1.692,  resulted  in  direct  and  in- 
direct income  of  $12,881,196.  This  income,  added 
to  income  from  state  and  local  government  em- 
ployment which  has  an  estimated  income  multipli- 
er effect  of  1.000  for  the  ES  region,  resulted  in  a 
total  impact  on  personal  income  estimated  to  be 
$27,078,196. 

Employment 

Total  employment  in  the  ES  area  counties  in- 
creased from  11,723  in  1970  to  an  estimated 
14,461  in  1974.  The  unemployment  rate  dropped 
from  6.29  percent  in  1970  to  4.17  percent  in  1974. 
In  1970  the  percent  employed  by  sector  was 
agriculture,  18  percent;  mining,  7  percent;  con- 
struction, 7.5  percent;  wholesale  trade,  2  percent; 
retail  trade,  17.5  percent;  services,  14  percent; 
finance,  insurance,  and  real  estate,  3.5  percent; 
and  public  administration  and  education  12.5  per- 
cent. Figure  2-10  shows  the  1973  percentages  of 
employment  by  sector  for  Region  10. 

Since  the  1970  census,  a  recession  and  sub- 
sequent economic  expansion  have  further  in- 
creased   total    employment,    with    manufacturing, 
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FIGURE  2-10    Chart  of  1973   civilian  workforce  in  Region  10  (Colorado  Division  of 
Commerce  &  Development  1975). 
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mining,  trade  (primarily  retail),  and  services 
becoming  relatively  more  significant.  Total 
governmental  employment  (including  education, 
state  and  local  public  administration,  and  employ- 
ment by  federal  agencies  with  local  or  regional  of- 
fices) has  expanded  and  is  estimated  to  account 
for  about  20  percent  of  total  employment. 

Scenic  and  recreational  attractions  of  the  area, 
its  attractiveness  as  a  place  to  live,  and  expansion 
of  the  mining  and  manufacturing  sectors  suggest 
that  employment  will  continue  to  increase.  As 
noted  earlier,  these  increases  in  basic  employment 
will  add  to  population  levels,  thus  generating  ex- 
pansion of  the  service  sectors.  Agricultural  em- 
ployment is  expected  to  decrease,  both  directly 
and  relatively  to  other  sectors,  as  land  and  water 
are  converted  from  agricultural  to  residential  and 
business/industrial  uses. 

Social  Well-Being 

While  the  economic  climate  of  the  area  has 
been  improving,  population  loss  has  been 
reversed,  and  unemployment  has  been  reduced 
below  national  levels,  the  percentage  of  families 
in  each  of  the  three  counties  receiving  less  than 
$3,000  income  exceeds  statewide  levels  signifi- 
cantly, as  indicated  in  table  2-35.  On  the  other 
end  of  the  scale,  the  number  of  families  with  in- 
comes of  $10,000  or  more  is  significantly  lower 
than  for  the  state. 

Education,  housing,  poverty,  welfare,  and  in- 
come data  as  shown  in  table  2-37  confirm  that  a 
disparity  exists  in  spite  of  recent  improvements. 
While  the  disparity  is  not  as  great  as  in  some 
other  counties  or  regions  of  the  state,  it  is  indeed 
real.  The  most  vivid  indicator  is  that  the  area's 
per  capita  personal  income  was  only  72  percent  of 
the  state  average  in  1974. 

Some  of  these  differences  may  be  explained  by 
acknowledging  the  presence  of  retired  and  semi- 
retired  people  who  are  likely  to  be  living  on  in- 
comes that  do  not  expand  with  either  inflation  or 
the  economic  health  of  an  area.  Yet  this  does  not 
account  for  all  of  the  disparity,  which  means  that 
a  significant  segment  of  the  area's  residents  are 
living  at  subsistence  levels.  A  need  to  incorporate 
these  individuals  and  families  into  the  economic- 
fabric  of  the  region  is  apparent.  Even  though  the 
living  environment  is  widely  acknowledged  as 
highly  desirable,  the  majestic  scenery  and  recrea- 
tional opportunities  are  not  total  substitutes  for 
employment,  income,  or  food. 


Public  Finance  and  Tax  Base 

The  combined  assessed  valuation  for  the  three 
ES  counties  in  1975  was  $86,608,980,  which 
resulted  in  a  per  capita  assessed  valuation  of 
$2,322.64,  considerably  lower  than  the  per  capita 
assessed  valuation  of  $3,149.31  for  Colorado. 
Thus,  the  ES  counties  have  a  smaller  tax  base 
(per  capita)  for  generation  of  needed  or  desired 
revenue.  (Colorado  Department  of  Local  Affairs 
1975) 

The  1975  Total  Average  County  Levy  for  Mon- 
trose and  Ouray  counties  of  82.89  and  81.23  mills 
respectively  was  slightly  below  that  of  83.43  mills 
for  the  state.  Delta  County  was  significantly  lower 
with  65.82  mills.  (Colorado  Department  of  Local 
Affairs  1975) 

Total  tax  revenue  for  the  three  ES  counties 
combined  was  $6,534,707  or  $175.24  per  capita. 
This  was  much  lower  than  the  Colorado  per 
capita  revenue  of  $262.75.  (Colorado  Department 
of  Local  Affairs  1975) 

Socio-Cultural  Attitudes 

The  people  living  within  the  three  county  ES 
area  can  be  characterized  as  "rural-western." 
Most  of  the  predominant  values  and  attitudes  can 
be  traced  back  to  the  days  of  mining  discoveries 
and  development,  when  ranchers  and  early  far- 
mers were  still  trying  to  settle  and  gain  control  of 
a  scenic  but  difficult  environment. 

Thus,  many  residents  retain  much  of  the  lais- 
sez-faire work  ethic  that  was  dominant  in  those 
early  times.  Public  input  at  a  number  of  BLM 
planning  meetings  indicates  the  existence  of  such 
"leave  us  alone"  attitudes.  For  example,  in  1974 
residents  of  Delta  County  rejected  a  referendum 
on  county-wide  zoning.  Many  felt  that  any  con- 
trols on  property-use  rights  are  an  unwarranted 
and  unconstitutional  interference  with  the  owner's 
right  to  use  that  property.  These  meetings  have 
indicated  a  strong  support  for  continued  economic 
growth  and  for  local  control  of  private  and  public 
lands  resources.  On  the  other  hand,  a  strong 
desire  for  "controlled"  or  manageable  growth  has 
been  voiced. 

Other  proposals  and  meetings  have  indicated  a 
local  opposition  to  special  designation  of  public 
lands  for  protection  of  wild,  scenic,  or  unique  en- 
vironmental values.  At  almost  every  meeting,  a 
multiple-use  philosophy  for  management  of  public 
resources  has  been  voiced.  While  a  local  minority 
is  concerned  about  environmental  issues,  such  as 
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the  protection  or  preservation  of  the  region's  out- 
standing natural  and  environmental  values, 
another  minority  occasionally  expresses  resent- 
ment against  "unwanted"  tourists  or  the  nonlocal 
users  of  public  resources. 

In  summary,  the  residents  can  generally  be 
described  as  conservative  in  their  socio-political 
attitudes,  placing  a  high  value  on  an  attachment  to 
the  land  and  its  traditional  uses. 

With  respect  to  livestock  operators  specifically, 
most  support  the  multiple-use  management 
philosophy.  They  believe  strongly  in  the  social 
and  economic  importance  of  their  vocations  and 
feel  that  continued  livestock  grazing  on  public 
lands  is  both  desirable  and  needed  to  supply  food 
to  regional  and  national  markets  as  well  as  to 
maintain  the  economic  base  of  the  area.  Most  are 
also  in  favor  of  the  installation  of  range  improve- 
ments (water  developments,  fencing,  etc.)  that 
would  facilitate  domestic  grazing  use. 

Most  livestock  operators  also  readily 
acknowledge  the  importance  of  soil  and 
watershed  conservation  practices,  as  well  as  some 
management  systems  that  would  preserve  and 
protect  the  range  resource.  Imposition  of  restric- 
tive management  practices  by  federal  employees, 
however,  especially  when  they  interfere  with 
established  patterns,  are  viewed  as  unnecessary 
intrusions  on  operator  prerogatives  and  as 
definitely  inconsistent  with  local  control  or  deci- 
sion making. 

FUTURE  ENVIRONMENT  WITHOUT 
THE  PROPOSAL 

The  following  sections  describe  the  possible  fu- 
ture environment  of  the  ES  area  at  the  end  of  28 
years  (2006)  if  the  action  proposed  in  chapter  1  is 
not  implemented.  (The  time  scale  is  equivalent  to 
the  eight  years  of  implementation  plus  twenty 
years  to  achieve  objectives  established  for 
proposed  action.)  They  deal  only  with  the 
resources  or  land  uses  described  in  the  preceding 
sections  of  chapter  2  which  are  expected  to 
change  in  the  future.  It  is  assumed  that  the  eight 
existing  AMPs  would  be  continued  (4007  Sawmill 
Mesa,  4012  Canal,  4013  Ben  Lowe,  4503  Stingley 
Gulch,  4528  Oak  Ridge,  4537  Young's  Peak,  5516 
Piney,  and  5521  Highway  90)  and  that  twelve  new 
AMPs  would  be  implemented  by  2006  (4006  Dry 
Mesa,  4008  25  Mesa,  4502  Surface  to  Leroux, 
4529  Reynolds  Creek,  4530  McDonald  Mesa,  4549 
Dry    Creek,    5017    Green    Mountain,    5020    Black 


Ridge,  5507  Pipeline,  5508  Government  Springs, 
5520  Lower  Horsefly,  5522  Beaver  Hill).  This  as- 
sumption is  based  on  present  personnel  and  fund- 
ing available  to  the  Uncompahgre  Basin  Resource 
Area. 

Topography  and  Geology 

No  changes  in  the  topography  or  geology  of  the 
ES  area  are  expected  by  2006.  Any  future 
development  of  the  energy  minerals  program  will 
not  involve  surface  mining. 

Climate 

No  change  in  the  climate  of  the  ES  area  is  ex- 
pected by  2006. 

Air  Quality 

No  change  in  the  air  quality  of  the  ES  area  is 
expected  by  2006.  No  surface  mining  is  an- 
ticipated. 

Soils 

It  is  expected  that  the  future  condition  of  the 
watersheds  in  the  ES  area  will  not  be  changed 
drastically  from  the  present  situation.  Any 
changes  that  do  occur  should  in  most  instances 
have  a  beneficial  effect. 

Implementation  of  management  plans,  such  as 
AMPs,  habitat  management  plans,  and  watershed 
plans,  will  improve  the  condition  of  the  present 
environment  (see  table  2-38  under  Vegetation 
below).  Availability  of  funds  will  determine  the 
rate  at  which  implementation  will  take  place, 
thereby  governing  the  effects  of  such  plans  on  the 
present  environment.  Laws,  such  as  the  Federal 
Water  Pollution  Control  Act,  will  probably  also 
help  improve  the  watershed  condition. 

Water  Resources 

Under  the  present  grazing  system,  no  improve- 
ment in  watershed  condition  is  anticipated  by  the 
year  2006.  There  may  be  increases  or  decreases  in 
runoff  with  increases  or  decreases  in  annual 
precipitation.  However,  these  runoff  changes  do 
not  depend  entirely  on  the  grazing  system;  they 
depend  on  cyclic  variations  in  the  climate  and  as- 
sociated changes  in  watershed  conditions  and 
storm  characteristics.  Similar  changes  in  the  soil 
water  regime  may  occur  due  to  variations  in  the 
mean  annual  temperature. 

Because  there  will  probably  be  very  little 
change      in      watershed      conditions      for      those 
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watersheds  in  which  AMPs  are  not  implemented, 
changes  in  sediment  yield  should  be  negligible  and 
water  quality  changes  will  probably  be  insignifi- 
cant. However,  trends  in  hydrologic  condition  of 
BLM  rangeland  have  not  been  established  in 
Colorado.  Without  a  hydrologic  data  base,  pre- 
dicted changes  in  watershed  condition  are  only 
speculative. 

Vegetation 

Continued  development  of  private  grazing  lands 
for  residential  and  industrial  uses  will  increase 
forage  demands  on  NRL  and  private  grazing 
lands.  Wildlife  dependence  on  browse  species  on 
NRL  will  continue  to  increase  in  direct  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  acreage  developed  for  other 
uses.  However,  although  demands  for  NRL 
vegetation  will  increase,  the  amount  of  vegetation 
will  decrease  by  approximately  2  percent.  (Refer 
to  table  2-38.) 

Energy  mineral  exploration  and  developments 
are  expected  to  increase  drastically  in  the  North 
Fork  Valley;  with  this  increased  mineral  activity 
will  come  increased  surface  disturbance.  Con- 
sidering present  BLM  guidelines,  this  disturbance 
will  cause  a  change  in  species  composition 
together  with  a  minute  (less  than  0.1  percent) 
decrease  in  amount  of  forage. 

Overall  range  condition  is  a  product  of  existing 
trends  and  is  expected  to  remain  unchanged  on 
the  areas  not  already  included  in  grazing  systems. 
Table  2-38  indicates  expected  vegetative  produc- 
tion (in  AUMs),  vegetative  density,  and  percent 
composition  of  key  species  by  allotment  if  the 
proposed  action  is  not  implemented. 

Threatened  or  Endangered  Species 

A  list  of  threatened  or  endangered  species  in 
the  ES  area  is  being  prepared  (see  vegetation  sec- 
tion earlier  in  this  chapter).  Further  studies  may 
result  in  identification  and  location  of  additional 
plant  species.  Increased  interest  would  increase 
the  possibility  of  discovering  additional  species. 

Wildlife 

Terrestrial 

Population  trends  for  the  terrestrial  wildlife  in 
the  ES  area  are  not  expected  to  be  significantly 
different  in  2006.  Browse  condition  is  not  ex- 
pected to  change  from  its  present  status  (a  con- 
clusion reached  in  cooperation  with  the  DOW). 
According  to  observations  by  WCOs,  BLM  biolo- 


gists, and  DOW  biologists,  browse  condition  has 
not  improved  in  the  ES  area  in  the  past  twenty 
years.  In  addition,  the  type  of  management  in  the 
future  is  not  expected  to  be  different  from  the 
management  which  resulted  in  the  past  and 
present  browse  condition.  Therefore,  wildlife 
population  numbers  are  not  expected  to  differ 
without  the  proposed  action  from  what  they  are  at 
the  present  time. 

It  is  expected  that  the  projected  implementation 
of  twenty  AMPs  would  alleviate  significant 
livestock-wildlife  competition  on  areas  where 
competition  now  occurs.  The  AMPs  would  result 
in  improved  range  condition  and  increased  big 
game  forage.  Nevertheless,  losses  of  habitat  due 
to  human  pressure  would  offset  any  wildlife 
population  gains  on  NRL  and  would,  at  best, 
result  in  similar  populations.  Human  populations, 
with  their  economic  and  recreational  pursuits,  will 
undoubtedly  have  a  negative  effect  on  wildlife 
populations  in  the  future. 

Mule  deer,  elk,  and  antelope  are  generally 
tolerant  of  humans.  However,  their  populations 
would  continue  to  decline  in  the  future  because  of 
loss  of  habitat,  especially  as  a  result  of  subdivi- 
sions and  human  harassment.  The  most  crucial 
forms  of  harassment  occur  during  periods  of 
stress,  e.g.,  snowmobiling  on  winter  ranges  or 
disturbing  fawning  or  calving  ranges  by  off-road 
vehicles,  hikers,  and  campers.  Populations  of 
other  tolerant  animals  would  also  decline  an  unk- 
nown amount  for  similar  reasons. 

Other  animals  less  tolerant  of  human 
disturbance  face  even  greater  odds  against  main- 
tenance of  productive  populations.  These  animals 
include  mountain  lions,  black  bear,  golden  eagles, 
prairie  falcons,  and  hypothetical  populations  of 
the  endangered  peregrine  falcon  and  black-footed 
ferret.  Large  predatory  animals,  such  as  mountain 
lions  and  black  bears,  and  raptors,  such  as  golden 
eagles  and  prairie  falcons,  would  probably  con- 
tinue to  inhabit  the  area,  but  they  would  also  con- 
tinually seek  more  remote  areas  and  their  num- 
bers would  decrease.  Endangered  species,  such  as 
the  black-footed  ferret  (if  present),  would  also 
continue  to  decline  and  could  eventually  disap- 
pear in  spite  of  efforts  to  preserve  them. 

Aquatic  and  Riparian 

The  condition  of  small  stream  aquatic  habitats 
directly  parallels  the  condition  of  riparian  vegeta- 
tion. Changes  in  riparian  vegetation  reflect 
directly  on  changes  in  aquatic  habitat. 
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LIST  OF  KEY  VEGETATIVE  SPECIES 
AND  SCIENTIFIC  ABBREVIATIONS 


Species 

Abbreviation 

Species  Name 

Common  Name 

GRASSES 

Agin 

Agropyron  intermedium 

Intermediate  wheatgrass 

Agcr 

Agropyron  cristatum 

Crested  wheatgrass 

Agsm 

Agropyron  smithii 

Western  wheatgrass 

Agtr 

Agropyron  trachycaulum 

Slender  wheatgrass 

Bogr 

Bouteloua  gracilis 

Blue  grama 

Brin 

Bromus  inermis 

Smooth  brome 

Feid 

Festuca  idahoensis 

Idaho  fescue 

Feth 

Festuca  thurberi 

Thurber  fescue 

Hi  ja 

Hi  1  aria  jamesii 

Galleta  grass 

Kocr 

Koeleria  cristata 

Junegrass 

Orhy 

Oryzopsis  hymenoides 

Indian  ricegrass 

Popr 

Poa  pratensis 

Kentucky  bluegrass 

Pose 

Poa  secunda 

Sandberg  bluegrass 

Sihy 

Sitanion  hystrix 

Bottlebrush  squirreltail 

Spcr 

Sporobolus  cryptandrus 

Sand  dropseed 

Stco 

Stipa  comata 

Needle-and-thread 

Stvi 

Stipa  viridula 

Green  needlegrass 

FORBS 

Basa 

Balsamorhiza  sagittata 

Arrowleaf  balsamroot 

Viam 

Vicia  americana 

American  vetch 

SHRUBS 

Amal 

Amelanchier  alni folia 

Common  serviceberry 

Arno 

Artemisia  nova 

Black  sagebrush 

Artr 

Artemisia  tridentata 

Big  sagebrush 

Atca 

Atriplex  canescens 

Fourwing  saltbush 

Atco 

Atriplex  conferti folia 

Shadscale 

Atcr 

Atriplex  corrugata 

Mat  saltbush 

Atnu 

Atriplex  nuttalli 

Nuttall  saltbush 

Cemo 

Cercocarpus  montanus 

Mountain  mahogany 

Epvi 

Ephedra  viridis 

Mormon  tea 

Pera 

Peraphyllum 

ramosissimum 

Squaw  apple 

Putr 

Purshia  tridentata 

Bitterbrush 

Syor 

Symphoricarpos 

oreophilus 

Mountain  snowberry 
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Continuing  the  present  grazing  use  would  not 
allow  the  recovery  of  riparian  or  aquatic  habitats 
that  are  presently  in  less  than  good  condition. 
Habitats  in  fair  or  poor  condition  would  continue 
to  decline.  According  to  past  rates  of  degradation, 
a  15  to  20  percent  reduction  from  present  condi- 
tions of  these  habitats  might  be  expected  during 
the  next  28  years.  Those  habitats  in  good  or  ex- 
cellent condition  have  been  able  to  withstand 
present  use  rates  and  thus  would  continue  to  do 
so.  They  would  remain  in  approximately  their 
present  state.  (See  table  2-39  for  predicted  future 
condition  by  stream  and  allotments.) 

AMPs  would  be  implemented  either  very  slowly 
or  not  at  all  and  provisions  for  decreasing  sedi- 
ment yield,  removing  grazing,  or  improving  ripari- 
an and  aquatic  habitats  incorporated  into  the 
AMPs  would  become  much  less  effective. 

The  future  aquatic  and  riparian  habitats  of  the 
area  without  the  proposed  action  would  have 
118.7  miles  unchanged,  6.4  miles  going  from  poor 
to  nonexistent,  18.5  miles  going  from  fair  to  poor, 
17.2  miles  going  from  good  to  fair  and  20  miles 
going  from  excellent  to  good.  This  shows  a  net 
overall  decline  for  44.1  miles. 

With  the  operation  of  Crystal  Dam,  the  water 
temperature  of  the  Gunnison  River  above  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Uncompahgre  River  will  be 
lowered,  and  suitable  trout  habitat  will  be  shifted 
downstream  as  far  as  Delta.  Because  of  lowered 
water  temperature,  this  habitat  will  become  un- 
suitable for  the  endangered  fish  discussed  under 
Aquatic  and  Riparian  in  the  present  environment 
section  of  this  chapter. 

The  future  aquatic  environment  of  the  Uncom- 
pahgre River  will  be  altered  by  the  USBR  Dallas 
Creek  Project.  About  4.6  miles  of  poor  stream 
fishery  in  the  Uncompahgre  River  will  be  inun- 
dated by  the  Ridgway  Reservoir.  In  about  12 
miles  of  river  below  the  reservoir  the  aquatic 
habitat  will  be  improved  by  moderation  of  water 
fluctuations  and  water  temperatures.  Aquatic 
productivity  is  adequate  and  should  increase  with 
improved  water  quality  and  lowered  sediment 
load.  The  fishery  in  the  river  will  improve,  and 
the  USFWS  has  predicted  an  increase  of  6,000 
man-days  of  fishing  for  the  segment  from  the  dam 
downstream  to  the  Montrose-Delta  Canal.  No 
fishery  is  predicted  for  the  Ridgway  Reservoir 
because  of  heavy  metal  pollution  and  low  aquatic 
productivity  due  to  turbidity. 


Archeological  Resources 

In  the  year  2006,  vandalism  and  weathering 
processes  would  continue  to  be  the  two  major 
factors  contributing  to  the  loss  of  archeological 
values.  It  is  doubtful  that  additional  monies 
(purchase  power)  or  staffing  would  be  available  to 
combat  these  factors  on  any  notable  level.  The 
Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
will  provide  BLM  with  more  protective  enforce- 
ment authority. 

Visual  Resources 

By  2006  perhaps  one-third  of  the  livestock 
management  facilities  in  the  proposed  action 
would  be  implemented.  However,  most  of  these 
facilities  would  not  be  noticeable  from  the  main 
highway,  unlike  existing  facilities.  The  chainings 
would  be  visible,  but  they  would  be  designed  to 
appear  as  natural  openings  in  the  tree  canopy. 
Some  of  the  existing  chainings  may  be  partially 
revegetated  and  less  noticeable  than  they  are 
today. 

Recreation 

USBR  has  two  proposed  reservoir  development 
projects  that  will  influence  water-based  recreation 
opportunities  in  the  ES  area.  They  are  the  Dallas 
Creek  project  on  the  Uncompahgre  River  near 
Ridgway  and  the  Dominguez  Dam  project  near 
Whitewater.  The  Dallas  project  will  be  located  ad- 
jacent to  allotments  5552  Dallas,  5553  Fisher 
Creek,  5555  Taylor  Draw,  5556  Burro  Creek,  5557 
Alkali,  5559  South  Fork,  5560  Cookie  Tree,  and 
5565  Tommy  Creek.  Allotment  4001  Dominguez 
lies  west  of  the  proposed  Dominguez  reservoir. 

Agriculture 

Farming 

No  significant  changes  are  expected  for  non- 
grazing  agriculture  by  2006.  Water  for  irrigation  is 
presently  oversubscribed,  and  suitable  privately 
owned  land  available  for  agricultural  development 
exceeds  water  supplies.  Seasonal  fluctuation  of 
land  under  cultivation  is  directly  proportional  to 
that  season's  runoff. 

There  are  four  irrigation  projects  in  various 
stages  of  planning  and  execution  which  in  some 
way  will  influence  the  area.  They  are  Whitewater, 
Cactus  Park,  Fruitland  Mesa,  and  Dallas  Creek 
projects.  Fruitland  Mesa  irrigation  project  is  the 
only  one  which  will  use  NRL  for  irrigation.  Even 
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TABLE  2-39 
PREDICTED  FUTURE  CONDITION  WITHOUT  PROPOSED  ACTION 
(BY  STREAM  AND  ALLOTMENT) 


Stream 
Name 


Allotment 
No.  &  Name 


NRL  Miles 


Present 
Condition  a/ 


Predicted 
Condition  in  2006  a/ 


Cottonwood 
(Escalante) 

Little  Dominguez 

East  Fork  Escalante 

Escalante 

Gunnison 

(Black  Canyon  to 
Uncompahgre  con- 
fluence) 

Gunnison 

(Uncompahgre  con- 
fluence to  area 
border) 

Monitor 

Potter 

Roubideau 
Lower 
Upper 

Beaton 

Billy 

Chaffee 

Cow 

Dallas 

Dolores 

Dry 


Dry  Cedar 
Cedar 
McKenzie 
Happy  Canyon 
Spring 
Uncompahgre 
Smith  Fork 
Bear 


4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

4008  25  Mesa 

4001  Dominguez 

4026  Escalante  Canyon 

4001  Dominguez 


2.2 
12.4 

13.0 

4.6 

12.0 

15.0 


10.0 


Poor 
Poor 

Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 


Fair 


Poor 
Poor 

Fair 

Fair 

Poor 

Good 


Fair 


4010  Monitor  Mesa 
4014  Joker 

3.8 
3.0 

Poor 
Poor 

Nonexistent 
Poor 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

6.8 

Nonexistent 

Nonexistent 

4011  Lower  Roubideau 
4010  Monitor  Mesa 

4012  Canal 

2.1 
4.9 
2.6 

Nonexistent 

Poor 

Poor 

Nonexistent 

Poor 

Nonexistent 

5540  Dry  Gulch 

3.0 

Nonexistent 

Nonexistent 

5530  Billy  Creek 

0 

Excellent 

Excellent 

5530  Billy  Creek 

1.6 

Nonexistent 

Nonexistent 

5566  Cow  Creek 

0.6 

Good 

Good 

None 

0.8 

Good 

Good 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 
5522  Beaver  Hill 

3.4 
1.2 

Excellent 
Excellent 

Excellent 
Excellent 

5507  Pipeline 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin 

5516  Piney 

3.4 
5.6 
3.0 

Good 
Good 
Good 

Good 
Fair 
Poor 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 

2.1 

Fair 

Fair 

5569  Hairpin 

2.2 

Fair 

Poor 

5529  Log  Hill 

1.2 

Fair 

Fair 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

4.6 

Excellent 

Excellent 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

5.4 

Good 

Fair 

* 

1.8 

Poor 

Poor 

5022  Rabbit  Gulch 

2.4 

Good 

Fair 

4517  Coal  Gulch 

3.0 

Fair 

Fair 

a/  Condition  class  criteria  for  riparian  habitats  are  given  in  footnote  b/ ,  table  2-27. 

*  Major  rivers  may  cross  many  allotments.  The  effects  of  specific  allotments  on  major  rivers  are 

insignificant  when  compared  with  the  effects  of  the  overall  watershed. 
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TABLE  2-39 

RIPARIAN  HABITAT:  PREDICTED  FUTURE  CONDITION  WITHOUT  PROPOSED  ACTION 

(BY  STREAM  AND  ALLOTMENT)  (Cont.) 


Stream 

Allotment 

Present 

Predicted 

Name 

No.  &  Name 

NRL  Miles 

Condition  a/    Condition 

in  2006  a/ 

Cottonwood 

4517 

Coal  Gulch 

1.2 

Excellent 

Excellent 

(North  Fork) 

Deep 

4525 

Anthracite  Creek 

0.6 

Fair 

Poor 

North  Fork 

Gunnison 

4517 

Coal  Gulch 

4.2 

Fair 

Fair 

Hubbard 

4516 

North  Fork 

1.4 

Fair 

Fair 

Leroux 

4503 

Stingley  Gulch 

0.5 

Excellent 

Good 

4504 

Leroux  Creek 

1.0 

Excellent 

Good 

Minnesota 

4528 

Oak  Ridge 

0.5 

Excel  lent 

Good 

Muddy 

4520 

Spring  Creek 

2.6 

Fair 

Poor 

West  Muddy 

4519 

Muddy  Creek 

0.8 

Fair 

Poor 

Terror 

4513 

Stevens  Gulch 

3.0 

Good 

Good 

Will iams 

4525 

Anthracite  Creek 

0.8 

Good 

Fair 

Roatcap 

• 

4507 

Jay  Creek 

1.6 

Good 

Good 

4511 

Overland 

0.4 

Good 

Good 

4513 

Stevens  Gulch 

1.2 

Good 

Good 

Currant 

4502 

Surface  to  Leroux 

2.2 

Good 

Good 

Anthracite 

4548 

Creek  Bottom 

0.3 

Fair 

Poor 

Oak 

4025 

Ward  Creek- 
Doughspoon 

2.8 

Fair 

Fair 

Summary  of 

NRL  Miles 

12.4 
45.4 
60.8 
30.7 
13.5 
162.8 

Excel  1 ent 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Nonexistent 

Total 

10.4 
30.2 
56.5 
45.8 
19.9 
162.8 

Excellent 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Nonexistent 

Total 
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upon  completion  of  these  water  storage  projects, 
irrigation  water  will  still  be  overallocated. 

The  rest  of  NRL  is  for  the  most  part  not  suita- 
ble for  development  for  farming.  This  land  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  in  federal  ownership  because  it 
is  valuable  for  forage  production  and  other  uses. 

Livestock  Grazing 

Because  AMPs  will  be  implemented  at  a  slower 
rate  (about  twenty  AMPs  implemented  by  2006), 
it  is  likely  that  range  conditions  will  continue  to 
decline  over  the  short  run  in  some  areas  where 
deterioration  is  presently  taking  place.  Where 
AMPs  are  implemented,  the  long-term  trend  will 
be  toward  improved  forage  conditions.  In  other 
areas  where  the  present  condition  is  stable  or  im- 
proving, no  real  changes  are  expected.  Thus,  by 
2006  domestic  livestock  use  of  NRL  is  expected 
to  be  similar  to  existing  licensed  use. 

Recent  indicators  suggest  a  leveling  off  in  the 
number  of  beef  cattle  and  calves  and  a  reduced 
rate  of  decrease  in  the  number  of  stock  sheep  and 
lambs.  Some  operators  in  the  ES  area  are  sub- 
stituting cattle  for  sheep  in  their  operations  as  a 
result  of  the  difficulties  associated  with  hiring 
capable  herders  and  other  economic  problems. 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  studies  project 
national  increases  of  from  40  to  99  percent  in  the 
total  demand  for  AUMs  between  1970  and  2000. 
It  is  doubtful,  however,  that  the  range  resources 
in  the  ES  area  could  support  increases  much  in 
excess  of  current  inventory  levels.  (U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  1975)  Major  livestock  in- 
creases could  come  only  at  the  expense  of  other 
agricultural  activities,  such  as  conversion  of 
cropland  back  to  rangeland  or  pasture.  Improved 
management  practices  on  all  lands  (private  as  well 
as  public)  would  facilitate  some  increases.  Im- 
proved economic  conditions  would  also  provide 
incentives  to  increase  livestock  numbers. 

In  summary,  the  number  of  beef  cattle  and 
calves  is  expected  to  remain  at  or  slightly  above 
current  levels.  Some  cyclical  reductions  and  ex- 
pansions are  expected  in  response  to  changing 
market  and  climatic  conditions.  The  number  of 
sheep  and  lambs  will  probably  continue  to 
decrease,  but  at  rates  below  those  in  the  recent 
past.  Gradual  exhaustion  of  fossil  fuel  reserves 
may  increase  the  cost  of  artificial  fibers,  increas- 
ing wool  prices  and  possibly  reversing  the 
downward  trend  in  sheep  numbers  by  the  turn  of 
the  century.  The  net  effect  will  be  a  moderate  in- 


crease  in  the  demand  for  AUMs  as  population 
growth  and  food  needs  continue  to  expand. 

Land    Use    Plans,    Controls,    and    Con- 
straints 

The  local  political  attitude  towards  land  use 
planning  in  the  area  ranges  from  complete  com- 
mitment to  complete  avoidance.  Ouray  County  is 
heavily  commited  and  proud  of  its  efforts,  which 
include  strict  zoning  and  a  start  on  an  Economic 
Development  Plan.  Delta  County  is  the  other  end 
of  the  scale.  It  has  had  no  planner  since  the  firing 
of  the  previous  planner  last  July.  Montrose  Coun- 
ty is  between  the  two  extremes,  doing  preliminary 
work  on  the  Economic  Development  Plan,  but 
having  no  zoning  yet. 

Region  10  Planning  Commission  is  performing  a 
coordination  job  by  providing  training  and  skills 
unavailable  on  the  county  level.  A  recently 
published  draft  of  suggested  future  goals  and  ob- 
jectives for  Region  10  suggested  that  the  commis- 
sion serve  and  assist,  implement  recommenda- 
tions of  an  Economic  Development  Program,  in- 
fluence legislation,  increase  input  into  other 
planning  and  decision  making  processes,  coor- 
dinate human  resource  agencies,  monitor  water 
quality  plans,  and  participate  in  federal  grants 
when  qualified  and  entitled. 

The  future  for  land  use  planning  looks 
reasonably  bright.  The  steps  being  taken  are  on  a 
county  level,  not  on  a  regional  level.  The  Region 
10  Planning  Commission  will  continue  to  provide 
coordination  and  assistance  as  requested. 

Transportation  Network 

The  transportation  network  in  the  ES  area  is 
expected  to  remain  essentially  unchanged  through 
2006. 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

Population 

The  declining  population  trend  of  the  past 
decade  (1960  to  1970)  for  the  three-county  ES 
area  has  been  reversed,  and  population  is  ex- 
pected to  increase  to  between  40,670  and  54,483 
by  the  year  2006.  This  estimate  represents  an  in- 
crease over  the  1970  population  level  of  16  to  55 
percent,  with  the  expectation  being  that  the  popu- 
lation level  will  be  closer  to  the  high  estimate. 

Although  the  ES  area  population  will  continue 
to  increase,  it  is  expected  to  be  a  declining  pro- 
portion of  both  Region   10  and  Colorado  popula- 
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tion.  Region  10  population  is  expected  to  increase 
to  between  55,116  and  73,554  by  the  year  2006, 
which  represents  an  increase  of  23  to  64  percent 
of  the  1970  population  level.  Colorado  population 
could  increase  between  43  and  1 1 1  percent,  with 
the  high  estimate  on  population  expansion  for  the 
year  2006  being  4,654,668. 

Income 

Income  levels  in  the  ES  area  are  expected  to 
continue  to  increase  due  to  economic  growth  in 
the  region.  However,  they  will  probably  continue 
to  remain  below  the  state  average.  Major  develop- 
ments in  mining  of  fossil  fuels  could  bring  about 
substantial  change  as  could  continued  expansion 
of  the  manufacturing  sector.  If  recent  trends  con- 
tinue, income  levels  will  move  closer  to  state 
averages.  Total  area  income  for  the  year  2006  is 
not  estimated  since  such  factors  as  inflation, 
population  levels,  and  future  economic  activity 
are  subject  to  substantial  variation. 

Employment 

It  is  expected  that  scenic  and  recreational  at- 
tractions of  the  area,  its  attractiveness  as  a  place 
to  live,  and  expansion  of  the  mining  and  manufac- 
turing sectors  will  combine  to  present  a  favorable 
employment  situation  for  the  future.  Employment 
relative  to  these  activities  should  increase  also, 
bringing  about  increased  employment  in  service 
sectors. 

Social  Weil-Being 

Though  the  well-being  of  people  in  the  ES  area 
has  been  improving  and  will  continue  to  improve, 
it  is  not  expected  that  their  social  well-being  will 


equal  that  of  the  state  population  in  general  in  the 
foreseeable  future. 

Public  Finance  and  Tax  Base 

There  should  be  an  expansion  of  the  tax  base 
as  a  result  of  economic  activity  projected  for  the 
ES  area.  If  assessed  valuation  increases  more 
rapidly  than  population,  but  mill  levies  remain 
relatively  constant,  per  capita  revenue  available  to 
fund  support  facilities  and  services  will  be  in- 
creased. Even  though  the  area  may  improve  its 
funding  capabilities,  it  is  not  expected  to  reach 
the  higher  levels  of  per  capita  revenue  associated 
with  the  state  as  a  whole. 

Socio-Cultural  Attitudes 

Without  a  major  influx  of  new  people,  ES  area 
values  and  attitudes  are  expected  to  change  only 
slightly.  Gradual  changes  will  occur  as  education, 
television,  and  other  communication  systems  ex- 
pose area  residents  to  the  predominantly  urban 
values  and  attitudes  of  the  nation.  However,  other 
national  trends  suggest  that  a  strengthening  of 
"older"  traditional  values  is  occurring,  which 
could  counter  this  exposure  to  urban  values  and 
attitudes. 

Some  change  could  be  expected  as  a  result  of 
projected  economic  activity.  If  rapid  development 
of  fossil  fuel  resources  occurs,  there  could  be 
enough  of  an  immigration  of  people  to  cause 
some  change  in  socio-cultural  values  and  at- 
titudes. 

Although  some  change  is  expected,  it  appears 
that  values  and  attitudes  are  less  likely  to  be  af- 
fected by  grazing  management  considerations  than 
by  other  socio-cultural  variables. 
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ASSUMPTIONS  AND  ANALYSIS 
GUIDELINES 

1.  The  demand  for  meat  production  will  in- 
crease in  future  years. 

2.  The  proposed  action  or  alternative  allotment 
management  plans  (AMPs)  will  be  implemented 
over  the  eight-year  period  following  completion  of 
the  final  environmental  statement  (ES). 

3.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  will 
fund  the  improvements  required  to  implement  the 
proposed  action  and  do  so  within  the  stated  time 
frame. 

4.  The  necessary  manpower  will  be  furnished 
by  and  to  the  Uncompahgre  Basin  Resource  Area 
(ES  area),  and  rigorous  effort  will  be  made  to 
completely  carry  out  the  studies  and  monitoring 
program  recommended  in  the  AMPs  (see  chapter 
4). 

5.  The  proposed  range  improvements  will 
disturb  approximately  29,970  acres  over  the  short 
term  (eight  years)  and  approximately  25  acres 
over  the  long  term  (twenty  years)  as  shown  in 
table  3-1. 

6.  The  proposed  range  improvements  will  cost 
a  total  of  approximately  $1,788,164  to  construct, 
over  a  period  of  seven  years.  They  will  cost  a 
total  of  approximately  $65,290  per  year  thereafter 
to  maintain.  See  table  3-2. 

7.  In  addition  to  the  improvements  described  in 
the  proposed  action,  the  existing  improvements, 
as  listed  in  table  3-3,  will  be  maintained  in  ser- 
viceable condition. 

IMPACTS 

Each  impact  is  analyzed  in  a  cause  and  effect 
manner,  and  secondary  impacts  are  identified  and 
traced  to  the  extent  they  can  no  longer  be 
identified  with  the  proposed  action.  Each  cause 
identified  is  tied  to  a  component  of  the  environ- 
ment (chapter  2).  Existing  environmental  data 
were  used  to  assess  temporary  or  short-term  im- 
pacts, while  both  existing  data  and  estimated  fu- 
ture changes  in  the  existing  environment  were 
used  to  assess  permanent  or  long-term  impacts. 

Unless  otherwise  stated  in  the  narrative,  short- 
term  means  eight  years  or  less  (eight  years  being 
the  period  of  implementation),  and  long-term 
means  at  least  an  additional  twenty  years  after 
complete  implementation  (2006). 

The  proposed  action  is  predicted  to  have  no  sig- 
nificant impacts  on  geology,  topography,  climate, 
air  quality,  or  transportation  networks. 


Soils 

The  following  section  briefly  discusses  the  im- 
pacts of  the  proposed  action  on  soil  loss. 

Hydrologic  soil  groups  and  their  related  soil  in- 
filtration rates,  as  described  in  chapter  2,  were 
used  in  the  adaptation  of  a  simulation  model 
(developed  by  Gifford,  Hawkins,  and  Williams 
1975)  to  predict  hydrologic  changes  resulting  from 
the  implementation  of  grazing  management  on  na- 
tional resource  lands  (NRL)  in  the  ES  area.  The 
methodology  and  analysis  is  continued  in  this 
chapter  under  Water  Resources. 

Under  normal  storm  events,  it  has  been  deter- 
mined that  there  would  be  no  change  in  runoff 
and  sediment  yield  on  allotments  with  proposed 
AMPs  (479,265  acres).  However,  as  stated  under 
Water  Resources,  with  the  implementation  of  a 
grazing  plan  there  would  be  a  decrease  in  runoff 
and  sediment  yield  with  the  larger  storm  (50- 
year/24-hour)  as  compared  with  not  implementing 
a  grazing  plan.  The  magnitude  of  these  changes 
could  not  be  determined,  but  the  decrease  in  soil 
loss  would  affect  the  soils.  No  data  or  methods 
were  available  to  predict  the  kinds  or  magnitude 
of  the  changes  which  would  occur  within  the 
soils. 

No  changes  in  runoff,  peak  discharge,  or  sedi- 
ment yield  are  identified  in  the  water  resources 
section  in  conjunction  with  trailing  (480  acres), 
custodial  management  (29,460  acres),  elimination 
of  grazing  (3,020  acres),  and  unallotted  land 
(13,550  acres).  With  no  changes  in  runoff  and 
sediment  yield,  there  would  be  no  increased  soil 
loss  and  therefore  no  change  in  the  soil. 

Table  3-4  shows  the  comparison  between  the 
present  erosion  condition  class  (soil  surface  fac- 
tor, SSF)  by  allotment  and  that  which  is  expected 
twenty  years  after  complete  implementation  of 
the  proposed  action  (2006).  The  change  in  erosion 
condition  from  the  present  to  the  future  is  an  esti- 
mate made  by  the  writer  of  each  AMP;  it  is  a 
professional  determination  based  on  past  ex- 
perience in  similar  situations. 

By  comparing  the  changes  which  would  occur 
on  each  AMP  (which,  as  previously  stated,  were 
determined  by  professional  experience)  with 
similar  situations,  the  percent  changes  in  erosion 
condition  classes  were  determined  to  be  as  fol- 
lows. Under  the  present  condition,  6  percent  of 
the  allotment  acreage  is  in  the  stable  erosion  con- 
dition class;  45  percent  is  in  the  slight  class;  43 
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TABLE  3-3 

EXISTING  IMPROVEMENTS  TO  BE  MAINTAINED 

UNDER  THE  PROPOSED  ACTION 


Range  Improvement 

Unit 

Total 

WATER  DEVELOPMENTS 

Wells 

No. 

1 

Catchments 

No. 

10 

Reservoirs 

No. 

225 

Pipelines 

Mi . 

2.2 

FENCES 

Fences 

Mi. 

131.7 

Corrals 

No. 

9 

Exclosures 

No. 

11 

ROADS  AND  TRAILS 

Stock  Trails 

Mi. 

66.2 

Roads  &  Truck  Trails 

Mi. 

95.2 

OTHER  PROJECTS 

Cattleguards 

No. 

9 

VEGETATION  CONVERSION 

AND  WATER  RETENTION 

Chainings 

Ac. 

22,401 

Seedings 

Ac. 

8,079 

Contour  Furrows  &  Check  Dams 

Ac. 

13,606 

Sagebrush  Spraying 

Ac. 

1,240 

Source:  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Automated  Data 
Processing  System  1977. 
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Impacts 


Chapter  3 


percent  is  in  the  moderate  class;  5  percent  is  in 
the  critical  class;  and  1  percent  is  in  the  severe 
class.  By  2006,  27  percent  of  the  acres  under  the 
proposed  action  would  be  in  the  stable  erosion 
condition  class;  64  percent  would  be  in  the  slight 
class;  ,8  percent  would  be  in  the  moderate  class; 
and  1  percent  would  be  in  the  critical  class.  The 
net  result  would  be  a  21  percent  increase  in  acres 
occurring  in  the  stable  erosion  condition  class;  a 
39  percent  increase  in  acres  in  the  slight  class;  a 
35  percent  decrease  in  acres  in  the  moderate 
class;  a  4  percent  decrease  in  acres  in  the  critical 
class;  and  a  1  percent  decrease  in  acres  in  the 
severe  class. 

Summary 

With  an  anticipated  decrease  in  runoff  and  sedi- 
ment yield  from  large  storms  under  the  proposed 
action,  soil  changes  would  occur,  but  no  data  are 
available  to  identify  the  kinds  or  magnitude. 
There  would  be  no  quantifiable  change  in  soils  ex- 
cept for  the  changes  in  erosion  condition  classes 
summarized  in  table  3-4.  This  improvement  in 
erosion  class  is  the  result  of  a  predicted  improved 
vegetative  cover. 

Water  Resources 

The  following  section  briefly  discusses  the 
methodology  used  in  evaluating  the  changes  in  ru- 
noff and  sediment  yield  (for  a  more  detailed 
discussion  of  methodology,  see  appendix  3). 
These  changes  are  then  discussed  in  light  of  their 
impacts  on  surface  water,  ground  water,  and  the 
quality  of  each. 

Hydrologic  Impacts  of  AMPs 

For  this  ES,  an  adaptation  of  a  simulation 
model  developed  by  Gifford,  Hawkins,  and  Wil- 
liams (1975)  was  used  to  predict  hydrologic 
changes  resulting  from  the  implementation  of 
AMPs  on  NRL  in  the  ES  area.  Each  AMP  that 
fell  within  a  representative  watershed  (see  map 
2-4)  was  broken  down  by  pasture  and  analyzed 
for  changes  in  infiltration  rates  according  to  the 
equations  presented  in  figure  3-1  and  the 
proposed  grazing  system  (the  pasture-level  analy- 
sis is  available  from  the  Montrose  District  Office). 
"Heavy  grazing",  under  a  rotation  scheme,  was 
defined  as  all  livestock  being  confined  to  a  single 
pasture  for  any  given  length  of  time,  and 
"moderate"  grazing  was  defined  as  the  livestock 
being  spread  over  more  than  one  pasture.  All  in- 
filtration rates  were  affected  under  either  heavy 


or  moderate  use  regardless  of  length  of  grazing 
period  (e.g.,  heavy  grazing  for  two  months  equals 
heavy  grazing  for  six  months).  "Recovery" 
between  grazing  periods  was  calculated  assuming 
a  linear,  four  year  recovery  time  to  some  specula- 
tive pre-grazing  status.  The  equation  to  represent 
this  is  f r=  f+(f 0-f )t/T  (inches  per  hour)  where  fr  is 
the  rate  at  the  end  of  the  recovery  period,  f0  is 
the  pre-grazing  optimum  rate  defined  by  the 
hydrologic  soil  group,  f  is  the  beginning  rate,  t  is 
the  rest  time  in  years,  and  T  is  the  recovery  time 
in  years  (in  this  case,  four  years).  The  limit  of 
t/T  <  1. 

Winter  grazing  was  assumed  to  have  no  effect 
on  hydrologic  properties  (Ponce  et  al.  1975),  and 
predicted  vegetative  cover  densities  outlined  in 
the  AMPs  (and  as  analyzed  in  Vegetation)  were 
used  in  predicting  hydrologic  changes.  Discrepan- 
cies between  BLM  Watershed  Conservation  and 
Development  System  Phase  I  data  and  present 
cover  conditions  presented  in  the  AMPs  resulted 
in  adjustments  to  projected  cover  densities 
presented  in  some  of  the  AMPs.  These  densities 
play  an  important  role  in  estimating  runoff,  and 
apparent  overestimates  in  Phase  I  data  may  have 
caused  underestimates  of  runoff  for  the  present 
and  future  situations.  These  underestimates  could 
also  cause  inaccurate  estimates  of  percent  change 
in  runoff  and  peak  discharge  between  present  and 
future  conditions. 

Impacts  on  Surface  Water  and  Erosion 

Grazing  management  under  the  AMPs  would 
have  no  detectable  impact  on  the  overall  water 
supply  of  the  Gunnison  River  basin  (table  2-5)  in 
conjunction  with  a  rainfall  event  with  less  than  a 
50-year  return  period.  There  is  only  a  40  percent 
chance  of  a  50-year  rainfall  or  runoff  event  occur- 
ring during  the  20-year  period  of  consideration. 
Even  if  such  an  event  were  to  occur  during  that 
period  on  any  given  watershed,  the  resulting  run- 
off would  only  be  decreased  by  approximately 
30  percent  from  NRL.  Runoff  from  private  and 
Forest  Service  (USFS)  land,  which  for  most 
watersheds  is  in  the  majority,  would  not  be 
changed.  However,  the  grazing  may  have  impacts 
on  a  local  basis  in  conjunction  with  larger  storms 
with  less  than  a  50-year  return  period.  (Table  3-5 
shows  infiltration  rates,  runoff,  and  peak 
discharge  for  the  nine  representative  watersheds 
20  years  after  implementation  of  AMPs.) 
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In  general,  soils  with  low  initial  infiltration  rates 
and  spring  or  summer  grazing  during  any  portion 
of  the  grazing  cycle  would  have  an  increase  in  in- 
filtration (384,447  acres).  (Note:  There  are  areas 
that  have  both  fall-winter  and  spring-summer 
grazing  so  the  acreage  figures  in  this  and  the  next 
paragraph  are  not  additive.)  The  predicted  in- 
creases depend  on  the  validity  of  the  regression 
equations  at  low  infiltration  rates  presented  by 
Gifford,  Hawkins,  and  Williams  (1975)  (figure 
3-1).  A  possible  reason  for  the  increase  is  the 
breaking  up  of  the  crust  created  by  raindrop 
splash  on  salt  crusts.  Soils  with  low  initial  infiltra- 
tion rates  subjected  to  only  fall  or  winter  grazing 
would  have  no  overall  change  in  infiltration  rate 
(441,542  acres). 

However,  soils  with  relatively  high  initial  rates 
would  have  a  net  decrease,  probably  due  to  com- 
paction during  spring  and  summer  grazing  (40,408 
acres).  This  net  decrease  would  be  outweighed  by 
the  increases  in  vegetative  cover  which  would 
result  in  a  net  improvement  in  hydrologic  condi- 
tion, or  runoff  curve  number  (U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Soil  Conservation  Service,  1972). 

The  result  would  be  a  net  decline  in  runoff 
volumes  and  peak  discharges,  on  all  AMPs  for  ex- 
treme storm  events  (table  3-5).  The  changes  men- 
tioned above  would  result  in  reduced  erosion 
from  these  watersheds  for  large  storms  (50- 
year/24-hour).  The  amount  of  reduction  in  sedi- 
ment yields  has  not  been  quantified.  A  search  of 
the  literature  (including  BLM  Manuals)  has 
revealed  no  reasonable  model  that  can  be  used 
with  the  available  data  to  determine  the  changes 
which  would  occur. 

The  present  water  supply  along  with  the 
proposed  catchments  and  spring  developments 
should  provide  adequate  water  for  livestock  since 
there  are  no  increases  in  numbers  proposed,  only 
changes  in  utilization  patterns.  The  availability  of 
water  does,  however,  depend  on  weather  pat- 
terns, which  cannot  be  predicted  with  a  high 
degree  of  certainty. 

The  installation  of  range  improvements — even 
with  the  design  features  described  in  chapter  1  as 
part  of  the  proposed  action — would  result  in  a  net 
short-term  increase  in  sediment  yield  of  880  tons, 
as  shown  in  table  3-6.  However,  this  impact 
would  be  insignificant,  since  the  soil  loss  would 
be  scattered  throughout  the  entire  ES  area  and 
would  be  spread  out  over  the  eight  years  of  im- 
plementation. 


Chaining  and  Seeding 

Approximately  20,880  acres  of  pinyon-juniper 
are  proposed  for  chaining.  Very  little  data  are 
presently  available  as  to  the  watershed  charac- 
teristics or  hydrologic  properties  of  the  areas 
proposed  for  chaining.  Chaining,  however,  is 
known  to  basically  change  plant  cover  and  soil 
surface,  and  Gifford  (1975)  has  recently  provided 
an  in-depth  review  of  the  impacts  of  pinyon-ju- 
niper manipulation  on  watershed  values.  Based 
upon  that  review,  the  following  generalized  im- 
pacts are  expected  from  this  proposed  range  im- 
provement. 

Infiltration  rates  would  not  be  significantly  af- 
fected by  chaining,  particularly  on  the  sandier 
soils. 

Water  yield  increases  should  not  be  expected. 
Sites  with  greater  basal  area  pinyon-juniper  are 
more  likely  to  produce  slightly  more  runoff  due  to 
chaining. 

Past  studies  would  indicate  no  likely  increases 
in  sediment  discharge. 

The  effect  of  seeding  following  pinyon-juniper 
chaining  is  difficult  to  assess  because  of  its  link- 
age with  the  chaining.  Should  seeding  be  success- 
ful, the  additional  plant  cover  would  improve  the 
hydrologic  condition  of  the  land.  (Past  experience 
in  the  ES  area  has  shown  that  seedling  establish- 
ment has  been  100  percent  successful  with  fall 
seeding.)  A  resultant  improvement  in  vegetative 
cover  would  have  favorable  hydrologic  con- 
sequences. 

Contour  Furrowing 

The  immediate  short-term  impact  of  contour 
furrowing  on  1 ,250  acres  would  be  to  provide  ad- 
ditional depression  storage  of  approximately  5 
centimeters  (1.9  inches)  of  runoff  (Branson, 
Miller,  and  McQueen  1966).  The  same  authors 
have  shown  (see  figure  3-2)  that  precipitation 
storage  is  a  decay  function  of  time,  such  that 
storage  capacity  decreases  rapidly  during  the  first 
five  years  to  less  than  2.5  centimeters  (1  inch), 
and  thereafter  tends  to  stabilize  at  about  1.2  cen- 
timeters (0.47  inch)  after  nine  or  more  years. 

Thus,  it  would  appear  that  contour  furrowing, 
where  applied  in  this  ES  area,  would  for  the  first 
three  years  after  construction  provide  sufficient 
depression  storage  to  retard  the  3-centimeter  (1.2- 
inch)  maximum  runoff  expected  from  the  50-year, 
24-hour  duration  storm.  Were  such  a  severe  storm 
to  occur  after  three  years,  as  will  surely  happen 
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Figure  3-1. 
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Changes  in  infiltration  rates  when  changing  from  light 

to  moderate  grazing  intensities  (Source:  Gifford  et  al,  1975) 
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eventually,  the  furrows  would  not  retard  all  of  the 
3-centimeter  (1.2-inch)  runoff  because  of  the  sedi- 
mentation which  would  gradually  fill  in  the  fur- 
rows to  a  minimum  storage  of  1  to  2  centimeters 
(0.4  to  0.8  inch). 

The  sediment  yield  impacts  of  contour  furrow- 
ing can  be  assessed  by  evaluating  the  work  of 
Thomas  (1975),  who  found  that  the  effective  sedi- 
ment storage  varied  22  to  84  metric  tons  per  hec- 
tare (9.8  to  37.5  tons  per  acre),  well  over  the  esti- 
mated sediment  yield  Class  III  established  by  the 
Pacific  Southwest  Inter-Agency  Committee,  a 
methodology  task  force  studying  factors  affecting 
sediment  yield  (Colorado  Land  Use  Commission 
1974).  Again,  however,  sediment  trapping  efficien- 
cy would  decline  in  the  same  manner  as  precipita- 
tion storage. 

Vegetative  growth  may  be  enhanced  in  the  fur- 
rows due  to  the  additional  stored  moisture  (see 
vegetation  section). 

Interseeding 

No  literature  could  be  found  to  aid  in  charac- 
terizing the  hydrologic  impacts  of  interseeding. 
However,  the  hydrologic  condition  of  the  8,665 
acres  proposed  for  interseeding  is  expected  to  im- 
prove. Logically,  increased  cover  would  reduce 
raindrop  impact  and  increase  infiltration  rates, 
resulting  in  decreased  runoff  and  sediment  yield. 
However,  portions  of  the  additional  forage 
produced  by  interseeding  would  be  utilized  for 
grazing,  which  would  minimize  the  beneficial 
hydrologic  effects. 

Other  Range  Improvements 

None  of  the  other  range  improvement  projects 
proposed  in  chapter  1  would  modify  watershed 
surface  to  any  significant  degree.  The  water 
development  projects  (wells,  rainfall  catchments, 
earthen  reservoirs,  springs)  would  not  involve 
development,  utilization,  or  evaporative  loss  from 
any  significant  portion  of  the  total  water  supply 
cycling  through  the  hydrologic  subsystem  of  the 
ES  area. 

Impacts  on  Ground   Water 

Since  there  is  no  significant  change  in  runoff 
for  a  normal  rainfall  event  and  since  the  average 
hourly  rate  of  snowmelt  would  be  expected  to  be 
considerably  less  than  the  minimum  soil  infiltra- 
tion rates  of  0.25  inch  per  hour  (Schultz  1973),  im- 
pacts of  grazing  on  ground  water  recharge  would 
be  insignificant  during  a  normal  year.  Decreases 


in  runoff  for  large  storms  would  reduce  the 
amount  of  water  recharging  into  the  alluvial 
deposits  along  the  stream  channels. 

Increased  infiltration  rates  should  increase  the 
water  available  for  recharge  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  watersheds  where  grazing  occurs.  How- 
ever, the  extent  to  which  this  additional  recharge 
potential  is  overcome  by  higher  rates  of 
evapotranspiration  created  by  additional  plant 
cover  is  not  known. 

Surface  Water  Quality 

The  long-term  impact  of  grazing  on  chemical 
water  quality  is  not  known;  however,  there  should 
be  no  change  in  water  quality  on  an  average  year- 
to-year  basis,  based  on  the  previously  described 
analysis. 

Very  slight  decreases  in  overland  flow  veloci- 
ties may  occur  during  intense  thunderstorms. 
Therefore,  changes  in  sheet  erosion  are  not  ex- 
pected for  a  normal  storm.  Rill  erosion  would 
decrease  during  extreme  events  (50-year  storm  or 
greater),  but  below  levels  of  detection. 

Since  decreases  in  peak  discharges  would  be 
anticipated  for  extreme  storm  events,  some 
decrease  in  channel  erosion  would  occur.  (The 
magnitude  and  extent  of  channel  erosion  is  depen- 
dent upon  channel  stability,  and  the  decrease 
would  vary  from  channel  to  channel  depending 
upon  changes  taking  place  within  each  individual 
AMP.)  It  is  possible  that,  in  the  long  term,  the 
hydrologic  effects  computed  here  could  result  in 
channel  aggradation  (filling  with  fluvial  deposits), 
thus  reducing  channel  hydraulic  capacity. 

For  extreme  storm  events,  reduced  sediment 
yield  could  result  in  decreased  salt  loading  of  the 
area  streams  and  rivers,  provided  that  the  com- 
monly held  assumption  that  the  direct  relationship 
between  sediment  yield  and  salt  loading  can  be 
applied  to  the  area. 

Chemical  water  quality  response  to  pinyon-ju- 
niper  chaining  should  be  no  problem.  Should  site 
and  storm  characteristics  combine  to  produce  a 
significant  runoff  event,  elements  likely  to  be 
yielded  in  resultant  stormflow  are  phosphorus  and 
potassium. 

Ground   Water  Quality 

The  impacts  of  grazing  on  ground  water  quality 
are  not  known.  However,  the  natural  quality  of 
ground  water  is  influenced  mainly  by  local  geolo- 
gy and  is  not  expected  to  show  measurable  dif- 
ferences due  to  grazing  management  practices.  In 
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addition,  the  large  volumes  of  ground  water  cou- 
pled with  slow  movement  and  mixing  would  be 
expected  to  buffer  any  changes  in  the  quality  of 
ground  water  due  to  grazing  management. 

Summary 

The  overall  long-term  impact  of  proposed  graz- 
ing systems  would  be  a  net  decrease  in  runoff 
volumes  and  peak  discharges  for  larger  storms 
(see  table  3-5).  Impacts  on  ground  water  recharge 
would  be  insignificant.  Decreases  in  sheet  erosion 
and  channel  erosion  would  be  immeasurable  from 
year  to  year,  and  decreases  in  rill  erosion  would 
be  undetectable.  Average  chemical  water  quality 
would  not  change  annually,  but  salinity  of  surface 
water  runoff  may  decrease  for  large  rainfall 
events. 

Vegetation 

This  section  first  discusses  the  general  princi- 
ples of  plant  growth  relevant  to  the  impacts  of  the 
proposed  grazing  treatments,  followed  by  allot- 
ment specific  summaries  of  short-term  and  long- 
term  impacts  of  the  proposed  action.  The  vegeta- 
tion section  concludes  with  a  brief  discussion  of 
the  impacts  on  endangered  plants. 

Grazing  Management 

Proposed  grazing  management  of  NRL  in  the 
ES  area  includes  systems  which  prescribe 
livestock  grazing  during  all  seasons  of  the  year. 
Estimations  of  vegetative  impacts  are  based  on 
professional  judgment  and  cited  studies  which, 
although  not  conducted  within  the  ES  area,  are 
believed  applicable  to  the  area  since  the  findings 
discuss  the  results  of  meeting  basic  plant  needs. 
Providing  for  plant  needs  for  reproduction  and 
establishment  results  in  similar  responses  re- 
gardless of  location  (Marten  1975). 

Grazing  any  time  during  the  green  period  of 
plants  reduces  the  amount  of  food  made  and 
stored  by  the  plants.  This  reduction  in  turn 
decreases  the  plants'  capacity  to  produce  both 
shoot  and  root  growth  the  following  growing 
season  (Hormay  1970,  p.  14).  This  green  period, 
which  varies  from  plant  species  to  plant  species, 
in  the  ES  area  begins  in  mid-March  and  continues 
into  September  (refer  to  table  1-7). 

Hormay  indicates  (1970,  p.  14)  that  defoliation 
is  most  harmful  when  food  reserves  are  lowest, 
which  occurs  in  the  spring  or  early  summer  when 
the  plant  is  most  rapidly  growing  or  any  time  until 
food   storage   is   completed.    Similarly,    using   fall 


levels  of  carbohydrates  (food  reserves)  as  an 
index  to  determine  the  severity  of  defoliation, 
Cook  et  al.  (1971)  found  these  reserves  at  their 
lowest  following  defoliation  (1)  during  rapid 
growth  periods,  about  May  1  or  (2)  at  maturity, 
about  July  1.  Approximately  75  percent  of  these 
reserves  are  used  in  the  spring  to  produce  some 
10  percent  of  herbage  growth  (Stoddard  and 
Smith  1955,  p.  101). 

With  regard  to  browse  plants,  continual  spring 
browsing  will  severely  deplete  the  plant's 
reserves,  reproductive  growth,  and  vigor,  and  it 
eventually  could  cause  the  death  of  the  plant. 
Garrison  (1972,  p.  276)  states  that  removal  of  the 
terminal  bud  will  activate  the  lateral  dormant  buds 
but  that  this  vegetative  growth  is  detrimental  to 
flower  and  fruit  production.  Therefore,  an  actual 
decrease  in  the  amount  of  viable  seed  would 
occur,  causing  fewer  new  plants  in  the  future. 
Garrison  also  states  that  "late  spring  and  middle 
of  the  growing  season...  are  the  most  damaging 
periods  of  use"  (p.  278).  Browse  plants  complete- 
ly defoliated  three  or  four  times  in  a  season  are 
readily  killed,  and  removal  of  only  half  of  the 
foliage  markedly  weakens  the  plant  (Stoddart  and 
Smith  1955,  p.  104). 

Allotments  receiving  any  spring  and  summer 
grazing  (rest  rotation  treatment  A  and  B,  deferred 
rotation,  trailing,  and  some  custodial  manage- 
ment) would  subject  the  plants  to  grazing  during 
critical  periods.  Therefore,  short-term  impacts 
under  these  treatments  would  be  a  decrease  in 
plant  vigor,  reproduction,  litter  accumulation,  and 
seedling  establishment  (Hormay,  1970). 

Fall  and  winter  or  dormant  season  grazing  are 
considered  to  be  least  harmful  methods  of  graz- 
ing. Grazing  management  employing  this  treat- 
ment includes  rest  rotation  treatment  C  and  D, 
deferred  rotation,  deferred,  and  some  of  the 
custodial  allotments.  Garrison  (1972,  p.  278)  found 
that  fall  and  winter  use  of  selected  species  is  the 
least  damaging  to  carbohydrate  reserves.  Defolia- 
tion of  50  to  60  percent  of  a  current  year's  growth 
is  less  harmful  in  the  fall,  early  or  late  winter,  and 
early  spring  than  in  late  spring  or  early  summer 
(Cook  et  al.  1971,  p.  51).  These  grazing  treatments 
allow  for  increased  reproduction,  seed  trampling, 
and  vigor  (Hormay,  1970  p.  18),  while  decreasing 
litter  accumulation. 

With  the  exception  of  those  custodial  allot- 
ments grazed  during  the  critical  period,  each  allot- 
ment   (484,590    acres)    would    have    rest    periods 
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from  livestock  grazing  (defoliation)  during  the 
critical  growing  period.  The  amount  of  rest 
needed  would  be  determined  by  the  species  that 
needed  the  most  rest  to  regain  vigor  after  it  had 
been  defoliated  during  the  critical  green  period 
(Hormay  1970,  p.  16).  The  amount  of  rest  neces- 
sary for  the  key  species  in  the  ES  area  is  con- 
sidered to  be  one  full  growing  season.  A  pasture 
in  the  484,590  acre  area  will  receive  this  rest  period 
approximately  once  every  two  to  four  years.  This 
professional  determination  is  based  upon  past  ex- 
perience with  existing  AMPs  in  the  area  and 
similar  situations.  Short-term  vegetation  impacts 
of  this  treatment  would  be  increased  vigor, 
reproduction,  seedling  establishment,  and  litter 
accumulation  (Hormay  1970,  p.  18). 

Table  3-7  shows  the  short-term  impacts  on  ter- 
restrial vegetation  that  would  occur  with  the  im- 
plementation of  the  various  grazing  systems,  trail- 
ing, custodial  management,  and  elimination  of 
grazing.  Short-term  impacts  listed  in  the  table 
would  last  one  year  for  each  treatment. 

Short-term  impacts  which  may  result  in  a 
decline  in  vegetative  condition  over  part  of  the 
ES  area  each  year  due  to  critical  period  grazing 
are  expected  to  be  more  than  offset  by  the  other 
short-term  impacts  resulting  from  periods  of  rest. 

Long-term  impacts  would  result  from  the  cumu- 
lative effects  of  the  short-term  impacts  by  2006. 
Table  3-8  compares  predicted  long-term  vegetative 
production  in  animal  unit  months  (AUMs), 
vegetative  density,  and  percent  composition  of 
key  species  with  the  present  and  potential  by  al- 
lotment. Table  3-9  identifies  expected  range  con- 
dition changes  by  2006  for  the  vegetative  types  in 
each  allotment.  Each  allotment  was  considered 
according  to  present  range  condition  and  trend, 
production,  time  frame,  and  proposed  grazing 
system  to  establish  allotment  specific  future  esti- 
mates. For  a  discussion  of  the  general  methodolo- 
gy used  for  range  condition  and  predicted  produc- 
tion changes  refer  to  appendix  4. 

The  proposed  rest  rotation  systems  on  404,300 
acres  are  expected  to  have  these  long-term  im- 
pacts: plant  responses  of  improved  vigor,  in- 
creased litter  accumulation,  and  increased  number 
of  established  plants  (vegetative  density)  as  well 
as  increased  percentage  composition  of  key  spe- 
cies. These  individual  plant  responses  could  result 
in  increased  forage  production.  Similar  impacts 
would  occur  for  deferred  rotation  (23,600  acres) 
and  deferred  grazing  (51,365  acres)  in  the  study 
area  as  listed  in  the  tables. 


A  study  by  L.  H.  Douglas  (1915)  showed,  for 
example,  that  a  19-acre  study  area,  grazed  after 
seed  maturity  in  1911  and  1912,  had  100  percent 
more  vegetation  per  unit  area  than  the  outside 
range  which  had  been  moderately  grazed  May  10 
to  September  15  each  year,  and  20  percent  more 
vegetation  than  the  one-acre  area  which  had  not 
been  grazed  at  all  from  June  1911  to  August  1913. 
In  addition,  a  study  at  the  Sonora  Experiment 
Station  in  west  Texas  (Keng  and  Merrill  1960)  in- 
dicated that  a  25  percent  increase  in  range  condi- 
tion and  forage  production  was  obtained  from  a 
four-pasture,  deferred  rotation  system  of  grazing 
as  compared  with  continuous  yearlong  grazing 
with  the  same  number  of  livestock. 

The  proposed  trailing  use  (on  480  acres)  is  ex- 
pected to  allow  for  reproduction,  seed  trampling, 
and  seedling  establishment,  which  should  allow 
more  annual  production  by  2006. 

Custodial  grazing  units  totalling  29,460  acres 
should  continue  with  present  trends.  As  shown  in 
the  tables,  where  the  trend  is  upward,  production, 
vegetative  density,  and  key  species  composition 
would  increase  by  2006. 

Elimination  of  grazing  on  nine  allotments  (3,020 
acres)  should  allow  increased  vigor,  litter  accumu- 
lation, and  reproduction  for  individual  plants. 
However,  in  a  study  by  McLean  and  Tisdale 
(1972)  in  British  Columbia  in  rough  fescue  and 
ponderosa  pine  zones,  it  took  up  to  40  years  for 
range  in  poor  condition  to  recover  to  good  when 
protected  from  livestock  grazing.  The  recovery 
from  fair  to  good  condition  was  more  rapid  (about 
20  years).  Little  change  in  plant  composition  took 
place  inside  the  exclosures  in  less  than  10  years 
following  fencing.  This  study  took  place  in  an  an- 
nual precipitation  zone  of  about  25  inches,  in 
rough  fescue  and  pine-bunchgrass  vegetative 
types.  Most  of  the  ES  area,  including  the  allot- 
ments proposed  for  elimination  of  grazing,  is  in 
annual  precipitation  zones  around  8  to  10  inches. 
The  conifer  type,  which  in  the  ES  area  cor- 
responds to  the  study  area's  vegetative  types,  is 
at  the  upper  elevations  of  the  area  with  an 
average  of  20  inches  precipitation  annually. 
Therefore,  it  could  be  assumed  that  the  time 
necessary  for  NRL  in  the  area  to  recover  to  good 
range  condition  would  be  well  over  40  years. 

Another  study  conducted  in  the  northwest  in  a 
ponderosa  pine-bunchgrass  range  indicated  that 
shrub  and  forb  production  decreased  more  under 
protection  from  cattle  grazing  (elimination)  than 
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LIST  OF  KEY  VEGETATIVE  SPECIES 
AND  SCIENTIFIC  ABBREVIATIONS 


Species 

Abbreviation 

Species  Name 

Common  Name 

GRASSES 

Agin 

Agropyron  intermedium 

Intermediate  wheatgrass 

Agcr 

Agropyron  cristatum 

Crested  wheatgrass 

Agsm 

Agropyron  smithii 

Western  wheatgrass 

Agtr 

Agropyron  trachycaulum 

Slender  wheatgrass 

Bogr 

Bouteloua  gracilis 

Blue  grama 

Brin 

Bromus  inermis 

Smooth  brome 

Feid 

Festuca  idahoensis 

Idaho  fescue 

Feth 

Festuca  thurberi 

Thurber  fescue 

Hi  ja 

Hi  1  aria  jamesii 

Galleta  grass 

Kocr 

Koeleria  cristata 

Junegrass 

Orhy 

Oryzopsis  hymenoides 

Indian  ricegrass 

Popr 

Poa  pratensis 

Kentucky  bluegrass 

Pose 

Poa  secunda 

Sandberg  bluegrass 

Sihy 

Si  tan ion  hystrix 

Bottlebrush  squirreltail 

Spcr 

Sporobolus  cryptandrus 

Sand  dropseed 

Stco 

Stipa  comata 

Needle-and-thread 

Stvi 

Stipa  viridula 

Green  needlegrass 

FORBS 

Basa 

Balsamorhiza  sagittata 

Arrowleaf  balsamroot 

Viam 

Vicia  americana 

American  vetch 

SHRUBS 

Amal 

Amelanchier  alnifolia 

Common  serviceberry 

Arno 

Artemisia  nova 

Black  sagebrush 

Artr 

Artemisia  tridentata 

Big  sagebrush 

Atca 

Atriplex  canescens 

Fourwing  saltbush 

Atco 

Atriplex  conferti folia 

Shadscale 

Atcr 

Atriplex  corrugata 

Mat  saltbush 

Atnu 

Atriplex  nuttalli 

Nuttall  saltbush 

Cemo 

Cercocarpus  montanus 

Mountain  mahogany 

Epvi 

Ephedra  viridis 

Mormon  tea 

Pera 

Peraphyllum 

ramosissimum 

Squaw  apple 

Putr 

Purshia  tridentata 

Bitterbrush 

Syor 

Symphoricarpos 

oreophilus 

Mountain  snowberry 
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under  any  level  of  cattle  grazing  (U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  no  date). 

Furthermore,  there  are  eleven  exclosures  in  the 
ES  area  on  which  livestock  grazing  has  been  ex- 
cluded from  10  to  38  years.  General  observations 
of  these  exclosures  show  that  there  have  been  no 
significant  changes  (less  than  4  percent)  in  vegeta- 
tive density  or  species  composition  due  to 
elimination  of  livestock  grazing.  Thus,  it  is  as- 
sumed that  by  2006  there  would  be  no  changes  in 
range  condition,  vegetative  density,  or  species 
composition  on  the  allotments  receiving  elimina- 
tion of  grazing. 

Overall,  through  the  year  2006,  it  is  estimated 
that  there  could  be  222,925  acres  in  good  range 
condition,  285,965  acres  in  fair  range  condition, 
and  16,885  acres  in  poor  range  condition.  These 
figures  represent  an  increase  of  197  percent  from 
acres  presently  in  good  range  condition,  an  in- 
crease of  33  percent  from  acres  presently  in  fair 
range  condition,  and  a  decrease  of  93  percent 
from  acres  presently  in  poor  range  condition. 
These  estimates  are  based  upon  theory,  profes- 
sional judgment,  and  extrapolation  of  trend  data 
for  ten  allotments  in  the  ES  area  and  studies  of 
other  allotments  in  the  Montrose  District,  includ- 
ing conclusions  drawn  in  published  studies  by 
Ratliff,  Reppert,  and  McConnen  (1972),  Keng  and 
Merrill  (1960),  and  Johnson  (1965). 

Expected  long-term  increases  in  vegetative 
cover  may  range  from  10  to  20  percent  as  a  result 
of  the  proposed  action.  Vegetative  composition 
may  increase  from  5  to  20  percent  for  species 
such  as  galleta  grass,  Indian  ricegrass,  wheat- 
grass,  fourwing  saltbush,  and  common  serviceber- 
ry.  (Refer  to  table  3-8).  Also  by  2006,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  there  may  be  an  additional  12,645 
AUMs  of  forage  produced  for  wildlife  and 
livestock.  However,  recognizing  that  predictions 
regarding  future  conditions  depend  on  assump- 
tions over  which  humans  may  have  little  control 
and  that  much  professional  judgment  and  estima- 
tion is  required,  it  is  the  cautious  expectation  that 
quality  and  quantity  of  forage  for  livestock  and 
wildlife  would  be  increased  by  implementation  of 
the  proposal. 

Range  Improvements 

Construction  of  range  improvements  would 
temporarily  remove  about  360  acres  from  produc- 
tion and  permanently  remove  approximately  25 
acres.  (For  a  list  of  range  improvements  by  allot- 


ment, refer  to  table  1-10;  the  number  of  acres 
disturbed  by  each  type  of  improvement  can  be 
found  in  table  3-1  under  Assumptions  and  Analy- 
sis Guidelines.)  Recovery  rates  for  the  temporari- 
ly removed  acres  would  be  closely  related  to 
precipitation;  however,  the  average  recovery  time 
would  be  approximately  five  years  for  the  ES 
area. 

In  addition  to  range  improvement  construction, 
there  would  be  29,610  acres  initially  disturbed  by 
vegetation  manipulations  (see  acres  disturbed 
columns  in  table  3-1).  For  methodology  and  as- 
sumptions made  on  range  condition  changes  from 
vegetation  manipulations,  refer  to  appendix  4. 

The  overall  impact  of  chaining  and  seeding  ap- 
proximately 20,880  acres  would  be  a  change  in 
species  composition  toward  more  grass  and 
browse  species  for  livestock  and  wildlife  use.  The 
long-term  impact  would  be  an  increase  in  forage 
production  from  about  100  pounds  per  acre  to  500 
pounds  per  acre  (Hurst  1976;  Buckhouse  and  Gif- 
ford  1976,  p.  300),  with  an  increase  in  vegetative 
density  from  40  percent  to  50  percent.  Range  con- 
dition of  these  acres  would  be  expected  to  change 
from  poor  and  fair  to  good  over  the  long  term. 

Interseeding  of  desirable  grass  and  browse  on 
approximately  8,665  acres  would  not  reduce  the 
percentage  of  shrub  density  by  more  than  5  or  10 
percent,  but  would  increase  the  total  plant  density 
of  the  treated  area  by  approximately  50  percent 
(Vallentine  1971).  Range  condition  would  be  ex- 
pected to  improve  one  class  on  the  acreage 
receiving  this  treatment. 

Contour  furrowing  would  have  a  short-term  im- 
pact of  removing  the  area  actually  furrowed 
(approximately  65  acres)  from  production  for  not 
more  than  eight  years.  The  long-term  impact  is 
expected  to  be  a  100  percent  increase  in  the 
overall  plant  density  of  approximately  1,250  acres 
in  two  subunits,  5030  V  Adobe  South  subunit  and 
5520  X  Lower  Horsefly  subunit  (Vallentine  1971, 
pp.  306-7).  Range  condition  would  be  expected  to 
change  from  poor  to  fair  over  the  long  term. 

Endangered  Plants 

The  proposed  action  would  have  the  following 
impacts  on  three  plants  on  the  proposed  Federal 
Register  list  of  endangered  plants  (Echinocereus 
triglochidiatus  var.  inermis,  Penstemon  retrorsus, 
and  Sclerocactus  glaucus)  and  on  Mimulus  east- 
woodiae,  which  is  not  proposed  for  the  Federal 
Register  but  is  very  rare  in  Colorado. 
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Echinocereus  triglochiadiatus  var.  inermis 

Although  it  is  not  known  whether  cattle  will  eat 
the  spineless  cactus,  Echinocereus  triglochidiatus 
var.  inermis,  it  is  certain  that  they  could  destroy 
it  by  trampling  it.  For  this  reason  the  proposed 
action  could  be  detrimental  to  Echinocereus 
triglochidiatus  var.  inermis. 

Penstemon  retrorsus 

Livestock  grazing  would  not  affect  the  vigor  of 
Penstemon  retrorsus,  since  livestock  do  not  graze 
this  plant.  However,  the  proposed  vegetation 
modification  on  allotments  5008  Brush  Point 
(interseeding,  2,555  acres)  and  5030  Bostwick 
Park  (contour  furrowing,  820  acres)  would  be 
harmful  to  Penstemon  retrorsus  populations  in  that 
their  critical  habitat  would  be  disturbed.  The  pur- 
pose of  these  vegetation  modifications  is  to 
replace  the  native  range  species  with  plants  that 
are  more  palatable  to  livestock.  In  this  case  one 
of  the  native  ranges  species  is  an  endangered 
plant,  and  the  vegetation  conversion  would  be 
detrimental  to  that  plant. 

Sclerocactus  glaucus 

It  is  not  likely  that  livestock  will  eat  the 
Sclerocactus  glaucus,  spined  cactus,  but  as  in  the 
case  of  Echinocereus  triglochidiatus  var.  inermis, 
they  could  very  easily  destroy  it  by  trampling  it. 
Thus,  the  proposed  action  could  be  harmful  to 
Sclerocactus  glaucus. 

Mimulus  eastwoodiae 

The  proposed  action  would  not  affect  Mimulus 
eastwoodiae,  due  to  the  inaccessible  nature  of 
Mimulus  eastwoodiae' 's  habitat  (water  seeps  on 
cliffs  of  Wingate  sandstone). 

Summary 

Short-term  impacts  under  spring  and  summer 
grazing  (treatments  A  and  B  in  rest  rotation, 
deferred  rotation,  trailing,  and  some  custodial 
management)  will  initially  decrease  plant  vigor, 
reproduction,  litter  accumulation,  and  seedling 
establishment  on  the  part  of  the  area  receiving 
these  treatments  each  year.  For  fall  and  winter  or 
dormant  season  grazing  (rest  rotation  treatments 
C  and  D,  deferred  rotation,  deferred,  and  some  of 
the  custodial  allotments),  short-term  impacts  will 
increase  reproduction,  seed  trampling  and  vigor, 
and  decrease  litter  accumulation  on  other  areas. 
Thus  rest  during  the  critical  growing  period  will 
increase  vigor,  reproduction,  seedling  establish- 
ment,   and    litter    accumulation.    (Refer    to    table 


3-7.)  Range  improvements  will  result  in  a  loss  of 
360  acres  from  vegetative  production  and  29,610 
acres  disturbed  but  returned  to  production. 

Long-term  impacts  (tables  3-8  and  3-9)  ex- 
pected to  occur  by  2006  are  difficult  to  predict. 
However,  by  2006,  it  is  estimated  that  there 
would  be  222,925  acres  in  good  range  condition, 
285,965  acres  in  fair  range  condition,  and  16,885 
acres  in  poor  range  condition.  For  most  of  the 
area,  increases  in  vegetative  cover  and  density  are 
expected.  It  is  estimated  that  present  production 
could  increase  from  51,315  AUMs  to  63,960 
AUMs. 

These  periods  of  rest  from  critical  period  graz- 
ing are  expected  to  more  than  offset  the  undesira- 
ble short-term  effects  of  treatments  A  and  B. 

Echinocereus  triglochidiatus  var.  inermis  and 
Sclerocactus  glaucus  could  be  trampled  by 
livestock.  There  appear  to  be  no  conflicts 
between  livestock  grazing  and  Penstemon  retrorsus 
or  Mimulus  eastwoodiae.  Vegetation  conversions 
would  disturb  Penstemon  retrorsus  habitat. 

Wildlife 

The  first  half  of  the  wildlife  section  deals  with 
the  impacts  of  the  proposed  action  on  terrestrial 
wildlife,  beginning  with  impacts  on  terrestrial  wil- 
dlife in  general.  The  impacts  on  the  following 
specific  species  are  then  analyzed:  mule  deer,  elk, 
antelope,  mountain  lion  and  black  bear,  small 
mammals,  waterfowl,  upland  game  birds,  raptors, 
other  nongame  birds,  and  endangered  species. 

The  second  half  of  the  wildlife  section  covers 
aquatic/riparian  habitat  and  wildlife.  First  the  im- 
pacts on  riparian  habitat  from  livestock  grazing 
are  discussed.  Second,  the  major  types  of  impacts 
on  aquatic  habitat  are  summarized,  comprising 
stream  bank  grazing  and  trampling,  sediment 
yield,  and  increased  water  temperatures.  Finally, 
the  proposed  action  is  analyzed  in  relation  to  its 
impact  on  each  stream  within  or  adjacent  to  allot- 
ments. 

A  summary  of  the  terrestrial  and 
aquatic/riparian  impacts  is  shown  in  table  3-17. 

Terrestrial 

General  Impacts 

The  proposed  grazing  systems  for  the  ES  area 
include  treatments  for  spring-summer,  fall,  and 
winter  grazing  and  for  custodial  management  (see 
chapter  1).  In  general  the  following  impacts  on 
wildlife  would  occur  wherever  the  various  treat- 
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merits  are  applied;  these  impacts  are  summarized 
in  table  3-10  by  allotments. 

Spring  livestock  grazing  would  result  in  a 
decrease  in  browse  vigor  and  reproduction,  a 
reduction  of  plant  growth  (see  vegetation  section), 
increased  competition  with  big  game  animals  dur- 
ing green-up  and  with  small  mammals  and  birds 
for  forage  and  related  insect  species,  increased 
predation  on  small  mammals  and  birds  due  to 
removal  of  ground  cover,  and  disruption  of  the 
life  patterns  of  wildlife. 

Fall  livestock  grazing  would  reduce  available 
winter  forage  for  big  game.  In  addition,  at  this 
time  of  year,  predatory  species  require  prey  spe- 
cies in  order  to  teach  their  young  to  hunt,  young 
birds  need  more  animal  matter  (insects),  and  the 
young  of  prey  species  (small  mammals)  venture 
forth.  The  interrelationships  are  quite  extensive, 
but  all  relate  to  vegetation — or  the  lack  of  it. 

Winter  grazing  by  livestock  could  be  more  ac- 
curately described  as  browsing.  All  herbivorous 
animal  species  turn  to  browse  for  maintenance 
through  the  winter,  and  browse  use  peaks  or 
reaches  maximum  utilization  for  all  species  at  this 
time.  This  causes  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
forage  available  to  wildlife  species.  However,  rest 
would  allow  all  forage  to  be  available  for  wildlife 
food  as  well  as  provide  increased  cover. 

The  above  treatments,  however,  cannot  be 
evaluated  by  themselves  but  must  be  considered 
within  the  framework  of  the  grazing  system.  (See 
Vegetation  and  Livestock  Grazing  for  complete 
discussions  of  the  systems.)  Under  the  proposed 
AMPs,  479,265  acres  would  have  rest  as  part  of 
the  grazing  system  (rest  rotation,  deferred  rota- 
tion, and  deferred  grazing).  The  short-term  im- 
pacts of  these  systems  would  be  (1)  competition 
during  spring  grazing  between  livestock  and  wil- 
dlife on  important  wildlife  winter  ranges,  (2) 
reduction  of  available  winter  forage  for  wildlife  in 
pastures  previously  grazed  by  livestock,  and  (3) 
lack  of  competition  and  complete  forage  availa- 
bility for  wildlife  in  pastures  rested  from  livestock 
grazing. 

There  would  be  gradual  increases  in  quantity 
and  quality  of  vegetation  (see  vegetation  section) 
throughout  the  ES  area,  depending  on  specific 
site  potential.  Estimated  changes  in  browse  condi- 
tion twenty  years  after  full  implementation  of  the 
grazing  systems  (2006)  are  shown  in  tables  3-1  1 
and  3-12  and  summarized  in  table  3-13  for  allot- 
ments proposed  for  rest  rotation,   deferred   rota- 


tion, and  deferred  grazing  systems  (methodology 
for  these  tables  is  located  in  appendix  5).  These 
gradual  increases  would  provide  more  forage  for 
grazing  animals  and  small  mammals  and  more 
nesting  sites  and  cover  for  birds,  resulting  in  an 
overall  improvement  in  habitats  for  most  species 
by  2006.  Improved  vegetative  conditions  would 
also  permit  general  improvement  in  the  health  of 
most  wildlife  species  present,  including  some 
potential  for  increases  in  numbers  of  animals 
present. 

Custodial  systems  would  have  impacts  on  the 
wildlife  on  2,510  acres  in  crucial  areas.  It  is  ex- 
pected in  the  ES  area  that  wildlife  would  maintain 
their  present  populations  on  these  allotments,  as 
vegetation  is  not  expected  to  change.  In  a  study 
by  McKean  and  Bateman  (1971),  livestock  were 
stocked  in  spring  and  fall  and  deer  from 
November  to  March  (similar  to  the  stocking 
proposed  for  custodial  management  in  the  ES 
area).  McKean  and  Bateman  found  (p.  119)  that 
browse  vigor  ratings  (generally  the  same  as  the 
good,  fair,  and  poor  browse  condition,  tables 
2-13,  2-14,  and  2-15)  were  unchanged  during  the 
years  of  their  study  (1961-1968),  except  for  three 
of  ten  pastures  where  small  advances  of  one  rat- 
ing occurred.  Some  improvement  was  evident  in 
the  other  pastures  but  not  enough  to  raise  the  rat- 
ing. 

In  the  ES  area,  results  similar  to  those  men- 
tioned above  are  expected  under  custodial  grazing 
management.  There  would  be  some  changes 
evident,  but  they  would  be  insufficent  to  raise  the 
areas  out  of  their  present  browse  category  in  ta- 
bles 2-13,  2-14,  and  2-15.  Six  transects  out  of  42 
are  expected  to  move  into  the  next  higher  condi- 
tion class;  however,  this  would  not  change  either 
the  allotment  condition  class  or  the  overall  condi- 
tion. 

Nine  allotments  (totaling  3,020  acres,  with  total 
grazing  privileges  of  226  AUMs)  are  proposed  for 
elimination  of  grazing.  Of  these,  1,110  acres  and 
138  AUMs  are  in  deer  crucial  areas.  Elimination 
of  grazing  would  eliminate  any  competition 
between  wildlife  and  livestock.  The  amount  of 
forage  and  cover  made  available  for  wildlife, 
however,  would  depend  on  the  amount  of  tradi- 
tional livestock  use  and  the  relative  importance  of 
the  allotment  for  wildlife  habitat. 

The  majority  of  the  livestock  elimination  would 
occur  in  areas  adjacent  to  the  proposed  Bureau  of 
Reclamation  (USBR)  Dallas  project.  These  lands 
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TABLE  3-11 
PREDICTED  FUTURE  BROWSE  CONDITION  IN  THE  DEER  CRUCIAL  AREAS  (BY  2006] 


Present  Condition 

Predicted 

Condition 

(by  2006) 

Allotment 
Name  and  Number 

(Acres) 

(Acres) 

Total 

Crucial  Area 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Acres 

Deer  Basin 

4017  Alkali  Flats, 

Pipeline  Pasture 

- 

80 

240 

- 

80 

240 

320 

4516  North  Fork, 

Deer  Basin  Pasture 

- 

240 

720 

- 

240 

720 

960 

Negro  Mesa 

4017  Alkali  Flats, 

Pi  pel ine  Pasture 

- 

120 

120 

- 

120 

120 

240 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon, 

Pasture  4 

- 

- 

240 

- 

- 

240 

240 

Oak  Creek 

4024  Dirty  George, 

South  Branch  Pasture 

- 

800 

- 

- 

800 

- 

800 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon, 

Pasture  1 

- 

- 

840 

- 

- 

840 

840 

Camp  Ridge 

4001  Dominguez 

- 

4,390 

10,970 

1,075 

4,390 

9,895 

15,360 

Dry  Mesa 

4006  Dry  Mesa: 

Subunit  B 

- 

2,415 

6,065 

595 

2,415 

5,470 

8,480 

Cottonwood  Mesa 

4005  Fall  Cabin 

- 

100 

260 

- 

100 

260 

360 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

- 

525 

1,315 

130 

525 

1,185 

1,840 

4008  25  Mesa 

- 

170 

430 

40 

170 

390 

600 

Monitor  Mesa 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

- 

935 

2,345 

230 

935 

2,115 

3,280 

4014  Joker 

- 

160 

400 

- 

160 

400 

560 

Winter  Mesa 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

- 

1,275 

3,205 

315 

1,275 

2,890 

4,480 

Camel  Back 

4012  Canal, 

Pasture  4 

- 

240 

600 

60 

240 

540 

840 

Pea  Green 

4012  Canal, 

Pastures  3  &  4 

- 

355 

885 

85 

355 

800 

1,240 

4013  Ben  Lowe, 

Ben  Lowe  &  Cedar  Pastures 

- 

605 

1,515 

150 

605 

1,365 

2,120 

Leroux  Creek 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

- 

540 

540 

- 

540 

540 

1,080 

4549  Dry  Creek 

- 

300 

900 

- 

300 

900 

1,200 

Horse  Park 

4504  Leroux  Creek 
4506  Oak  Mesa: 

- 

395 

1,200 

- 

395 

1,200 

1,595 

Subunit  G 

- 

80 

240 

- 

80 

240 

320 

Subunit  H 

- 

190 

560 

- 

190 

560 

750 

Oak  Mesa 

4507  Jay  Creek 

- 

585 

1,755 

- 

585 

1,755 

2,340 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

- 

60 

180 

- 

60 

180 

240 

Wakefield  Mesa 

4507  Jay  Creek 

- 

400 

1,200 

- 

400 

1,200 

1,600 

4511  Overland 

- 

- 

160 

- 

- 

160 

160 

4512  East  Roatcap 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

30 

30 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

Subunit  I  Roatcap 

- 

230 

690 

- 

230 

690 

920 

Fry  Mesa 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

Subunit  I  Roatcap 

- 

80 

240 

- 

80 

240 

320 

Subunit  J  Terror  Creek 

- 

190 

570 

- 

190 

570 

760 

Terror  Creek 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

Subunit  J  Terror  Creek 

- 

430 

1,290 

- 

430 

1,290 

1,720 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

- 

- 

320 

- 

- 

320 

320 

Paonia  Reservoir 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

- 

170 

510 

- 

170 

510 

680 

Minnesota  Creek 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

- 

540 

1,620 

- 

540 

1,620 

2,160 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

- 

130 

390 

- 

130 

390 

520 

Reynolds  Creek 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

- 

270 

810 

- 

270 

810 

1,080 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

- 

510 

1,530 

- 

510 

1,530 

2,040 

4537  Young's  Peak: 

Subunit  Q  Young's  Peak 

- 

70 

210 

- 

70 

210 

280 

Fruitland  Mesa 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

270 

840 

570 

270 

840 

570 

1,680 

5012  Cedar  Point 

20 

60 

40 

20 

60 

40 

120 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

- 

230 

690 

- 

230 

690 

920 

5014  Poison  Springs 

- 

- 

1,450 

- 

- 

1,450 

1,450 

5017  Green  Mountain 

- 

11,760 

1,680 

- 

11,760 

1,680 

13,440 

5038  Red  Canyon 

- 

- 

80 

- 

- 

80 

80 

5039  Onion  Valley 

- 

- 

40 

- 

- 

40 

40 

Note:  No  changes 

are  predicted  for  elk  crucial 

areas. 

Methodol 

ogy  for  this  table 

is  located 

in  appendix 

5. 
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TABLE  3-11 
PREDICTED  FUTURE  BROWSE  CONDITION  IN  THE  DEER  CRUCIAL  AREAS  (BY  2006)  (cont.) 


Allotment 
Name  and  Number 


Present  Condition 
(Acres) 


Good 


Fair 


Poor 


Predicted  Condition  (by  2006) 
(Acres) 


Good 


Fair 


Poor 


Total 
Acres 


Black  Ridge 


Dry  Fork 
Escalante 


Highway  90 


Happy  Canyon 

Along 

Highway  550 


Cerro  Summit 


4516  North  Fork: 
Subunit  M  Deer  Basin, 
Smith  Fork  Pasture 
5020  Black  Ridge 
5022  Rabbit  Gulch 

5502  Sandy  Wash 
5505  Transfer 
5507  Pipeline 
5513  Dry  Creek  Basin 

5516  Piney 
5507  Pipeline 

5521  Highway  90, 
Pastures  4  &  6 

5517  Spring  Creek  Canyon 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

5529  Log  Hill 

5530  Billy  Creek 

5552  Dallas 

5553  Fisher  Creek 
5557  Alkali 

5560  Cookie  Tree 
5572  McKenzie  Creek 
5003  Selig  Canal: 
Subunit  T 

Rawhide-Coffeepot 
5569  Hairpin 


595 

1,860 

1,270 

595 

1,860 

1,270 

3,725 

1,100 

3,435 

2,340 

1,100 

3,435 

2,340 

6,875 

- 

825 

425 

- 

825 

425 

1,250 

_ 

730 

1,830 

180 

730 

1,650 

2,560 

- 

570 

1,430 

140 

570 

1,290 

2,000 

770 

- 

2,310 

770 

770 

1,540 

3,080 

- 

500 

1,260 

125 

500 

1,135 

1,760 

- 

680 

- 

680 

- 

- 

680 

1,340 

- 

4,020 

1,340 

1,340 

2,680 

5,360 

_ 

280 

720 

70 

280 

650 

1,000 

- 

125 

315 

30 

125 

285 

440 

- 

- 

2,160 

- 

- 

2,160 

2,160 

_ 

_ 

120 

_ 

_ 

120 

120 

- 

- 

240 

- 

- 

240 

240 

- 

- 

80 

- 

- 

80 

80 

- 

480 

- 

- 

480 

- 

480 

- 

- 

160 

- 

- 

160 

160 

- 

- 

280 

- 

- 

280 

280 

- 

- 

110 

- 

- 

110 

110 

480 


140 


360 


480 
35 


140 


325 


480 
500 


TOTALS 


4,575 


40,095   69,075 


8,515    41,525    63,705   113,745 
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TABLE  3-12 
PREDICTED  FUTURE  BROWSE  CONDITION  IN  THE  NONCRUCIAL  AREAS  (BY  2006) 


Allotment 

Present  Ac 

res 

Predicted 
Good 

Acres  (By  2006) 
Fair     Poor 

Total 

Name  &  Number 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Acres 

4001  Dominguez 

. 

13,660 

34,275 

3,355 

13 

,660 

30,920 

47,935 

4002  Lower  Escalante 

- 

480 

1,210 

120 

480 

1,090 

1,690 

4006  Dry  Mesa 

- 

4,255 

10,680 

1,045 

4 

,255 

9,635 

14,935 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

- 

3,220 

8,075 

790 

3 

,220 

7,285 

11,295 

4008  25  Mesa 

- 

2,155 

5,410 

530 

2 

,155 

4,880 

7,565 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

- 

4,360 

10,935 

1,070 

4 

,360 

9,865 

15,295 

4012  Canal 

- 

1,225 

3,065 

300 

1 

,225 

2,765 

4,290 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

- 

750 

1,885 

185 

750 

1,700 

2,635 

4014  Joker 

- 

525 

1,310 

- 

525 

1,310 

1,835 

4015  White  Ranch 

- 

120 

295 

- 

120 

295 

415 

4016  Wells  Gulch 

- 

305 

755 

- 

305 

755 

1,060 

4017  Alkali  Flats 

- 

2,820 

7,080 

- 

2 

,820 

7,080 

9,900 

4022  Petrie  Mesa 

- 

1,940 

4,865 

- 

1 

,940 

4,865 

6,805 

4024  Dirty  George 

- 

2,385 

- 

- 

2 

,385 

- 

2,385 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon 

- 

- 

4,230 

- 

- 

4,230 

4,230 

4026  Escalante  Canyon 

- 

305 

755 

- 

305 

755 

1,060 

4501  Milk  Creek 

- 

30 

75 

- 

30 

75 

105 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux 

- 

805 

2,425 

- 

805 

2,425 

3,230 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

- 

270 

810 

- 

270 

810 

1,080 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

- 

640 

1,915 

- 

640 

1,915 

2,555 

4505  Juniper  Knob 

- 

- 

120 

- 

- 

120 

120 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

- 

335 

1,015 

- 

335 

1,015 

1,350 

4507  Jay  Creek 

- 

2,300 

6,905 

- 

2 

,300 

6,905 

9,205 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

- 

105 

325 

- 

105 

325 

430 

4511  Overland 

- 

40 

120 

- 

40 

120 

160 

4512  East  Roatcap 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

30 

30 

4513  Stevens  Gulch 

- 

1,635 

4,920 

- 

1 

,635 

4,920 

6,555 

4514  Upper  Terror  Creek 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

30 

30 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

- 

155 

465 

- 

155 

465 

620 

4516  North  Fork 

- 

2,125 

6,365 

- 

2 

,125 

6,365 

8,490 

4517  Coal  Gulch 

- 

1,705 

5,115 

- 

1 

,705 

5,115 

6,820 

4518  Pilot  Creek 

- 

- 

45 

- 

- 

45 

45 

4519  Muddy  Creek 

- 

125 

375 

- 

125 

375 

500 

4520  Spring  Creek 

- 

30 

90 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4521  Stock  Driveway 

- 

30 

90 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4522  Downing 

- 

30 

90 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4523  Williams  Creek 

- 

25 

85 

- 

25 

85 

110 

4524  Deep  Creek 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

15 

15 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

- 

260 

780 

- 

260 

780 

1,040 

4526  Crystal  Creek 

- 

110 

335 

- 

110 

335 

445 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

- 

995 

2,995 

- 

995 

2,995 

3,990 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

- 

900 

2,700 

- 

900 

2,700 

3,600 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

- 

300 

900 

- 

300 

900 

1,200 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

- 

575 

1,730 

- 

575 

1,730 

2,305 

4531  Popp  Ranch 

- 

65 

200 

- 

65 

200 

265 

4532  McDonald  Ranch 

- 

440 

1,320 

- 

440 

1,320 

1,760 

4536  West  Young's  Peak 

- 

25 

85 

- 

25 

85 

110 

4537  Young's  Peak 

- 

630 

1,890 

- 

630 

1,890 

2,520 

4538  Missouri  Flats 

- 

30 

90 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4539  Cottonwood  Creek 

- 

30 

90 

- 

30 

90 

120 

4540  North  Saddle  Peak 

- 

60 

180 

- 

60 

180 

240 

4541  Sunshine  Mesa 

- 

- 

40 

t- 

- 

40 

40 

4543  South  Saddle  Peak 

- 

55 

165 

- 

55 

165 

220 

4549  Dry  Creek 

- 

775 

2,335 

- 

775 

2,335 

3,110 

5002  Dedication  Site 

305 

960 

650 

305 

960 

650 

1,915 

5003  Sellg  Canal 

3,265 

- 

- 

3,265 

- 

- 

3,265 

5008  Brush  Point 

- 

- 

5,775 

- 

- 

5,775 

5,775 

5010  Dead  Horse 

155 

475 

325 

155 

475 

325 

955 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

450 

1,415 

960 

450 

1 

,415 

960 

2,825 

5012  Cedar  Point 

100 

310 

210 

100 

310 

210 

620 

Note:  Methodology  for  this  table 
pinyon-juniper,  sagebrush,  or  mou 
the  allotments  located  in  crucial 
included  but  can  be  found  in  tab! 
a  summary  table  for  predicted  fut 


is  located  in  appendix 
ntain  shrub.  In  additio 

areas.  Allotments  that 
e  3-11,  which  provides  a 
ure  browse  condition. 


5.  This  table  includes 
n,  this  table  includes 
fall  entirely  within  c 
breakdown  by  crucial  a 


only  allotments  with 
some,  but  not  all ,  of 
rucial  areas  are  not 
rea.  Table  3-13  is 
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TABLE  3-1Z 
PREDICTED  FUTURE  BROWSE  CONDITION  IN  THE  NONCRUCIAL  AREAS  (By  2006)(Cont. 


Allotment 

Present  Ac 

res 

Predicted 
Good 

Acres  (By  2006) 
Fair     Poor 

Total 

Name  &  Number 

Good 

Fair 

1 

Poor 

Acres 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

_ 

_ 

1 

,335 

_ 

1 

,335 

1,335 

5014  Poison  Spring 

- 

1,570 

- 

- 

1 

,570 

- 

1,570 

5015  Grizzly  Gulch 

- 

- 

1 

,930 

- 

- 

1 

,930 

1,930 

5016  Black  Canyon 

70 

220 

150 

70 

220 

150 

440 

5017  Green  Mountain 

- 

18,220 

2 

,605 

- 

18 

,220 

2 

,605 

20,825 

5025  Fruitland  Mesa 

- 

80 

- 

- 

80 

- 

80 

5027  Adobe 

50 

150 

100 

50 

150 

100 

300 

5028  Doug  Creek 

65 

200 

135 

65 

200 

135 

400 

5029  Spring  Gulch 

210 

660 

450 

210 

660 

450 

1,320 

5030  Bostwick  Park 

330 

1,030 

705 

330 

1 

,030 

705 

2,065 

5033  Pinyon  Spring 

- 

1,030 

- 

- 

1 

,030 

- 

1,030 

5037  Black  Mesa 

60 

180 

120 

60 

180 

120 

360 

5040  Pine  Ridge 

- 

30 

30 

- 

30 

30 

60 

5041  East  Gould  Reservoir 

100 

310 

210 

100 

310 

210 

620 

5043  Collins 

30 

100 

70 

30 

100 

70 

200 

5044  Big  Pasture 

30 

100 

70 

30 

100 

70 

200 

5045  Black  Bullet 

- 

70 

20 

- 

70 

20 

90 

5046  Big  Gulch 

- 

30 

30 

- 

30 

30 

60 

5047  Mesa  Creek 

50 

150 

100 

50 

150 

100 

300 

5048  Morrow  Point 

25 

75 

55 

25 

75 

55 

155 

5049  Smith  Fork 

70 

225 

155 

70 

225 

155 

450 

5050  Allen  Reservoir 

30 

100 

70 

30 

100 

70 

200 

5502  Sandy  Wash 

- 

1,685 

4 

,225 

415 

1 

,685 

3 

,810 

5,910 

5503  Green 

- 

130 

320 

30 

130 

290 

450 

5504  Roatcap 

- 

715 

1 

,795 

175 

715 

1 

,620 

2,510 

5505  Transfer 

- 

680 

1 

,710 

170 

680 

1 

,540 

2,390 

5507  Pipeline 

4,740 

- 

14 

,210 

4,740 

4 

,740 

9 

,470 

18,950 

5508  Government  Springs 

- 

645 

1 

,615 

160 

645 

1 

,455 

2,260 

5510  Bald  Hills 

- 

60 

145 

- 

60 

145 

205 

5511  Shavano  Mesa 

- 

210 

530 

50 

210 

480 

740 

5512  Franklin  Mesa 

- 

1,000 

2 

,520 

245 

1 

,000 

2 

,275 

3,520 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin 

- 

- 

5 

,425 

- 

- 

5 

,425 

5,425 

5514  East  Fork  Dry  Creek 

- 

40 

90 

- 

40 

90 

130 

5515  Olathe  Reservoir 

- 

55 

130 

- 

55 

130 

185 

5516  Piney 

- 

8,335 

- 

- 

8 

,335 

- 

8,335 

5518  Dave  Wood 

- 

730 

1 

,835 

180 

730 

1 

,655 

2,565 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 

- 

5,535 

- 

- 

5 

,535 

- 

5,535 

5521  Highway  90 

- 

1,770 

4 

,445 

435 

1 

,770 

4 

,010 

6,215 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

- 

- 

19 

,785 

- 

3 

,960 

15 

,825 

19,785 

5523  Horsefly 

- 

185 

455 

45 

185 

410 

640 

5524  Duckett  Draw 

- 

80 

195 

- 

80 

195 

275 

5525  Dry  Creek 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

25 

25 

5529  Log  Hill 

- 

- 

4 

,345 

- 

- 

4 

,345 

4,345 

5530  Billy  Creek 

- 

- 

3 

,310 

- 

- 

3 

,310 

3,310 

5532  Burro  Ridge 

- 

60 

140 

15 

60 

125 

200 

5533  Onion  Lakes 

- 

60 

140 

15 

60 

125 

200 

5534  Shin  Park 

- 

135 

335 

35 

135 

300 

470 

5535  Cedar  Creek 

- 

50 

120 

- 

50 

120 

170 

5540  Dry  Gulch 

- 

- 

4 

,690 

- 

- 

4 

,690 

4,690 

5543  Waugh 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

15 

15 

5545  Henshaw 

- 

50 

120 

10 

50 

110 

170 

5546  Waterdog  Basin 

- 

115 

285 

30 

115 

255 

400 

5548  Washboard  Rock 

- 

- 

40 

- 

- 

40 

40 

5549  High  Park 

- 

- 

40 

- 

- 

40 

40 

5551  Dexter  Creek 

- 

- 

65 

- 

- 

65 

65 

5552  Dallas 

- 

70 

170 

- 

70 

170 

240 

5555  Taylor  Draw 

- 

- 

325 

- 

- 

325 

325 

5556  Burro  Creek 

- 

35 

85 

- 

35 

85 

120 

5557  Alkali 

- 

- 

485 

- 

- 

485 

485 

5559  South  Fork 

- 

35 

85 

- 

35 

85 

120 

5560  Cookie  Tree 

- 

- 

640 

- 

- 

640 

640 

5561  East  Fork 

- 

- 

80 

- 

- 

80 

80 

5562  Hillside 

- 

45 

115 

10 

45 

105 

160 

5563  Moonshine  Park 

- 

40 

110 

- 

40 

110 

150 

5564  Gravel  Pit 

- 

- 

40 

- 

- 

40 

40 

5565  Tommy  Creek 

- 

30 

80 

- 

30 

80 

110 

5566  Cow  Creek 

- 

100 

255 

25 

100 

230 

355 

5567  Busted  Boiler 

- 

- 

40 

- 

- 

40 

40 

5568  Baldy 

- 

70 

185 

- 

70 

185 

255 

5570  Cedar 

- 

605 

1 

,520 

150 

605 

1 

,370 

2,125 

5574  Tappan  Creek 

- 

70 

170 

- 

70 

170 

240 

TOTALS 

10,135 

105,255 

235 

,830 

19,725 

113 

,955 

217 

,540 

351,220 
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have  been  designated  as  wildlife  areas  by  USBR. 
Wildlife  use  would  increase  for  a  short  time  as 
more  forage  is  available;  however,  due  to  the 
small  acreage  involved  and  the  fact  that  part  of 
these  lands  would  be  inundated,  populations  of 
wildlife  are  not  expected  to  increase. 

The  proposed  improvements  and  vegetation 
manipulations  (listed  in  table  1-10)  would  tem- 
porarily disturb  approximately  29,970  acres  of 
vegetation,  which  provides  food  and  cover  for 
wildlife.  The  long-term  loss  of  habitat  is  con- 
sidered insignificant  when  compared  with  the  total 
amount  of  habitat  available.  All  mobile  animals 
would  be  displaced  temporarily.  Immobile 
animals,  small  mammal  and  snake  dens,  and 
ground  nests  of  birds  would  be  destroyed  within 
the  29,970  acres  that  would  be  disturbed. 

Water  developments  throughout  the  ES  area 
would  greatly  improve  wildlife  habitat  by  inducing 
a  more  equitable  distribution  of  livestock,  thereby 
lessening  the  competition  for  forage  by  providing 
water  in  previously  dry  areas,  increasing  the 
amount  of  habitat  that  is  usable;  by  providing 
more  water  bodies  for  waterfowl  nesting,  brood- 
ing, and  resting;  and  by  increasing  habitat  for  am- 
phibians. 

Operation  of  pumpwell  motors  could  disturb 
wildlife,  but  the  animals  would  most  likely 
become  accustomed  to  the  sound.  The  habitat  in- 
undated by  reservoirs  would  be  destroyed  for  the 
life  of  the  project,  but  reservoirs  would  provide 
87  seasonal  sources  of  water  for  wildlife.  Water 
catchments  and  storage  tanks  would  provide  a 
more  stable  source  of  water  in  marginal  areas  of 
the  ES  area  by  storing  water  and  allowing  the 
flow  to  be  regulated  by  float  valves  in  the 
troughs.  Water  troughs  serviced  by  the  proposed 
pipelines  would  be  additional  seasonal  wildlife 
watering  areas.  However,  during  the  life  of  the 
project,  trampling  by  livestock  would  continue  to 
destroy  vegetation,  which  had  provided  food  and 
cover  for  wildlife,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
trough. 

Long-term  impacts  of  chaining  and  seeding  and 
of  interseeding  would  be  increased  vegetative 
cover  and  forage  for  wildlife.  Long-term  impacts 
of  contour  furrowing  would  be  increased  vegeta- 
tive growth  from  seeding  and  accelerated  growth 
from  other  plants  as  a  result  of  water  percolation. 

In  the  following  discussion  of  impacts  on 
specific  species,  the  percentage  increase  would  be 
to  what  is  thought  to  be  the  optimum  production 


levels  for  the  ES  area.  Optimum  wildlife  produc- 
tion occurs  at  some  point  near  the  middle  of 
population  growth.  Limiting  factors  that  are  de- 
pendent on  maximum  population  numbers  are  not 
working  at  full  strength  because  of  the  median 
population  level;  and  the  number  of  healthy, 
producing  animals  is  at  almost  a  maximum  level. 
This  point  allows  the  maximum  animal  increase  to 
be  available  for  sport  harvest,  and  this  number 
must  be  removed  to  allow  the  herd  to  remain  at 
maximum  production. 

Big  Game 

Mule  Deer 

Mule  deer  begin  eating  the  green  shoots  of 
grasses  as  soon  as  they  appear  in  the  spring;  this 
increases  the  amount  of  competition  between 
mule  deer  and  livestock,  because  all  grazing 
animals  are  eating  these  shoots.  As  competition 
increases,  the  amount  of  energy  expended  to 
locate  these  shoots  can  put  the  deer  under  an  ad- 
ditional stress  that  could  cause  the  death  of  old  or 
weakened  animals  and  the  loss  of  fetuses  in 
pregnant  does.  Weakened  fawns  could  be  born  if 
the  doe  can  get  enough  nutrients  to  develop  the 
fetus  adequately,  but  these  fawns  may  not  sur- 
vive. The  allotments  where  this  could  occur  are  in 
the  crucial  areas  where  spring  grazing  occurs. 
(Table  A- 11  in  appendix  5  shows  proposed  allot- 
ments, livestock  class,  and  season  of  use  in  deer 
crucial  areas.) 

Summer  grazing  in  the  ES  area  results  in  some 
competition  with  some  small  resident  deer  herds, 
although  most  mule  deer  are  up  on  national  forest 
lands  (NFL).  In  addition,  summer  grazing  would 
reduce  the  amount  of  available  winter  forage  in 
the  crucial  areas  where  it  occurs  (4012  Canal, 
4504  Leroux  Creek,  4507  Jay  Creek,  4512  East 
Roatcap,  5020  Black  Ridge,  and  5516  Piney; 
11,920  crucial  area  acres;  AUMs:  cattle-2,479, 
sheep-400,  domestic  horses-17).  Cattle  begin  eat- 
ing browse  in  July  as  grasses  and  forbs  lose  their 
palatability,  while  sheep  diets  and  deer  diets  over- 
lap all  year.  This  grazing  would  reduce  winter 
forage. 

In  the  fall,  the  mule  deer  begin  to  appear  on 
NRL.  Mule  deer  fawns  are  weaned  in  September, 
and  weaning  time  is  critical  because  suitable  green 
forage  must  be  available  (U.S.  Department  of  the 
Interior  1974).  In  addition,  food  condition  during 
the  summer  and  fall  preceding  the  mating  season 
appears    to    be    a    major    factor    controlling    the 
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number  of  fawns  developing  per  mule  deer  doe 
(U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  1974).  A  defi- 
ciency in  this  nutritional  requirement  reduces  the 
reproductive  capacity  of  the  herd. 

Livestock  begin  to  take  more  browse  in  the  fall 
as  the  succulent  forbs  and  grasses  decline  in 
palatability.  This  increased  browsing  reduces  the 
amount  available  to  fawns  and  does.  Fall 
livestock  grazing  occurs  on  all  crucial  areas  as 
shown  on  table  A- 11  (appendix  5)  but  not  on  all 
acres  because  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed  graz- 
ing systems.  Summer  and  fall  livestock  grazing 
also  reduces  the  amount  of  winter  forage  that 
would  be  available  for  wildlife. 

Winter  is  the  most  critical  time  of  the  year  for 
mule  deer  in  the  ES  area;  it  is  also  the  time  of 
year  when  they  are  present  on  NRL  in  the 
greatest  numbers.  Therefore,  forage  availability 
and  abundance  on  NRL  at  this  time  of  year  is  the 
most  important.  Concentration  (crucial)  areas 
have  been  identified  and  are  presented  in  table 
3-11  with  their  browse  condition.  Eight  allotments 
in  crucial  areas  have  proposed  winter  grazing: 
4001  Dominguez,  4006  Dry  Mesa,  4008  25  Mesa, 
4017  Alkali  Flats,  4516  North  Fork,  5002  Sandy 
Wash,  5513  Dry  Creek  Basin,  and  5522  Beaver 
Hill.  Of  these,  five  are  sheep  allotments,  and  six 
are  proposed  for  rest  rotation  systems  and  two 
for  deferred  systems.  These  allotments  account 
for  28  percent  of  the  crucial  areas  acreage  (32,440 
acres),  about  one-half  of  which  (15,360  acres)  is 
in  4001  Dominguez  allotment  (rest  rotation-cattle). 

The  reduction  of  available  forage  could  cause 
the  older  and  weakened  deer  to  succumb  to  the 
rigors  of  winter  stress  and  could  also  reduce  the 
reproduction  of  the  herd.  Does,  if  wintered  on  in- 
adequate food,  may  lose  about  30  percent  of  their 
fawns  even  if  spring  foods  are  plentiful  (U.S.  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  1974).  The  greatest  im- 
pacts in  the  ES  area  would  be  in  sheep  allotments 
in  crucial  areas  (10,765  acres,  5,282  AUMs). 

Rest  rotation,  deferred  rotation,  and  deferred 
systems  have  rest  built  into  the  systems.  In  the 
rested  pastures,  all  forage  and,  in  pastures  where 
grazing  has  been  deferred,  all  regrowth  are  availa- 
ble for  wildlife  food  and  cover.  It  is  expected  that 
these  periods  of  rest  would  offset  the  impacts 
identified  earlier. 

McKean  and  Bateman  (1971,  pg.  61),  utilizing 
proper  use  as  determined  by  range  survey,  found 
that  sheep  and  deer  do  not  significantly  compete 
under  proper  use.   Range  survey  data  were  also 


used  in  the  ES  area  to  determine  proper  use,  and 
these  figures  were  utilized  in  determining  the 
proposed  action.  Therefore,  no  significant  com- 
petition (more  than  25  percent  browse  in  sheep 
diet)  would  occur  under  the  proposed  action.  It 
should  be  noted  further  that  the  periods  of  use 
utilized  in  the  above  study  correspond  to  the 
proposed  custodial  systems.  Rest  rotation, 
deferred  rotation,  and  deferred  systems  are  ex- 
pected to  reduce  the  competition  even  further. 

Deer  are  creatures  of  habit  and  will  return  to 
the  same  areas  year  after  year  (Taylor  1956; 
Tueller  and  Monroe,  no  date).  Because  of  this 
tendency,  deer  have  been  known  to  starve  to 
death  in  an  overutilized  area  almost  within  view 
of  adequate  forage.  This  is  not  expected  to  occur 
in  the  ES  area  because  of  the  rest  that  will  allow 
browse  to  recover  from  livestock  grazing.  Mule 
deer  have  been  found  to  utilize  pastures  where 
livestock  grazing  has  occurred  because  of  the 
deer's  preference  for  grazing  in  areas  where  stub- 
ble has  been  removed  (U.S.  Department  of  the  In- 
terior 1974). 

Elimination  of  grazing  on  3,020  acres  (226 
AUMs)  would  primarily  affect  deer.  The  allot- 
ments in  the  crucial  areas  (1,110  acres,  138 
AUMs)  would  have  increased  use  for  a  short 
while  until  this  area  is  inundated  and  then  use 
would  decrease.  Mule  deer  populations  on  these 
allotments  are  not  expected  to  increase. 

Short-term  increases  in  the  population  of  deer 
are  not  expected  to  be  significant;  however,  as 
the  forage  available  increases  the  population  over 
the  long  term  would  show  the  greatest  amount  of 
change.  Twenty  years  after  full  implementation 
(2006)  the  mule  deer  populations  are  expected  to 
increase  by  2,200  to  4,500  wintering  deer  (15  to  30 
percent  of  the  present  population).  This  would  be 
brought  about  by  the  increase  in  vigor  and  health 
of  browse  plants  for  the  mule  deer;  by  a  more 
equitable  distribution  of  livestock  by  range  im- 
provements; and  by  the  projected  vegetation  in- 
creases in  the  ES  area. 

Elk 

The  short-term  impacts  of  the  grazing  manage- 
ment systems  on  the  elk  are  identified  in  table 
3-10.  In  the  ES  area,  there  are  no  areas  where  elk 
are  present  in  the  late  spring,  summer,  or  early 
fall;  therefore,  the  impacts  of  livestock  grazing 
would  be  directly  on  the  amount  of  winter  forage 
available  for  the  elk.  (Table  A- 12  in  appendix  5 
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shows  elk  crucial  winter  areas  with  proposed  al- 
lotments, livestock  class,  and  season  of  use). 

Browse  condition  in  the  elk  crucial  areas  is  not 
expected  to  change.  Generally,  however,  there 
would  be  a  reduction  of  forage  in  the  pastures 
being  grazed  in  any  given  year.  It  should  be  noted 
that  on  allotments  4509  Upper  Jay  Creek,  4515 
Freeman  Gulch,  and  4520  Spring  Creek,  rest  is 
not  provided  in  the  grazing  management  systems; 
these  allotments  comprise  700  acres  of  the  elk 
crucial  areas  and  would  supply  144  AUMs  of  cat- 
tle use.  All  other  allotments  have  some  rest  built 
into  their  systems.  The  rested  pastures  and  all 
growth  after  spring  grazing  would  be  available  for 
the  elk  to  use  since  the  systems  are  designed  not 
to  use  the  same  pasture  for  spring  and  fall  grazing 
the  same  year.  Fall  livestock  grazing  would  also 
directly  affect  the  elk  because  of  the  lack  of 
regrowth  before  the  elk  move  into  an  area. 

The  preliminary  findings  of  the  Montana 
Cooperative  Elk-Logging  Study  (Lonner  1976)  in- 
dicate that  elk  will  not  go  into  an  area  where  cat- 
tle have  been  and  will  move  out  of  an  area  as  cat- 
tle move  in.  If  this  study  fully  applies  to  the  ES 
area,  the  majority  of  the  elk  use  would  be  in  the 
rested  pastures  with  some  use  of  the  other 
pastures  because  of  the  tendency  of  elk  to  follow 
the  same  routes  to  the  same  areas  year  after  year. 
Small  elk  populations  in  the  ES  area  do  not  place 
extreme  pressure  on  the  vegetation  in  these  rested 
pastures.  The  ability  of  elk  to  tolerate  deeper 
snows  allows  them  to  stay  in  higher  elevation 
areas  in  the  winter  and  to  move  up  country  earlier 
than  cattle  in  the  spring.  Under  the  deferred  rota- 
tion systems  proposed  for  elk  crucial  areas  (1,200 
acres;  313  AUMs)  cattle  would  be  in  some  portion 
of  the  allotment  during  the  year.  It  is  expected  in 
these  allotments  that  the  elk  would  use  the 
pastures  where  spring  livestock  grazing  had  oc- 
curred. The  Montana  study  does  not  state  for  how 
long  the  cattle  must  be  off  the  allotments  prior  to 
elk  use,  but  (if  this  study  fully  applies  to  the  ES 
area)  the  regrowth  of  the  vegetation  and  the  five 
to  six  months  between  cattle  and  elk  use  would 
tend  to  reduce  the  evidence  of  cattle  presence  and 
elk  are  expected  to  then  use  the  pasture. 

Short-term  increases  in  the  population  of  elk 
are  not  expected  to  be  significant;  however,  as 
the  forage  available  increases,  the  population  over 
the  long  term  would  show  the  greatest  amount  of 
change.  Long-term  population  increases  under  the 
proposed    grazing    management    systems    are    ex- 


pected to  be  96  to  156  wintering  elk  (8  to  13  per- 
cent of  the  present  population)  by  2006.  Increased 
forage  and  improved  livestock  distribution  would 
be  responsible  for  these  increases. 

Deer  and  Elk 

Short-term  impacts  of  fence  construction  are 
not  significant  but  new  fences  tend  to  disorient 
big  game  species.  Initially,  as  many  as  ten  deer  a 
year  could  die  as  a  result  of  entanglement  in  new 
fences.  After  the  animals  become  used  to  these 
new  fences  this  loss  would  decrease.  Entangle- 
ment often  occurs  when  animals  are  weak  due  to 
stresses,  such  as  winter  starvation,  and  are  unable 
to  jump  high  enough.  An  estimated  average  of 
five  deer  would  die  annually  as  a  result  of  entan- 
glements in  the  fences  over  the  long  term. 

Short-term  impacts  of  all  vegetation  projects 
would  be  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  forage  and 
cover  for  big  game  and  disruption  of  life  patterns, 
causing  an  additional  energy  drain  and  stress  on 
wildlife.  These  short-term  impacts  would  occur 
only  once;  they  would  not  be  repeated  year  after 
year.  However,  the  decreased  forage  and  cover 
for  big  game  animals  would  take  time  to  be 
reestablished,  and  during  this  period  there  would 
be  increased  competition  with  livestock  for 
remaining  forage. 

The  greatest  impacts  on  elk  and  deer  would  be 
generated  by  the  proposed  chainings  and  seedings. 
A  drastic  vegetation  change  would  occur  in  a  very 
short  period  of  time  and  involve  a  large  acreage 
(20,880).  At  present  the  majority  of  the  pinyon-ju- 
niper  in  the  ES  area  is  in  almost  pure  stands  with 
very  little,  if  any  understory.  This  is  not  the  best 
habitat  for  big  game.  Deer  and  elk  are  succes- 
sional  wildlife  and  do  best  on  areas  maintained  at 
subclimax  levels  by  logging,  fire,  grazing,  or  other 
vegetative  disturbance  (Taylor  1956;  Dasman 
1964;  Leopold  1966;  and  Tueller  and  Monroe,  no 
date).  Chaining  would  produce  these  subclimax 
stages.  Therefore,  they  would  result  in  an  in- 
crease in  big  game  forage  and  a  corresponding  in- 
crease in  numbers  of  wildlife.  (See  Vegetation  for 
amount  of  vegetation  production;  these  figures 
were  taken  into  consideration  when  population 
changes  for  the  area  were  predicted.) 

Antelope 

Antelope  inhabit  portions  of  NRL  yearlong. 
The  crucial  areas  of  allotments  4016  Wells  Gulch 
and  4017  Alkali  Flats  would  be  utilized  by 
livestock  in  spring,  fall,  and  winter,  and  they  are 
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proposed  for  rest  rotation  systems.  Under  spring 
grazing,  competition  would  exist  in  the  antelope 
area  where  sheep  are  being  grazed.  This  would 
also  affect  the  young  antelope  later  in  the  year 
because  this  would  remove  most  of  the  available 
forbs  and  grass. 

Fall  grazing  includes  the  time  when  antelope 
fawns  are  being  weaned.  Grazing  at  this  time 
reduces  the  amount  of  forage  for  the  young  an- 
telope. This  is  especially  critical  because  young 
antelope  require  adequate  green  forage  for  sur- 
vival. 

Winter  grazing  produces  the  most  competitive 
time  of  year,  especially  where  sheep  and  antelope 
share  the  same  wintering  ground  as  they  would 
one  year  out  of  three  in  4016  Wells  Gulch  and  one 
year  out  of  four  on  4017  Alkali  Flats.  The  length 
of  time  between  periods  of  winter  sheep  use 
reduces  this  competition. 

Short-term  increases  in  the  population  of  an- 
telope are  not  expected  to  be  significant;  how- 
ever, as  the  forage  available  increases,  the  popu- 
lation over  the  long  term  would  show  the  greatest 
amount  of  change.  With  the  projected  increases  in 
vegetation,  the  better  distribution  of  livestock, 
and  the  reduced  competition  because  of  the  rest 
rotation  systems  proposed,  the  antelope  are  ex- 
pected to  increase  75  to  100  animals  (21  to  29  per- 
cent) over  the  long  term  (by  2006). 

Mountain  Lion  and  Black  Bear 

Mountain  lion  are  indirectly  affected  by 
livestock  grazing  to  the  extent  that  grazing  affects 
mule  deer  populations,  their  primary  food  source. 
Any  population  estimates  in  the  ES  area  are  pure- 
ly speculative,  but  with  an  increase  in  its  food  the 
mountain  lion  could  be  expected  to  increase. 

Black  bear  are  also  indirectly  affected  by 
livestock  grazing  to  the  extent  that  the  small 
mammals  are  affected.  There  may  be  an  addi- 
tional small  impact  on  the  black  bear  due  to  its 
omnivorous  diet,  which  includes  plant  species 
which  may  or  may  not  be  grazed  by  livestock. 

Long-term  impacts  on  black  bear  and  mountain 
lion  would  be  closely  linked  to  impacts  on  their 
prey  species,  which  are  affected  by  the  proposed 
grazing  management  systems.  As  the  prey  popula- 
tion increases  the  predators  also  increase,  and  as 
the  prey  population  decreases  so  do  the  predators. 
Thus,  both  prey  and  predator  species  are 
prevented  from  expanding  beyond  natural  limits. 


Small  Mammals 

Removal  of  plant  growth  would  also  increase 
livestock  competition  with  small  mammals,  since 
the  majority  of  small  mammals  are  either  her- 
bivorous (plant-eating)  or  insectivorous  (insect- 
eating).  Livestock  grazing  directly  reduces  the 
food  supply  of  small  herbivorus  mammals,  and  it 
indirectly  reduces  the  food  supply  of  small  insec- 
tivores  through  the  removal  of  plants  that  are 
required  for  the  development  of  insect  popula- 
tions upon  which  many  small  mammals  feed.  The 
extent  of  this  impact  is  not  known,  but  small 
mammals  and  insects  have  been  found  to  be  more 
numerous  where  grasses  and  forbs  provide  sub- 
stantial cover  and  there  is  a  good  density  of  her- 
baceous vegetation.  Animal  matter  in  the  form  of 
insects  is  a  basic  necessity  for  the  survival  of 
some  species  of  mammals.  Moreover,  the  removal 
of  vegetation  would  cause  an  additional  energy 
drain  as  small  mammals  expand  their  ranges  in 
search  of  food. 

Grazing  also  directly  affects  small  mammals  by 
reducing  the  amount  of  vegetation  where  most  of 
the  animals  live.  Population  decreases  are  directly 
proportional  to  the  amount  of  habitat  lost  through 
vegetation  removal  and  in  turn  affect  the  numbers 
of  small  game  that  human  beings  can  harvest  for 
sport  and  food,  primarily  cottontails  and 
showshoe  hare.  The  removal  of  ground  cover 
could  also  increase  predation  on  small  mammals 
and  birds,  which  could  be  considered  a  detriment 
to  prey  species  but  a  benefit  to  aerial  and  ground 
predators. 

The  predator  species  such  as  coyote,  bobcat, 
and  all  the  furbearers  are  indirectly  affected  by 
grazing  because  their  prey  species — small  mam- 
mals— are  directly  affected  by  the  removal  of  her- 
baceous growth  by  livestock.  The  var- 
mints— prairie  dog,  jackrabbit,  raccoon,  and  por- 
cupine— are  more  directly  affected  because  they 
are  dependent  upon  herbaceous  growth.  The  por- 
cupine in  particular  is  dependent  upon  shrubs  and 
trees  that  may  be  affected  by  grazing. 

Fencing  to  exclude  livestock  from  reservoir 
shorelines,  water  catchments,  and  storage  tanks 
would  allow  these  areas  to  be  utilized  by  small 
mammals  without  removing  all  of  the  vegetation.. 
Seep  areas  created  by  the  overflow  pipe  from 
each  proposed  watering  trough  would  also  create 
excellent  watering  places  for  small  mammals. 
However,  small  mammals  could  drown  in  the 
troughs   when  attempting  to  drink,   even  though 
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ladders  in  each  trough  are  designed  to  provide 
drinking  perches  and  a  means  of  escape. 

One-time  impacts  of  all  revegetation  projects 
when  they  are  implemented  would  be  destruction 
of  immobile  small  animals,  nests,  burrows,  and 
(depending  on  the  time  of  year)  young  mammals, 
and  disruption  of  life  patterns,  causing  an  addi- 
tional energy  drain  and  stress  on  wildlife.  In  addi- 
tion, the  proposed  chainings  and  reseedings  would 
have  more  extensive  impacts.  Cottontails  concen- 
trate in  chained  areas,  primarily  because  of  the  in- 
crease in  cover  and  food  as  the  regrowth  begins 
(McKean  and  Baker  1972,  p.  26).  Baker  and 
Frischknecht  (1973)  found  that  deer  mice  and 
long-tailed  voles  increase  greatly  on  chained  and 
seeded  areas.  Due  to  the  increased  population  of 
small  mammals  and  the  decreased  cover  the  hunt- 
ing success  of  ground  predators  would  be  in- 
creased, too. 

Even  though  impacts  as  stated  above  would  af- 
fect the  small  mammal  populations,  these  popula- 
tions are  on  the  increase  and  are  expected  to  con- 
tinue to  increase  in  the  ES  area. 

Birds 

Waterfowl 

Gersing  (1975,  p.  37)  found  that  (1)  duck 
production  increases  in  pastures  under  rest  rota- 
tion grazing  and  (2)  pair  populations  generally  in- 
crease in  pastures  grazed  in  the  spring  or  early 
summer  or  rested  the  previous  year,  but  such 
populations  decrease  in  pastures  grazed  in  the  late 
summer  or  fall  of  the  previous  year.  The  in- 
creases are  apparently  related  to  the  residual  nest- 
ing cover  from  the  previous  year. 

Waterfowl  production  would  increase  over  the 
short  term  by  an  estimated  3  percent  (120  nesting 
pairs)  and  over  the  long  term  by  an  estimated  4 
percent  (160  nesting  pairs),  due  to  additional 
reservoirs,  which  would  increase  the  water  sur- 
face area,  and  due  to  fencing,  which  would  pro- 
tect the  shoreline  vegetation  for  nesting  and 
brooding  cover.  These  figures  assume  that  only 
one-half  of  the  proposed  water  developments 
would  be  suitable  for  waterfowl  production;  they 
are  based  on  field  observations  that  averaged 
three  nesting  pairs  per  water  body  in  1976. 

Upland  Game  Birds 

Short-term  impacts  on  upland  game  bird  species 
would  be  the  removal  of  herbaceous  material  by 
livestock  and  the  subsequent  decline  of  insects 
for  young  birds,  which  could  result  in  a  decrease 


of  young  that  survive.  However,  the  mobility  of 
birds  and  their  ability  to  search  farther  afield  for 
food  would  offset  any  decline  in  the  immediate 
area  of  the  nest.  Increased  vegetation  would 
cause  some  increases  in  population.  Turkeys  and 
chukars  are  expected  to  increase  in  the  ES  area 
by  10  to  20  percent,  and  doves  are  expected  to  in- 
crease by  15  percent  over  the  long  term. 

Sage  grouse  have  not  been  studied  sufficiently 
in  the  ES  area  to  determine  impacts  of  grazing  on 
the  small  population  that  may  exist.  Limiting  fac- 
tors other  than  grazing  (and  therefore  beyond  the 
scope  of  this  ES)  may  be  holding  the  population 
at  its  current  level.  Range  improvements,  espe- 
cially water  developments,  would  enhance  the 
sage  grouse  habitat,  but  population  changes  are 
difficult  to  estimate. 

No  impacts  have  been  identified  on  blue  grouse 
and  band-tailed  pigeon. 

Raptors 

Large  predatory  birds,  such  as  red-tailed 
hawks,  goshawks,  and  marsh  hawks,  would  be  in- 
directly affected  by  the  grazing  management 
systems.  This  impact  would  be  primarily  through 
the  impacts  exerted  on  prey  species  mentioned 
earlier,  and  is  similar  to  the  impacts  associated 
with  small  mammals,  upland  game  birds,  nongame 
birds,  and  waterfowl. 

Due  to  the  increased  population  of  small  mam- 
mals and  the  decreased  cover  produced  by  the 
proposed  chainings,  the  hunting  success  of  aerial 
predators  would  be  increased.  In  addition,  fence 
posts  and  windmills  would  provide  hunting 
perches  for  raptors  in  some  short  grass  and 
halfshrub  areas  which  might  have  a  shortage  of 
such  perches.  Fenced  catchments  and  water 
storage  tanks  (24  sites  in  the  ES  area)  would  also 
provide  perches  for  raptors,  which  could  be  at- 
tracted by  a  congregation  of  small  mammal  prey 
within  the  fenced  sites. 

Other  Nongame  Birds 

The  effects  of  grazing  on  breeding  bird  popula- 
tions are  not  uniform  or  easily  defined,  primarily 
because  grazing  varies  so  much  in  its  local  inten- 
sity and  because  the  cause-effect  relationships  in 
bird  populations  are  difficult  to  determine  (Hurst 
1975).  Where  vegetation  composition  is  changed 
only  slightly,  small  changes  in  bird  numbers 
would  occur,  and  where  major  vegetation  com- 
position changes  occur,  birds  (numbers  and 
variety    of    species)    would    also    change    greatly. 
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However,  the  full  range  of  bird  species  endemic 
to  a  particular  rangeland  habitat  could  be  ex- 
pected to  occur  when  grazing  practices  aimed  at 
maintaining  the  range  in  good  condition  are  ap- 
plied: "...the  major  human  utilization  of  range- 
lands  (grazing)  is  not  incompatible  with  proper 
habitat  management  for  nongame  birds,  at  least  if 
conducted  at  moderate  intensity"  (Wiena  and 
Dyer  1975).  Because  of  the  representative  nature 
of  the  foregoing  statement  and  because  the 
proposed  action  has  the  objective  to  improve 
range  condition  in  the  ES  area,  grazing  would  not 
have  impacts  on  nongame  birds. 

Implementation  of  range  improvements  and 
vegetation  conversions  would  cause  disturbance 
of  the  nests  of  ground  nesting  birds,  reduction  of 
herbaceous  growth  resulting  in  a  decrease  in  in- 
sects for  young  birds,  and  some  possible 
disturbance  of  shrub  nesting  birds  in  the  ES  area. 
It  is  assumed  that  even  though  these  impacts  are 
not  documented  in  the  ES  area  they  do  occur  in 
similar  areas  which  have  similar  species.  The 
degree  of  impact  is  not  known,  however. 

Birds  would  benefit  by  the  fencing  of  reser- 
voirs, water  catchments,  and  storage  tanks,  which 
would  eliminate  large  herbivore  use  of  the  area. 
Seep  areas  created  by  the  overflow  pipe  from 
each  proposed  watering  trough  would  also  create 
excellent  watering  places  for  small  birds,  although 
they  could  drown  in  the  troughs  when  attempting 
to  drink  in  spite  of  ladders  in  each  trough 
designed  to  provide  drinking  perches. 

One-time  impacts  of  all  vegetation  conversion 
projects  would  be  destruction  or  disturbance  of 
nest  sites.  Chainings  conducted  under  the 
proposal  could  decrease  the  number  of  breeding 
species  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  vegetation 
change;  however,  blocks  of  sufficient  size  would 
be  left,  and  chainings  could  also  increase  the 
number  of  breeding  species  due  to  the  edge  effect 
created  in  a  monotypic  vetetation  type. 

In  the  long  term,  populations  of  nongame  birds 
are  expected  to  increase  due  to  the  increased 
vegetation  density  and  vigor  and  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  range  due  to  water  developments.  It 
is  unknown  just  how  much  of  an  increase  would 
occur. 

Endangered  Species 

The  peregrine  falcon,  being  a  predatory  bird 
(primary  food  is  passerine  bird  species),  would 
experience  the  same  impacts  as  identified  in  the 
raptors  section. 


The  black-footed  ferret  would  be  affected  in- 
directly through  its  primary  food  source,  the 
prairie  dog.  The  prairie  dog  is  a  successional  spe- 
cies, meaning  that  it  thrives  in  subclimax  succes- 
sional stages.  Overgrazing  or  continual  grazing 
could  cause  these  subclimax  stages  to  develop, 
favoring  prairie  dogs  and  thereby  the  black-footed 
ferret,  if  it  is  present.  Prairie  dogs  can  maintain 
these  subclimax  stages  but  they  do  need  grazing 
by  large  herbivores  to  initially  change  the  stage 
(Dasmann  1964).  Because  of  their  presence  in  the 
ES  area,  it  can  be  assumed  that  this  overgrazing 
has  occurred  at  some  time  in  the  past. 

Grazing  by  livestock  helps  maintain  prairie  dog 
towns  (Koford  1958)  as  well  as  produces  the  con- 
ditions necessary  for  establishment  of  these 
towns.  This  would  be  caused,  in  part,  by  the 
livestock  eating  the  taller  grass  and  forbs  that 
tend  to  invade  prairie  dog  town  sites.  These  taller 
plants  act  as  physical  barriers  to  the  movement  of 
prairie  dogs.  This  in  turn  would  cause  denudation 
of  the  central  area  as  the  animals  became  more 
concentrated.  However,  if  these  taller  plants  are 
kept  down  by  livestock,  grazing  expansion  occurs 
and  maintenance  of  this  town  is  assured. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  expected  that  the  prairie 
dog,  and  hence  the  black-footed  ferret,  would 
maintain  their  populations  in  the  ES  area  because 
under  the  proposed  grazing  systems  overgrazing 
should  not  occur  and  therefore  no  new  habitat 
would  be  created  for  prairie  dogs. 

No  impacts  on  river  otter  or  whooping  crane 
have  been  identified. 

Summary 

The  short-term  impacts  of  spring  grazing  and 
(with  increased  magnitude)  summer-fall  grazing 
would  be  a  decrease  of  browse  vigor  and 
reproduction;  a  reduction  of  plant  growth;  in- 
creased competition  with  big  game  animals  during 
green-up  and  with  small  mammals  and  birds  for 
forage  and  related  insect  species;  and  disruption 
of  life  patterns  of  wildlife.  Increased  use  of 
browse  species  in  summer  and  fall  would  reduce 
the  amount  of  forage  available  for  winter  use  by 
big  game  and  could  cause  severe  mortality  among 
wildlife.  Winter  grazing  would  be  in  direct  com- 
petition with  big  game  because  of  the  increased 
livestock  use  of  browse  species,  particularly  on 
the  crucial  areas  (identified  in  tables  A-ll  and  A- 
12  in  appendix  5). 
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Under  rest  rotation  grazing  systems,  big  game 
forage  would  be  reduced  on  the  grazed  pastures. 
All  forage  in  the  rested  pastures  and  all  regrowth 
in  early  use  pastures  would  be  reserved  exclusive- 
ly for  wildlife  forage  and  cover.  Over  the  long 
term,  grazing  use  followed  by  complete  rest  for 
one  or  two  growing  seasons,  depending  on  the 
system,  would  provide  better  food  and  cover  for 
the  wildlife  present  during  the  years  of  rest. 

There  would  be  gradual  increases  in  quantity 
and  quality  of  vegetation  throughout  the  unit,  de- 
pending on  specific  site  potential  (see  vegetative 
section).  Browse  condition  in  deer  crucial  areas  is 
expected  to  go  from  5  percent  to  7  percent  good, 
from  35  percent  to  37  percent  fair,  and  from  60 
percent  to  56  percent  poor.  No  change  in  browse 
condition  is  expected  in  elk  crucial  areas.  (See 
table  3-11.)  This  improvement  would  permit 
general  improvement  in  the  health  of  most  wil- 
dlife species  present  due  to  the  increased  vigor 
and  quality  of  increased  forage  and  include  some 
potential  for  increases  in  number  of  animals 
present. 

Under  custodial  management,  big  game  forage 
is  not  expected  to  increase  over  the  long  term  as 
these  areas  are  grazed  each  year. 

Construction  of  improvements  and  initiation  of 
vegetation  conversion  would  temporarily  affect 
approximately  29,970  acres  of  vegetation  which 
serves  as  wildlife  forage  and  habitat.  All  mobile 
animals  would  be  displaced  temporarily,  while  im- 
mobile animals,  small  mammal  and  snake  dens, 
and  ground  nests  in  the  disturbed  area  would  be 
destroyed. 

The  overall  long-term  effect  of  construction  and 
maintenance  of  proposed  range  improvements 
would  be  the  loss  of  approximately  25  acres  of 
vegetation,  an  insignificant  amount  of  habitat 
when  compared  with  the  total  amount  of  available 
habitat. 

Over  the  long  term  as  a  result  of  the  proposed 
action,  deer  are  expected  to  increase  by  2,200  to 
4,500  wintering  animals;  elk  to  increase  by  96  to 
156  wintering  animals;  and  antelope  to  increase  by 
75  to  100  animals.  Population  increases  for  other 
species  are  expected  to  occur  but  are  difficult  to 
quantify. 

Aquatic  and  Riparian 

Riparian  Habitats 

Site  specific  grazing  systems  designed  to  im- 
prove   the    condition    of    range    plants    are    not 


tailored  to  the  physiological  requirements  of 
woody  riparian  plants.  The  success  of  a  rest  rota- 
tion system  in  improving  range  vegetation  does 
not  guarantee  that  riparian  plants  bordering  a 
stream  within  pastures  of  the  system  would  be 
maintained.  Results  of  rest  rotation  on  riparian 
vegetation  range  widely  from  positive  to  negative. 
Each  case  is  unique  and  must  be  evaluated 
separately.  The  following  discussion  documents 
the  "worst  case"  that  could  be  expected. 

Grazing  riparian  plants  at  the  wrong  times  and 
heavily  utilizing  riparian  plants  can  cause  the 
riparian  area  to  decline  and  not  recover.  In  woody 
plants,  food  reserves  and  growing  points  which 
are  located  on  stems  and  twigs  are  exposed  and 
available  to  grazers.  Grazing  these  plants  in  fall 
and  winter  after  their  food  reserves  are  stored 
and  during  their  dormant  period  can  limit  the 
ability  of  the  plant  to  regrow  the  following  spring. 
Removal  of  more  than  60  percent  of  crown  can 
significantly  reduce  the  regrowth  potential  of 
some  species  (Hormay  1970). 

Generally,  riparian  vegetation  begins  growth 
earlier  in  the  spring  and  continues  growth  later 
into  the  fall  than  most  upland  range  plants.  During 
this  time  the  plants  are  more  palatable  than  dried 
range  plants  and  are  actively  sought  by  cattle 
(Platts  and  Rountree  1972).  Because  of  this, 
vegetation  in  meadows  and  stream  bottoms  is  in- 
variably closely  utilized  under  any  stocking  rate 
or  system  of  grazing. 

Two  studies  conducted  by  Platts  and  Rountree 
(1972)  and  Eckert  (1975)  question  whether  riparian 
vegetation  can  be  restored  on  previously  over- 
grazed pastures  through  the  use  of  rest  rotation 
grazing  management  systems.  These  authors  con- 
cluded that  riparian  vegetation  receiving  one  year 
of  rest  in  a  rest  rotation  system  did  not  recover 
adequately.  Thus,  according  to  their  findings,  in 
some  cases  pastures  may  recover  during  a  year- 
long rest,  but  stream  banks  do  not. 

This  type  of  grazing  prevents  the  natural 
replacement  of  old  cottonwoods  by  younger  trees 
in  riparian  zones.  Such  use  may  be  detrimental  to 
wildlife,  aesthetic  or  recreational,  or  other  values. 
About  the  only  way  to  preserve  such  values  is  to 
fence  off  the  area  from  grazing.  Reducing 
livestock  or  adjusting  the  grazing  season  will  not 
solve  such  a  problem  (Hormay  1976). 
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Analysis  of  Impacts  on  Riparian  Habitats 

Table  3-14  shows  the  predicted  future  condition 
of  riparian  habitats  by  allotment  and  stream  28 
years  after  full  implementation  of  the  proposed 
action  (2006).  Comparing  present  conditions  of 
riparian  habitats  with  the  future  conditions  under 
the  proposed  action  reveals  a  net  improvement. 
The  future  condition  of  the  riparian  habitat  after 
implementation  of  all  AMPs  (28  years  from  the 
present)  would  be  130.9  miles  of  stream  riparian 
habitat  unchanged,  2.1  miles  improving  from 
nonexistent  to  good,  17.6  miles  improving  from 
poor  to  fair,  2.6  miles  improving  from  poor  to 
good,  1.2  miles  improving  from  fair  to  good,  5.4 
miles  improving  from  good  to  excellent,  and  3.0 
miles  declining  from  good  to  poor.  This  shows  a 
net  overall  improvement  of  28.9  miles  of  stream 
riparian  habitat  with  implementation  of  the 
proposed  action  over  the  present  situation. 

This  28.9  miles  of  net  improvement  will  result 
from  a  better  distribution  of  grazing  pressure, 
establishment  of  new  water  sources  away  from 
stream  bottoms,  and  from  a  better  control  of 
grazing  and  trailing  in  specific  stream  bottoms. 
Rest  rotation  systems  alone  are  not  expected  to 
restore  or  improve  riparian  habitats,  but  in  only 
one  case  is  a  continued  decline  expected  to  occur. 
In  most  cases  the  maintenance  of  the  present  con- 
dition is  expected.  The  13.5  miles  of  stream  ripari- 
an habitat  in  poor  condition  and  the  77.2  miles  in 
fair  condition  will  continue  to  be  partially  limited 
due  to  grazing  pressure  with  the  proposed  action. 

Aquatic  Habitats 

Previous  research  studies  have  established  the 
relationships  among  stream  bank  grazing  or  tram- 
pling, sediment  yield,  turbidity,  increased  water 
temperature,  and  the  ecology  of  a  stream.  A  brief 
review  is  given  here  to  establish  these  relation- 
ships before  site-specific  impacts  of  the  proposed 
action  are  analyzed. 

Stream  Bank  Grazing  and  Trampling 

Boussu  (1959)  and  Platts  and  Rountree  (1972) 
consider  the  most  beneficial  characteristics  of 
stream-side  vegetation  to  be  the  cover  it  furnishes 
to  aquatic  organisms.  Stabilized  banks  provide 
hiding  places  for  fish,  as  do  overhanging  shrubs. 
White  (1973)  proved  that  increased  abundances  of 
trout  were  achieved  in  Wisconsin  creeks  by  pro- 
tecting stream  bank  vegetation.  This  protection 
restored  channels  from  agricultural  effects, 
primarily    grazing    and    trampling    by    livestock. 


Platts  (1972)  also  determined  that  a  loss  of  bank 
cover  was  detrimental  to  fish  populations. 

Similarly  Phillips  (1931)  found  that  stream 
reaches  covered  with  brush  supported  more 
stream  bottom  organisms  than  did  cleared  areas 
of  the  stream.  Terrestrial  insects  living  in  stream 
bank  vegetation  furnish  a  significant  part  of  the 
diet  of  stream  fish. 

In  addition  riparian  vegetation  greatly  reduces 
stream  bank  erosion  by  slowing  current  velocities, 
mechanically  holding  soil  particles,  and  maintain- 
ing moist  conditions  in  the  soil  itself.  Reduced 
erosion  reduces  stream  siltation.  In  addition,  the 
vegetative  buffer  strip  traps  many  fine  particles 
being  carried  toward  the  stream  via  sheet  erosion. 

Sediment   Yield  and  Turbidity 

Particles  of  sediment  settling  into  the  stream 
bed  fill  the  interstices  of  the  bed  and  reduce  the 
natural  habitat  of  invertebrates.  Cordone  and 
Kelly  (1961)  concluded  from  an  extensive  litera- 
ture review  that  silt  can  and  often  has  destroyed 
insect  populations.  Thus,  the  ability  of  a  stream  to 
produce  aquatic  insects  beneficial  to  fish  popula- 
tions as  food  is  closely  related  to  the  amount  of 
sediments  in  the  stream  bottom. 

Gravel  areas  of  the  stream  bed,  which  are  the 
principal  spawning  beds  for  trout,  also  become 
filled  with  sediments,  and  spawning  and  egg  incu- 
bation are  impaired.  The  findings  of  many  studies 
indicate  conclusively  that  sedimentation  seriously 
reduces  the  survival  of  trout  embryos  and  fry 
(Peters  1965;  Cooper  1956).  The  upper  reaches  of 
small  streams,  such  as  Spring,  Terror,  and  Hub- 
bard, and  river  habitats  in  the  North  Fork  and  the 
Gunnison  are  typical  of  areas  where  this  occurs. 
Turbidity  is  also  harmful  to  most  aquatic  inver- 
tebrates. Turbidity  reduces  the  amount  of  light 
penetrating  the  water;  this  reduction  decreases  the 
photosynthetic  capacity  of  benthic  algae,  which  in 
turn  limits  stream  productivity  by  removing  the 
first  link  of  the  algae-invertebrate-fish  food  chain. 
Some  of  the  solid  particles  become  attached  to 
the  mucous  membranes  of  invertebrates  and 
cause  their  suffocation.  Gamon  (1940)  found  a  40 
percent  decrease  of  invertebrates  with  80  parts 
per  million  (ppm)  inert  solids  in  a  stream. 

Sediment  in  water  also  removes  the  protective 
mucous  covering  of  fish  and  increases  their 
susceptibility  to  parasites  and  disease.  The  gill 
filaments  of  fish  become  coated  with  sediment 
particles  and  respiration  efficiency  is  decreased. 
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TABLE  3-14 
PREDICTED  FUTURE  CONDITION  UNDER  PROPOSED  ACTION  (BY  STREAM  AND  ALLOTMENT) 


Stream 
Name 

Allotment 
No.  &  Name 

NRL  Miles 

Present 
Condition  a/ 

Predicted 
Condition  in  2006  a/ 

Cottonwood 
(Escalante) 

4007 
4008 

Sawmill  Mesa 
25  Mesa 

2.2 
12.4 

Poor 
Poor 

Fair 
Fair 

Little  Dominguez 

4001 

Dominguez 

13.0 

Fair 

Fair 

East  Fork  Escalante 

4026 

Escalante  Canyon 

4.6 

Fair 

Fair 

Escalante 

4001 

Dominguez 

12.0 

Fair 

Fair 

Gunnison 

(Black  Canyon  to 
Uncompahgre  con- 
fluence) 

* 

15.0 

Good 

Good 

Gunnison 

(Uncompahgre  con- 
fluence to  area 
border) 

* 

10.0 

Fair 

Fair 

Monitor 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 
4014  Joker 

3.8 
3.0 

Poor 
Poor 

Poor 
Fair 

Potter 

Roubideau 
Lower 
Upper 


Beaton 

Billy 

Chaffee 

Cow 

Dallas 

Dolores 

Dry 

Dry  Cedar 
Cedar 
McKenzie 
Happy  Canyon 
Spring 
Uncompahgre 
Smith  Fork 
Bear 


4010  Monitor  Mesa  6.8 

4011  Lower  Roubideau  Canyon  2.1 
4010  Monitor  Mesa  4.9 

4012  Canal  2.6 

5540  Dry  Gulch  3.0 

5530  Billy  Creek  0 

5530  Billy  Creek  1.6 

5566  Cow  Creek  0.6 

None  0.8 

5520  Lower  Horsefly  3.4 

5522  Beaver  Hill  1.2 

5507  Pipeline  3.4 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin  5.6 

5516  Piney  3.0 

5520  Lower  Horsefly  2.1 

5569  Hairpin  2.2 

5529  Lpg  Hill  1.2 

5522  Beaver  Hill  4.6 

5522  Beaver  Hill  5.4 

*  1.8 

5022  Rabbit  Gulch  2.4 

4517  Coal  Gulch  3.0 


Nonexistent 

Nonexistent 

Poor 

Poor 

Nonexistent 

Excellent 

Nonexistent 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 
Excellent 

Good 
Good 
Good 

Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Excellent 

Good 

Poor 

Good 

Fair 


Nonexistent 

Good 
Poor 
Good 

Nonexistent 

Excellent 

Nonexistent 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 
Excellent 

Good 
Good 
Poor 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Poor 

Good 

Fair 


a/  Condition  class  criteria  for  riparian  habitats  are  given  in  footnote  b/,  table  2-27. 

*  Major  rivers  may  cross  many  allotments.  The  effects  of  specific  allotments  on  major  rivers  are 

insignificant  when  compared  with  the  effects  of  the  overall  watershed. 
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TABLE  3-14 
PREDICTED  FUTURE  CONDITION  UNDER  PROPOSED  ACTION  (BY  STREAM  AND  ALLOTMENT)  (Cont.) 


Stream 
Name 

Allotment 
No.  &  Name 

NRL  Miles 

Present 
Condition  a/ 

Predicted 
Condition  in  2006  a/ 

Cottonwood 
(North  Fork) 

4517  Coal  Gulch 

1.2 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Deep 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

0.6 

Fair 

Fair 

North  Fork  Gunnison 

4517  Coal  Gulch 

4.2 

Fair 

Fair 

Hubbard 

4516  North  Fork 

1.4 

Fair 

Fair 

Leroux 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

0.5 
1.0 

Excellent 
Excellent 

Excellent 
Excellent 

Minnesota 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

0.5 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Muddy 

4520  Spring  Creek 

2.6 

Fair 

Fair 

West  Muddy 

4519  Muddy  Creek 

0.8 

Fair 

Fair 

Terror 

4513  Stevens  Gulch 

3.0 

Good 

Good 

Williams 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

0.8 

Good 

Good 

Roatcap 

4507  Jay  Creek 
4511  Overland 
4513  Stevens  Gulch 

1.6 
0.4 
1.2 

Good 
Good 
Good 

Good 
Good 
Good 

Currant 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux 

2.2 

Good 

Good 

Anthracite 

4548  Creek  Bottom 

0.3 

Fair 

Fair 

Oak 

4025  Ward  Creek- 
Doughspoon 

2.8 

Fair 

Fair 

SUMMARY  OF  NRL  MILES 

12 
45 
60 
30 
13 

,4  Excellent 
.4  Good 
.8  Fair 
.7  Poor 
.5  Non- 
existent 

17 
42 
77 
13 
11 

.8 
.9 
.2 
.5 
.4 

Excellent 
Good 
Fair 
Poor 
Non- 
existent 

162 

.8  Total 

162 

.8 

Total 
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In  a  study  by  Herbert  et  al.,  fish  were  exposed  to 
test  concentrations  of  suspended  solids  of  810 
ppm,  270  ppm,  and  90  ppm  for  six  months,  and 
their  survival  was  decreased.  Furthermore,  game 
fish  are  sight  feeders,  and  fish  feeding  is 
decreased  by  turbidity.  Bachman  (1958)  found 
that  cutthroat  trout  cease  to  feed  when  exposed 
to  35  ppm  silt. 

In  conclusion,  turbid  streams  generally  have  a 
lower  abundance  and  diversity  of  aquatic  species. 

Increased  Water  Temperature 

Riparian  plants  buffer  water  temperature  and 
light  penetration.  During  the  summer,  leaves  of 
stream-side  plants  shade  the  light  to  winter  levels. 
Reducing  the  light  level  reduces  summer  water 
temperatures,  allowing  cold-water  organisms  from 
higher  elevations  to  spread  down  into  lower 
riparian  niches.  Moreover,  trout  habitat  is  depen- 
dent on  water  temperatures  remaining  below  65 
degrees.  This  is  most  critical  in  smaller  streams, 
such  as  Spring  Creek,  Smith  Fork,  and  Upper 
Dry  Creek.  Many  studies  have  shown  that  exten- 
sive removal  of  riparian  cover  can  seriously  in- 
crease water  temperature  (Tebo  1974). 

Analysis  of  Impacts  on  Aquatic  Habitats 

Aquatic  habitats  of  streams  in  the  ES  area  are 
affected  by  a  variety  of  land  uses  throughout  their 
watersheds.  Impacts  of  the  proposed  action  on 
aquatic  habitat  result  principally  from  the  concen- 
tration of  livestock  use  on  stream  bottom  riparian 
vegetation  and  from  the  influence  of  livestock  use 
on  the  sediment  yield  from  watersheds.  Turbidity 
and  sediment  yield  to  a  stream  in  the  watershed 
depend  on  soil  and  hydrologic  factors  which  are 
modified  by  the  watershed  use. 

Several  factors  were  considered  together  to 
determine  the  final  impact  of  the  proposal  on  the 
aquatic  habitat  of  each  stream.  Direct  impacts  on 
riparian  vegetation,  as  identified  in  table  3-14, 
were  assessed,  by  using  stream  surveys  and  by 
analyzing  proposed  AMP  pasture  boundaries  and 
grazing  systems.  The  impacts  on  riparian  vegeta- 
tion directly  affect  the  condition  of  aquatic 
habitats.  In  addition,  stream  watershed  informa- 
tion given  in  table  2-28  was  used  in  the  analysis 
of  aquatic  habitats.  The  acreage  of  the  watershed, 
the  NRL  acreage,  the  percentage  of  the 
watershed  composed  of  NRL,  the  total  and 
average  per  acre  sediment  yield  for  NRL  in  the 
watershed,  and  the  sediment  yield  by  allotment 
from     improvements     were     considered     in     this 


stream  by  stream  analysis.  All  allotments  which 
are  either  totally  or  partially  located  within  the 
watershed  of  the  streams  discussed  below  are 
given  in  table  3-14. 

Impacts  on  Aquatic  Habitats  of  Specific  Streams 

COTTONWOOD.  Sediment  yield  in  the 
drainage  is  moderate  to  high.  The  riparian  vegeta- 
tion is  expected  to  improve  because  the  use  of 
Cottonwood  Canyon  is  restricted  to  trailing.  This 
improvement  combined  with  a  slight  reduction  of 
erosion  on  59  percent  of  the  watershed  would 
allow  the  aquatic  habitat  to  improve.  Better  sur- 
vival of  aquatic  organisms  in  the  stream  and 
slightly  better  survival  in  the  Uncompahgre  River 
is  expected. 

ESCALANTE  AND  LITTLE  DOMINGUEZ. 
(The  watershed  is  31  percent  NRL.)  Sediment 
yield  at  the  present  greatly  affects  the  aquatic 
habitat.  The  habitat  is  overburdened  with  silt 
because  50  percent  of  the  watershed  is  in  poor 
condition  and  has  been  overgrazed  in  the  past. 

The  rest  rotation  system  proposed  for  4001 
Dominguez  would  improve  the  watershed  and 
slightly  decrease  the  presently  high  sediment 
yield.  Trailing  on  the  Gunnison  Trail  and  in  Esca- 
lante  Canyon,  however,  would  increase  erosion  in 
those  areas.  In  the  long  term,  the  proposed  action 
would  have  a  small  positive  effect  by  decreasing 
sediments  and  turbidity  in  the  streams.  Increased 
survival  and  increased  population  of  invertebrates 
and  nongame  fish  would  result  in  these  streams 
and  in  the  Gunnison  River.  There  is  no  fishery  on 
NRL  in  Escalante  Canyon. 

MONITOR.  (The  watershed  is  36  percent 
NRL.)  Monitor  Creek  follows  the  western  boun- 
dary of  4010  Monitor  Mesa.  The  pasture  layout  of 
this  allotment  allows  grazing  in  the  Monitor  Creek 
bottom;  water  is  scarce  on  the  allotment,  and  the 
creek  bottom  has  been  heavily  used.  As  a  result, 
the  riparian  vegetation  is  in  poor  condition.  With 
the  proposed  action,  new  water  sources,  pastures, 
and  check  fences  should  reduce  cattle  use  in  the 
creek  bottom.  This  stream  could  then  support  a 
better  riparian  community.  A  short-term  and 
minimal  increase  in  suspended  sediment  and  tur- 
bidity would  occur  from  range  improvements.  The 
creek  section  on  4014  Joker  is  inaccessible  to 
livestock  and  should  remain  in  good  condition. 

The  NRL  portion  of  the  watershed  has  a 
moderate  sediment  yield,  and  the  proposal  would 
not     affect    erosion     enough     to     influence     this 
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watershed.  Therefore,  the  good  rating  for  the 
aquatic  habitat  of  Monitor  on  4010  and  4014 
would  be  retained.  Overall  an  increase  in  riparian 
vegetation  and  a  small  decrease  in  stream  sedi- 
ments in  Monitor  Creek  would  have  a  positive  im- 
pact on  numbers  of  stream  fish  and  invertebrates 
as  well  as  increase  the  value  of  the  area  to  larger 
animals  utilizing  the  riparian  zone. 

POTTER.  (The  watershed  is  40  percent  NRL.) 
The  proposed  action  would  decrease  the  moderate 
to  high  sediment  yield  from  the  watershed.  No 
change  in  the  aquatic  or  riparian  habitats  is  ex- 
pected due  to  lack  of  water  in  this  intermittent 
stream  watershed. 

ROUBIDEAU.  (The  watershed  is  29  percent 
NRL.)  Monitor  and  Potter  creeks  drain  into  Rou- 
bideau.  The  sediment  yield  in  this  creek  is 
moderate  to  high. 

Roubideau  Creek  crosses  three  allotments.  4012 
Canal  allotment  encompasses  the  upper  section  of 
the  creek.  In  pasture  four,  the  main  suitable  graz- 
ing area  is  Roubideau  Creek  bottom.  Riparian 
vegetation  is  rated  poor  in  this  area  because  cattle 
presently  congregate  in  the  canyon  and  serious 
overgrazing  results.  The  proposed  action  would 
remove  the  stream  bottom  from  use,  except  for 
annual  trailing,  by  fencing  the  canyon  at  the  point 
where  the  stock  trail  drops  into  the  canyon  from 
the  east.  Riparian  habitat  would  improve  greatly 
as  a  result.  Moreover,  water  projects  would  in- 
duce better  cattle  distribution  on  the  allotment, 
providing  better  watershed  conditions.  Small  im- 
provements in  the  watershed  condition  of  NRL 
would  decrease  sediment  yield  to  the  aquatic 
habitat,  which  would  improve  from  fair  to  good. 

The  middle  section  of  the  creek  is  on  4010 
Monitor  Mesa  allotment.  The  riparian  vegetation 
is  rated  poor,  and  the  stream  carries  sediment 
loads.  A  temporary  short-term  increase  in  sedi- 
ments would  result  from  improvements,  but  the 
aquatic  habitat  of  this  section  would  not  change 
because  of  cattle  trailing,  grazing,  and  lack  of 
water  in  this  part  of  the  canyon. 

Allotment  401 1  Lower  Roubideau  Canyon  has 
been  proposed  for  limited  cattle  trailing  use,  total- 
ing 27  AUMs  for  both  spring  and  fall.  In  the  past, 
extremely  heavy  trailing  use  has  depleted  the 
vegetation  in  the  canyon.  Therefore,  the  riparian 
habitat  would  recover  slowly  because  the  area  is 
in  poor  condition.  However,  as  riparian  and  other 
canyon  vegetation  return  the  highly  erosive  condi- 
tion of  the  canyon  should  improve.  The  aquatic 


habitat  would  also  improve  as  the  riparian  condi- 
tion improves,  although  aquatic  habitat  would 
continue  to  be  limited  by  erratic  flow  and  sedi- 
ment. Overall,  an  increase  in  aquatic  inver- 
tebrates, warm  water  fishes,  and  riparian  species 
of  wildlife  should  result  in  Roubideau  Creek. 

BEATON.  Intermittent  streams  such  as  Beaton 
do  not  support  wildlife  within  their  length.  How- 
ever, they  have  an  impact  on  perennial  water 
courses  lower  in  the  drainage  because  they  in- 
fluence water  quality  and  thus  aquatic  habitat. 
Sediment  yield  from  this  watershed  is  high,  and 
runoff  high  in  suspended  sediments  and  turbidity 
influences  the  Uncompahgre  River.  Slight  im- 
provement of  the  quality  of  runoff  is  expected. 
The  impact  of  this  improvement  is  described 
under  the  Uncompahgre  River. 

BILLY  CREEK.  (The  watershed  is  34  percent 
NRL.)  Billy  Creek  flows  between  pastures  on  al- 
lotment 5530  Billy  Creek.  The  stream  and  riparian 
habitat  are  owned  by  the  Colorado  Division  of 
Wildlife  (DOW)  and  are  removed  from  grazing  by 
fences.  The  proposed  rest  rotation  system  and  im- 
provements on  approximately  one-third  of  the 
watershed  would  slightly  decrease  the  moderate 
sediment  yield  to  aquatic  systems.  Slight  improve- 
ment in  the  aquatic  invertebrate  numbers  and  fish 
would  occur  in  the  streams.  Effects  on  the  Un- 
compahgre River  are  discussed  under  that  head- 
ing. 

CHAFFEE.  (The  watershed  is  54  percent 
NRL.)  This  intermittent  stream  affects  the  Un- 
compahgre River.  Moderate  sediment  yields  from 
the  NRL  portion  of  the  watershed  may  decrease 
slightly. 

COW  AND  DALLAS.  (NRL  make  up  an  insig- 
nificant part  of  these  watersheds.)  Three  allot- 
ments in  this  area — 5555  Taylor  Draw,  5556  Burro 
Creek,  and  5557  Alkali — would  have  grazing 
eliminated  under  the  proposal  because  of  the 
USBR  Dallas  Creek  project.  This  action  would 
not  change  the  aquatic  habitat  of  these  streams  on 
the  Uncompahgre  River. 

McKENZIE.  A  slight  decrease  in  sediment 
yield  would  have  a  positive  effect  on  the  Uncom- 
pahgre River.  The  riparian  habitat  should  improve 
with  improved  livestock  distribution,  but  aquatic 
habitat  would  remain  nonexistent. 

UNCOMPAHGRE  RIVER.  Fewer  than  two 
miles  of  the  Uncompahgre  River  are  on  NRL,  but 
from  Ridgway  to  Montrose  the  river  passes  ad- 
jacent to  large  tracts  of  NRL.  Billy,  Beaton,  Cow, 
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Dallas,  Chaffee  Gulch,  and  McKenzie  creeks  in- 
fluence this  section  of  the  river.  The  use  of  NRL 
allotments  particularly  influences  the  turbidity  and 
sedimentation  of  the  river  in  this  area.  Presently 
the  fish  population  of  the  river  is  dominated  by 
rough  fish,  and  aquatic  invertebrate  numbers  are 
depressed,  partially  due  to  the  high  sediment  load. 
The  proposal  would  slightly  decrease  sediments 
coming  from  the  six  watersheds  mentioned.  The 
impact  would  be  an  improved  survival  of  aquatic 
invertebrates  and  an  environment  more  suitable  to 
survival  of  hatchery  trout  and  to  the  production 
of  wild  trout. 

DOLORES  AND  HAPPY  CANYON.  (NRL 
make  up  28  and  27  percent  of  these  watersheds.) 
The  riparian  vegetation  is  excellent  and  stable, 
probably  because  the  canyon  bottoms  are  inac- 
cessible. There  would  be  a  short-term  increase  in 
sediment  yield  from  range  improvements,  but  im- 
proved distribution  of  cattle  with  new  water 
sources  and  pasture  boundaries  along  with  im- 
proved watershed  conditions  should  decrease 
long-term  sediment  slightly.  These  intermittent 
streams  do  not  support  aquatic  habitat.  The 
overall  impact  would  be  a  minor  improvement  in 
the  Uncompahgre  River  with  an  improved  poten- 
tial to  support  clean  water  organisms. 

DRY.  (The  watershed  is  42  percent  NRL.)  A 
short-term  adverse  impact  on  Dry  Creek  would 
result  from  sediment  yield  from  range  improve- 
ment in  allotment  5507  Pipeline.  An  unquantifiable 
number  of  aquatic  invertebrates  and  fish  would  be 
smothered  by  sediments. 

Grazing  in  pasture  three  of  5516  Piney  would 
continue  to  cause  damage  to  the  riparian  and 
aquatic  habitat.  The  upper  forks  of  Dry  Creek 
support  trout  but  the  habitat  is  going  to  continue 
to  decline  with  the  AMP. 

Some  watershed  improvement  is  expected  in 
the  middle  and  lower  section  of  Dry  Creek  on 
5513  Dry  Creek  Basin,  especially  from  seeding 
projects.  Riparian  vegetation  would  decline  to 
fair. 

Overall,  slight  improvements  in  sediment  yield 
are  expected.  The  net  impact  on  the  aquatic 
habitat  would  be  a  decline  from  good  to  fair  con- 
dition mainly  due  to  riparian  damage. 

DRY  CEDAR  AND  CEDAR.  (The  watersheds 
are  21  percent  and  1 1  percent  NRL.)  These 
drainages  have  high  sediment  yields  and  fair 
riparian  communities.  Slight  improvement  may 
occur  within  the  watersheds'  NRL  acreages.  Im- 


provement in  water  quality  due  to  sediment 
decrease  would  favor  the  survival  of  larger  num- 
bers and  variety  of  aquatic  organisms  in  these 
streams  and  the  Uncompahgre  River. 

SPRING.  (The  watershed  is  36  percent  NRL.) 
Spring  Creek  Canyon  would  be  removed  from 
grazing  except  for  cattle  trailing  two  days  each 
way.  Riparian  habitat  would  return  to  excellent 
condition,  and  aquatic  habitat  should  improve  to 
excellent  also.  The  rest  rotation  system  would 
maintain  the  moderate  sediment  yield  on  these  al- 
lotments, although  a  chaining  in  the  canyon  and 
other  range  improvements  may  cause  a  partial 
temporary  loss  of  aquatic  invertebrates  and 
decrease  in  fish  reproduction.  Trout  habitat  would 
extend  lower  down  onto  NRL  with  improved 
habitat  and  lowered  water  temperature  due  to  in- 
creased riparian  cover.  Stream  productivity 
should  increase  over  the  long  term. 

SMITH  FORK.  (NRL  make  up  a  small  and  in- 
significant part  of  this  watershed.)  The  riparian 
and  aquatic  habitats  are  good,  and  no  change  is 
expected. 

BEAR  AND  COTTONWOOD.  (These  small 
watersheds  are  23  percent  and  44  percent  NRL.) 
Sediment  yield  is  low  to  moderate,  and  the 
proposed  action  would  improve  or  maintain  this 
condition.  No  change  is  expected  in  the  riparian 
vegetation,  and  these  small  aquatic  habitats 
should  remain  in  their  present  condition. 

DEEP  AND  WILLIAMS.  (NRL  in  these 
watersheds  are  very  limited.)  Rest  rotation 
systems  should  maintain  riparian  vegetation  in  the 
present  condition.  Deep  Creek  would  remain  in 
fair  condition,  while  Williams  Creek  would  remain 
in  good  condition.  Sediment  yield  in  the 
watershed  would  remain  low. 

LEROUX  AND  HUBBARD.  (These  large 
watersheds  are  only  12  percent  and  5  percent 
NRL.)  Direct  grazing  damage  to  riparian  vegeta- 
tion is  not  evident,  and  very  little  change  is  ex- 
pected. 

MINNESOTA  CREEK.  (The  watershed  is  22 
percent  NRL.)  Improvement  of  the  Minnesota 
Creek  watershed  would  decrease  the  sediments 
carried  to  the  North  Fork  and  improve  the  aquatic 
habitat  of  the  creek.  Interseeding  and  pinyon-ju- 
niper  chaining  would  have  short-term  negative  im- 
pacts, but  the  long-term  effect  of  watershed  im- 
provement would  be  good.  Improvement  of  the 
distribution  of  grazing  cattle  via  fences,  trails,  and 
water  developments  would  improve  the  watershed 
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as  a  whole.  There  is  no  problem  from  grazing  on 
riparian  vegetation  on  NRL  in  the  Minnesota 
Creek  watershed. 

Overall,  there  would  be  a  decrease  in  aquatic 
production  of  fish  food  organisms  and  a  decrease 
in  fish  survival  for  one  to  four  years  after  imple- 
mentation of  the  AMP.  This  initial  decrease  would 
be  followed  by  a  return  to  present  conditions  and 
then  by  an  increase  in  fish  food  organisms  and  an 
increase  in  fishery  potential  for  Minnesota  Creek 
after  four  years. 

MUDDY  CREEK,  EAST  AND  WEST 
FORKS.  Four  small  allotments  make  up  a  minor 
percentage   of  the  drainage:   4519  Muddy  Creek, 

4520  Spring  Creek,  4521  Stock  Driveway,  and 
4522  Downing.  One  source  of  erosion  on  NRL  is 
the    stock    driveway    passing    through    allotments 

4521  and  4522;  this  erosion  would  continue.  The 
stream  is  in  very  poor  condition  due  to  heavy 
sediments.  Because  NRL  are  limited,  there  is  lit- 
tle opportunity  for  BLM  action  to  influence  the 
watershed;  therefore  this  environment  would 
remain  in  a  degraded  condition.  Aquatic  produc- 
tivity of  invertebrates  and  fish  would  remain  very 
poor,  and  no  fishery  would  develop. 

TERROR.  (The  watershed  is  11  percent  NRL.) 
Much  of  this  stream  is  inaccessible  due  to  steep 
canyons.  However,  there  is  one  area  of  critical 
erosion  that  adds  sediments  to  the  creek;  this  area 
should  improve  with  implementation  of  the  AMP. 
Range  improvements  would  also  be  beneficial  to 
the  watershed.  Riparian  vegetation  is  excellent 
and  should  remain  so.  The  potential  of  Terror 
Creek  to  support  aquatic  insects  and  trout  may 
improve  slightly;  the  fishery  would  remain  good. 

ANTHRACITE  CREEK.  Allotment  4548  Creek 
Bottom  is  transected  by  Anthracite  Creek.  Cattle 
use  of  riparian  vegetation  is  heavy,  and  the  ripari- 
an vegetation  would  remain  in  only  fair  condition 
with  the  proposed  custodial  management  of  4548. 
There  is  an  insignificant  effect  on  this  large 
stream  from  NRL. 

ROATCAP.  (This  watershed  is  40  percent 
NRL.)  Some  riparian  cover  has  been  removed 
from  along  the  stream,  but  it  remains  in  good  con- 
dition. It  should  improve  slightly  with  better  dis- 
tribution of  cattle  on  the  pastures,  and  the  good 
rating  should  be  retained.  The  east  fork  does  not 
support  aquatic  habitat  because  it  is  intermittent. 
The  west  fork  would  be  maintained  as  good 
habitat  with  native  trout. 


CURRANT.  (The  watershed  is  28  percent 
NRL.)  The  stream  habitat  suffers  due  to  dewater- 
ing  for  irrigation  purposes.  The  AMP  would  im- 
prove the  part  of  the  watershed  managed  by 
BLM,  and  runoff  water  quality  should  show  slight 
improvement.  The  aquatic  habitat  would  poten- 
tially support  trout,  but  the  loss  of  water  in  late 
summer  prevents  this. 

NORTH  FORK.  The  following  streams  con- 
tribute water  to  the  North  Fork  of  the  Gunnison: 
Bear,  Cottonwood,  Deep,  Williams,  Leroux,  Hub- 
bard, Minnesota,  Muddy,  Terror,  Anthracite, 
Roatcap,  and  Currant.  NRL  make  up  a  large  part 
of  the  watershed  of  this  river,  and  water  quality 
of  this  river  is  influenced  by  the  use  of  BLM  al- 
lotments. With  the  proposed  action,  some  minor 
decrease  in  turbidity  and  sediments  reaching  the 
North  Fork  would  result.  This  would  somewhat 
improve  the  numbers  and  diversity  of  inver- 
tebrates, increase  available  food  for  fish,  increase 
the  condition  and  numbers  of  trout  surviving,  and 
increase  the  possibility  of  trout  reproduction.  The 
water  quality  of  the  North  Fork  is  influenced  by 
many  activities  in  the  valley,  and  the  impact 
directly  attributable  to  BLM  grazing  programs  is 
impossible  to  quantify  with  present  data  and 
methods. 

OAK.  Intermittent  flow  prevents  aquatic  organ- 
isms from  surviving,  and  riparian  plants  here  are 
limited  to  drought  and  alkali  resistant  species.  No 
change  is  expected  in  the  stream  area. 

Summary 

Pasture  design,  cattle  use  of  riparian  vegetation, 
sediment  and  turbidity  from  watersheds  used  for 
grazing,  sediment  yield  from  range  improvements, 
and  the  percentage  of  a  watershed  made  up  of 
NRL  each  partially  determines  the  impacts  of  the 
proposed  action  on  aquatic  and  riparian  organ- 
isms. 

Grazing  would  remove  stream  bank  vegetation, 
and  one  year  of  rest  may  not  be  sufficient  for 
riparian  vegetation  to  recover.  A  net  overall  im- 
provement is  expected  for  28.9  miles  of  riparian 
habitat  (see  table  3-14). 

Streams  on  the  Uncompahgre  Plateau,  including 
Cottonwood,  Escalante,  Little  Dominguez,  Moni- 
tor, Potter,  Roubideau,  and  Spring  creeks,  would 
benefit  from  the  proposed  action.  Decreased  graz- 
ing pressure  from  limitation  of  grazing  in  canyon 
bottoms  and  reduced  trailing  would  benefit  ripari- 
an  vegetation  and   decrease  erosion   induced   by 
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trampling.  Slight  decreases  in  sediment  yield  and 
turbidity  in  streams  from  improved  watershed 
conditions  on  the  plateau  would  increase  the 
abundance  and  diversity  of  aquatic  invertebrates 
and  improve  numbers  of  trout  in  some  headwaters 
and  warm  water  fish  in  the  lower  reaches  of  these 
streams.  Dry  Creek  would  decline  due  to  riparian 
damage  from  grazing. 

Intermittent  streams  draining  into  the  Uncom- 
pahgre  River  above  Montrose,  including  Chaffee, 
McKenzie,  and  Beaton  creeks,  do  not  have 
aquatic  habitat.  Billy  Creek  also  drains  to  the  Un- 
compahgre,  and  this  aquatic  habitat  would  remain 
good.  Also  in  this  drainage,  Cow  and  Dallas 
creeks  would  not  change  because  the  USBR  Dal- 
las Creek  project  requires  removal  of  grazing  on 
adjacent  allotments.  The  Uncompahgre  River 
would  become  slightly  more  suitable  for  trout.  Im- 
proved water  quality  of  runoff  from  Dolores, 
Happy  Canyon,  Dry  Cedar,  and  Cedar  creeks 
would  have  a  slight  positive  effect  on  the  lower 
Uncompahgre  River.  Habitat  in  these  streams 
would  remain  limited. 

Most  streams  in  the  North  Fork  area  would  im- 
prove slightly.  Improved  distribution  of  grazing 
pressure  would  protect  riparian  zones,  and 
watershed  improvements  would  decrease  or  main- 
tain present  sediment  yields.  Slight  increases  in 
production  of  aquatic  invertebrates  are  expected 
along  with  an  increased  survival  and  production 
of  trout.  This  would  include  Deep,  Williams, 
Leroux,  Hubbard,  Minnesota,  Terror,  Anthracite, 
Roatcap,  and  Upper  Currant  creeks.  Water  quali- 
ty of  the  North  Fork  River  is  influenced  by  use 
of  BLM  allotments  throughout  the  watershed.  The 
trend  would  be  gradual  improvement  leading  to 
some  small  and  unquantifiable  increase  in  num- 
bers and  diversity  of  aquatic  insects,  and  increase 
in  food  available  to  fish,  and  an  increase  in  the 
condition  and  survival  and  possibly  reproduction 
of  trout  in  the  river.  Large  impacts  on  water 
quality  from  other  uses  in  the  valley  would  con- 
tinue to  make  assessment  of  BLM  impacts  on  the 
river  difficult. 

Cultural  Resources 

The  impacts  on  archeological  resources  are 
analyzed  first,  followed  by  a  summary  of  impacts 
on  historical  resources. 


Archeological  Resources 

The  proposed  action  could  result  in  a  number 
of  adverse  impacts  to  archeological  resource  sites 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.  There  are  304  recorded 
archeological  sites  within  the  area,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  most  could  be  affected  in  one  way  or 
another.  Impacts  to  specific  sites  by  specific  allot- 
ment cannot  be  identified  due  to  the  lack  of  Class 
III  inventory  (100  percent  inventory)  and  to  non- 
specific locations  of  allotment  improvements. 
However,  the  following  allotment-specific  actions 
that  could  affect  archeological  resources  can  be 
identified: 

1.  Vandalism. 

2.  Livestock  trampling. 

3.  Livestock  rubbing. 

4.  Spring  development  and/or  improvement. 

5.  Pipeline,   water  trough,   wells,   and   water 
storage  projects. 

6.  Water  catchments  and  reservoirs. 

7.  Trail  construction. 

8.  Cattleguards. 

9.  Fences. 

10.  Chainings. 

1 1.  Seeding. 

12.  Contour  furrowing. 

Although  vandalism  cannot  be  directly  related 
to  the  proposed  action,  increases  in  this  activity 
can  be  considered  an  indirect  impact.  Unrestricted 
access  via  the  existing  road  network  and  proposed 
construction  activities  for  a  short  period  of  time 
open  much  of  NRL  to  the  threat  posed  by  vandal- 
ism. Range  users,  construction  crews,  and  the 
general  public  as  users  of  NRL— not  to  mention 
amateur  archeologists  and  relic  hunters — tend  to 
appropriate  visible  remains  illegally  from 
archeological  and  historic  sites.  The  proposal 
would  indirectly  increase  vandalism  through  the 
spread  of  local  knowledge  about  site  location. 

Vandalism  is  the  single  most  damaging  impact 
on  archeological  and  historical  sites.  Unscientific 
collection  and  excavation  of  cultural  sites  is  per- 
haps the  single  greatest  obstruction  to  understand- 
ing past  use  of  the  area.  The  destruction  of 
archeological  and  historical  sites  through  vandal- 
ism generally  means  the  total  loss  of  information 
that  might  have  been  recoverable  through  scien- 
tific research  or  in  advance  of  construction  activi- 
ty that  would  destroy  a  cultural  resource. 

The  cultural  resource  base  is  finite,  and  the 
continued  loss  of  information  skews  the  results  of 
studies  of  past  cultures.  Because  vandals  usually 
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concentrate  their  efforts  on  the  more  obvious  and 
more  spectacular  sites  or  objects,  the  resulting 
loss  of  information  may  critically  deter  un- 
derstanding of  past  cultural  phenomona. 

The  major  types  of  losses  that  result  from  van- 
dalism are  the  loss  or  mixing  of  diagnostic  charac- 
teristics that  aid  in  identification  of  a  cultural  unit 
or  temporal  placement,  the  loss  or  mixing  of  data 
concerning  the  adaptations  of  past  peoples  to 
their  environment,  and  the  loss  of  data  concerning 
the  effect  of  past  peoples  on  the  environment. 

The  effect  of  grazing,  in  particular  trampling, 
on  archeological  sites  is  not  fully  understood. 
Buckles  (1971,  p.  1048)  noted  an  adverse  impact 
on  sites  in  the  ES  area  coinciding  with  cultivation 
practices.  In  that  case,  cultivation  was  probably 
the  main  factor  disrupting  intrasite  patterning. 
Litzinger  (1975),  in  a  study  of  the  effects  of  sheep 
grazing  on  southwestern  Colorado  environments, 
found  overgrazing  to  be  detrimental  to  archeologi- 
cal sites:  secondary  geologic  processes,  such  as 
erosion,  contributed  to  destruction  of  sites. 

Due  to  the  lack  of  definitive  information  con- 
cerning impacts  of  grazing,  the  Montrose  District 
archeologist  visited  approximately  50  previously 
recorded  sites  in  the  ES  area.  Comparisons  were 
made  between  the  current  (as  found)  condition 
and  the  original  site  descriptions,  maps,  and 
photographs. 

The  evidence  indicates,  in  general,  that 
livestock  grazing  has  only  minimal  effects  on 
archeological  sites,  except  for  specific  situations. 
These  situations  are  trampling  around  springs 
where  severe  mixing  of  horizontal  layers  can 
occur  and  along  stock  trails  where  secondary  ero- 
sional  processes  occur;  the  result  would  be  dis- 
placement of  cultural  materials.  In  general, 
livestock  grazing  does  not  cause  significant  ad- 
verse impacts  to  archeological  sites  except  where 
soil  stability  is  poor  and  secondary  geologic 
processes  can  take  place  as  a  result  of  overgraz- 
ing, stock  trailing,  etc. 

One  other  potential  impact  of  grazing  has  been 
identified  through  on-site  examination.  Standing 
structures,  such  as  wickiups  and  historic 
buildings,  could  be  adversely  affected  by  having 
their  integrity  disrupted  (e.g.,  a  structure  knocked 
down).  The  detrimental  effect  of  livestock  rubbing 
on  standing  structures  has  been  documented  el- 
sewhere, specifically  in  the  San  Luis  Grazing  ES. 

Several  wickiup  sites  and  historic  structure  sites 
are  known  in  the  ES  area.  At  present  these  sites 


have  not  been  affected  because  there  has  been  no 
grazing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sites.  With  the  imple- 
mentation of  the  proposed  range  programs,  how- 
ever, the  possibility  would  increase  severalfold 
that  these  very  fragile  resources  might  suffer  ad- 
verse impacts,  primarily  in  the  form  of  increased 
cattle  rubbing. 

All  of  the  other  implementing  actions  could 
potentially  produce  negative  effects  because  they 
generate  primary  surface  disturbance.  That  sur- 
face disturbance  in  the  vicinity  of  cultural 
resources  creates  adverse  effects  has  been 
demonstrated  and  documented  by  a  variety  of 
sources,  such  as  De  Bloois,  Green,  and  Wylie 
(1974).  The  impacts  of  surface  disturbance  on 
archeological  sites  are  generally: 

1.  Disturbance  or  loss  of  horizontal  cultural 
deposits. 

2.  Disturbance  or  loss  of  vertical  cultural 
deposits. 

3.  Disturbance  or  loss  of  paleoecological  data. 

4.  Disturbance  or  loss  of  natural  sedimentary 
deposition.  Surface  disturbance,  in  effect, 
causes  destruction  or  mixing  of  artifacts, 
destroying  the  evidence  of  human  use  and  pat- 
terns of  occupation  at  a  site. 

All  of  the  identified  impacts  could  potentially 
adversely  affect  open  lithic  sites.  Rock  art  panels 
are  not  likely  to  suffer  impacts  unless  construc- 
tion activities  require  movement  of  the  rock  con- 
taining the  panel.  Surface  structures,  standing 
wickiups,  and  standing  historic  sites  could  suffer 
impacts  by  cattle  rubbing  and  by  construction  ac- 
tivities if  workers  pass  through  or  are  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  structure.  Rockshelters  are  unlike- 
ly to  be  affected  by  the  proposed  action.  Tram- 
pling is  the  only  conceivable  source  of  impact, 
and  based  on  topographic  situation  of  the  known 
rockshelters  adverse  impact  is  unlikely. 

Historical  Resources 

Most  of  the  historical  resources  that  were  sur- 
veyed are  on  private  or  state  land  and  are  pro- 
tected by  fencing  or  lack  of  legal  access.  Such 
sites  may  riot  be  affected  by  the  proposed  action. 
Most  of  the  few  sites  located  on  NRL  are  ruins 
and  would  not  be  affected  by  the  proposed  action. 

The  following  three  historic  sites  located  on  or 
near  NRL  could  be  harmed  by  implementation  of 
the  proposed  action:  site  Oil,  a  cabin  located  on 
4013  Ben  Lowe  allotment;  site  GG-007,  a  lime 
kiln  on  5038  Red  Canyon  allotment,  situated  on 
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private  land  adjacent  to  NRL  in  open  range;  and 
site  GG-011,  a  cabin  located  in  open  range  on 
NRL.  These  sites  could  be  damaged  by  increased 
cattle  rubbing  or  vandalized  by  people  seeking  ar- 
tifacts or  digging  in  the  site,  as  discussed  under 
Archeological  Resources  above.  The  sites  have 
not  been  determined  to  have  National  Register 
significance. 

Summary 

Implementation  of  the  proposed  action  could 
result  in  the  disturbance  or  destruction  of  various 
cultural  resource  sites.  Direct  impacts  on 
archeological  sites  would  be  primarily  the  result 
of  the  proposed  range  improvements.  Grazing  it- 
self, specifically  trampling,  is  considered  to  have 
a  minimal  impact,  except  in  areas  around  springs, 
in  areas  susceptible  to  secondary  geologic 
processes,  such  as  erosion,  or  around  surface 
sites  and  standing  structures.  Increased  cattle 
rubbing  could  damage  standing  sites,  such  as 
standing  wickiups,  and  in  particular  three  historic 
sites,  Oil  cabin,  GG-011  cabin,  and  GG-007  lime 
kiln. 

Visual  Resources 

Table  3-15,  Visual  Impacts  Summary,  displays 
the  results  of  contrast  ratings  (visual  impact  deter- 
mination process;  see  appendix  8).  As  indicated  in 
appendix  8,  this  table  summarizes  the  results  of  a 
generalized  or  nonsite-specific  analytical  exercise. 
A  close  look  at  this  table  shows  that  very  few  of 
the  proposed  facilities  would  create  visual  impacts 
in  VRM  Class  III  and  IV  areas,  while  a  look  at 
the  VRM  classes,  map  2-12,  shows  that  most  of 
the  public  lands  are  covered  by  Classes  III  and 
IV.  A  site-by-site  analysis  has  resulted  in  the 
determination  that  there  would  be  no  discordant 
visual  impacts  from  any  of  the  projects. 

Recreation 

This  section  discusses  impacts  of  the  proposed 
action  on  hunting,  fishing,  and  areas  managed  for 
recreational  values.  The  most  significant  impacts 
would  be  on  hunting  and  fishing  opportunities. 

Hunting 

The  proposed  action  would  provide  some  addi- 
tional forage  and  cover  for  an  additional  15  to  30 
percent  of  wintering  deer  and  8  to  13  percent  of 
wintering  elk  (see  Wildlife).  Assuming  that  a  per- 
centage of  the  increase  in  animal  populations 
would     result     in     an     increase     of     harvestable 


animals,  it  follows  that  more  hunter-days  could 
result.  Quantification  of  additional  hunter-days  is 
uncertain  at  this  point,  however,  since  DOW 
management  strategies  will  vary  (e.g.,  DOW  may 
not  choose  to  allow  additional  harvest  in  areas 
covered  by  the  proposed  action).  Moreover,  the 
increased  demand  will  far  exceed  any  opportuni- 
ties for  increase  in  hunter-days  resulting  from  the 
proposed  action,  that  is,  increased  hunter-days 
will  result  in  spite  of  the  proposed  action,  since 
demand  already  exceeds  supply.  However,  the  in- 
creased populations  resulting  from  the  proposed 
action  may  help  to  meet  the  increased  demand. 

A  report  prepared  by  the  DOW  in  1974  in- 
dicates that  demand  already  exceeds  supply  of 
hunting  opportunities  for  antelope  (magnitudes 
can  be  obtained  from  this  report).  Hunting,  which 
is  by  permit  only,  harvests  about  20  percent  of 
pre-season  population.  Reduced  levels  of  harvest 
are  planned  until  optimum  population  numbers  are 
achieved.  The  proposed  action  appears  to  coin- 
cide with  state  policy  and  would  allow  additional 
hunters  and  nonconsumptive  users  the  opportuni- 
ty to  satisfy  demands. 

Demands  for  deer  hunting  opportunities  are  ex- 
pected to  exceed  supply  before  1980.  Thus,  future 
hunting  restrictions  and  limitations  seem  likely. 
Stated  goals  and  policies  include  expanding  exist- 
ing populations,  providing  a  wider  array  of  hunt- 
ing opportunities,  and  improving  habitat,  which 
includes  eliminating  conflict  with  other  game  spe- 
cies such  as  elk. 

Elk  hunting  demand  is  also  expected  to  exceed 
supply  before  1980.  The  report  indicates  that  cur- 
rent levels  of  hunting  demand  cannot  be  main- 
tained without  reducing  success  levels.  Some 
combination  of  permits  and  general  license  hunt- 
ing may  be  instituted  with  management  strategies 
focusing  on  maximizing  habitat  and  controlling 
factors  that  would  limit  the  size  of  elk  herds. 

Fishing 

The  quality  of  fishing  may  be  improved  by  im- 
plementation of  the  proposed  action.  Cattle  would 
still  use  the  streams  as  a  source  of  water,  re- 
gardless of  desired  grazing  management  objec- 
tives; however,  in  theory  they  would  use  the 
streams  less.  If  so,  the  fishing  resources  in  the 
area  would  suffer  fewer  adverse  impacts  from 
livestock  trampling,  vegetation  depletion,  and 
feces  than  at  present.  Although  the  fishing  condi- 
tions  may   be   more   pleasant,   it  is  doubtful  that 
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fishing   use    would    increase   as   a    result   of   the 
proposed  action. 

Areas  Managed  for  Recreational  Values 

Gunnison  Gorge  Recreation  Lands 

There  would  be  no  undesirable  impacts  on  the 
Gunnison  Gorge  Recreation  Lands.  Since  grazing 
is  an  acceptable  use  within  the  recreation  lands, 
any  action  attempting  to  better  manage  and  con- 
trol livestock  operations  can  only  serve  to  im- 
prove recreation  and  livestock  compatibility.  A 
large  part  of  the  recreation  lands  are  unsuitable 
for  grazing  because  of  physiographic  limitations. 

Gunnison      River     Wild     and     Scenic     River 

Study  Area 

Implementation  of  the  proposed  action  would 
not  affect  the  corridor  of  the  Gunnison  River 
being  studied  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Wild 
and  Scenic  Rivers  system.  Range  improvements 
and  range  utilization  would  not  occur  within  the 
study  corridor  because  of  physiographic  con- 
straints. 

Needle  Rock  Natural  Area 

The  Needle  Rock  Natural  Area  would  not  be 
adversely  affected  because  grazing  is  an  accepta- 
ble use  in  the  area  and  no  range  improvements 
are  planned. 

Dominguez  Creeks  Area 

Dominguez  Creeks  area  has  been  identified  for 
study  of  primitive  values.  The  management 
framework  plan  stated  that  the  area  will  be 
managed  for  its  primitive  values  until  such  time  as 
a  study  is  completed  to  determine  the  feasibility 
of  a  primitive  designation.  As  of  this  date 
(December  1976)  a  study  has  not  been  completed. 

In  accordance  with  PL  94-579  (Sec.  603  of  the 
Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of 
1976),  BLM  is  required  to  review  those  roadless 
areas  of  five  thousand  acres  or  more  and  roadless 
islands  of  the  public  lands,  identified  during  the 
inventory  required  by  section  201  (a)  of  this  act 
as  having  wilderness  characteristics  described  in 
the  Wilderness  Act  of  September  3,  1964  (78  Stat. 
890;  16  VSC  1131  et  seq.).  BLM  is  also  required 
to  recommend  to  the  President  from  time  to  time 
the  suitability  or  nonsuitability  of  each  such  area 
or  island  for  preservation  as  wilderness.  The 
Dominguez  Creeks  area  is  currently  scheduled  for 
a  review  in  fiscal  year  1980  (FY  80). 

The  proposed  action  would  have  impacts  on  the 
management   of  the   Dominguez   Creeks   area.   In 


accordance  with  primitive  area  guidance  docu- 
ments and  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964,  grazing  is 
an  allowable  activity  within  designated  areas. 
However,  some  elements  of  the  proposed  action 
would  not  be  consistent  with  primitive  area 
management  policy  (as  set  forth  in  the  excerpt 
from  the  Colorado  Supplement  to  BLM  Manual 
6621  in  appendix  9)  or  with  the  Wilderness  Act  of 
1964. 

Elements  of  the  grazing  management  system 
proposed  for  4001  Dominguez  allotment  include 
unacceptable  chainings  and  pipeline  construction. 
They  go  beyond  the  allowable  minimal  develop- 
ment criteria.  However,  section  G.8  of  the 
Dominguez  AMP  (4001)  states:  "Implementation 
of  the  proposed  grazing  system  will  be  delayed 
until  after  completion  of  the  Little  Dominguez 
review  and  will  be  coordinated  with  its  findings 
(tentatively  scheduled  for  FY  80)." 

With  the  exception  of  the  Dominguez  Creeks 
area,  there  are  no  potential  wilderness  resources 
(wildland  areas)  in  the  ES  area,  nor  are  there  ex- 
isting national  wilderness  areas  that  might  be  af- 
fected by  the  proposed  action. 

Summary 

Although  hunting  and  fishing  may  receive 
minimal  impacts,  the  degree  of  impact  would  be 
so  insignificant  as  to  be  unquantifiable.  Chainings 
and  pipeline  construction  proposed  in  the  4001 
Dominguez  AMP  would  definitely  produce  ad- 
verse impacts  on  the  existing  recreation  manage- 
ment in  the  Dominguez  Creeks  area.  Furthermore, 
these  range  improvements  would  not  be  con- 
sistent with  current  BLM  primitive  area  manage- 
ment policy. 

Agriculture 

The  agriculture  section  analyzes  the  impacts  of 
the  proposed  action  on  farming  and  livestock 
grazing  in  the  ES  area. 

Farming 

Implementation  of  the  proposed  action  in  the 
ES  area  would  have  no  impact  on  crop  production 
not  related  to  livestock  grazing.  Later  turnout 
dates  and  no  spring  grazing  during  some  years,  as 
proposed  in  some  of  the  AMPs,  would  result  in 
livestock  being  held  on  private  lands  for  longer 
periods  in  the  spring.  As  shown  in  table  3-16, 
operators  of  28  allotments  proposed  for  later  tur- 
nout dates,  would  have  to  defer  irrigation  or  con- 
tinue feeding  hay  until  cattle  are  moved  to  spring 
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ranges,  which  would  shorten  the  growing  season 
or  increase  the  demand  for  forage  crops.  The  hay 
loss  associated  with  the  shorter  growing  season 
would  be  about  one  ton  per  acre  average  for  the 
ES  area.  Fourteen  allotments  would  have  spring 
grazing  abolished  altogether,  while  13  one-pasture 
allotments  would  have  no  spring  grazing  some 
years  (two  out  of  three  or  three  out  of  four  years 
there  would  be  no  spring  grazing).  However,  on 
21  allotments  where  fall  grazing  is  being  initiated 
or  increased,  forage  needs  could  be  balanced  by 
individual  operators  by  the  end  of  the  first  year. 

Livestock  Grazing 

Upon  implementation  of  the  proposed  action, 
grazing  use  on  NRL  would  total  33,317  AUMs  an- 
nually for  the  first  few  years.  Reductions  in  graz- 
ing use  from  the  present  active  licensed  use 
(35,369  AUMs)  to  the  proposed  use  (33,317 
AUMs)  total  2,052  AUMs  annually.  The  reduction 
from  present  active  licensed  use  amounts  to  a 
reduction  of  5.8  percent  annually,  which  would  be 
an  adverse  effect  to  the  ES  area  for  the  first  few 
years.  Effects  on  operators  of  differences  of 
AUMs  and  season  of  use  are  summarized  by  al- 
lotment in  table  3-16.  Impacts  of  these  effects  are 
unquantifiable  and  unidentifiable. 

Over  the  long  term  (by  2006),  assuming  the  ac- 
tive grazing  qualifications  of  the  permittees 
(40,479  AUMs,  i.e.,  present  active  use  qualifica- 
tions of  40,705  AUMs  minus  226  AUMs  proposed 
to  be  eliminated)  are  filled  by  future  increases  in 
productivity  (refer  to  table  3-8),  the  increase  in 
annual  active  licensed  use  would  be  5,110  AUMs, 
or  an  increase  of  14.5  percent  (  [40,479  —  35,369] 
-5-  35,369  x  100  percent  =  14.448  percent)  over 
present  active  licensed  use. 

If  the  quality  (vigor)  and  quantity  of  forage  im- 
prove after  implementation  as  stated  in  the 
vegetation  section  of  this  chapter,  it  is  possible 
that  the  quality  of  AUMs  would  increase  so  that 
weight  gains  or  productivity  would  also  increase 
slightly  or  that  additional  AUMs  might  be  made 
available  for  domestic  livestock  use. 

Livestock  management  through  the  proposed 
AMPs  would  entail  moving  livestock  more  often 
than  under  present  management,  and  in  some 
cases  longer  distances.  Construction  of  range  im- 
provements would  require  livestock  operators  to 
maintain  these  in  a  serviceable  condition.  Both  of 
these  would  require  additional  labor. 


According  to  the  proposed  action  for  the  area, 
there  would  be  some  increases  and  decreases  in 
active  licensed  use  for  implementation  of  the  in- 
dividual grazing  systems.  As  table  3-16  suggests, 
in  a  few  cases  reductions  in  active  licensed  use 
would  be  significant  (as  much  as  597  AUMs  for 
4017  Alkali  Flats  allotment).  In  the  case  of  one- 
pasture  rest  rotation  systems,  reductions  of  up  to 
33  percent  in  average  annual  use  for  a  three  or 
four  year  cycle  would  be  severe  on  individual 
operators.  The  actual  degree  of  severity  would  de- 
pend on  the  quantity  and  quality  of  other  private 
and  public  rangelands  owned  and  leased  by  the 
operator.  Smaller  operators  would  be  the  most 
severely  affected.  However,  in  most  cases  it  is 
probable  that  the  operator  could  accommodate  the 
necessary  adjustment  through  a  change  in  use  pat- 
terns on  privately  owned  land.  Furthermore,  some 
of  the  adverse  impacts  would  be  mitigated  over 
the  long  term  (by  2006)  as  forage  productivity  in- 
creases. 

The  livestock  grazing  impacts  from  the 
proposed  action  are  rather  insignificant  when 
compared  with  the  total  demand  (including  USFS, 
private,  etc.)  for  AUMs  in  the  ES  area.  Of  an 
estimated  1,510,800  AUMs  required  in  1974,  an 
increase  of  5,110  AUMs  would  represent  only 
0.34  percent  of  the  total. 

Summary 

As  proposed  in  some  AMPs,  later  turnout  dates 
and  no  spring  grazing  during  some  years  would 
require  livestock  to  be  held  on  private  lands  later 
into  the  spring,  which  would  shorten  the  growing 
season,  or  increase  the  demand  for  forage  crops. 
However,  forage  needs  could  be  balanced  on  21 
allotments  where  fall  grazing  is  being  initiated  or 
increased.  For  livestock  grazing,  in  spite  of  some 
individual  and  short-term  adverse  impacts,  it  ap- 
pears the  overall  net  impact  of  the  proposal  would 
be  beneficial,  resulting  in  5,110  additional  AUMs 
of  forage  for  livestock  use. 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

The  socio-economic  section  deals  with  the  im- 
pacts of  the  proposed  action  on  ES  area  popula- 
tion, income  (including  range  livestock-related  in- 
come, contract  construction-related  income, 
recreation-related  income,  and  government-related 
income),  employment,  social  well-being,  public 
finance  and  tax  base,  and  finally  socio-cultural  at- 
titudes. Relevant  methodologies  and  computations 
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not  contained  in  this  section  can  be  found  in  ap- 
pendix 10. 

Income 

As  noted  in  chapter  2,  the  ES  area  suffers  an 
inferior  income  position  relative  to  the  state  as  a 
whole.  The  proposed  action  would  generate  im- 
pacts in  four  sectors  of  the  economy. 

Range  Livestock-Related  Income 

Allowable  livestock  use  (active  use  qualifica- 
tions) on  BLM  lands  in  the  ES  area  is  presently 
40,705  AUMs  annually.  This  number  is  expected 
to  decrease  to  40,479  AUMs  at  implementation  of 
the  proposed  action  (40,705  minus  226  AUMs 
proposed  for  elimination).  Active  licensed  use  is 
less  than  allowable  use,  being  35,369  in  1975,  and 
is  proposed  to  decrease  to  33,317  when  the 
proposal  is  initiated.  This  would  be  a  2,052  AUM 
reduction  in  active  licensed  use,  a  short-term 
decrease  in  range  livestock-related  income  (in 
1970  dollars)  of  $5,950.80  (2,052  -  $2.90  = 
$5,950.80).  Given  the  range  livestock  multiplier  of 
(1.487),  total  direct  and  indirect  income  effect  of 
this  short-term  decrease  would  be  $8,848.84 
($5,950.80  ■*■  1.487  =  $8,848.84).  This  is  not  a  sig- 
nificant amount  when  compared  with  1974  ES 
area  total  livestock-related  income  of  $6,515,023 
and  total  personal  income  of  $155,345,000. 

Over  the  longer  term,  productivity  of  the 
vegetative  resource  is  expected  to  reach  a  level 
where  active  licensed  use  would  exceed  the 
present  level.  By  the  year  2006  (as  indicated  in 
the  livestock  grazing  section),  it  is  expected  that 
40,479  AUMs  of  qualification  would  be  active 
licensed  use.  This  would  be  an  increase  of  5,110 
AUMs  over  the  1975  active  licensed  use  level  and 
would  result  in  an  increase  in  direct  range 
livestock-related  income  of  $14,819  (5,110  -j-  $2.90 
=  $14,819).  The  resulting  total  direct  and  indirect 
livestock-related  income  would  be  $22,035.85 
($14,819  +  1.487  =  $22,035.85).  Thus,  although  a 
positive  income  impact,  it  would  be  relatively  in- 
significant, with  the  ES  area  increase  in  direct 
range  livestock-related  income  being  0.338  percent 
of  1974  direct  range  livestock-related  income  and 
the  total  direct  and  indirect  range  livestock-related 
income  being  0.014  percent  of  1974  total  personal 
income. 
Contract  Construction-Related  Income 

Implementation  of  the  proposal  would  yield  the 


improvements  and  costs  shown  in  table  3-2,  under 
Assumptions  and  Analysis  Guidelines.  As  this 
table  shows,  construction  costs  over  the  imple- 
mentation period  would  total  $1,788,164.  (All 
costs  given  in  table  3-2  are  in  1976  dollars.  Since 
the  magnitude  and  duration  of  future  monetary 
cycles  is  presently  unknown,  those  using  these 
data  must  make  adjustments  based  on  their  own 
expectations  about  the  future.) 

If  an  estimated  20  percent  of  total  construction 
costs  is  retained  by  ES  area  households,  the  an- 
nual income  impacts  of  the  proposal  would  be  the 
amounts  shown  on  the  bottom  line  of  table  3-2. 
These  amounts  represent  0.951  percent,  0.885  per- 
cent, 0.467  percent,  0.591  percent,  0.519  percent, 
0.491  percent,  and  0.302  percent  respectively  of 
the  1974  ES  area  contract  construction  income  of 
$8,503,000  for  the  seven  years  involved.  Although 
not  large,  these  annual  impacts  would  occur  in  an 
area  where  incomes  are  generally  low.  The  actual 
magnitude  and  significance  of  these  impacts  are 
dependent  upon  the  number  of  contractors  and 
labor  force  employed  from  the  ES  area. 

Annual  expenditures  for  maintenance  represent 
an  ongoing  impact  in  the  area.  Table  3-2  sum- 
marizes by  improvement  type  the  maintenance 
impacts  based  on  maintenance  rates  estimated  as 
a  percentage  of  initial  costs.  Upon  completion  of 
the  proposed  improvements,  annual  maintenance 
costs  would  be  $65,290,  or  3.65  percent  of  initial 
construction  costs.  Since  maintenance  is  more 
labor  intensive  than  construction,  it  is  assumed 
that  30  percent  of  maintenance  costs  would  be 
retained  by  area  households  as  income.  Thus,  the 
annual  income  effect  would  be  $19,587.  These  an- 
nual maintenance  costs  represent  0.23  percent  of 
1974  ES  area  contract  construction  income.  As  is 
the  case  with  initial  construction,  the  impacts 
could  be  maximized  if  local  contractors  and  labor 
were  utilized. 

The  maintenance  costs  have  both  positive  and 
negative  dimensions.  On  the  positive  side,  the  in- 
creased income  to  area  residents  would  be  wel- 
come. However,  much  of  the  actual  annual  main- 
tenance would  be  assumed  by  permittees  (i.e., 
fences,  springs,  and  cattleguards— $10,328)  as  a 
condition  of  AMP  implementation.  Therefore,  it 
would  be  viewed  by  ranchers  as  an  additional 
operating  cost  and  could  have  an  inflationary  im- 
pact on  some  individual  operators  depending  upon 
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whether  or  not  additional  AUM  usage  generates 
income  sufficient  to  cover  their  additional  cost  of 
operating.  Thus,  it  appears  that  some  of  the 
beneficial  income  impacts  on  construction  wor- 
kers, ranch  hands,  etc.,  would  come  at  the  ex- 
pense of  livestock  operators. 

Recreation-Related  Income 

In  chapter  2  it  was  indicated  that  hunting  and 
fishing  expenditures  in  the  three-county  ES  area 
possibly  accounted  for  $6.35  million  of  income  in 
1973.  A  previous  section  in  this  chapter  (Wildlife), 
indicated  that  the  proposal  would  provide  habitat 
for  expanded  big  game  populations.  The  increases 
in  numbers  of  animals  by  species  would  be  elk,  96 
to  156;  deer,  2,200  to  4,500;  and  antelope,  75  to 
100.  These  numbers  represent  increases  of  8  to  13 
percent,  15  to  30  percent,  21  to  29  percent  respec- 
tively. 

By  applying  these  increases  to  hunters'  expen- 
ditures by  game  species,  as  reported  in  A  Survey 
of  Sportsmen  Expenditures  for  Hunting  and  Fishing 
in  Colorado,  1973  (Colorado  State  University 
1975),  it  is  possible  to  obtain  expected  hunter  ex- 
penditure changes  in  the  ES  area.  (See  appendix 
10,  Methodology  for  Estimating  Sportsmen  Ex- 
penditure Changes  Resulting  from  Changes  in 
Wildlife  Population.)  Hunters'  expenditures  would 
increase  between  $222,387  and  $454,490  (1973  dol- 
lars), providing  that  game  management  practices 
would  allow  population  increases  consistent  with 
NRL  habitat  improvement. 

If  about  20  percent  of  these  expenditures  were 
retained  as  income  to  ES  area  residents,  the  area 
income  impact  would  be  an  addition  of  between 
$44,477  and  $89,098.  This  impact  would  be  small 
when  compared  with  total  ES  area  income,  yet  it 
is  an  impact  which  would  generate  additional  in- 
come and  employment.  The  increased  big  game 
population  would  provide  the  basis  to  help  satisfy 
demands  for  hunting  opportunities. 

As  indicated  in  the  recreation  section  of  this 
chapter,  in  the  case  of  all  three  big  game  species, 
data  suggest  that  while  hunting  demand  is  increas- 
ing regardless  of  the  proposed  action,  the 
proposal  would  assist  the  DOW  in  achieving 
stated  objectives  as  well  as  providing  consump- 
tive and  nonconsumptive  use  opportunities  that 
would  not  otherwise  exist.  The  economic  impacts 
described  above  represent  a  best  estimate  of  gross 
economic  and  income  impacts  of  realizing  the 
recreation  effects. 


Government-Related  Income 

Implementation  of  the  proposed  action  assumes 
the  hiring  of  four  additional  BLM  employees:  one 
range  conservationist,  one  range  technician,  one 
engineering  technician,  and  one  wildlife  techni- 
cian. They  would  be  needed  to  supervise  installa- 
tion of  improvements,  assist  with  maintenance, 
assure  that  grazing  systems  prescribed  in  AMPs 
are  being  followed,  check  for  trespass,  etc. 

Annual  salaries  for  the  employees  would  total 
approximately  $48,000,  with  travel,  vehicle,  and 
other  associated  expenditures  being  about 
$14,000.  All  four  positions  would  be  located  in  the 
ES  area,  which  would  receive  the  full  impact  of 
these  additional  incomes.  Net  salaries  would  be 
less  than  the  amount  indicated;  however,  the  mul- 
tiplier effect  would  increase  local  impacts  to 
nearly  the  gross  salary  of  $48,000.  If  about  20  per- 
cent of  the  $14,000  annual  overhead  expenditure 
is  captured  by  area  households,  it  would  account 
for  $2,800  in  additional  annual  income. 

Although  the  additional  income  would  have  a 
slight  positive  impact  on  the  area's  economy,  it 
might  be  viewed  as  negative  by  taxpayers  since 
the  additional  government  expenditures  could 
have  a  minor  adverse  impact  on  the  federal 
budget,  possibly  contributing  to  additional  infla- 
tion. 

Employment 

Additional  employment  would  be  generated  by 
the  proposed  action.  As  indicated  in  the  preceding 
section,  government  employment  would  be  in- 
creased by  four  positions.  This  employment 
would  begin  when  the  proposal  is  initiated,  con- 
tinuing indefinitely  during  operation  of  the  grazing 
systems.  About  0.23  man-year  of  employment 
would  be  created  from  overhead  expenditures. 

During  the  seven  year  implementation  phase, 
29.80  man-years  (assumes  an  average  annual  sa- 
lary of  $12,000)  of  construction  employment 
would  be  generated,  with  the  greatest  yearly  con- 
centration coming  in  the  first  two  years.  After  the 
eighth  year,  when  all  AMPs  would  be  imple- 
mented, the  maintenance  income  impact  would 
generate  an  estimated  1.63  man-years  of  employ- 
ment annually. 

The  wildlife  (hunting)  income  impact  would 
generate  between  3.71  and  7.42  additional  man- 
years  of  employment  within  twenty  years  after 
the  proposal  is  implemented. 
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The  additional  income  can  be  viewed  as  creat- 
ing new  jobs,  whether  it  involves  new  work  for 
existing  employees  or  totally  new  employees. 
However,  production  of  additional  AUMs  of  graz- 
ing would  not  be  likely  to  generate  any  new  em- 
ployment since  existing  ranches  would  probably 
experience  some  economies  of  scale  and  handle 
any  expansion  with  the  existing  work  force. 

After  implementation  of  the  proposal,  the  total 
permanent  employment  impact  would  be  an  esti- 
mated 9.57  to  13.28  man-years  annually.  Although 
a  positive  impact,  it  is  relatively  insignificant 
when  compared  with  ES  area  estimated  employ- 
ment of  14,461  in  1974. 

Social  Well-Being 

The  discussions  of  income  and  employment  in 
preceding  sections  indicate  that  the  social  well- 
being  of  the  ES  area  would  be  improved  slightly. 
However,  considering  the  small  magnitudes  as- 
sociated with  the  discussed  impacts,  there  would 
not  be  a  significant  impact  on  area  problems  and 
deficits.  The  proposal  cannot  be  viewed  as  an  ac- 
tion that  would  correct  existing  inequities. 

Public  Finance  and  Tax  Base 

As  indicated  in  a  previous  section,  there  would 
be  a  decrease  in  allowable  AUM  use  (active  use 
qualifications)  from  the  presently  licensed  level  of 
40,705  to  40,479.  The  decrease  in  allowable  use 
represents  a  decrease  having  economic  value  to 
the  ranches  associated  with  the  use  decreases. 
Therefore,  the  value  of  such  ranches  and  of  the 
ES  area  tax  base  would  be  decreased. 

Studies  suggest  that  the  value  of  livestock 
ranches  is  about  $1,000  to  $1,200  per  animal  unit 
of  carrying  capacity.  A  decrease  of  226  AUMs 
(40,705-40,479)  would  translate  into  a  decrease  of 
18.83  animal  units  of  allowable  use,  which  would 
decrease  the  present  value  of  future  income  and 
related  improvements  by  about  $18,830.  This 
decrease  or  impact  would  be  felt  by  present 
owners  of  affected  ranches,  and  a  related 
decrease  would  involve  the  tax  base.  In  Colorado, 
property  is  generally  assessed  at  about  30  percent 
of  its  market  value.  The  decrease  in  the  tax  base 
would  amount  to  about  $5,649  or  0.007  percent  of 
1975  ES  area  assessed  valuation  (Colorado  De- 
partment of  Local  Affairs  1975). 

It  should  be  noted  that  Colorado  agricultural 
land  prices  reflect  demand  influences  for  land  for 
considerations  other  than  future  ranch  income. 
Therefore,  the  likelihood  that  ES  area  ranch  pro- 


perty would  appreciate  is  acknowledged.  How- 
ever, values  of  ranch  property  with  decreased 
present  value  as  a  result  of  the  proposal  might  be 
expected  to  increase  at  a  slower  rate  than  those 
similar  properties  experiencing  no  decreased  car- 
rying capacity.  To  assess  the  impact  of  decreased 
carrying  capacity  on  individual  operators, 
decreases  in  allowable  licensed  grazing  levels 
would  have  to  be  viewed  on  an  individual  opera- 
tor by  operator  basis. 

Socio-Cultural  Attitudes 

To  the  extent  that  the  proposed  action  would 
stimulate  the  region's  economy,  protect  natural 
resource  values  by  enhancement  of  the  vegetative 
resource,  increase  wildlife  populations,  and  in- 
crease domestic  livestock  grazing  levels,  the 
proposed  action  would  be  in  harmony  with  exist- 
ing area  values  and  attitudes. 

Some  local  resentment  could  occur  as  a  result 
of  the  imposition  of  a  more  detailed  management 
program  and  the  addition  of  "federal  employees" 
to  implement  the  proposed  action.  However,  a 
strong  area  sentiment  favoring  the  installation  of 
range  improvements  that  would  facilitate  domestic 
grazing  use  could  be  expected  to  counter  this  at- 
titude. 

Summary 

Income  in  all  four  categories  would  increase  for 
the  ES  area.  Annual  direct  livestock-related  in- 
come would  be  increased  by  about  $14,819  with 
the  total  direct  and  indirect  income  effect  being 
about  $22,036.  Through  the  construction  phase, 
area  income  would  be  increased  by  $357,633,  with 
maintenance  expenditures  accounting  for  $19,587 
income  annually  after  the  construction  phase.  Ad- 
ditional hunter  expenditures  would  increase  area 
income  by  an  estimated  $44,477  to  $89,098  an- 
nually within  twenty  years  of  implementation.  Ad- 
ditional federal  government  employees'  salaries 
would  account  for  an  increase  of  about  $48,000  in 
area  income  annually  with  overhead  expenses  ad- 
ding another  $2,800.  The  tax  base  would  be 
slightly  decreased  by  $5,649. 

Upon  initiation  of  the  proposal,  government 
employment  would  provide  four  year-round  posi- 
tions and  about  0.23  man-year  of  employment 
from  overhead  expenditures.  About  29.80  man- 
years  of  employment  would  be  generated  through 
the  construction  phase  with  operations  and  main- 
tenance accounting  for  1.63  annually  thereafter. 
Within  twenty  years  after  implementation,  hunter 
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expenditures  would  account  for  an  estimated  3.71  area  values  and  attitudes, 

to  7.42  man-years  annually.  _  _ 

Well-being   of   the   area   would    be   slightly   im-  lmPact  Nummary 
proved  by  the  proposed  action.  The  proposed  ac-  Table  3-17  summarizes  the  predicted  results  of 

tion  generally  appears  to  be  in  harmony  with  ES  the  proposed  action  by  resources  or  components. 
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TABLE  3-17 

PROJECTED  RESULTS  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION  AFTER  TWENTY  YEARS 

IN  COMPARISON  WITH  THE  PRESENT  STATUS  OF  THE  ES  AREA 


Resources  or  Component 


Unit 


Present  Status 


Change 
By  2006 


Soils 


Erosion  condition 

classes 

Acres 

Stable 

32,260 

Slight 

236,998 

Moderate 

224,767 

Critical 

28,320 

Severe 

3,430 

Vegetation 
Range  condition 

Acres 

Good 

74,990 

Fair 

215,430 

Poor 

235,355 

Production 

AUMs 

51,315 

Wildlife:  Terrestrii 

al 

Browse  condition: 

mule 

deer  crucial  areas 

Acres 

Good 

4,575 

Fair 

40,095 

Poor 

69,075 

Browse  condition: 

elk 

crucial  areas 

Acres 

Good 

0 

Fair 

2,815 

Poor 

8,445 

Browse  condition: 

noncrudal  areas 

Acres 

Good 

10,135 

Fair 

105,255 

Poor 

235,830 

Wildlife  Use 

AUMs 

17,998 

Populations 

No. 

Mule  Deer 

15,000 

Elk 

1,200 

Antelope 

350 

Wildlife:  Aquatic  & 

Riparian 

Riparian  habitat 

NRL  Miles 

Excellent 

12.4 

Good 

45.4 

Fair 

60.8 

Poor 

30.7 

Nonexistent 

13.5 

Aquatic  Habitat 

NRL  Miles 

Excellent 

19.8 

Good 

62.9 

Fair 

28.0 

Poor 

20.1 

Nonexistent 

32.0 

Agriculture:  Livestock  Grazing 

+107,925 
+100,917 
-180,602 

-  24,810 

-  3,430 


+147,935 
+  70,535 
-218,470 
+  12,645 


+  3,940 
+  1,430 
-  5,370 


+  9,590 
+  8,700 
-  18,290 
+  5,483 


2,200  to 
4,500 
84  to 
156 
75  to 
100 


Livestock  use 


AUMs 


35,369 


+    5.4 

2.5 
+  16.4 
-   17.2 

2.1 

Slight 

improvement 

from 

present 

condition. 


5,110 
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TABLE  3-17 
PROJECTED  RESULTS  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION  AFTER  TWENTY  YEARS 
IN  COMPARISON  WITH  THE  PRESENT  STATUS  OF  THE  ES  AREA  (Cont.) 


Change 

Resources  or  Component 

Unit 

Present  Status 

By  2006 

Socio-economic  Conditions  a/ 

Annual  income 

Dollars 

Direct  livestock 

4,381,320  b/ 

+  14,819 

Direct  &  indirect  livestock 

6,515,023  E/ 

+  22,036 

Contract  construction 

8,503,000  b/ 

Implementation  phase  c/ 

+357,633 

Annual  maintenance 

+  19,587 

Sportsmen  expenditures 

6,350,000  est.  d/ 

+  44,477  to 
+  89,098 

Government 

21,810,000  b/ 

+  50,800 

Tax  base 

Dollars 

86,608,980  e/ 

-  5,649 

Employment 

11 

14,461  E/ 

+  9.57  to 
+  13.28 

Implementation  phase  c/ 

Man-years 

- 

+   29.8 

a/  The  figures  under  "Present  Status"  represent  varying  base  years  and  are  presented  only  for  general 

comparison.  The  figures  presented  under  "Change  by  2006,"  therefore,  represent  predicted  net  changes 

which  are  expected  to  occur  annually  by  2006. 

b_/  Base  year  1s  1974. 

c/  Initial  seven  year  construction  period;  see  table  3-2. 

3/  Base  year  1s  1973. 

e/  Base  year  1s  1975. 

7/  "Present  Status"  indicates  number  of  people  employed  in  ES  area  1n  base  year  1974;  "Change  by  2006" 

Indicates  predicted  annual  man-years  by  2006. 
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MITIGATING  MEASURES 

The  mitigating  measures  proposed  in  this 
chapter  would  reduce  or  eliminate  adverse  im- 
pacts of  proposed  improvements  identified  in 
chapter  3.  All  measures  are  considered  feasible 
under  existing  technology  and  would  be  required 
if  the  proposed  action  is  approved. 

1.  Fences  will  be  constructed  around  popula- 
tions of  the  two  endangered  cacti,  Echinocereus 
triglochidiatus  var.  inermis  and  Sclerocactus  glau- 
cus,  where  it  is  determined  that  livestock  may 
harm  the  population  by  trampling. 

2.  There  is  no  apparent  way  to  mitigate  the 
proposed  contour  furrowing  on  allotment  5030 
Bostwick  Park  (subunit  V  Adobe  South)  so  that  it 
would  not  harm  significant  populations  of  Pen- 
stemon  retrorsus.  Consequently,  this  vegetation 
modification  will  be  dropped. 

3.  On  allotment  5008  Brush  Point,  proposed  in- 
terseeding  will  not  be  done  on  sections  11,  12, 
and  13  of  Range  9W,  Township  49N,  and  section 
6  and  7  of  Range  8W,  Township  49N,  as  these 
sections  contain  significant  populations  of  Pen- 
stemon  retrorsus.  The  additional  interseeding 
planned  for  allotment  5008  will  be  done  only  after 
the  area  has  been  thoroughly  inventoried  for  Pen- 
stemon  retrorsus.  If  Penstemon  retrorsus  is  found, 
the  interseeding  will  be  laid  out  to  avoid  its  popu- 
lations. 

4.  Adverse  impacts  to  archeological  sites  can  be 
mitigated  in  a  variety  of  ways.  The  preservation 
method  or  technique  employed  would  be  depen- 
dent on  a  number  of  factors,  including  the  site 
and  its  significance,  as  well  as  the  action  in- 
volved. Preservation  in  this  sense  does  not  neces- 
sarily mean  that  each  site  must  be  maintained  in 
an  untouched  condition  but  rather  that  some  sites 
may  require  mitigation  such  as  preservation 
through  photographic  records  (see  below). 

Specific  mitigating  measures  would  be  deter- 
mined on  a  project  by  project  basis.  All  ap- 
propriate compliance  actions  for  Section  106 
(Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966,  as  amended 
1976)  will  be  followed  for  any  property  included 
on  or  eligible  for  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places.  Examples  of  types  of  mitigating  measures 
that  will  be  employed  are  cited  below: 

A.  Avoidance 

a.  Through  redesign  of  project  (where  possible)|damageJto)cul- 
tural  remains  can  be  avoided. 

b.  Fencing  of  the  cultural  site  would  alleviate  livestock  rubbing 
or  trampling  of  fragile  cultural  remains,  thereby  preventing 
adverse  impacts. 


B.  Preservation  through  records.  For  sites  that  would  be 
destroyed  and  whose  significance  is  in  the  information  they 
contain,  photographic  or  other  records  will  be  prepared  with 
copies  filed  with  appropriate  agencies. 

a.  Photographic  records  and  measured  drawings  to  Historic 
American  Building  Survey  standards  are  required  prior  to 
demolition  of  a  property  included  in  or  eligible  for  inclusion 
in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  (EO  11593  Sec. 
2c). 

b.  Surface  collection  of  cultural  remains  and  recording  of  dis- 
tribution of  artifacts  and  features  may  be  adequate  in  some 
instances. 

c.  Major  excavation  of  an  affected  site  according  to  a 
specified  research  design  would  be  necessary  when  a  signifi- 
cant site  would  be  lost  or  greatly  altered. 

d.  A  salvage  excavation  would  be  considered  only  as  a  last 
resort,  because  it  is  generally  a  minimal  effort. 

C.  Prosecution  and  Education 

a.  Prosecution  of  vandals  may  be  one  way  to  halt  some  of  the 
illegal  collecting  and  excavating  of  archeological  sites. 

b.  Programs  to  educate  the  public  about  the  significance  and 
fragility  of  the  nonrenewable  resource  may  also  help  al- 
leviate some  vandalistic  pressures. 

Sites  eligible  for  the  National  Register,  such  as 
the  standing  wickiups,  and  sites  near  springs, 
would  require  fencing  or  other  approved  protec- 
tive measures.  Adjustment  of  livestock  grazing 
pressure  is  also  a  possible  protective  measure,  as 
is  patrol  and  surveillance.  Regular  monitoring  of 
all  sites,  including  those  on  or  eligible  for  the  Na- 
tional Register,  would  be  carried  out  during  rou- 
tine patrol  of  the  area.  Routine  patrol  is  carried 
out  by  trained  cultural  resources  personnel  in  the 
district  on  an  intermittent  basis,  usually  during  the 
spring  and  summer  months.  Generally,  specific 
mitigation  measures  would  be  determined  by  the 
significance  of  the  cultural  resource  and  the 
degree  of  impact  of  the  proposed  undertaking. 

Specific  mitigating  actions  would  be  developed 
in  consultation  with  the  Colorado  Historic  Preser- 
vation Officer  and  the  Advisory  Council  on 
Historic  Preservation  in  accordance  with 
"Procedures  for  Protection  of  Historic  and  Cul- 
tural Properties"  (36  CFR  Part  800),  pursuant  to 
Section  106  of  the  National  Historic  Preservation 
Act  of  1966  as  amended  September  28,  1976  (PL 
94-422)  and  Executive  Order  11593.  Procedures 
established  to  implement  Section  106  of  the  1966 
act  (36  CFR  Part  800)  require  that  alternatives  to 
avoid  or  mitigate  adverse  effects  on  cultural 
resources  be  considered  in  project  planning. 
Generally,  this  will  require  the  following: 

A.  Inventory  of  affected  area  prior  to  disturbance. 

B.  Evaluation  of  each  cultural  resource  located  for  eligibility 
for  inclusion  in  the  National  Register. 

C.  In  consultation  with  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer 
(SHPO),  determination  of  effect  of  the  proposed  acUon  on 
properties  included  in  or  eligible  for  inclusion  in  the  Na- 
tional Register. 
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D.  Transmittal  of  findings  of  effect  to  the  Advisory  Council 
on  Historic  Preservation  for  comment  with  appropriate 
documentation,  including  comment  of  SHPO,  depending  on 
the  type  and  extent  of  effect. 

E.  Avoidance  or  mitigation  of  effect. 

The  proposed  action  could  result  in  adverse  im- 
pacts to  nine  properties  that  meet  criteria  for  in- 
clusion in  the  National  Register.  These  potential 
adverse  impacts  would  be  evaluated  following 
compliance  procedures  when  an  implementation 
action  that  threatens  the  sites  is  proposed. 

An  additional  inventory  would  be  implemented 
at  each  allotment  improvement  project  that  could 
cause  adverse  impacts  to  cultural  resources. 
Findings  would  be  evaluated  and  compliance 
procedures  followed. 

Implementation  of  compliance  procedures 
would  prevent  or  mitigate  losses  to  archeological 
resources  by  ensuring  that  the  resources  are 
located  and  evaluated  as  a  part  of  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  (BLM)  planning  process  prior 
to  the  initiation  of  any  potentially  damaging  ac- 
tions. It  would  also  allow  a  determination  of  more 
suitable  alternatives  to  avoid  effects  on  cultural 
resources. 

The  courses  of  action  outlined  above  would 
allow  BLM  to  avoid  or  mitigate  effects  on  cul- 
tural resources  identified  by  archeological  inven- 
tory. Should  archeological  materials  be  discovered 
during  construction,  the  above  cited  treatment  of 
cultural  resources  would  be  implemented  by  BLM 
through  clauses  and  stipulations  in  leases  and  con- 
tracts. 

5.  Fencing  the  structures  within  the  following 
three  historic  site  use  areas  would  prevent  cattle 
from  rubbing  the  buildings  and  limit  human  access 
to  the  site:  Oil  cabin  on  4013  Ben  Lowe  allot- 
ment; GG-007  lime  kiln  on  5038  Red  Canyon  allot- 
ment; GG11  cabin.  Site  Oil  would  require  about 
900  feet  of  fencing;  site  GG-007,  about  4,000  feet; 
and  site  GG-01 1,  about  400  feet. 

MONITORING  PROGRAMS 

Resource  monitoring  programs  would  include 
evaluation  studies  which  are  part  of  the  proposed 
allotment  management  plans  (AMPs),  plus  other 
specific  studies  involving  water  resources,  endan- 
gered and  threatened  plants,  sage  grouse  popula- 
tions, and  aquatic  and  riparian  habitats  (described  in 
following  discussion). 

AMP  Evaluation  Procedures 

Evaluation  procedures  are  built  into  each  AMP. 
The  grazing   system   on   each   allotment  or  allot- 


ment subunit  would  be  evaluated  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  each  grazing  cycle  through  study 
procedures  that  would  monitor  the  changes  in 
plant  composition  and  ground  cover.  Four  studies 
are  basic  to  the  evaluation  and  each  is  discussed 
below: 

A.  Actual  use  data  expressed  in  total  animal 
unit  months  (AUMs)  are  based  on  livestock 
numbers  and  periods  of  use.  Knowledge  of  how 
many  livestock  actually  grazed  the  allotment  is 
essential  to  proper  evaluation.  The  permittees 
will  keep  records  of  actual  livestock  use  on 
forms  furnished  by  the  BLM  and  will  return 
this  information  on  these  forms  to  the  area 
manager,  fifteen  days  after  termination  of  the 
grazing  season.  BLM  employees  will  spot  check 
livestock  on  the  range  from  time  to  time. 

B.  Utilization.  The  percent  of  plant  growth 
removed  annually  by  grazing  animals  largely 
determines  whether  the  productivity  of  the 
range  will  be  lowered,  maintained,  or  improved 
and  thus  directly  influences  range  trend  and 
condition.  Records  of  utilization  covering  a 
period  of  years  can  help  answer  such  questions 
as  why  some  ranges  deteriorate  and  nearby 
ranges  improve.  Utilization  records  provide 
management  information  needed  to  balance 
stocking  with  forage  supply  and  to  make 
needed  adjustments  in  distribution  of  livestock 
on  the  range.  Utilization  studies  will  be  run  fol- 
lowing grazing  of  each  pasture  during  the  initial 
cycle.  Thereafter,  utilization  studies  could  be 
run  once  after  each  cycle,  or  as  frequently  as 
is  necessary.  Frequency  of  additional  studies 
will  be  determined  by  the  area  manager. 

C.  Range  Trend.  Accurate  interpretation  of 
trend  data  requires  sound  judgment  based  upon 
knowledge  of  the  ecology  of  vegetation  and 
soils.  No  single  factor  of  the  vegetation  or  the 
soil  can  be  selected  as  the  sole  guide  to  trend. 
All  factors  must  be  carefully  considered  and 
evaluated.  Management  has  a  significant  in- 
fluence on  the  direction  of  trend  and  on  the 
rate  of  change.  One  trend  study  will  be 
established  in  each  pasture  prior  to  implementa- 
tion of  the  grazing  system.  The  trend  plots  will 
be  photographed  each  year  and  read  again  at 
the  end  of  the  first  cycle.  Thereafter,  they  will 
be  read  after  every  second  cycle. 

D.  Climate.  The  basic  factors  to  be  con- 
sidered are  temperature  and  precipitation  which 
are  significant  because  of  their  influence  over 
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growth  processes.  Relatively  small  climatic 
variations  from  year  to  year  result  in  readily 
observable  changes  in  plant  growth.  Although 
these  changes  may  be  temporary,  they  tend  to 
influence  the  judgment  of  the  nonprofessional 
in  relation  to  range  condition,  trend,  and 
production.  In  other  words,  abnormally  good 
growing  conditions  give  the  appearance  of  im- 
provement in  range  when,  in  fact,  it  is  simply 
greater  growth  of  the  existing  species.  The 
professional  resource  manager  looks  for  more 
permanent  indications  of  improving  trend 
(apparent  over  a  period  of  several  years)  such 
as  seedling  establishment,  increased  size,  and 
greater  seed  production  of  desirable  plants.  Cli- 
matic data  will  be  collected,  and  current  annual 
data  for  precipitation  and  temperature  will  be 
compared  to  average  or  normal  conditions. 
In  addition,  data  on  wildlife  habitat  utilization 
and  trends  and  hydrologic  response  will  be  col- 
lected if  pertinent  to  the  resource  values  of  the  al- 
lotment. 

If  the  evaluation  procedures  determine  that  the 
specific  AMP  objectives  established  for  the  allot- 
ments are  not  being  achieved,  modifications  of 
the  grazing  systems  would  be  made,  or  specific 
wildlife  population  recommendations  would  be 
made  to  the  Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife  (DOW) 
to  correct  the  adverse  impacts  on  the  habitat. 
Modifications  (revisions)  may  include,  but  are  not 
limited  to,  changes  in  the  following:  the  grazing 
system,  amount  of  use  (livestock  numbers), 
season  of  use,  wildlife  use,  or  any  combination  of 
these  necessary  to  obtain  the  objectives.  Any 
grazing  system  could  be  modified  prior  to  evalua- 
tion if  a  deterioration  in  the  resources  on  an  allot- 
ment is  apparent.  If  any  modifications  are  needed, 
an  environmental  assessment  report  (EAR)  would 
be  completed  prior  to  implementation  of  the 
revised  plan. 

Water  Resources 

A  study  will  be  initiated  by  BLM  personnel 
within  the  environmental  statement  (ES)  area  to 
monitor  the  various  climatic,  hydrologic,  soil, 
plant  cover,  channel,  watershed  geometry,  snow- 
pack  and  infiltration  parameters.  Information 
from  these  studies  would  be  used  to  make  recom- 
mendations for  changes  in  the  proposed  grazing 
systems  should  they  begin  to  produce  adverse  im- 
pacts. 


Two  sets  of  paired  watersheds  will  be  selected, 
each  pair  having  different  sets  of  soils,  climatic, 
and  geologic  conditions.  The  watersheds  will  be 
instrumented  and  calibrated  before  being  sub- 
jected to  the  best  grazing  system  recommended 
for  the  area.  In  addition  to  allowing  guidance  for 
mitigating  measures,  the  results  of  this  administra- 
tive catchment  study  would  be  used  to  quantify 
impacts  not  presently  identifiable  in  this  state- 
ment. 

Endangered  Plants 

Immediate  long-range  field  studies  will  be 
started  in  1977  to  determine  two  things:  (1)  the  ac- 
tual abundance  and  range  of  the  endangered  and 
threatened  plants  in  the  ES  area,  and  (2)  the  im- 
pact that  grazing  has  on  the  endangered  plants. 

These  studies  will  be  done  for  the  plants  listed 
on  the  Federal  Register  (6/16/76)  and  the  plants 
listed  on  the  endangered  and  threatened  portion 
of  the  Colorado  Native  Plant  Society  (CNPS) 
May  1976  provisional  list  (with  the  exception  of 
some  cacti  mentioned  below).  Since  these  lists  are 
not  final,  revisions  of  the  lists  will  be  checked  for 
changes  in  the  status  of  the  rare  plants.  In  addi- 
tion, field  studies  will  be  done  to  determine  the 
abundance  and  range  of  plants  listed  as  sensitive 
on  the  CNPS  list.  Grazing  impact  studies  need  not 
be  done  on  these  plants  unless  their  status  is 
changed  to  endangered  or  threatened. 

No  special  studies  need  be  conducted  on  the 
three  varieties  of  Echinocereus  triglochidiatus 
(gonacanthus,  melancocanthus,  and  mojavensis) 
that  are  endangered  or  threatened  on  the  CNPS 
list.  These  plants  are  rather  widespread  on  dry 
hills  throughout  the  ES  area  and  are  rarely 
disturbed  by  livestock.  The  only  danger  to  these 
cacti  (and  the  reason  they  are  on  the  list)  is  ex- 
ploitation by  cactus  collectors  and  dealers.  This 
activity  will  be  watched  for  and  prevented. 

Sage  Grouse  Population 

Studies  to  determine  sage  grouse  population, 
limiting  factors,  and  habitat  requirement  in  the  ES 
area  will  be  a  part  of  habitat  management  plans 
scheduled  for  completion  by  fiscal  year  1980. 
Until  proper  studies  are  completed,  suspected 
habitat  of  sage  grouse  would  be  maintained 
through  proper  grazing  practices,  which  would  in- 
volve maintaining  a  good  sagebrush  cover  with  a 
good  balance  of  grasses  and  forbs  as  understory 
species  (U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  1970),  as 
under  the  proposed  action. 
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Aquatic  and  Riparian  Habitats 

Many  AMPs  have  the  objective  of  improving 
riparian  and  aquatic  habitats,  but  conclusive  stu- 
dies on  the  effects  of  rest  rotation  systems  on 
riparian  and  aquatic  habitats  that  are  applicable  to 
the  ES  area  are  limited.  Monitoring  studies  are  es- 
sential to  determine  how  effective  intensive  graz- 
ing management  systems  are  in  maintaining  these 
resources.  These  studies  will  be  used  to  modify 
AMPs  as  more  information  becomes  available. 

The  direct  impact  on  riparian  vegetation  will  be 
determined  through  the  use  of  three-stage  enclo- 
sures, encompassing  the  stream  and  riparian 
zones.  One-third  of  a  200-foot  square  will  be 
fenced   against   all   livestock   and   big  game   use, 
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one-third  will  be  fenced  against  livestock  use,  and 
one-third  will  be  grazed  normally.  Standard 
utilization  studies  will  be  run  on  these  plots. 

Standard  water  chemistry  and  physical  mea- 
surements will  be  collected  at  predetermined  in- 
tervals to  obtain  valid  conclusions  from  the  data. 
Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  parameters  such  as 
stream  discharge,  water  temperature,  dissolved 
solids,  turbidity,  and  suspended  sediments  which 
would  provide  an  estimate  of  sediment  discharge. 

Biological  data  to  determine  aquatic  habitat 
condition  would  best  be  obtained  by  sampling 
benthic  invertebrates  for  total  numbers  and  diver- 
sity. Streams  representative  of  large  areas  of  na- 
tional resource  lands  would  be  utilized. 
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The  unavaoidable  impacts  analyzed  in  this 
chapter  are  those  adverse  impacts  which  were 
analyzed  in  chapter  3  and  were  unmitigated  or 
only  partially  mitigated  in  chapter  4. 

Water  Resources 

Runoff  during  infrequent  high  intensity  storms 
(50-year  return  period)  would  be  decreased  by  an 
average  of  about  one-third.  Water  supplies  in  the 
environmental  statement  (ES)  area,  however, 
would  decrease  by  considerably  less  than  one- 
third  since  there  is  no  detectable  change  in  runoff 
during  normal  years. 

Another  unavoidable  adverse  impact  of  the 
proposed  range  improvements  would  be  that  no 
earthern  reservoirs,  or  other  structural  channel 
controls  could  be  designed  so  as  to  avoid  failure 
in  the  event  of  very  large,  intense  storms  (those 
occurring  no  more  than  once|  in1 75,  1 00, (  or  500 
years).  Such  structural  failure  would  bring  with  it 
the  probability  of  a  significant  increase  in  channel 
erosion  and  flash  flooding  for  a  short  period  fol- 
lowing the  failure. 

Vegetation 

Under  the  proposed  custodial  management 
where  season-long  or  continuous  spring  use  oc- 
curs (22,645  acres),  vigor,  reproduction,  litter  ac- 
cumulation, and  seedling  establishment  would  be 
reduced. 

Wildlife 

Terrestrial 

Some  disturbance  of  wildlife  would  occur  as 
the  range  improvements  and  vegetation  manipula- 
tions are  implemented.  Mobile  animals  would  be 
displaced,  and  immobile  animals  (e.g.  young  birds 
incapable  of  flight,  slower  animals  such  as 
snakes,  and  young  mammals  in  nests  and  bur- 
rows) would  be  killed.  This  would  be  during  con- 
struction only  and  is  not  expected  to  be  signifi- 
cant because  of  the  relatively  short  duration. 

Over  the  long  term  as  a  result  of  range  im- 
provements, big  game  could  be  injured  or  killed  if 
they  become  entangled  in  fence  wire;  five  deer 
annually  could  die  as  a  result  of  this  entangle- 
ment. Small  mammals  and  birds  would  continue 
to  drown  in  troughs  even  though  drinking  and 
resting  ladders  are  provided. 

Competition  between  livestock  and  big  game 
would  also  result  from  three  aspects  of  the 
proposal.  First,  chaining  would  cause  a  short-term 


increase  in  the  competition  among  livestock,  deer, 
and  elk.  This  would  last  for  approximately  two 
years  until  browse  and  grass  increase.  Second, 
over  the  long  term,  competition  between  antelope 
and  sheep  would  continue  in  the  winter  areas  on 
antelope  range.  This  competition  would  result  in 
reduction  of  forage  available  to  antelope  and  could 
slow  population  growth.  Third,  livestock  would 
continue  to  congregate  around  watering  troughs 
and  trample  and  consume  vegetation  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  trough,  reducing  wildlife 
forage. 

Aquatic  and  Riparian 

Grazing  of  riparian  vegetation  would  continue 
to  have  adverse  impacts  on  Monitor  Creek,  Rou- 
bideau  Creek  in  the  middle  and  lower  sections, 
and  Dry  Creek  on  the  West  Fork  and  middle  sec- 
tions. Riparian  wildlife  species  would  decrease 
and  the  aquatic  habitat  would  suffer  from  in- 
creased water  temperature  and  stream  bank  ero- 
sion. The  numbers  of  aquatic  invertebrates  and 
fish  would  be  decreased. 

The  aquatic  ecosystems  of  the  Uncompahgre 
River,  the  North  Fork,  and  the  Gunnison  River 
below  the  monument  would  have  a  lowered  water 
quality  due  to  sediments  from  runoff  from  na- 
tional resource  lands  (NRL)  allotments  in  these 
watersheds.  These  rivers  support  trout  habitat, 
and  water  of  low  quality  would  slightly  limit  the 
maximum  production,  survival,  and  quality  of 
trout  in  these  waters. 

Cultural  Resources 

Archeological  Resources 

Although  archeological  clearance  is  required 
prior  to  the  initiation  of  any  surface  disturbing  ac- 
tivities, some  unintentional  damage  and  destruc- 
tion could  still  occur.  Not  all  archeological  sites 
would  be  identified  in  the  archeological  survey.  In 
addition,  other  sites  may  be  buried  by  alluvium 
and  hidden  from  view.  Damage  to  these  unknown 
and  subsurface  sites  not  discovered  during  project 
inventories  would  be  likely  to  occur. 

Salvage  excavations  of  sites  could  partially 
mitigate  the  loss  of  information.  However, 
salvage  archeology  is  in  itself  an  unavoidable  ad- 
verse impact.  Once  excavated,  a  site  is  effectively 
destroyed  and  removed  from  future  research  con- 
siderations, which  may  utilize  different  analytical 
techniques.  Salvage  is  rarely  as  effective  as  non- 
salvage  research  programs  because  of  more  strin- 
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gent  time  limitations,  funding,  and  personnel 
availability.  If  the  site  could  be  left  undisturbed 
and  could  be  avoided  by  project  redesign,  then 
excavation  could  be  postponed  until  more  so- 
phisticated methods  and  analytical  devices  are 
available.  This  would  allow  a  greater  potential  for 
recovery  of  information. 

Vandalistic  damage  from  construction  workers 
and  NRL  users  would  go  unmitigated.  Moreover, 
regulations  against  vandalism  in  themselves  would 
do  little  to  curb  theft  and  vandalism  due  to  in- 
creased visitor-use  pressure. 

Agriculture 

Livestock  Grazing 

Short-term  unmitigated  impacts  of  the  proposal 
include  a  total  reduction  from  present  active 
licensed  use  of  2,052  animal  unit  months  (AUMs) 
until  NRL  livestock  forage  production  meets  the 
active  use  qualifications,  and  changes  in  in- 
dividual livestock  operations  due  to  season  of  use 
changes  and  increased  livestock  handling. 

Over  the  long  term,  a  total  reduction  in  grazing 
of  226  AUMs  on  NRL  would  result  from 
eliminated  grazing  on  nine  allotments. 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

As  indicated  in  chapter  3,  maintenance  of  im- 
provements associated  with  the  proposed  action 
could  be  a  burden  on  some  individual  permittees 
depending  upon  whether  or  not  additional  main- 
tenance costs  assumed  by  them  are  greater  than 


income  generated  from  additional  AUM  usage.  In- 
formation is  lacking  to  detail  the  magnitude  of  the 
impact  on  an  operator  by  operator  basis. 

Upon  initiation  of  the  proposal,  annually 
licensed  grazing  would  be  reduced  by  2,052 
AUMs  for  a  short  term,  after  which  licensed  graz- 
ing would  regain  and  exceed  present  use  levels. 
This  short-term  reduction  would  reduce  direct 
livestock  related  income  by  $5,950.80  and  total 
direct  and  indirect  income  by  $8,848.84.  While 
this  impact  is  not  significant  when  compared  with 
ES  area  total  livestock  related  income,  it  could  be 
viewed  as  an  adverse  impact  on  those  operators 
directly  affected. 

Two  situations  discussed  in  chapter  4  as 
mitigating  measures  would  involve  improvements 
and  costs  not  considered  in  the  discussion  of  im- 
pacts in  chapter  3.  First,  costs  of  an  uncertain  na- 
ture are  associated  with  preservation  of 
archeological  materials,  should  they  be  discovered 
by  archeological  inventory  or  during  construction. 
Second,  there  may  be  fencing  costs  for  three 
historic  sites  which  would  require  a  total  of  1  mile 
of  fence,  costing  $3,600.  Annual  maintenance  cost 
would  be  $72.  Thus,  added  costs  of  an  uncertain 
nature  associated  with  archeological  preservation 
would  be  an  adverse  impact  should  they  material- 
ize, as  would  additional  fencing  costs  for  historic 
sites. 

The  imposition  of  a  more  detailed  management 
program  could  adversely  affect  a  few  local  re- 
sidents who  would  feel  their  rights  to  unrestrained 
resource  use  were  being  violated. 
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This  chapter  discusses  productivity  of  the  en- 
vironment which  would  be  affected  by  the  imple- 
mentation and  operation  of  the  proposed  action. 
The  proposed  action  would  be  a  long-term,  rever- 
sible commitment  of  resources— watershed, 
vegetation,  wildlife,  etc. — that  would  require 
short-term  commitment  or  trade-off  of  these 
resources.  Short-term  means  the  period  of  imple- 
mentation, eight  years.  Long-term  means  at  least 
twenty  years  after  implementation. 

Soils 

Erosion  in  vegetation  manipulations  and  range 
improvement  areas  would  increase  until  stabiliza- 
tion can  take  place.  In  the  long  term,  however, 
there  would  be  an  increase  in  the  production 
potential  of  the  soil  due  to  increased  organic 
matter,  structure,  tilth,  permeability,  and  water- 
holding  capacity.  As  a  result,  erosion  rates  would 
decrease. 

Water  Resources 

There  would  be  no  detectable  change  in  water 
or  sediment  yield  during  normal  years  due  to 
grazing  management  during  implementation. 

The  long-term  result  of  implementation  of  graz- 
ing would  be  about  a  30  percent  net  decrease  in 
water  yield  from  national  resource  lands  (NRL) 
for  large  infrequent  storms  and  consequently  less 
soil  erosion  during  these  storms.  However,  no 
change  would  be  detected  with  normal  rainfall 
events.  There  would  be  a  2  to  30  percent  reduc- 
tion in  runoff  in  local  areas  where  catchments  are 
to  be  installed  but  this  reduction  is  insignificant  in 
comparison  with  total  runoff.  In  addition,  runoff 
generated  from  normal  storms  seldom  reaches  a 
perennial  stream.  Long-term  hydrologic  commit- 
ments would  be  insignificant  in  the  environmental 
statement  (ES)  area. 

Vegetation 

Considering  all  the  proposed  grazing  systems, 
vigor,  reproduction,  seedling  establishment,  and 
litter  accumulation  would  be  reduced  when 
pastures  are  grazed  during  the  late  spring  and 
summer  and  increased  when  pastures  are  rested 
during  the  spring  and  summer.  The  order  in  which 
the  treatments  are  applied  as  well  as  the  treat- 
ments themselves  would  produce  an  increase  in 
vegetal  production  of  12,445  animal  unit  months 
(AUMs)  over  the  long  term. 


The  range  improvements  would  temporarily 
remove  approximately  36  acres  from  vegetal 
production.  The  use  would  temporarily  decrease 
on  this  land  and  increase  on  the  lands  adjacent  to 
the  project  as  wildlife  and  livestock  adjust  to  the 
decreased  vegetation.  Construction  and  main- 
tenance of  the  proposed  range  improvements  and 
erosion  control  structures  would  permanently 
remove  approximately  25  acres  from  vegetal 
production. 

Wildlife 

Terrestrial 

Competition  between  wildlife  and  livestock 
would  increase  temporarily  as  operations  are 
shifted  to  conform  to  the  schedules  in  the  allot- 
ment management  plans  (AMPs).  Better  control  of 
the  livestock,  however,  would  give  the  wildlife  an 
opportunity  to  increase  due  to  the  increased 
forage. 

Long-term  productivity  of  the  wildlife  would  be 
increased  by  the  improvements  as  more  water  is 
provided,  thus  opening  more  habitat  for  use;  and 
as  more  forage  is  made  available  through  reseed- 
ing  of  chainings,  interseeding,  and  other  vegeta- 
tion manipulation.  As  a  result,  the  vigor  and 
number  of  animals  would  increase. 

Aquatic  and  Riparian 

Initial  concentrations  of  cattle  on  smaller 
pastures  before  vegetation  has  sufficient  time  to 
increase  would  cause  bank  destruction,  loss  of 
riparian  vegetation,  and  associated  impacts  on 
aquatic  organisms.  Range  manipulations,  such  as 
cutting  stock  trails  or  constructing  reservoirs, 
would  cause  short-term  decreases  in  aquatic 
productivity  due  to  increased  turbidity  and  sedi- 
ments in  streams. 

In  the  long  term,  riparian  vegetation  would  im- 
prove and,  as  a  result,  cover  for  fish  would  im- 
prove. The  increased  vegetation  would  also  im- 
prove the  stability  of  stream  banks. 

Cultural  Resources 

Inventory  and  assessment  of  prehistoric  and 
historic  resources  directly  affected  by  the 
proposed  action  would  provide  immediate  gains  in 
scientific  knowledge  of  the  area  and  provide  a 
data  base  for  long-term  gains. 
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Short  vs.  Long  Tkrm 
Agriculture 

Livestock  Grazing 

On  the  nine  allotments  where  elimination  of 
grazing  is  proposed,  there  would  be  no  forage 
utilization  by  livestock  (loss  of  livestock  grazing 
of  226  AUMs  present  active  licensed  use).  In  ad- 
dition, initially  2,052  AUMs  would  be  lost  to 
livestock  grazing.  However,  as  vegetative  produc- 
tion  increases   by    2006   the   total    livestock    use 
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would   be   40,479   AUMs,   an   increase   of   5,110 
AUMs  over  the  present  active  licensed  use. 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

Range-related  income  would  initially  be  reduced 
as  a  result  of  a  2,052  AUM  reduction  in  present 
active  licensed  use  at  the  time  of  implementation. 
There  would  be  a  potential  increase  in  income 
from  hunting  expenditures  due  to  the  potential  in- 
creases in  wildlife  populations. 
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Irreversible  and  Irretrievable 

This  chapter  identifies  the  irreversible  and  ir- 
retrievable commitment  of  resources  resulting- 
from  the  proposed  action.  The  term  irreversible  is 
defined  as  use  that  is  incapable  of  being  reversed: 
once  something  is  initiated,  it  would  continue. 
The  term  irretrievable  means  irrecoverable:  once 
something  is  used,  it  is  not  replaceable. 

The  25  acres  which  would  be  occupied  by  the 
range  improvements  would  lose  their  capacity  to 
produce  vegetation  for  the  life  of  the  improve- 
ment. Except  for  the  actual  material  destroyed  or 
removed  at  the  time  of  construction,  none  of  the 
impacts  on  vegetation  would  be  irreversible  or  ir- 
retrievable. Loss  of  forage  for  the  area  removed 
from  production  would  be  approximately  2  animal 
unit  months  (AUMs)  annually  for  the  life  of  the 
proposed  projects. 

Removal  of  vegetative  cover  due  to  implemen- 
tation of  range  improvements  would  cause  the 
loss  of  880  tons  of  soil  which  would  be  con- 
sidered irretrievable. 


Chapter  7 

Proposed  livestock  grazing  and  development  of 
facilities  could  disturb  certain  cultural  resources, 
either  through  direct  impact  or  through  vandalism. 
Once  disturbed,  historical  and  archeological  sites, 
as  well  as  artifacts,  are  no  longer  available  for  fu- 
ture study.  This  can  result  in  a  data  gap  in  the  his- 
tory of  an  area  and  would  be  considered  an  ir- 
retrievable commitment. 

The  proposed  action  would  involve  the  commit- 
ment of  material  associated  with  the  proposed  im- 
provements. Once  installed,  these  materials  would 
basically  be  irretrievably  committed,  although  the 
materials  might  have  some  salvage  value. 

The  major  irreversible  and  irretrievable  commit- 
ment would  involve  the  costs  of  installation, 
maintenance,  and  administration  of  the  proposal. 
Once  the  expenditures  are  made,  those  particular 
funds  would  not  be  available  for  other  alternative 
public  programs.  An  additional  irretrievable  com- 
mitment would  be  the  labor  associated  with  the 
proposal.  Labor,  too,  once  expended  could  not  be 
retrieved. 
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This  chapter  presents  five  alternatives  to  the 
proposed  action.  These  alternatives  include  (A) 
Continuation  of  Present  Grazing  Program  (no 
change  in  the  present  level  of  grazing  manage- 
ment), (B)  Elimination  of  Grazing  (no  livestock 
grazing  would  be  allowed  on  national  resource 
lands  in  the  environmental  statement  area),  (C) 
Custodial  Management  (grazing  management 
reduced),  (D)  Reduced  Livestock  Grazing,  and 
(E)  Elimination  of  Grazing  on  Allotments  with 
Soils  in  the  Severe  and  Critical  Erosion  Classes. 

The  152  allotments  and  45  unallotted  units 
identified  in  the  proposed  action  would  be  con- 
sidered in  each  of  the  alternatives.  For  com- 
parison, impacts  of  all  alternatives  are  projected 
to  2006,  as  in  the  analysis  of  the  proposed  action. 

The  objectives  of  these  alternatives  are  similar 
to  those  included  in  the  proposed  action:  the 
proper  management  and  use  of  the  renewable 
resources  of  national  resource  lands  (NRL)  in  the 
environmental  statement  (ES)  area. 

ALTERNATIVE      A:      CONTINUATION 
OF  PRESENT  GRAZING  PROGRAM 

Description 

Alternative  A,  Continuation  of  Present  Grazing 
Program,  proposes  no  change  in  the  present 
management.  With  this  alternative,  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management's  (BLM's)  existing  range 
management  program  and  policies  would  be  con- 
tinued. These  programs  and  policies  include  ad- 
justments in  grazing  levels  as  the  need  is 
identified  through  various  activity  plans,  e.g.,  al- 
lotment management  plans  (AMPs),  habitat 
management  plans,  and  watershed  plans;  imple- 
mentation of  twelve  new  AMPs  over  the  eight 
years  following  completion  of  the  ES,  including 
construction  of  associated  range  improvements; 
and  trespass  control  through  range  use  supervi- 
sion. It  is  assumed  that  present  levels  of  man 
power  and  funding  would  be  continued. 

This  alternative  would  be  similar  to  the 
proposed  action  with  respect  to  the  types  of  graz- 
ing systems  (rest  rotation,  deferred  rotation,  etc.), 
the  range  improvement  projects  (fences,  water 
developments,  etc.),  and  grazing  administration. 
The  difference  between  this  alternative  and  the 
proposed  action  is  the  number  of  AMPs  that 
would  be  implemented  in  eight  years:  the 
proposed  action  includes  8  existing  and  62 
proposed  AMPs,  while   the  no  action  alternative 


includes  the  following  components  (as  sum- 
marized in  tables  8-1  and  8-2): 

1.  The  8  existing  AMPs  would  be  continued 
and  12  additional  AMPs  would  be  implemented 
on  a  total  of  168,600  acres  of  NRL  within  the 
proposed  eight-year  time  frame.  It  is  assumed 
that  under  the  8  existing  AMPs  the  future 
productivity  would  achieve  the  levels  indicated 
in  table  3-6.  The  12  proposed  AMPs  include  the 
6  approved,  but  not  yet  implemented  AMPs 
listed  in  chapter  1 ,  plus  6  new  AMPs. 

2.  Present  active  licensed  use  would  continue 
on  47  undivided  allotments  and  3  allotment  sub- 
units  (covering  310,665  acres)  until  such  time  as 
implementation  of  AMPs  could  occur  or  other 
primary  resource  objectives  are  established. 

3.  Limited  (one  day  each  way)  trailing  use 
would  be  implemented  on  4011  Lower  Rou- 
bideau  Canyon  (480  acres). 

4.  Custodial  management  of  72  allotments  and 
5  allotment  subunits  (29,460  acres)  would  be 
continued. 

5.  Grazing  would  be  eliminated  on  9  allot- 
ments (3,020  acres)  because  these  allotments 
either  are  unsuitable  for  livestock  grazing  or 
would  be  affected  by  the  Dallas  Creek  project 
(which  is  discussed  in  chapter  1  under  Interrela- 
tionships). 

6.  The    45    unallotted    tracts    (13,550    acres) 
would  retain  their  unallotted,  no  grazing  status. 
In     addition,     implementation     of     the     twelve 

AMPs  listed  in  item  1  above  would  require  the 
range  improvements  and  vegetation  conversion 
summarized  in  table  8-3.  Design  features  for  these 
projects  would  be  the  same  as  for  those  described 
in  chapter  1.  As  shown  in  table  8-3,  these  projects 
would  disturb  approximately  3,059  acres  during 
implementation  and  approximately  6  acres  by 
2006. 

Analysis 

Soils 

As  stated  in  chapter  3,  hydrologic  soil  groups 
and  soil  infiltration  rates  were  used  in  the  simula- 
tion model  to  determine  the  hydrologic  changes 
produced  by  the  grazing  management  program. 
The  hydrologic  effect  of  grazing  upon  the  twelve 
AMPs  (117,975  acres)  which  would  be  imple- 
mented under  Alternative  A  would  be  that  under 
normal  storm  events  there  would  be  no  detectable 
change  in  runoff  and  sediment  yield.  However, 
with    the     larger    storm    (50-year/24-hour)     there 
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would  be  a  decrease  in  runoff  and  unquantifiable 
changes  in  sediment  yield,  as  compared  with  not 
implementing  a  grazing  plan.  The  magnitude  of 
this  decrease  in  sediment  yield,  as  stated  in  the 
water  resources  section,  could  not  be  determined. 
The  decrease  in  soil  loss  would  have  an  impact 
upon  the  soil,  but  no  data  are  available  to  sub- 
stantiate changes  that  would  take  place. 

In  the  water  resources  section  of  this  chapter  it 
is  stated  that  the  infiltration  rates  on  the  remain- 
ing allotments  (elimination,  custodial,  etc.)  would 
remain  essentially  unchanged.  However,  depend- 
ing upon  the  increase,  decrease,  or  no  change  in 
vegetation  cover  as  shown  by  table  2-38  (see 
Vegetation),  the  runoff  peak  discharge  and  sedi- 
ment yield  would  vary. 

On  those  allotments  (108,680  acres)  on  which 
there  would  be  no  change  in  runoff  and  sediment 
yield,  there  would  be  no  increase  in  the  soil  loss 
and  therefore  no  detectable  change  in  the  soil. 
The  allotments  (52,275  acres)  on  which  there 
would  be  an  increase  in  runoff  and  sediment  yield 
would  have  soil  losses;  however,  although  the 
loss  would  cause  changes  in  the  soil,  the  mag- 
nitude or  kind  of  changes  cannot  be  predicted  as 
there  is  no  known  methodology  or  data  to  sub- 
stantiate changes.  For  allotments  (247,575  acres) 
on  which  there  would  be  a  decrease  in  runoff  and 
sediment  yield,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  soil 
loss.  As  stated  above,  the  reduction  in  soil  loss 
would  affect  the  soil,  but  the  magnitude  or  kind 
of  change  cannot  be  predicted  as  there  are  no 
known  data  to  substantiate  any  changes. 

The  changes  in  erosion  condition  class  (shown 
in  table  8-4)  were  derived  by  comparing  changes 
in  the  soil  surface  factor  that  would  occur  with 
the  implementation  of  only  twelve  AMPs.  These 
changes  were  based  on  past  experiences  in  similar 
situations.  Under  the  present  condition,  6  percent 
of  the  allotment  acreage  is  in  the  stable  erosion 
condition  class;  45  percent  is  in  the  slight  class; 
43  percent  is  in  the  moderate  class;  5  percent  is 
in  the  critical  class;  and  1  percent  is  in  the  severe 
class.  By  2006,  1 1  percent  of  the  acres  under  the 
proposed  action  would  be  in  the  stable  erosion 
condition  class;  47  percent  would  be  in  the  slight 
class;  37  percent  would  be  in  the  moderate  class; 
and  4  percent  would  be  in  the  critical  class;  and 
1  percent  in  the  severe  class.  The  net  result  would 
be  a  4  percent  increase  in  acres  occurring  in  the 
stable  erosion  condition  class;  a  2  percent  in- 
crease in  acres  in  the   slight  class;  a  5  percent 


decrease  in  acres  in  the  moderate  class;  a  1  per- 
cent decrease  in  acres  in  the  critical  class;  and  no 
change  in  the  severe  class. 

Table  8-4. — Alternative  A:  Continuation  of  present  grazing 
program,  summary  of  changes  in  erosion  condition  classes 

Erosion  condition  class 
Stable       Slight  Moderate    Critical     Severe 

Present  acreage  .      32,260    236,998      224,767      28,320        3,430 
Predicted     acre- 
age (by  2006)  .      55,165    248,330      197,105      21,755        3,430 

Change....  +22,905  +11,332    -27,662    -6,565  0 


Water  Resources 

Assuming  the  vegetative  densities  increase  as 
predicted,  the  gradual  implementation  of  the 
twelve  AMPs  listed  in  table  8-1  would  result  in 
local  decreases  in  runoff  and  sediment  yield  for 
large  (50-year)  storms.  During  normal  years,  there 
would  be  no  detectable  change.  (Table  8-5  shows 
changes  in  runoff  and  peak  discharge  for  the 
twelve  allotments  twenty  years  after  implementa- 
tion of  AMPs.) 

There  would  be  no  measurable  changes  in  sedi- 
ment loss  for  normal  rainfall  events  on  the  twelve 
AMPs  to  be  implemented.  However,  watershed 
impacts  of  grazing  may  show  decreased  sediment 
loss  during  larger  storms.  Changes  in  sediment 
yield  cannot  be  quantified. 

For  the  most  part,  infiltration  rates  on  the 
remaining  allotments  (including  those  with 
elimination  of  grazing,  custodial  management, 
etc.)  would  remain  essentially  unchanged  and 
vegetative  densities  would  vary  from  allotment  to 
allotment.  Table  2-38  shows  the  predicted  change 
in  cover  density  for  each  vegetative  type  within 
each  allotment  (see  Vegetation).  With  Gifford, 
Hawkins,  and  Williams'  (1975)  adaptation  of  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service  (SCS)  runoff  curve 
number  method,  it  was  determined  that  for  areas 
that  show  increased  cover  (52,275  acres),  10  to  40 
percent  decreases  in  runoff  can  be  expected,  de- 
pending on  the  amount  of  additional  cover.  For 
those  areas  with  decreased  cover  predicted 
(247,575  acres),  10  to  50  percent  increases  in  ru- 
noff can  be  expected.  Areas  with  no  predicted 
change  in  vegetative  cover  (108,680  acres)  would 
have  no  change  in  runoff  or  sediment  yield. 
Where  there  are  increases  in  runoff,  there  would 
be  increases  in  sediment  yield  and  vice  versa. 
Quantification  of  runoff  and  sediment  yield  can- 
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TABLE  8-5 
ALTERNATIVE  A:  CONTINUATION  OF  PRESENT  GRAZING  PROGRAM: 
HYDROLOGIC  IMPACT  ON  THE  TWELVE  ALLOTMENTS  WITH  PROPOSED  AMPs 


Allotment 

Percent 

Percent  Change 

Name  &  No. 

Change 

in  Runoff 

in  Peak  Discharge 

4006  Dry  Mesa 

-43 

-55 

4008  25  Mesa 

-40 

-58 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux 

-21 

-  6 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

-52 

-54 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

-52 

-54 

4549  Dry  Creek 

-21 

-  6 

5017  Green  Mountain 

-80 

-100 

5020  Black  Ridge 

-80 

-100 

5507  Pipeline 

-37 

-60 

5508  Government  Springs 

-40 

-58 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

-40 

-58 

Note:  The  above  reductions  in  runoff  and  peak  discharge  were 
calculated  by  using  the  Gifford,  Hawkins,  and  Williams  (1975) 
method  on  a  representative  watershed  basis.  They  are  not  absolute 
values  but  averages  for  the  representative  areas  in  which  they 
are  located. 
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not  be  done  for  individual  allotments  with  existing 
data  and  methodologies. 

Range  improvements  within  each  of  the  twelve 
allotments  would  have  hydrologic  impacts  similar 
to  the  general  impacts  discussed  in  chapter  3. 
Table  8-6  outlines  impacts  on  sediment  yield 
specific  to  this  alternative. 

Vegetation 

Table  8-7  shows  the  short-term  impacts  on 
vegetation  by  allotment  and  grazing  system  or 
season  of  use  for  allotments  in  the  ES  area. 
Under  this  alternative,  long-term  impacts  of 
vegetative  production,  density,  and  key  species 
composition  would  be  the  same  as  changes  listed 
in  table  2-38.  Total  vegetative  production  available 
for  wildlife  and  livestock  use  by  2006  under  this 
alternative  would  be  50,345  animal  unit  months 
(AUMs).  For  a  summary  of  predicted  range  con- 
dition changes,  see  table  8-8.  As  table  8-8  shows, 
it  is  expected  that  there  would  be  an  increase  in 
acres  in  good  condition  of  48,420  acres  or  an  in- 
crease of  65  percent.  Acres  in  fair  condition 
would  increase  by  16,150  or  8  percent.  Poor  con- 
dition range  would  be  decreased  by  64,570  acres 
or  27  percent. 

Improvements  constructed  for  the  twelve  AMPs 
would  initially  disturb  approximately  87  acres  of 
vegetation  and  remove  approximately  6  acres 
from  permanent  production  (refer  to  table  8-3). 
An  estimated  1  AUM  of  forage  annually  would  no 
longer  be  available  from  these  permanently 
disturbed  acres. 

In  addition,  there  would  be  approximately  2,972 
acres  initially  disturbed  by  vegetation  manipula- 
tions, as  shown  by  the  acres  disturbed  columns  in 
table  8-3.  Although  total  acres  on  which  impacts 
would  occur  from  vegetation  manipulations  under 
this  alternative  would  be  significantly  less  than 
under  the  proposal,  the  same  types  of  impact, 
such  as  increased  production,  vegetative  density 
and  key  species  composition,  and  changes  in  con- 
dition class, would  occur  as  listed  in  chapter  3. 

ENDANCihRKD    PLANTS 

The  impacts  to  endangered  plants  under  Alter- 
native A  would  be  the  same  as  for  the  proposed 
action.  They  could  be  mitigated  as  shown  in 
chapter  4. 

Wildlife:  Terrestrial 

Six    of    the    twelve    AMPs    to    be    implemented 


have  been  identified  as  being  in  deer  crucial  areas 
(4008  25  Mesa,  4529  Reynolds  Creek,  4530  Mc- 
Donald Mesa,  4549  Dry  Creek,  5507  Pipeline, 
5522  Beaver  Hill).  The  rest  are  in  deer  wintering 
areas  but  not  concentration  or  crucial  areas. 

Wildlife  would  benefit  from  AMP  implementa- 
tion as  the  competition  decreases  and  vegetation 
increases.  (Short-term  impacts  are  identified  in 
table  8-9.)  Some  small  population  increases  could 
occur  in  the  areas  where  AMP  implementation  oc- 
curs but,  for  the  following  reasons,  these  in- 
creases would  be  insignificant  (less  than  1  per- 
cent) when  compared  with  the  entire  ES  area. 
Browse  condition  is  not  expected  to  change  from 
its  present  status  (a  conclusion  reached  in 
cooperation  with  the  Colorado  Division  of  Wil- 
dlife). According  to  observations  by  wildlife  con- 
servation officers  (WCOs),  BLM  biologists,  and 
Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife  (DOW)  biologists, 
browse  condition  has  not  improved  in  the  ES  area 
in  the  past  twenty  years.  In  addition,  the  type  of 
management  in  the  future  is  not  expected  to  be 
different  from  the  management  which  resulted  in 
the  past  and  present  browse  condition.  Therefore, 
wildlife  population  numbers  are  not  expected  to 
differ  without  the  proposed  action  from  what  they 
are  at  the  present  time.  In  addition,  factors  out- 
side the  scope  of  this  ES,  namely  subdivisions, 
harassment  of  animals,  and  other  habitat  losses, 
would  limit  the  population  growth. 

Wildlife:   Aquatic  and  Riparian 

Five  of  the  already  implemented  AMPs  have 
riparian  and  aquatic  habitats:  4007  Sawmill  Mesa 
(Cottonwood  Creek),  4012  Canal  (Upper  Rou- 
bideau  Creek),  4503  Stingley  Gulch  (Leroux 
Creek),  4528  Oak  Ridge  (Minnesota  Creek),  and 
5516  Piney  (Dry  Creek).  The  riparian  vegetation  in 
the  following  stream  segments  would  reach  the 
following  future  condition:  Cottonwood-fair, 
Upper  Roubideau-poor,  Leroux-excellent,  Min- 
nesota-excellent, and  Dry  Creek-poor.  The  im- 
pacts on  these  aquatic  habitats  are  the  same  as 
with  the  proposed  action,  and  they  have  been 
previously  described  by  stream  name  in  chapter  3. 

Five  of  the  twelve  AMPs  to  be  implemented 
under  this  alternative  also  have  riparian  communi- 
ties and  aquatic  habitat:  4008  25  Mesa 
(Cottonwood  Creek),  4502  Surface  to  Leroux 
(Currant  Creek),  5507  Pipeline  (Dry  Creek),  5520 
Lower  Horsefly  (Dolores  and  Dry  Cedar  creeks), 
and   5522   Beaver   Hill   (Dolores,    Happy   Canyon, 
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TABLE  8-8 
ALTERNATIVE  A:  CONTINUATION  OF  PRESENT  GRAZING  PROGRAM: 
PREDICTED  RANGE  CONDITION  BY  ALLOTMENT  AND  VEGETATIVE  TYPE 


Present 

I 

Predicted  Range 

Allotment  and 

Range  Condition 

Condition  (by 
Good     Fair 

2006) 
Poor 

Total 

Vegetative  Types 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Acres 

EXISTING  AND  PROPOSED  AMPs 

4006  Dry  Mesa: 

A  Escalante  Subunit 

2,280 

Saltbush 

- 

1,480 

- 

1,480 

- 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

120 

680 

120 

680 

- 

B  Dry  Mesa  Subunit 

16,165 

P1nyon-Jun1per 

1,235 

6,725 

- 

4,595 

3,365 

- 

Saltbush 

- 

1,680 

- 

1,680 

- 

- 

Sagebrush 

4,205 

2,320 

- 

6,525 

- 

- 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

12,095 

Pinyon-Juniper 

1,080 

3,040 

6,935 

2,600 

8,455 

- 

Saltbush 

- 

800 

- 

800 

- 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

- 

240 

- 

240 

- 

4008  25  Mesa 

10,405 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

- 

7,565 

- 

7,565 

- 

Saltbush 

- 

2,320 

- 

2,320 

- 

- 

Broadleaf  Trees 

360 

160 

- 

520 

- 

- 

4012  Canal 

10,650 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

1,600 

2,690 

800 

3,490 

- 

Saltbush 

- 

- 

6,360 

- 

6,360 

- 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

5,490 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

1,515 

240 

755 

1,000 

- 

Saltbush 

- 

- 

2,855 

- 

2,855 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

880 

- 

880 

- 

- 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux 

3,230 

Pinyon-Juniper 

60 

1,590 

- 

855 

795 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

1,580 

- 

- 

1,580 

- 

- 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

1,080 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

930 

- 

465 

465 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

- 

150 

- 

150 

- 

- 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

3,600 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

230 

- 

115 

115 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

390 

2,905 

- 

3,295 

- 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

75 

- 

75 

- 

- 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

1,200 

P1nyon-Jun1per 

45 

175 

- 

130 

90 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

620 

- 

- 

620 

- 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

360 

- 

360 

- 

- 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

3,185 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

1,945 

- 

970 

975 

- 

Saltbush 

- 

- 

880 

- 

880 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

360 

- 

360 

- 

- 

4537  Young's  Peak: 

Q  Young's  Peak  Subunit 

2,260 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

2,260 

- 

1,130 

1,130 

- 

4549  Dry  Creek 

3,110 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

1,540 

- 

770 

770 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

360 

1,210 

- 

1,570 

- 

- 

5017  Green  Mountain 

20,825 

Pinyon-Juniper 

1,530 

4,195 

4,610 

4,130 

6,205 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

4,830 

- 

- 

4,830 

- 

- 

Sagebrush 

630 

4,440 

590 

5,070 

590 

- 

5020  Black  Ridge 

6,875 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

845 

4,790 

1,220 

4,415 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

1,240 

- 

1,240 

- 

- 

5507  Pipeline 

19,190 

Pinyon-Juniper 

6,520 

5,125 

7,305 

9,080 

9,870 

- 

Half shrub 

240 

- 

- 

240 

- 

- 
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TABLE  8-8 
ALTERNATIVE  A:  CONTINUATION  OF  PRESENT  GRAZING  PROGRAM: 
PREDICTED  RANGE  CONDITION  BY  ALLOTMENT  AND  VEGETATIVE  TYPE  (cont.) 


Present 

Predicted  Range 

Allotment  and 

Range  Condition 

Condition  (by 
Good     Fair 

2006) 
Poor 

Total 

Vegetative  Types 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Acres 

5508  Government  Springs 

2,260 

Pinyon-Juniper 

580 

890 

790 

1,025 

1,235 

- 

5516  Piney 

8,335 

Mountain  Shrub 

- 

2,195 

900 

2,195 

900 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

- 

5,240 

- 

5,240 

- 

5520  Lower  Horsefly: 

X  Lower  Horsefly  Subunit 

5,675 

Pinyon-Juniper 

480 

2,430 

1,180 

2,365 

1,725 

- 

Saltbush 

- 

- 

680 

- 

680 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

220 

685 

220 

685 

- 

Y  Dry  Cedar  Subunit 

4,690 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

- 

540 

270 

270 

- 

Saltbush 

4,150 

- 

- 

4,150 

- 

- 

5521  Highway  90 

6,215 

Pinyon-Juniper 

860 

3,800 

1,555 

2,760 

3,455 

- 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

19,785 

Pinyon-Juniper 

5,100 
34,855 

7,425 
69,175 

7,260 
64,570 

8,960 
83,275 

10,825 
85,325 

- 

SUBTOTALS 

0 

168,600 

OTHER  NRL 

40,135 

146,255 

170,785 

40,135 

146,255 

170 

,785 

357,175 

TOTALS 

74,990 

215,430 

235,355 

123,410 

231,580 

170 

,785 

525,775 

SUMMARY  OF 

+48,420 

+16,150 

-64 

,570 

CHANGES 

+65% 

+8% 

-27% 
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Alternatives 


Chapter  8 


and  Spring  creeks).  These  riparian  communities 
would  reach  the  following  conditions  by  2006: 
Cottonwood-fair,  Currant-good,  Dry  Creek-good, 
Dolores-excellent,  Happy  Canyon-excellent,  and 
Spring  Creek-excellent.  The  impacts  on  these 
aquatic  communities  are  the  same  as  with  the 
proposed  action,  and  these  have  been  discussed 
by  stream  name  in  chapter  3. 

In  allotments  where  AMPs  are  not  imple- 
mented, riparian  areas  would  remain  the  same  or 
decline  to  conditions  shown  by  allotment  in  table 
2-39. 

Overall  as  result  of  implementing  this  alterna- 
tive, riparian  habitats  in  excellent  condition  would 
increase  3.4  miles  to  15.8  total  miles,  habitats  in 
good  condition  would  decrease  23.6  miles  to  21.8 
total  miles,  habitats  in  fair  condition  would  in- 
crease 10.3  miles  to  71.1  miles  total,  habitats  in 
poor  condition  would  show  a  net  increase  of  3.5 
miles  to  a  total  of  34.2  miles,  and  stream  areas 
with  nonexistent  riparian  habitat  would  increase 
6.4  miles  to  19.9  miles. 

In  the  total  twenty  allotments  where  AMPs  are 
implemented  under  this  alternative,  some  unquan- 
tifiable  improvement  in  sediment  yield  and  tur- 
bidity in  adjacent  waterways  can  be  expected,  but 
this  would  be  less  than  with  the  proposed  action. 
Insignificant  improvements  in  the  survival  and 
numbers  of  aquatic  organisms  would  result. 

No  improvement  in  aquatic  habitat  would  be 
expected  for  allotments  without  AMPs.  There 
would  be  no  improvement  in  the  abundance  of 
aquatic  organisms,  and  any  streams  where  ripari- 
an habitat  declined  would  show  a  corresponding 
decline  in  aquatic  habitat. 

Cultural  Resources 

A  continuation  of  present  management  could 
result  in  adverse  irnpacts  to  cultural  resources 
through  negligence.  Some  benefits  to  cultural 
resources  could  be  derived  through  mitigation  of 
implementing  actions.  Mitigation  would  be  accom- 
plished via  compliance  procedures  as  established 
in  36  CFR  Part  800  and  outlined  in  chapter  4. 

Recreation 

With  the  exception  of  hunting,  the  impacts  in 
recreation  described  for  the  proposed  action 
would  also  occur  if  this  alternative  is  imple- 
mented. However,  because  vegetative  improve- 
ments would  be  less  than  under  the  proposed  ac- 
tion, it  follows  that  net  wildlife  populations  would 
remain  about  the  same  (see  Wildlife).  Under  this 


alternative,  hunter  success  ratios  likely  would 
decrease;  however,  this  decrease  would  not  affect 
demand. 

Agriculture:  Livestock  Grazing 

Under  this  alternative  there  would  be  a  short- 
term  reduction  in  present  active  licensed  use  of 
1,449  AUMs  (35,369  -  33,920  =  1,449).  Annual 
livestock  use  by  2006  under  this  alternative  would 
be  1,067  AUMs  less  than  the  present  active 
licensed  use  (35,369  -  34,302  =  1,067)  (table  8-10). 
While  AUM  use  would  be  expected  to  increase 
from  1 1 ,066  AUMs  to  1 1 ,494  AUMs  by  2006  on 
the  twenty  AMP  allotments,  use  would  be 
reduced  as  production  levels  decrease  on  the  rest 
of  the  allotments. 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

Population 

On-going  population  trends  would  not  be  in- 
fluenced. 

Income 

ES  area  incomes  would  remain  relatively  unaf- 
fected with  the  exception  of  range  livestock-re- 
lated income  which  would  decrease. 

Active  licensed  use  would  decrease  to  33,920 
AUMs  immediately  upon  initiation  of  this  alterna- 
tive which  would  be  a  1,449  AUM  reduction  from 
the  1975  level  of  35,369  AUMs  and  result  in  a 
reduction  (1970  dollars)  in  direct  livestock-related 
income  of  $4,202.10  (1,449  x  $2.90  =  $4,202.10). 
Total  direct  and  indirect  livestock  related  income 
would  decrease  by  $6,248.52  from  the  1975  level 
($4,202.10  x  1.487  =  $6,248.52). 

By  the  year  2006  it  is  expected  that  active 
licensed  use  would  increase  to  34,302  AUMs, 
which  would  amount  to  a  long-term  decrease  of 
1,067  AUMs  from  the  1975  level.  Thus,  the  long- 
term  decrease  in  direct  livestock-related  income 
would  be  $3,094.30  (1,067  x  $2.90  ==  $3,094.30), 
and  direct  and  indirect  range  livestock-related  in- 
come would  decrease  by  $4,601.22  ($3,094.30  x 
1.487  =  $4,601.22). 

Employment 

ES  area  employment  is  not  expected  to  change 
as  a  result  of  adopting  this  alternative. 

Soc  ial  Wkll-Bking 

The  area  populace  would  experience  no  change 
in  social  well-being  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
area  livestock  operators  who  would  experience  a 
slight  loss  of  income. 
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TABLE  8-10 

ALTERNATIVE  A:  CONTINUATION  OF  PRESENT  GRAZING  PROGRAM: 

PRESENT  PRODUCTION  AND  PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE 

COMPARED  WITH  PREDICTED  FUTURE  PRODUCTION  AND  USE  (BY  2006] 


Present 

Proposed 

Predicted 

Predicted 

Present 

Active 

Alternative 

Production 

Use 

Allotment 

Production 

Licensed  Use 

Use 

(By  2006) 

(By  2006) 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

4001  Dominguez 

5,600 

1,833 

1,833 

4,320 

1,833 

4002  Lower  Escalante 

335 

300 

300 

280 

280 

4005  Fall  Cabin 

40 

18 

18 

40 

18 

4006  Dry  Mesa 

1,185 

883 

665 

1,585 

876 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

790 

536 

341 

1,210 

600 

4008  25  Mesa 

810 

644 

773 

985 

644 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

1,435 

1,174 

1,174 

1,300 

1,173 

4011  Lower  Roubldeau  Canyon 

45 

89 

27 

10 

10 

4012  Canal 

1,000 

831 

831 

1,220 

822 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

570 

446 

446 

755 

432 

4014  Joker 

115 

87 

87 

150 

87 

5015  White  Ranch 

25 

10 

10 

35 

10 

4016  Wells  Gulch 

2,680 

2,380 

2,380 

2,680 

2,366 

4017  Alkali  Flats 

3,560 

2,651 

2,651 

2,780 

2,651 

4021  Point  Creek 

115 

0 

101 

95 

77 

4022  Petrie  Mesa 

1,430 

1,258 

1,258 

1,090 

1,258 

4024  Dirty  George 

300 

236 

236 

200 

200 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon 

700 

441 

441 

650 

441 

4026  Escalante  Canyon 

40 

20 

20 

40 

20 

4501  Milk  Creek 

15 

16 

16 

15 

15 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux  Creek 

495 

443 

443 

655 

418 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

125 

98 

98 

150 

98 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

195 

249 

190 

140 

140 

4505  Juniper  Knob 

10 

None 

10 

10 

4 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

95 

64 

64 

80 

64 

4507  Jay  Creek 

1,030 

879 

879 

800 

800 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

75 

94 

66 

50 

50 

4511  Overland 

20 

29 

14 

20 

14 

4512  East  Roatcap 

10 

68 

10 

10 

10 

4513  Stevens  Gulch 

865 

694 

694 

650 

650 

4514  Upper  Terror  Creek 

5 

17 

3 

5 

3 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

70 

53 

53 

70 

53 

4516  North  Fork 

2,630 

1,079 

1,079 

2,165 

1,079 

4517  Coal  Gulch 

770 

484 

484 

595 

484 

4518  Pilot  Creek 

40 

38 

33 

40 

33 

4519  Muddy  Creek 

25 

16 

16 

25 

16 

4520  Spring  Creek 

30 

26 

25 

30 

26 

4521  Stock  Driveway 

10 

6 

6 

10 

5 

4522  Downing 

30 

22 

24 

30 

22 

4523  Williams  Creek 

10 

8 

8 

10 

8 

4524  Deep  Creek 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

10 

3 

3 

10 

3 

170 

118 

118 

125 

117 

4526  Crystal  Creek 

60 

51 

51 

60 

50 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

700 

413 

413 

555 

413 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

335 

210 

238 

400 

244 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

190 

158 

158 

210 

159 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

205 

100 

122 

310 

122 

4531  popp  Ranch 

4532  McDonald  Ranch 

15 

8 

4 

15 

4 

725 

536 

536 

585 

536 

4535  Home  Place 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

4536  West  Young's  Peak 

10 

6 

6 

10 

6 

4537  Young's  Peak 

240 

171 

113 

280 

175 

4538  Missouri  Flats 

5 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4539  Cottonwood  Creek 

10 

10 

8 

10 

10 

4540  North  Saddle  peak 

40 

31 

31 

30 

30 

4541  Sunshine  Mesa 

5 

5 

5 

0 

0 

4543  South  Saddle  Peak 

20 

13 

13 

20 

13 

4548  Creek  Bottom 

10 

5 

5 

10 

5 

4549  Dry  Creek 

265 

135 

193 

410 

183 

5002  Dedication  Site 

100 

213 

44 

100 

44 

5003  Selig  Canal 

725 

330 

330 

635 

330 
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TABLE  8-10 

ALTERNATIVE  A:  CONTINUATION  OF  PRESENT  GRAZING  PROGRAM: 

PRESENT  PRODUCTION  AND  PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE 

COMPARED  WITH  PREDICTED  FUTURE  PRODUCTION  AND  USE  (BY  2006) (Cont. 


Present 

Proposed 

Predicted 

Predicted 

Present 

Active 

Alternative 

Production 

Use 

Allotment 

Production 

Licensed  Use 

Use 

(By  2006) 

(By  2006) 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

5008  Brush  Point 

1,755 

1,123 

1,123 

1,450 

1,123 

5010  Dead  Horse 

200 

171 

171 

135 

135 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

390 

305 

305 

315 

305 

5012  Cedar  Point 

80 

55 

55 

70 

55 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

135 

95 

95 

110 

95 

5014  Poison  Spring 

145 

99 

99 

145 

99 

5015  Grizzly  Gulch 

260 

349 

230 

260 

230 

5016  Black  Canyon 

45 

82 

45 

45 

45 

5017  Green  Mountain 

2,825 

1,647 

1,660 

3,725 

1,660 

5020  Black  Ridge 

605 

400 

400 

765 

400 

5022  Rabbit  Gulch 

70 

35 

35 

70 

35 

5025  Fruitland  Mesa 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

5026  Star  Nelson  Airport 

5 

11 

5 

5 

5 

5027  Adobe 

30 

24 

24 

30 

24 

5028  Doug  Creek 

70 

60 

60 

65 

60 

5029  Spring  Gulch 

150 

110 

110 

140 

110 

5030  Bostwick  Park 

380 

188 

188 

350 

188 

5033  Pinyon  Springs 

160 

132 

131 

160 

131 

5036  Big  Gulch 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5037  Black  Mesa 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

5038  Red  Canyon 

5 

3 

3 

5 

2 

5039  Onion  Valley 

20 

17 

17 

20 

17 

5040  Pine  Ridge 

15 

14 

14 

15 

14 

5041  East  Gould  Reservoir 

40 

20 

20 

35 

20 

5043  Collins 

15 

10 

10 

15 

10 

5044  Big  Pasture 

20 

15 

15 

20 

15 

5045  Black  Bullet 

5 

3 

3 

5 

3 

5046  Big  Gulch 

35 

0 

35 

35 

35 

5047  Mesa  Creek 

75 

23 

55 

75 

23 

5048  Morrow  Point 

40 

8 

8 

40 

8 

5049  Smith  Fork 

30 

19 

19 

25 

19 

5050  Allen  Reservoir 

30 

23 

24 

30 

23 

5502  Sandy  Wash 

940 

707 

707 

805 

707 

5503  Green 

50 

39 

39 

40 

39 

5504  Roatcap 

350 

264 

264 

280 

264 

5505  Transfer 

300 

214 

214 

205 

205 

5507  Pipeline 

2,270 

1,715 

1,560 

2,890 

1,973 

5508  Government  Springs 

180 

125 

83 

225 

125 

5509  Coal  Creek 

50 

44 

44 

50 

44 

5510  Bald  Hills 

25 

21 

21 

25 

21 

5511  Shavano  Mesa 

200 

261 

200 

140 

140 

5512  Franklin  Mesa 

355 

363 

350 

335 

335 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin 

410 

440 

300 

395 

300 

5514  East  Fork  Dry  Creek 

15 

11 

11 

15 

11 

5515  Olathe  Reservoir 

15 

18 

17 

15 

15 

5516  Piney 

800 

557 

557 

1,110 

557 

5517  Spring  Creek  Canyon 

35 

52 

35 

35 

35 

5518  Dave  Wood 

215 

176 

176 

195 

176 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 

965 

665 

664 

1,105 

667 

5521  Highway  90 

445 

265 

265 

685 

313 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

1,570 

1,022 

934 

1,875 

1,026 

5523  Horsefly 

55 

38 

38 

40 

37 

5524  Ducket  Draw 

15 

20 

6 

15 

5 

5525  Dry  Creek 

15 

15 

9 

15 

15 

5529  Log  Hill 

310 

189 

189 

235 

189 

5530  Billy  Creek 

265 

150 

150 

240 

150 

5532  Burro  Ridge 

20 

15 

15 

15 

15 
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TABLE  8-10 

ALTERNATIVE  A:  CONTINUATION  OF  PRESENT  GRAZING  PROGRAM: 

PRESENT  PRODUCTION  AND  PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE 

COMPARED  WITH  PREDICTED  FUTURE  PRODUCTION  AND  USE  (BY  2006) (Cont. 


Present 

Proposed 

Pred 

icted 

Predicted 

Present 

Active 

Alternative 

Prod 

uction 

Use 

Allotment 

Production 

Licensed  Use 

Use 

(By  2006) 

(By  2006) 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

5533  Onion  Lakes 

35 

15 

15 

35 

15 

5534  Shin  Park 

300 

251 

251 

185 

185 

5535  Cedar  Creek 

10 

6 

6 

10 

6 

5536  South  Canal 

120 

60 

57 

120 

57 

5538  Rock  Ditch 

5 

9 

5 

5 

5 

5540  Dry  Gulch 

930 

808 

808 

900 

797 

5542  Bosgal 

5 

9 

5 

5 

5 

5543  Waugh 

10 

30 

10 

10 

10 

5544  Kelly 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

5545  Henshaw 

15 

12 

12 

15 

12 

5546  Waterdog  Basin 

45 

35 

35 

40 

34 

5547  Slagle  Pass 

40 

30 

30 

40 

30 

5548  Washboard  Rock 

55 

34 

34 

55 

34 

5549  High  Park 

110 

61 

61 

110 

61 

5551  Dexter  Creek 

5 

3 

3 

5 

3 

5552  Dallas 

15 

24 

0 

15 

0 

5553  Fisher  Creek 

40 

34 

0 

35 

0 

5555  Taylor  Draw 

25 

55 

0 

25 

0 

5556  Burro  Creek 

10 

15 

0 

10 

0 

5557  Alkali 

40 

20 

0 

35 

0 

5559  South  Fork 

15 

12 

0 

15 

0 

5560  Cookie  Tree 

50 

57 

0 

45 

0 

5561  East  Fork 

5 

14 

5 

5 

5 

5562  Hillside 

10 

40 

10 

10 

10 

5563  Moonshine  Park 

10 

7 

7 

10 

7 

5564  Gravel  Pit 

5 

4 

4 

5 

4 

5565  Tommy  Creek 

20 

18 

3 

20 

18 

5566  Cow  Creek 

105 

70 

70 

105 

70 

5567  Busted  Boiler 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

5568  Baldy 

135 

88 

88 

135 

88 

5569  Hairpin 

30 

18 

18 

25 

18 

5570  Cedar 

375 

315 

315 

340 

315 

5572  McKenzie  Creek 

10 

5 

0 

10 

0 

5574  Tappan  Creek 

20 

11 

11 

20 

11 

TOTALS 

51,315 

35,369 

33,920 

50 

,345 

34,302 
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Public  Finance  and  Tax  Base 

Allowable  livestock  use  (active  use  qualifica- 
tions) would  be  reduced  from  the  present  level  of 
40,705  AUMs  to  40,479  AUMs  when  this  alterna- 
tive is  initiated  which  would  lead  to  a  slight 
reduction  in  the  ES  area  tax  base.  This  reduction 
of  226  AUMs  of  allowable  use  (from  elimination 
of  grazing  on  nine  allotments;  see  table  8-2)  would 
reduce  the  carrying  capacity  of  area  ranches  by 
18.83  animal  units  which  would  reduce  the  paper 
value  of  area  ranches  affected  by  this  allowable 
reduction  by  about  $18,830.  Since  Colorado  pro- 
perties are  assessed  at  about  30  percent  of  market 
value,  this  reduction  in  ranch  value  would  amount 
to  a  $5,649  reduction  in  the  area  tax  base.  This 
tax  base  reduction  would  be  0.007  percent  of  the 
1975  ES  area  assessed  valuation  (Colorado  De- 
partment of  Local  Affairs  1975). 

It  should  be  noted  that  Colorado  agricultural 
land  prices  reflect  demand  influences  for  land  for 
considerations  other  than  future  ranch  income. 
Therefore,  the  likelihood  that  ES  area  ranch  pro- 
perty would  appreciate  in  value  is  acknowledged. 
However,  values  of  ranch  property  with 
decreased  present  value  as  a  result  of  adopting 
this  alternative  might  be  expected  to  increase  at  a 
slower  rate  than  those  similar  properties  ex- 
periencing no  decreased  carrying  capacity.  Impact 
of  this  decreased  carrying  capacity  would  have  to 
be  assessed  on  an  individual  operator  by  operator 
basis. 

SOCTO-CULTURAL    ATTITUDES 

ES  area  values  and  attitudes  would  undergo  no 
appreciable  change. 


ALTERNATIVE    B:    ELIMINATION    OF 
LIVESTOCK  GRAZING 

Description 

Alternative  B  would  eliminate  domestic 
livestock  grazing  on  NRL  in  the  ES  area  (35,369 
AUMs).  Trespass  control  would  be  enforced 
through  extensive  boundary  fencing  and  through 
inspection.  Approximately  1,012  miles  of  fencing 
would  be  required  to  separate  NRL  from  state 
and  private  lands,  and  a  fence  maintenance  crew 
would  be  required  year-round.  In  addition,  two  or 
three  on-ground  and  aerial  trespass  inspectors 
would  be  needed.  Construction  of  1,012  miles  of 
fence  would  cost  approximately  $2,428,800.  Main- 
tenance costs  would  be  approximately  $48,575  per 
year. 

Some  private  landowners  might  close  their 
lands  to  the  public,  which  could  limit  public  ac- 
cess to  NRL. 

Analysis 

Soils 

The  water  resources  section  states  that  with  the 
elimination  of  grazing  there  would  be  anticipated 
increases  in  soil  infiltration  rates,  reductions  in 
runoff,  and  decreases  in  sediment  yield.  With 
these  changes  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  soil 
loss  and  as  a  result  there  would  be  changes  in  the 
soil.  However,  as  previously  stated  in  this 
chapter,  the  magnitude  or  kinds  of  changes  can- 
not be  substantiated  since  there  is  no  known 
methodology  or  data  to  substantiate  changes 
which  will  take  place. 

Water  Resources 

Elimination  of  grazing  would  have  the  following 
impacts  on  hydrologic  processes  and  factors  on 
all  pastures  in  the  ES  area:  (1)  precipitation  would 
be  detained  longer  by  improved  plant  cover;  (2) 
evaporative  losses,  although  slight,  would  in- 
crease proportionately  with  plant  cover;  (3)  infil- 
tration rates  would  slowly  approach  those  charac- 
teristic of  the  soil  type  without  grazing  use;  (4) 
overland  flow  velocities  and  quantities  would  be 
reduced,  especially  those  associated  with 
moderate  to  heavy  rainfall;  (5)  storm  runoff 
volumes  and  peak  discharge  would  be  lowered; 
(6)  channel  stability  would  improve  as  scour  and 
bank  erosion  decrease  in  frequency  and  mag- 
nitude; (7)  the  soil  water  deficit,  or  the  difference 
between    the   moisture   needed   as  compared   with 
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the  moisture  available  for  plant  use,  would  be 
reduced,  and  more  soil  moisture  would  become 
available  for  plant  transpiration;  (8)  sediment 
discharges  should  decrease,  as  should  potential 
maximum  sediment  transport  capacities;  (9)  year- 
to-year  climatic  fluctuations  would  begin  to  exert 
less  and  less  control  over  the  water  yield  of  sub- 
ject allotments;  and  (10)  runoff  would  decrease 
over  the  long  term.  Several  of  the  above  impacts 
could  take  two  to  five  years  to  become  evident  or 
measurable.  Although  these  impacts  can  be  pre- 
dicted, the  amount  of  change  is  quite  variable  and 
cannot  be  predicted. 

Vegetation 

As  stated  in  the  chapter  3  vegetation  section, 
the  recovery  time  for  range  condition  in  the  ES 
area  is  much  greater,  due  to  precipitation  dif- 
ferences, than  in  the  area  of  the  cited  study 
(McLean  and  Tisdale  1972).  Therefore,  the  as- 
sumption made  in  chapter  3  that  allotments  with 
proposed  elimination  of  grazing  would  require 
over  40  years  to  recover  to  good  range  conditions 
could  be  applied  to  all  of  the  ES  area.  Thus,  by 
2006,  range  condition,  vegetative  density,  and  key 
species  composition  would  not  change  signifi- 
cantly (greater  than  2  percent)  under  this  alterna- 
tive. Vegetative  production  would  remain  at  or 
about  51,315  AUMs  annually;  range  condition 
would  remain  at  or  about  74,990  acres  in  good, 
215,430  acres  in  fair,  and  235,355  acres  in  poor 
condition.  (Refer  to  tables  2-10  and  2-11). 

Construction  of  1,012  miles  of  boundary  fence 
necessary  to  implement  this  alternative  would 
temporarily  remove  1,012  acres  from  production 
and  permanently  remove  2  acres. 

Endangered  Plants 

The  dangers  to  Sclerocactus  glaucus  and  Echin- 
ocereus  triglochidiatus  var.  inermis  from  being 
trampled  and  possibly  eaten  by  grazing  animals 
would  be  reduced  as  livestock  were  taken  off  the 
ES  area.  Penstemon  retrorsus  and  Mimulus  east- 
woodiae  would  not  be  affected  by  this  alternative. 

Wildlife:  Terrestrial 

Under  this  alternative,  competition  with 
livestock  would  be  eliminated  and  all  35,369 
AUMs  would  be  available  for  wildlife.  However, 
studies  indicate  that  livestock  grazing  improves 
elk  habitat  (Anderson  and  Scherzinger  1975), 
reduces  fire  danger  (Hill  1956),  and  creates  a 
favorable    balance    between    shrubs    and    grasses 


(Einarsen  1948).  Tueller  and  Monroe  (no  date) 
studying  game  ranges  in  Nevada  concluded  that 
"It  would  be  irresponsible  to  recommend 
complete  cessation  of  livestock  grazing  on  these 
ranges,  both  because  of  economic  reasons  and 
because  a  certain  amount  of  use  by  cattle  and 
horses  encourages  browse  reproduction  by  reduc- 
ing competing  grasses  for  forbs."  (The  studies 
and  conclusions  presented  here  and  in  the  follow- 
ing discussions  reflect  primary  principles  of  game 
management  developed  through  years  of  research. 
Because  they  are  general  principles,  they  are  ap- 
plicable anywhere  they  are  applied,  including  the 
ES  area.) 

Mule  deer,  elk,  and  antelope  are  successional 
species  that  do  best  in  areas  where  subclimax 
vegetation  stages  are  maintained  by  grazing, 
logging,  fire,  or  other  disturbance  (Taylor  1956; 
Dasmann  1964;  Leopold  1966;  Tueller  and  Mon- 
roe, no  date;  and  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
1974).  Short-term  increases  in  some  populations 
would  occur  as  a  result  of  this  alternative,  but 
long-term  increases  could  not  be  expected.  (It  is 
assumed  that  the  DOW  will  not  expand  hunting 
seasons  or  bag  limits.) 

The  short-term  population  increases  would  be  a 
result  of  the  increased  AUMs  available  for  wil- 
dlife use.  Not  all  of  these  AUMs  would  be  used 
by  wildlife  due,  in  part,  to  the  diets  of  the  respec- 
tive species.  However,  deer  and  elk  use  would  in- 
crease as  livestock  grazing  is  eliminated  (U.S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  no  date),  and  with  more 
AUMs  (more  food)  available  more  animals  would 
be  produced  initially. 

This  initial  spurt  of  growth  would  slow  down  in 
time  as  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  range  is 
reached.  Then  the  wildlife  populations,  principally 
the  big  game  species  that  are  not  as  responsive  to 
habitat  changes  as  small  game  species,  would  con- 
tinue to  increase  above  the  carrying  capacity  of 
the  range.  As  the  animals  increase,  the  amount  of 
food,  the  quality  of  that  food,  and  the  vigor  of 
the  plants  would  be  reduced  (see  Vegetation  in 
chapter  3).  As  the  food  species  decrease  the 
number  of  animals  would  begin  to  decrease  and, 
if  damage  has  been  done  to  the  habitat,  severe 
biological  repercussions  could  occur  in  the  form 
of  massive  die-off s  of  animals  (Errington  1956). 
The  habitat  could  then  be  so  far  down  that  even 
removal  of  the  wildlife  species  would  not  allow 
the  range  to  recover  to  a  suitable  status  for 
rehabitation  by  these  species  (Dasmann,  1964). 
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With  proper  control  exerted  on  the  wildlife  spe- 
cies, the  populations  could  be  held  within  the  car- 
rying capacity  of  the  habitat.  Population  increases 
would  then  be  similar  to  those  under  the  proposed 
action,  since  the  proposed  action  included  the  as- 
sumption that  the  proposed  percentage  increase  in 
wildlife  populations  would  contain  the  population 
within  the  carrying  capacity.  However,  as  the 
vegetation  species  slowly  move  toward  the  climax 
stage,  the  wildlife  species  that  are  dependent 
upon  subclimax  stages  would  begin  to  decrease. 
Succession  could  take  more  than  the  twenty  years 
of  the  long  term,  but  some  slight  changes  might 
become  evident  by  2006. 

In  addition  vegetation  manipulation  and  range 
improvements  would  not  be  implemented  under 
this  alternative,  unless  funded,  supervised,  and 
done  by  wildlife  personnel.  With  current  person- 
nel and  funding  levels,  this  would  not  occur. 

Without  the  projects,  improvements,  and 
livestock  grazing,  it  could  be  expected  that  wil- 
dlife population  in  the  next  twenty  years  would 
remain  the  same,  with  a  possibility  of  some 
decrease.  Species  composition  could  change  dur- 
ing this  time,  depending  upon  the  number  of  spe- 
cies currently  in  an  area.  For  example,  say  that 
the  deer  on  an  allotment  outnumber  elk  by  3  to 
1.  As  the  deer  eat  more  shrubs  and  browse,  grass 
species  would  increase,  thus  triggering  a  decrease 
in  deer  numbers  and  an  eventual  increase  in  elk 
until  a  ratio  of  1  to  3  may  be  reached.  A  cycle 
could  then  develop  until  the  deer  and  elk  numbers 
are  fluctuating  around  a  1  to  1  ratio.  However,  a 
static  situation  would  not  develop  since  there  are 
other  outside  factors  which  also  affect  composi- 
tion, such  as  human  activities,  decreased  habitat, 
the  secretiveness  of  some  species,  and  the 
amount  of  hunter  pressure. 

Such  a  change  in  species  composition  can  be 
demonstrated  in  the  ES  area  at  the  DOW  Billy 
Creek  Wildlife  Management  Area  near  Colona, 
Colorado.  Livestock  grazing  was  eliminated  in 
this  area  in  1965  when  the  land  was  purchased  by 
the  state.  Since  that  time,  deer  have  eaten  the 
browse  down  and  the  grass  has  increased.  The  net 
result  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  elk  and  a 
decrease  in  deer  numbers.  However,  throughout 
the  ES  area  not  all  allotments  have  both  deer  and 
elk  on  them.  The  areas  where  this  situation  could 
exist  are  those  deer  and  elk  crucial  areas  that 
overlap.  (See  tables  2-18  and  2-21.) 


Prairie  Dogs 

Prairie  dog  towns  have  been  found  to  disappear 
after  cattle  use  of  an  area  has  been  eliminated 
(Koford  1958).  This  appears  to  be  due  to  the  en- 
croachment of  tall  grass  and  forbs;  the  prairie 
dogs  cannot  see  over  them  and  thus  are  more  sub- 
ject to  predation.  The  disappearance  occurs 
within  ten  years  of  cessation  of  grazing.  In  the  ES 
area  such  disappearance  could  occur  but,  due  to 
the  different  vegetation  types  associated  with  the 
prairie  dog  towns,  it  would  take  longer  than  ten 
years. 

Birds 

Studies  comparing  effects  of  grazing  and  no 
grazing  on  bird  populations  in  open  rangelands  are 
lacking  (Wiena  and  Dyer  1975).  However,  in  a 
comparison  study  on  the  open  grasslands  of 
Colorado,  more  breeding  species  appeared  to  be 
present  on  ungrazed  or  lightly  grazed  sites.  On 
two  sites,  total  density  and  standing  crop  biomass 
were  greater  in  lightly  grazed  plots  than  on  un- 
grazed plots  (Wiena  and  Dyer  1975). 

This  study  is  difficult  to  apply  to  the  ES  area 
due  to  the  nature  of  the  study  area.  However,  as 
grazing  diversifies  vegetation  types  it  would  tend 
to  create  more  edge;  therefore,  more  wildlife  spe- 
cies could  be  present  because  wildlife  is  a  product 
of  edges  or  interfaces.  Moreover,  areas  with  dif- 
ferent habitat  types  have  more  diversity  of  breed- 
ing species  than  large  monotypic  habitat  types 
(Wiena  and  Dyer  1975).  This  diversity  increases  to 
a  point  where,  as  the  habitat  blocks  decrease,  the 
breeding  density  also  decreases.  Nevertheless, 
because  of  the  large  amount  of  acreage  involved 
in  the  ES  area  and  the  lack  of  major  changes  in 
vegetative  types,  a  decrease  in  breeding  species  is 
not  expected  to  occur  in  the  ES  area. 

Wildlife:  Aquatic  and  Riparian 

Riparian  and  aquatic  communities  on  NRL 
would  return  to  their  natural  condition  by  2006. 
Vegetation  consisting  of  riparian  species  would  in- 
crease and  reestablish  in  most  areas.  Riparian 
habitats  in  excellent  condition  would  increase  to 
57.8  miles,  and  riparian  habitats  in  good  condition 
would  increase  to  60.8  total  miles.  Riparian 
habitats  in  fair  condition  would  decrease  to  30.7 
total  miles,  habitats  in  poor  condition  would 
decrease  to  2.1  total  miles,  and  11.4  miles  would 
remain  nonexistent  due  to  lack  of  water. 

Decreased  stream  bank  erosion  would  result  in 
channel     morphologies     more     suitable     to     fish 
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(Gunderson  1968).  As  watershed  condition  im- 
proves, stream  waters  would  carry  5  to  10  percent 
less  sediment  and  turbidity  would  decrease.  Over- 
hanging vegetation  would  lower  water  tempera- 
tures, and  trout  would  be  able  to  survive  at  lower 
elevations  on  NRL.  After  spring  runoff  flushes 
accumulated  sediments  from  stream  bed  gravels, 
spawning  may  be  possible  in  streams  that  histori- 
cally supported  fish  populations  before  being  ex- 
posed to  heavy  sediment  loads.  Increased 
abundances  of  terrestrial  insects  would  be  availa- 
ble in  riparian  vegetation,  and  the  abundances  and 
diversity  of  aquatic  organisms  would  increase  as 
new  niches  become  available. 

Sediment  and  turbidity  carried  in  the  Uncom- 
pahgre,  North  Fork,  and  Gunnison  rivers  would 
decrease  and  these  waters  would  become  more 
suitable  for  clean  water  organisms.  Aquatic  inver- 
tebrates characteristic  of  clean  water  would  in- 
crease and  the  number  and  condition  of  trout  in 
suitable  areas  would  increase  slightly. 

Cultural  Resources 

Implementation  of  Alternative  B  would  result  in 
a  significant  decrease  in  adverse  impacts  to  cul- 
tural resources.  The  resource  base  would  no 
longer  be  subject  to  disturbance  from  livestock 
grazing  and  related  activities.  Stabilized  soil  con- 
ditions in  revegetated  areas  would  reduce  adverse 
impacts  to  cultural  properties. 

Some  disturbance  to  cultural  sites  could  occur 
as  a  result  of  fencing  and  other  related  activities 
on  NRL  to  prevent  livestock  trespass.  The  1,012 
miles  of  proposed  fencing  would  disturb  1,012 
acres  of  NRL,  but  compliance  procedures  as  out- 
lined in  chapter  4  would  be  followed  to  mitigate 
potential  impacts. 

Recreation 

This  alternative  could  result  in  a  more  flexible 
recreation  resource  capability;  however,  existing 
and  anticipated  use  levels  would  not  change  ap- 
preciably. Any  loss  of  quasi-public  access  (to 
facilitate  livestock  operations)  would  likewise  be 
minimal. 

Agriculture:  Livestock  Grazing 

As  a  result  of  elimination  of  grazing  on  NRL 
within  the  ES  area,  domestic  livestock  use  total- 
ing approximately  35,369  AUMs  (1975  active 
licensed  use)  per  year  would  be  lost.  This  loss 
would  amount  to  about  2,947  animal  units  of 
reduction  in  area  operators  herds  (35,369  -=-  1 2  = 


2,947.42)  and  would  be  about  2.3  percent  of  the 
1974  ES  area  livestock  inventory. 

The  146  operators  presently  using  NRL  for 
grazing  have  the  following  dependency  on  BLM 
(by  AUM  comparison):  50  operators,  less  than  3 
percent;  78  operators,  3  to  15  percent;  7  opera- 
tors, 16  to  25  percent;  and  11  operators,  above  25 
percent  (BLM,  Range  Automated  Data  Processing 
System  1977).  This  dependency  factor  is  critical 
to  the  existence  of  the  livestock  operations  in 
question  to  varying  degrees  depending  upon  debt 
burden,  level  of  capitalization,  present  net  in- 
come, diversification  of  operation,  operator's  age, 
scale  of  operation,  and  proximity  to  and  availa- 
bility of  alternative  forage  sources.  Since  informa- 
tion is  lacking  on  individual  operators,  it  is  not 
possible  to  determine  with  certainty  how  many 
operators  would  remain  in  operation  if  they  lost 
their  NRL  grazing  privilege.  However,  some  pre- 
dictions can  be  made. 

The  1 1  operators  with  over  25  percent  depen- 
dence could  be  expected  to  go  out  of  the 
livestock  production  business  under  this  alterna- 
tive. For  the  78  operators  who  are  3  percent  to  15 
percent  dependent  and  the  7  who  are  16  percent 
to  25  percent  dependent  on  NRL  forage,  impacts 
to  individual  operators  would  be  unidentifiable. 
However,  some  of  these  operations  could  go  out 
of  the  livestock  business  depending  upon  each 
operator's  stability  in  other  areas  of  operation  and 
upon  each  operator's  desire  to  stay  in  the 
livestock  production  industry. 

Furthermore,  although  percent  dependence  by 
AUMs  on  NRL  is  one  indicator  of  critical  depen- 
dence, season  of  use  can  be  critical  to  the  opera- 
tor for  a  much  smaller  percentage  of  dependence. 
One  example  is  winter  use  by  sheep  operations 
within  the  ES  area.  The  amount  of  sheep  an 
operator  can  own  is  directly  related  to  the  amount 
of  available  winter  range.  Therefore,  operators  of 
any  allotment  with  winter  sheep  use  are  critically 
dependent  upon  use  of  the  allotment. 

In  conclusion,  since  many  of  the  operations  are 
of  the  small  family  type,  many  operations  depend 
upon  NRL  grazing  to  accomplish  trailing  to  and 
from  national  forest  lands  (NFL)  or  private  lands, 
and  many  of  the  eliminated  AUMs  ihvolve  critical 
winter  use  for  sheep  which  would  be  difficult  or 
impossible  to  replace,  it  is  expected  that 
withdrawal  of  NRL  grazing  would  cause  many  of 
the  146  operators  to  go  out  of  the  livestock  busi- 
ness. 
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Another  effect  of  this  alternative  would  be  the 
increased  cost  of  hauling  livestock  by  truck  and 
increased  road  maintenance  on  about  100  miles, 
with  approximately  75  miles  of  new  road  con- 
struction. These  estimates  are  based  on  topog- 
raphy of  the  ES  area  and  access  to  NRL.  Many 
livestock  operations  in  this  area  include  trailing 
cattle  or  sheep  across  NRL,  NFL  or  private  lands 
and  back  again  each  year.  Operations  of  livestock 
would  be  limited  by  lack  of  access  to  some  areas 
of  NFL  where  trailing  across  NRL  provides  the 
only  access. 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

Population 

Implementation  of  Alternative  B  could  cause  a 
slight  impact  on  area  population  levels  due  to  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  livestock  ranchers.  As 
indicated  in  the  livestock  grazing  section,  a  por- 
tion of  the  146  permittees  would  be  forced  out  of 
business  (depending  on  the  viability  of  their 
operation  and  the  critical  nature  of  withdrawn 
AUMs).  This  would  likely  result  in  a  recombining 
of  properties,  which  would  mean  that  not  all 
operators  would  be  forced  to  relocate.  However, 
some  operators  forced  out  of  business  could 
relocate  outside  of  the  ES  area,  causing  a  slight 
downward  pressure  on  the  area's  population. 

Income 

Elimination  of  grazing  would  reduce  the  income 
generating  capacity  of  the  ES  area's  livestock  in- 
dustry by  35,369  AUMs  (1975  licensed  active 
use).  This  loss  would  cause  a  decline  in  direct 
livestock  related  income  of  $102,570.10  (35,369  x 
$2.90  =  $102,570.10).  When  multiplied  by  the  in- 
dustry income  multiplier  (1.487),  the  total  direct 
and  indirect  reduction  in  income  would  be 
$152,521.74.  This-  reduction  in  income  would 
amount  to  2.34  percent  of  1974  ES  area  total 
livestock-related  income  and  0.1  percent  of  total 
personal  income.  While  the  adverse  impacts 
would  not  appear  too  significant  on  an  area  basis, 
there  would  be  a  severe  impact  on  permittees, 
forcing  a  recombination  of  properties  as  some 
operators  sold  properties  and  migrated  to  cities 
within  the  area,  or  left  the  area  completely. 

Livestock  operators  would  experience  addi- 
tional costs  of  operation  of  an  uncertain  nature. 
Livestock  would  have  to  be  hauled  by  truck 
because  of  the  loss  of  trailing  rights  across  NRL. 
Additional  roads  would  be  needed  (approximately 
75  miles  of  new  road  construction),  and  increased 


maintenance  would  be  necessary  on  about  100 
miles  of  existing  roads.  Additional  maintenance 
costs  are  difficult  to  calculate  at  this  point  due  to 
the  degree  of  maintenance  required  above  current 
levels.  Total  maintenance  costs  for  this  type  of 
road  would  be  about  $200  per  mile  annually.  Since 
some  of  the  construction  and  maintenance  costs 
would  be  borne  by  operators,  these  additional 
livestock  transportation  costs  would  combine  to 
increase  operating  costs.  This  would  add  to  the 
cost-price  squeeze  presently  being  experienced  by 
livestock  operators,  reducing  the  incomes  of  those 
affected.  Thus,  with  high  operating  costs,  lower 
incomes,  and  some  operators  going  out  of  busi- 
ness, it  appears  that  this  alternative  would  have  a 
severe  adverse  impact  on  certain  area  operators. 

There  would  be  a  positive  short-term  impact  on 
contract  construction-related  income  since 
elimination  of  grazing  would  require  extensive 
boundary  fencing  to  keep  domestic  livestock  off 
NRL.  Approximately  1,012  miles  of  fencing 
would  be  required,  with  initial  installation  costs  of 
approximately  $2,428,800  and  annual  maintenance 
costs  of  about  $48,575. 

New  road  construction  would  also  be  required 
to  facilitate  livestock  movement  as  discussed 
above.  Approximately  75  miles  of  new  road  con- 
struction, costing  about  $7,500  per  mile,  would  be 
required. 

Thus,  there  would  be  a  short-term  impact  on 
the  construction  sector  of  $562,500  in  new  con- 
struction, with  an  estimated  yearly  maintenance 
cost  of  $15,000  ($200  per  mile).  Combined  fence 
and  road  construction  costs  would  amount  to 
$2,991,300  (1976  dollars)  with  maintenance  costs 
being  $63,575  (additional  unknown  maintenance 
costs  associated  with  100  miles  of  road  discussed 
in  the  previous  section  would  be  added  to  this).  If 
area  households  capture  20  percent  of  initial  con- 
struction costs,  area  personal  income  would  in- 
crease by  $598,260.  This  amount  would  be  spread 
out  over  several  years,  so  yearly  comparisons 
with  a  base  period  are  not  possible.  If  30  percent 
of  yearly  maintenance  expenditures  are  captured 
by  area  households,  it  would  result  in  an  ongoing 
yearly  income  increase  of  $19,073  after  the  instal- 
lation phase. 

Recreation-related  income  would  not  be  much 
affected  by  this  alternative.  This  alternative  would 
have  little  effect  on  big  game  populations;  as  in- 
dicated in  the  wildlife  section  of  this  alternative, 
there  would  be  little  change,  with  the  possibility 
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of  slightly  reduced  wildlife  populations.  However, 
a  slight  downward  pressure  on  income  generated 
from  the  wildlife  resource  could  be  experienced 
due  to  closure  of  some  private  lands,  which 
would  in  turn  limit  access  to  NRL. 

As  for  government-related  income,  two  or  three 
additional  BLM  employees  would  be  hired  on  a 
year-round  basis  at  an  annual  salary  of  about 
$9,000  each,  with  overhead  costs  estimated  at 
$3,000  each.  These  positions  would  all  be  located 
in  the  ES  area,  and  after  deductions  from  the 
salaries  are  considered,  the  multiplier  would  bring 
about  an  increase  in  area  income  of  about  the 
gross  amount  of  the  salaries.  Approximately  20 
percent  of  overhead  costs  could  also  be  expected 
to  be  captured  as  area  income. 

Employment 

A  loss  of  employment  in  the  livestock  industry 
is  possible.  Exact  magnitudes  are  difficult  to 
determine  since  they  would  depend  on  the  manner 
in  which  properties  were  recombined  and  on  alter- 
native land  use  decisions  by  owners. 

During  the  construction  phase  of  fencing  and 
road  building,  about  50  man-years  of  employment 
would  be  generated.  Maintenance  would  likely 
result  in  an  additional  2  man-years  annually, 
probably  to  be  allocated  for  part-time  or  seasonal 
work. 

Any  impact  on  employment  due  to  recreation- 
related  expenditures  in  the  area  is  uncertain,  but 
if  it  does  occur,  it  is  expected  to  be  minimal. 

As  previously  mentioned,  government  employ- 
ment will  increase  by  two  or  three  permanent 
positions. 

In  summary,  due  to  uncertainty  surrounding 
livestock  related  employment,  it  is  not  possible  to 
determine  what  the  net  effect  of  this  alternative 
would  be  on  area  employment.  However,  it  is 
possible  that  there  would  be  a  short-term  increase 
lasting  only  through  the  construction  phase. 

Social  Well-Being 

This  alternative  would  have  a  slight  adverse  im- 
pact on  well-being  in  the  ES  area.  Any  short-term 
gains  in  construction  employment  or  new  govern- 
ment positions  would  come  at  the  expense  of 
livestock  operators  who  would  feel  major  adverse 
impacts,  reducing  the  value  of  their  property  and 
forcing  upon  them  changes  in  life-style  and  com- 
munity associations.  In  addition,  the  expenditure 
of  public  funds  without  any  observable  associated 
gain  would  have  a  slight  adverse  impact  on  both 
a  local  and  national  scale. 


Public   Finance  and  Tax   Base 

Elimination  of  grazing  would  also  have  some 
effect  on  the  area's  funding  capabilities.  It  would 
result  in  a  reduction  of  animal  units  of  carrying 
capacity  totaling  3,392.08  (based  on  present  al- 
lowable use  of  40,705  AUMs)  for  ES  area 
ranches.  This  would  result  in  a  decrease  in  value 
of  area  livestock  ranches  of  about  $3,392,083, 
which  would  translate  into  a  decrease  in  the  area 
tax  base  of  about  $1,017,625.  This  reduction 
would  amount  to  1.175  percent  of  1975  ES  area 
assessed  valuation,  which  accounted  for  $76,783 
in  total  tax  revenue.  Although  actual  reductions  in 
the  market  value  of  area  ranches  might  not  be 
$3,392,083  due  to  demands  for  land  for  other  than 
livestock  income  purposes,  still  the  amount  is  a 
paper  loss  directly  affecting  certain  ranch  proper- 
ties and  also  affecting  area  tax  revenue  potential. 

SOCIO-CULTURAL    ATTITUDES 

Considerable  local  resentment  and  antagonism 
could  be  expected  as  a  result  of  federally  imposed 
elimination  of  livestock  grazing.  This  action  would 
conflict  sharply  with  local  self-deterministic 
values  and  attitudes.  Local  public  reaction  would 
be  especially  strong  since  the  elimination  would 
conflict  with  expressed  local  attitudes  and  values 
regarding  local  control  of  public  and  private  lands 
and  continued  economic  growth.  The  intensity  of 
feelings  generated  by  the  movement  away  from  a 
firmly  accepted  traditional  area  land  use  would 
most  certainly  push  the  matter  into  the  political 
arena  for  attempted  resolution. 

ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MAN- 
AGEMENT OF  GRAZING 

Description 

The  custodial  management  alternative  would 
have  the  following  components: 

1.  The  eight  existing  AMPs,  covering  7  undi- 
vided allotments  and  1  allotment  subunit  (49,725 
acres  total),  would  be  continued,  as  shown  in 
table  8-11.  This  assumption  is  based  on  the  ob- 
servation that  existing  AMPs  were  developed 
generally  for  livestock  operators  who  believe  in 
the  application  of  more  intensive  management 
principles  and  who  are  also  already  achieving 
beneficial  effects  from  their  grazing  plans. 
Thus,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  these 
operators  would  abandon  management  systems 
that  are  successful. 
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2.  Term  permits  for  periods  up  to  ten  years 
would  be  issued  for  135  undivided  allotments 
and  1  allotment  subunit  (459,480  acres).  The 
permits  would  specify  the  class  of  livestock, 
the  number  of  livestock  allowed,  and  the 
season  of  use  (refer  to  table  8-12). 

3.  Livestock  grazing  would  be  eliminated  on 
9  allotments  (3,020  acres),  listed  in  table  8-13. 

4.  Unallotted  status  (no  grazing  use)  would  be 
continued  on  45  tracts  of  NRL  (13,550  acres). 
In   addition,   range   users   (allottees)   would   be 

required  to  continue  maintenance  of  existing 
range  improvements  on  NRL  in  a  serviceable  con- 
dition. The  allottees  would  be  allowed  to  con- 
struct new  range  improvements  on  NRL  with 
prior  approval  from  BLM. 

However,  BLM  would  not  be  committed  to  the 
continuation  of  the  existing  AMPs  and  range-re- 
lated studies,  and  no  new  AMPs,  range  improve- 
ments, or  range  studies  would  be  developed. 
Range  use  supervision  would  be  limited  to 
trespass  control  in  accordance  with  federal  regula- 
tion (43CFR-9230).  Costs  of  the  range  manage- 
ment program  would  be  reduced  by  lowering  pay 
levels  of  the  remaining  range  positions. 

Analysis 

Soils 

The  water  resources  section  of  this  chapter 
states  that  infiltration  rates  under  this  proposal 
would  remain  essentially  unchanged.  However, 
depending  upon  the  predicted  changes  in  vegeta- 
tive cover  density  for  each  vegetative  type  as 
shown  on  table  8-16  (see  Vegetation  below),  the 
runoff,  peak  discharge,  and  sediment  would  vary. 

On  those  allotments  (109,920  acres)  on  which 
there  would  be  no  change  in  runoff  and  sediment 
yield,  there  would  be  no  change  in  soil  loss  and 
therefore  no  change  in  the  soil.  The  allotments 
(364,310  acres)  on  which  there  would  be  an  in- 
crease in  runoff  and  sediment  yield  would  have 
soil  losses;  however,  although  the  effect  of  the 
loss  would  cause  changes  in  the  soil,  the  mag- 
nitude or  kind  of  changes  cannot  be  predicted  as 
there  is  no  known  method  or  data  to  substantiate 
changes.  For  allotments  (52,295  acres)  on  which 
there  would  be  a  decrease  in  runoff  and  sediment 
yield,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  soil  loss.  As 
stated  above,  the  effects  of  the  reduction  in  soil 
loss  would  cause  change  in  the  soil,  but  the  mag- 
nitude or  kind  of  change  cannot  be  predicted  as 
there  are  no  known  data  to  substantiate  any 
changes. 


Water  Resources 

Hydrologic  impacts  of  custodial  management 
would  vary  from  allotment  to  allotment.  Infiltra- 
tion rates  would  remain  essentially  unchanged. 
Table  8-16  (under  Vegetation  below)  shows  the 
predicted  change  in  cover  density  for  each  vegeta- 
tive type  within  each  allotment.  With  Gifford, 
Hawkins,  and  Williams  (1975)  adaptation  of  the 
SCS  curve  number  method,  it  was  determined 
that  for  areas  that  show  increased  cover  (52,275 
acres),  10  to  40  percent  decreases  in  runoff  can 
be  expected  depending  on  the  amount  of  addi- 
tional cover.  For  those  areas  with  decreased 
cover  predicted  (304,310  acres),  10  to  50  percent 
increases  in  runoff  can  be  expected.  Areas  with 
no  predicted  change  in  vegetative  cover  (109,920 
acres)  would  have  no  change  in  runoff  or  sedi- 
ment yield.  Where  there  are  increases  in  runoff, 
there  would  be  increases  in  sediment  yield  and 
vice  versa.  Quantification  of  runoff  and  sediment 
yield  cannot  be  done  for  individual  allotments 
with  existing  data  and  methodologies. 

Vegetation 

Short-term  impacts  under  this  alternative  are 
listed  by  grazing  system  and  season  of  use  in 
table  8-14.  Long-term  impacts  are  summarized  in 
tables  8-15  and  8-16.  Predicted  range  condition  by 
2006  under  this  alternative  is  88,680  acres  in  good, 
228,755  acres  in  fair,  and  208,340  acres  in  poor 
condition.  Total  vegetative  production  for  the  ES 
area  is  predicted  to  be  45,075  AUMs  by  2006. 

Endangered  Plants 

The  impacts  to  endangered  plants  under  the 
custodial  management  alternative  would  be  the 
same  as  for  the  proposed  action. 

Wildlife:  Terrestrial 

Under  this  alternative,  wildlife  populations, 
economic  return,  and  hunter  opportunities  would 
all  decrease.  Serious  forage  conflicts  between 
livestock  and  big  game  and  reduced  food  and 
cover  for  small  game  would  result  on  all  allot- 
ments except  areas  under  existing  AMPs.  Further- 
more, new  range  improvements  would  not  be  im- 
plemented as  needed  to  increase  forage  for  both 
livestock  and  wildlife.  Without  increases  in 
forage,  populations  cannot  be  expected  to  in- 
crease. In  addition,  watering  facilities  may  not 
remain  operable  for  wildlife  use  after  livestock 
are  removed  each  year.  In  some  areas  of  the  ES 
area,  this  would  require  wildlife  to  move  to  new 
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TABLE  8-12 
ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT:   PROPOSED  CUSTODIAL  ALLOTMENTS 


Allotment 

Acres 

Season 

Number  &  Name 

NRL 

Class-AUMs  a/ 

of  Use 

4001  Dominguez* 

58,335 

C-1,833 

10/16-05/30 

4002  Lower  Escalante 

2,240 

S-300 

01/09-01/30 

4005  Fall  Cabin 

360 

C-18 

05/11-05/31 
10/16-10/31 

4006  Dry  Mesa* 

18,895 

C-883 

12/01-12/31 
05/08-05/31 
11/01-12/31 

4008  25  Mesa 

10,405 

C-644 

05/06-05/20 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

15,735 

C-1,174 

05/16-05/31 
10/16-11/30 

4011  Lower  Roubideau 

Canyon 

480 

C-27 

10/06-10/21 

4014  Joker 

1,835 

C-87 

05/21-10/31 

4015  White  Ranch 

415 

C-10 

04/01-05/31 
10/16-02/28 

4016  Wells  Gulch 

16,955 

S-2,380 

11/15-04/30 

4017  Alkali  Flats* 

27,830 

S-2,651 

03/01-02/28 
10/15-10/30 

4021  Point  Creek 

1,000 

S-101 

03/15-05/20 

4022  Petrie  Mesa 

13,860 

S-1,258 

12/01-04/30 

4024  Dirty  George 

2,385 

C-236 

05/16-06/15 
10/16-11/15 

4025  Ward  Creek- 

Doughspoon 

17,910 

C-441 

05/01-06/15 
10/15-11/15 

4026  Escalante  Canyon 

1,270 

C-20 

01/01-02/07 

4501  Milk  Creek 

105 

C-16 

08/15-08/31 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux 

Creek 

3,230 

C-443 

05/19-06/15 
10/16-10/21 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

2,555 

C-190 

05/15-08/31 

4505  Juniper  Knob 

120 

S-10 

05/01-06/05 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

1,350 

S-64 

01/11-02/10 
05/01-06/15 
06/16-09/15 

4507  Jay  Creek 

9,205 

C-879 

05/16-10/3C 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

430 

C-66 

05/20-06/15 
09/15-10/30 

4511  Overland 

160 

C-14 

06/16-06/30 
10/16-10/30 

4512  East  Roatcap 

30 

C-10 

06/19-10/12 

4513  Stevens  Gulch 

6,555 

C-694 

05/01-06/30 

4514  Upper  Terror  Creek 

30 

C-3 

09/15-10/15 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

620 

C-53 

06/01-10/31 

4516  North  Fork 

23,420 

S-1,079 

11/05-07/19 

4517  Coal  Gulch* 

7,720 

S-394 

05/01-08/05 

C-90 

10/23-11/13 

4518  Pilot  Creek 

45 

S-33 

06/16-07/30 
10/11-11/12 

4519  Muddy  Creek 

500 

S-16 

05/16-06/25 

4520  Spring  Creek 

120 

C-25 

06/12-09/15 

4521  Stock  Driveway 

120 

S-6 

06/01-06/06 
11/01-11/06 

4522  Downing 

120 

C-24 

05/26-06/17 
09/16-09/30 

a/  C  =  cattle,  S  =  sheep,  H  =  domestic  horses;  AUMs  =  animal  unit  month. 
*"  Annual  license  includes  nonuse  applied  for  in  addition  to  use  shown. 
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TABLE  8-12 
ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT:  PROPOSED  CUSTODIAL  ALLOTMENTS  (cont.) 


Allotment 

Acres 

Season 

Number  &  Name 

NRL 

Class-AUMs  a/ 

of  Use 

4523  Williams  Creek 

110 

C-8 

05/16-07/15 

4524  Deep  Creek 

160 

C-3 

06/01-10/15 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

1,115 

C-118 

06/04-09/15 

4526  Crystal  Creek 

480 

C-51 

05/16-09/30 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

4,970 

C-413 

05/11-06/15 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

1,200 

C-158 

06/11-06/20 
10/06-10/07 

4530  McDonald  Mesa* 

3,185 

C-100 

06/01-06/20 

4531  Popp  Ranch 

265 

C-4 

05/15-06/14 

4532  McDonald  Ranch* 

7,330 

S-529 

03/01-05/31 

H-7 

10/01-02/28 

4535  Home  Place 

160 

C-15 

10/07-10/15 

4536  West  Young's  Peak 

160 

C-6 

05/01-07/31 

4537  Young's  Peak: 

R  Crawford  Subunit 

260 

C-22 

06/17-06/25 

4538  Missouri  Flats 

120 

C-4 

06/12-09/15 

4539  Cottonwood  Creek 

120 

C-8 

05/20-06/03 
09/15-09/29 

4540  North  Saddle  Peak 

240 

C-31 

06/01-08/31 

4541  Sunshine  Mesa 

40 

C-5 

05/16-06/15 

4543  South  Saddle  Peak 

220 

C-13 

06/16-06/20 
10/10-10/15 

4548  Creek  Bottom 

185 

C-5 

06/01-10/15 

4549  Dry  Creek* 

3,110 

C-135 

05/12-06/15 
10/16-10/20 

5002  Dedication  Site 

1,915 

C-44 

03/01-04/06 

5003  Selig  Canal* 

7,665 

S-330 

05/16-05/25 
10/01-10/10 
12/15-02/16 

5008  Brush  Point 

18,205 

S-1,123 

11/14-05/06 

5010  Dead  Horse 

955 

C-171 

05/11-10/25 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

2,825 

C-305 

05/05-06/30 

5012  Cedar  Point 

620 

C-55 

05/30-06/30 
09/01-09/30 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

1,335 

C-95 

05/06-06/30 

5014  Poison  Spring 

1,570 

C-99 

05/01-06/30 

5015  Grizzly  Gulch 

1,930 

C-230 

05/11-08/12 

5016  Black  Canyon 

440 

C-45 

05/11-06/30 

5017  Green  Mountain* 

20,825 

S-1,018 
C-629 

05/03-11/25 

5020  Black  Ridge 

6,875 

S-400 

11/16-01/15 

5022  Rabbit  Gulch 

1,250 

C-35 

11/10-12/14 

5025  Fruitland  Mesa 

80 

S-2 

05/01-11/30 

5026  Star  Nelson  Airport 

80 

C-5 

01/02-02/28 

5027  Adobe 

300 

C-24 

05/15-06/14 

5028  Doug  Creek 

400 

C-60 

05/01-06/15 

5029  Spring  Gulch 

1,430 

C-110 

06/01-09/20 

5030  Bostwick  Park 

5,495 

C-188 

04/16-10/31 

5033  Pinyon  Springs 

1,030 

C-131 

06/02-10/16 

5036  Big  Gulch 

40 

S-5 

11/01-11/30 

5038  Red  Canyon 

80 

C-3 

05/10-10/30 

5039  Onion  Valley 

40 

C-16 

07/01-09/01 

H-l 

09/01-11/15 

5040  Pine  Ridge 

80 

C-14 

06/01-11/15 

5041  East  Gould  Reservoir 

620 

C-20 

06/06-06/15 

5043  Collins 

200 

C-10 

05/05-06/04 

5044  Big  Pasture 

200 

C-15 

05/16-06/15 

5045  Black  Bullet 

90 

H-3 

11/01-11/30 

5046  Big  Gulch* 

440 

S-35 

03/02-04/17 

5047  Mesa  Creek* 

640 

C-55 

05/01-10/15 

Annual  license  includes  nonuse  applied  for  in  addition  to  use  shown. 


8-39 


TABLE  8-12 
ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT:  PROPOSED  CUSTODIAL  ALLOTMENTS  (cont.) 


Allotment 

Acres 

Season 

Number  &  Name 

NRL 

Class-AUMs  a/ 

of  Use 

5048  Morrow  Point 

1,035 

C-8 

05/20-06/10 

5049  Smith  Fork 

450 

C-19 

05/01-06/10 
11/06-11/15 

5050  Allen  Reservoir 

200 

C-24 

05/16-06/04 
10/16-10/20 

5502  Sandy  Wash 

7,530 

S-707 

12/01-03/16 

5503  Green 

450 

C-39 

05/25-06/19 

5504  Roatcap 

3,070 

S-264 

02/17-03/21 

5505  Transfer 

2,970 

C-214 

10/16-11/16 

5507  Pipeline 

19,190 

C-333 

11/11-11/26 

S- 1,382 

12/07-06/09 

5508  Government  Springs 

2,260 

S-125 

05/16-06/15 
10/16-11/15 

5509  Coal  Creek 

320 

C-44 

05/16-05/30 
11/08-11/15 

5510  Bald  Hills 

205 

C-21 

05/29-06/30 
10/11-11/09 

5511  Shavano  Mesa 

2,015 

S-200 

12/20-02/06 

5512  Franklin  Mesa* 

3,600 

S-350 

12/16-02/26 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin* 

5,425 

S-300 

12/11-02/16 

5514  East  Fork  Dry  Creek 

135 

C-ll 

06/01-10/27 

5515  Olathe  Reservoir 

185 

C-17 

05/16-10/15 

5517  Spring  Creek  Canyon 

440 

C-35 

05/31-10/15 

5518  Dave  Wood 

2,565 

S-176 

04/15-05/06 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 

10,365 

S-665 

12/01-02/15 
03/01-05/15 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

19,785 

S- 1,022 

05/16-06/30 
10/01-10/20 
12/08-12/28 

5523  Horsefly 

640 

C-38 

05/11-07/02 
09/12-10/14 

5524  Duckett  Draw 

275 

C-6 

04/01-12/31 
11/01-12/31 

5525  Dry  Creek 

100 

C-9 

09/20-10/19 

5529  Log  Hill 

4,345 

C-189 

05/16-06/13 
10/16-10/31 

5530  Billy  Creek 

3,995 

C-148 

05/01-07/01 

H-2 

08/20-09/15 

5532  Burro  Ridge 

200 

C-15 

05/01-06/15 

5533  Onion  Lakes 

630 

C-15 

10/16-11/30 

5534  Shin  Park 

3,970 

S-251 

11/30-01/16 

5535  Cedar  Creek 

240 

C-6 

06/01-06/30 

5536  South  Canal 

2,115 

S-57 

01/01-01/17 

5538  Rock  Ditch 

55 

C-5 

11/01-11/30 

5540  Dry  Gulch 

4,860 

S-808 

03/01-06/24 
12/28-02/28 

5542  Bosgal 

50 

S-5 

09/01-02/28 

5543  Waugh 

200 

S-10 

12/16-02/28 

5544  Kelly 

80 

S-2 

11/01-12/15 

5545  Henshaw 

170 

S-12 

10/15-11/15 

5546  Waterdog  Basin 

400 

C-35 

03/20-10/30 

5547  Slagle  Pass 

310 

C-30 

07/28-09/27 

5548  Washboard  Rock 

760 

S-34 

05/16-09/15 

5549  High  Park 

1,660 

S-60 
H-l 
H-3 

07/01-09/30 

5551  Dexter  Creek 

65 

06/01-06/21 

*  Annual  license  includes  nonuse  applied  for  in  addition  to  use  shown. 
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TABLE  8-12 
ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT:   PROPOSED  CUSTODIAL  ALLOTMENTS  (cont.) 


Allotment 

Acres 

Season 

Number  &  Name 

NRL 

Class-AUMs 

of  Use 

5561  East  Fork 

80 

S-3 
H-2 

06/15-07/31 
10/01-10/31 

5562  Hillside 

160 

C-10 

06/01-09/30 

5563  Moonshine  Park 

230 

C-7 

07/01-09/30 

5564  Gravel  Pit 

40 

S-4 

10/01-11/08 

5565  Tommy  Creek 

120 

C-3 

04/16-06/15 

5566  Cow  Creek 

520 

C-70 

06/20-07/10 

5567  Busted  Boiler 

40 

C-2 

08/01-09/30 

5568  Baldy 

680 

C-88 

06/01-09/30 

5569  Hairpin 

500 

S-18 

05/16-05/30 
10/01-10/10 

5570  Cedar 

2,125 

C-315 

05/01-06/30 

5574  Tappan  Creek 

240 

S-ll 

04/11-05/10 
11/15-11/19 

C- 

-13,094 

S- 

-18,200 

H- 

19 

TOTALS 

459,480 

31,313 

TABLE  8-13 
ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT: 
PROPOSED  ELIMINATION  OF  GRAZING 


Tract 

Acres  NRL 

AUMs  Eliminated 

5037  Black  Mesa 

500 

6 

5552  Dallas 

240 

24 

5553  Fisher  Creek 

480 

34 

5555  Taylor  Draw 

325 

55 

5556  Burro  Creek 

120 

15 

5557  Alkali 

485 

20 

5559  South  Fork 

120 

12 

5560  Cookie  Tree 

640 

55 

5572  McKenzie  Creek 

110 

5 

TOTALS 

3,020 

226 
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TABLE  8-15 
ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT: 
PREDICTED  RANGE  CONDITION  BY  ALLOTMENT  AND  VEGETATIVE  TYPE 


Present 

Predicted  Range 

Allotment  and 

Range  Condition 

Condition  (by 

2006) 

Total 

Vegetative  Types 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Acres 

EXISTING  AMPs 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

12,095 

Pinyon-Juniper 

1,080 

3,040 

6,935 

2,600 

8,455 

_ 

Saltbush 

- 

800 

- 

800 

_ 

_ 

Sagebrush 

- 

- 

240 

- 

240 

_ 

4012  Canal 

10,650 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

1,600 

2,690 

800 

3,490 

- 

Saltbush 

- 

- 

6,360 

- 

6,360 

_ 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

5,490 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

1,515 

240 

755 

1,000 

- 

Saltbush 

- 

- 

2,855 

- 

2,855 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

880 

- 

880 

- 

- 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

1,080 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

930 

- 

465 

465 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

- 

150 

- 

150 

- 

- 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

3,600 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

230 

- 

115 

115 

- 

Mountain  Shrub 

390 

2,905 

- 

3,295 

- 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

75 

- 

75 

- 

- 

4537  Young's  Peak: 

Q  Young's  Peak  Subunit 

2,260 

Pinyon-Juniper 

- 

2,260 

- 

1,130 

1,130 

- 

5516  Piney 

8,335 

Mountain  Shrub 

- 

2,195 

900 

2,195 

900 

- 

Sagebrush 

- 

- 

5,240 

- 

5,240 

- 

5521  Highway  90 

6,215 

Pinyon-Juniper 

860 
2,330 

3,800 
20,380 

1,555 
27,015 

2,760 
16,020 

3,455 
33,705 

- 

SUBTOTALS 

0 

49,725 

OTHER  NRL 

72,660 

195,050 

208,340 

72,660 

195,050 

208 

,340 

476,050 

TOTAL 

74,990 

215,430 

235,355 

88,680 

228,755 

208 

,340 

525,775 

SUMMARY  OF 

+13,690 

+13,325 

-27 

,015 

CHANGES 

+18°/ 

+6% 

-11% 

8-46 
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LIST  OF  KEY  VEGETATIVE  SPECIES 
AND  SCIENTIFIC  ABBREVIATIONS 


Species 

Abbreviation 

Species  Name 

Common  Name 

GRASSES 

Agin 

Agjropyron  intermedium 

Intermediate  wheatgrass 

Agcr 

Acjropyron  cristatum 

Crested  wheatgrass 

Agsm 

Agropyron  smithii 

Western  wheatgrass 

Agtr 

Agjropyron  trachycaulum 

Slender  wheatgrass 

Bogr 

Bouteloua  gracilis 

Blue  grama 

Brin 

Bromus  inermis 

Smooth  brome 

Feid 

Festuca  idahoensis 

Idaho  fescue 

Feth 

Festuca  thurberi 

Thurber  fescue 

Hija 

Hi! aria  jamesii 

Galleta  grass 

Kocr 

Koeleria  cristata 

Junegrass 

Orhy 

Oryzopsis  hymenoides 

Indian  ricegrass 

Popr 

Poa  pratensis 

Kentucky  bluegrass 

Pose 

Poa  secunda 

Sandberg  bluegrass 

Sihy 

Sitanion  hystrix 

Bottlebrush  squirrel  tail 

Spcr 

Sporobolus  cryptandrus 

Sand  dropseed 

Stco 

Stipa  comata 

Needle-and-thread 

Stvi 

Stipa  viridula 

Green  needlegrass 

FORBS 

Basa 

Balsamorhiza  sagittata 

Arrowleaf  balsamroot 

Viam 

Vicia  americana 

American  vetch 

SHRUBS 

Amal 

Amelanchier  alnifolia 

Common  serviceberry 

Arno 

Artemisia  nova 

Black  sagebrush 

Artr 

Artemisia  tridentata 

Big  sagebrush 

Atca 

Atriplex  canescens 

Fourwing  saltbush 

Atco 

Atriplex  conferti folia 

Shadscale 

Atcr 

Atriplex  corrugata 

Mat  saltbush 

Atnu 

Atriplex  nuttalli 

Nuttall  saltbush 

Cemo 

Cercocarpus  montanus 

Mountain  mahogany 

Epvi 

Ephedra  viridis 

Mormon  tea 

Pera 

Peraphyllum 

ramosissimum 

Squaw  apple 

Putr 

Purshia  tridentata 

Bitterbrush 

Syor 

Symphoricarpos 

oreophilus 

Mountain  snowberry 
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Alternatives 


Chapter  8 


areas  where  water  is  available.  As  a  result,  popu- 
lations of  big  game  species  could  be  expected  to 
decrease  10  to  20  percent  (1,500  to  3,000  deer,  120 
to  240  elk,  and  35  to  70  antelope). 

Wildlife:  Riparian  and  Aquatic 

Erosion  of  critical  watershed  areas,  such  as 
soils  derived  from  Mancos  shale  and  steep  ter- 
rains, would  increase  the  sediment  load  and  tur- 
bidity of  streams.  A  continued  decline  of  algae, 
aquatic  plants,  invertebrates,  and  fish  making  up 
the  aquatic  system  would  result.  The  sediment 
load  of  the  North  Fork,  the  Uncompahgre,  and 
the  Gunnison  rivers  would  continue  at  a  high 
level,  and  the  potential  of  these  areas  to  support 
desirable  fish  species  would  diminish. 

No  protection  would  be  given  to  riparian 
vegetation,  and  cattle  would  congregate  in  stream 
bottoms.  As  a  result,  riparian  habitat  conditions 
would  decline  as  follows.  Riparian  habitats  in  ex- 
cellent condition  would  decrease  2.0  miles  to  10.4 
total  miles,  habitats  in  good  condition  would 
decrease  15.2  miles  to  30.2  total  miles,  and 
habitats  in  fair  condition  would  decline  4.3  miles 
to  56.5  total  miles.  A  corresponding  increase  of 
21.5  miles  would  result  for  riparian  habitats  in 
poor  and  nonexistent  condition. 

Heavy  grazing  and  trampling  would  increase 
stream  bank  erosion,  cover  for  fish  would  be  lost, 
increased  water  temperatures  would  eliminate 
trout  in  some  areas,  and  an  increase  in  sediments 
and  turbidity  would  limit  stream  productivity. 

Cultural  Resources 

Implementing  actions  initiated  under  Alternative 
C  would  result  in  adverse  impacts  to  cultural 
resources.  Compliance  procedures  as  outlined  in 
chapter  4  would  be  followed  to  mitigate  potential 
adverse  impacts. 

Visual  Resources 

Under  custodial  management,  the  visual  aspects 
of  the  range  would  remain  about  the  same  as  they 
are  at  present.  Only  a  few  range  improvement 
facilities  would  be  built.  Any  discordant  impacts 
would  be  mitigated  or  would  not  be  significant. 

Recreation 

Implementation  of  this  alternative  would  be  ex- 
pected to  result  in  a  reduction  of  harvestable 
numbers  of  deer  and  elk  (see  Wildlife).  Although 
total  hunter  days  would  not  be  substantially 
reduced,  hunter  success  ratios  may  be  decreased, 
thus  providing  less  opportunity  for  satisfying  con- 


sumptive and  nonconsumptive  wildlife  use  de- 
mands (see  Socio-Economic).  Specific  numbers 
and  percentage  changes  for  hunter  days  and  suc- 
cess ratios  have  not  been  calculated  here  in  an- 
ticipation of  DOW  concurrent  management  con- 
trol measures. 

Agriculture:  Livestock  Grazing 

With  this  alternative,  active  licensed  use  would 
be  initially  reduced  from  35,369  AUMs  to  34,202 
AUMs,  a  reduction  of  1,167  AUMs.  By  2006,  as 
vegetative  productivity  increases  on  AMP  allot- 
ments and  decreases  on  some  of  the  others  where 
current  range  trends  project  decreases,  the  total 
ES  area  livestock  use  would  be  33,854  AUMs,  a 
reduction  of  1,515  AUMs  from  the  present  active 
licensed  use.  Refer  to  table  8-17  for  a  listing  by 
allotment  of  the  estimated  future  use.  (It  should 
be  noted  that  some  deviation  from  the  use  levels 
shown  can  be  expected,  depending  on  the  extent 
to  which  individual  operators  adopt  more  inten- 
sive management  systems  or  construct  improve- 
ments on  their  own.) 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

Population 

Adoption  of  Alternative  C  would  not  affect  on- 
going population  trends. 

Income 

Since  active  licensed  use  would  decrease  im- 
mediately to  34,202  AUMs,  there  would  be  a 
reduction  of  1,167  AUMs  from  the  1975  level 
(35,369  -  34,202  =  1,167).  This  would  reduce 
direct  livestock-related  income  (in  1970  dollars)  by 
$3,384.30  (1,167  X  $2.90  =  $3,384.30)  and,  with 
the  livestock  income  multiplier  of  (1.487),  total 
direct  and  indirect  livestock-related  income  would 
be  reduced  by  $5,032.45  (3,384.30  X  1.487  = 
$5,032.45).  This  reduction  of  $5,032.46,  while  hav- 
ing an  impact  on  certain  operators,  would  be  in- 
significant when  compared  with  1974  ES  area 
total  direct  and  indirect  range  livestock-related  in- 
come of  $6,515,023  and  total  personal  income  of 
$155,345,000. 

In  the  long  term,  AUM  active  licensed  use 
would  decrease  until  in  the  year  2006  it  is  ex- 
pected to  be  33,854,  which  would  be  a  reduction 
of  1,515  AUMs  from  the  1975  level.  This  would 
amount  to  a  long-term  income  reduction  of 
$4,393.50  (1,515  X  $2.90  =  $4,393.50)  in  direct 
livestock-related  income  and  $6,533.13  ($4,393.50 
X  1.487  =  $6,533.13)  in  total  direct  and  indirect 
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TABLE  8-17 
ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT 
PRESENT  PRODUCTION  AND  PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE 
COMPARED  WITH  PREDICTED  FUTURE  PRODUCTION  AND  USE  (BY  2006) 


Present 

Proposed 

Predicted 

Predicted 

Present 

Active 

Alternative 

Production 

Use 

Allotment 

Production 

Licensed  Use 

Use 

(By  2006) 

(By  2006) 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

4001  Dominguez 

5,600 

1,833 

1,833 

4,320 

1,833 

4002  Lower  Escalante 

335 

300 

300 

280 

280 

4005  Fall  Cabin 

40 

18 

18 

40 

18 

4006  Dry  Mesa 

1,185 

883 

883 

890 

876 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa 

790 

536 

341 

1,210 

600 

4008  25  Mesa 

810 

644 

644 

620 

620 

4010  Monitor  Mesa 

1,435 

1,174 

1,174 

1,300 

1,173 

4011  Lower  Roubideau  Canyon 

45 

89 

27 

10 

10 

4012  Canal 

1,000 

831 

831 

1,220 

822 

4013  Ben  Lowe 

570 

446 

446 

755 

432 

4014  Joker 

115 

87 

87 

150 

87 

5015  White  Ranch 

25 

10 

10 

35 

10 

4016  Wells  Gulch 

2,680 

2,380 

2,380 

2,680 

2,366 

4017  Alkali  Flats 

3,560 

2,651 

2,651 

2,780 

2,651 

4021  Point  Creek 

115 

0 

101 

95 

77 

4022  Petrie  Mesa 

1,430 

1,258 

1,258 

1,090 

1,258 

4024  Dirty  George 

300 

236 

236 

200 

200 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon 

700 

441 

441 

650 

441 

4026  Escalante  Canyon 

40 

20 

20 

40 

20 

4501  Milk  Creek 

15 

16 

16 

15 

15 

4502  Surface  to  Leroux  Creek 

495 

443 

443 

405 

405 

4503  Stingley  Gulch 

125 

98 

98 

150 

98 

4504  Leroux  Creek 

195 

249 

190 

140 

140 

4505  Juniper  Knob 

10 

0 

10 

10 

4 

4506  Oak  Mesa 

95 

64 

64 

80 

64 

4507  Jay  Creek 

1,030 

879 

879 

800 

800 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek 

75 

94 

66 

50 

50 

4511  Overland 

20 

29 

14 

20 

14 

4512  East  Roatcap 

10 

68 

10 

10 

10 

4513  Stevens  Gulch 

865 

694 

694 

650 

650 

4514  Upper  Terror  Creek 

5 

17 

3 

5 

3 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

70 

53 

53 

70 

53 

4516  North  Fork 

2,630 

1,079 

1,079 

2,165 

1,079 

4517  Coal  Gulch 

770 

484 

484 

595 

484 

4518  Pilot  Creek 

40 

38 

33 

40 

33 

4519  Muddy  Creek 

25 

16 

16 

25 

16 

4520  Spring  Creek 

30 

26 

25 

30 

26 

4521  Stock  Driveway 

10 

6 

6 

10 

5 

4522  Downing 

30 

22 

24 

30 

22 

4523  Williams  Creek 

10 

8 

8 

10 

8 

4524  Deep  Creek 

10 

3 

3 

10 

3 

4525  Anthracite  Creek 

170 

118 

118 

125 

117 

4526  Crystal  Creek 

60 

51 

51 

60 

50 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain 

700 

413 

413 

555 

413 

4528  Oak  Ridge 

335 

210 

238 

400 

244 

4529  Reynolds  Creek 

190 

158 

158 

80 

80 

4530  McDonald  Mesa 

205 

100 

100 

175 

100 

4531  Popp  Ranch 

15 

8 

4 

15 

4 

4532  McDonald  Ranch 

725 

536 

536 

585 

536 

4535  Home  Place 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

4536  West  Young's  Peak 

10 

6 

6 

10 

6 

4537  Young's  Peak 

240 

171 

135 

280 

175 

4538  Missouri  Flats 

5 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4539  Cottonwood  Creek 

10 

10 

8 

10 

10 

4540  North  Saddle  Peak 

40 

31 

31 

30 

30 

4541  Sunshine  Mesa 

5 

5 

5 

0 

0 

4543  South  Saddle  Peak 

20 

13 

13 

20 

13 

4548  Creek  Bottom 

10 

5 

5 

10 

5 

4549  Dry  Creek 

265 

135 

135 

215 

135 

5002  Dedication  Site 

100 

213 

44 

100 

44 

5003  Selig  Canal 

725 

330 

330 

635 

330 
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TABLE  8-17 
ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT 
PRESENT  PRODUCTION  AND  PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE 
COMPARED  WITH  PREDICTED  FUTURE  PRODUCTION  AND  USE  (BY  2006) (Cont.) 


Present 

Proposed 

Predicted 

Predicted 

Present 

Active 

Alternative 

Production 

Use 

Allotment 

Production 

Licensed  Use 

Use 

(By  2006) 

(By  2006) 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

5008  Brush  Point 

1,755 

1,123 

1,123 

1,450 

1,123 

5010  Dead  Horse 

200 

171 

171 

135 

135 

5011  Gould  Reservoir 

390 

305 

305 

315 

305 

5012  Cedar  Point 

80 

55 

55 

70 

55 

5013  Iron  Canyon 

135 

95 

95 

110 

95 

5014  Poison  Spring 

145 

99 

99 

145 

99 

5015  Grizzly  Gulch 

260 

349 

230 

260 

230 

5016  Black  Canyon 

45 

82 

45 

45 

45 

5017  Green  Mountain 

2,825 

1,647 

1,647 

2,245 

1,647 

5020  Black  Ridge 

605 

400 

400 

550 

400 

5022  Rabbit  Gulch 

70 

35 

35 

70 

35 

5025  Fruit! and  Mesa 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

5026  Star  Nelson  Airport 

5 

11 

5 

5 

5 

5027  Adobe 

30 

24 

24 

30 

24 

5028  Doug  Creek 

70 

60 

60 

65 

60 

5029  Spring  Gulch 

150 

110 

110 

140 

110 

5030  Bostwick  Park 

380 

188 

188 

350 

188 

5033  Pinyon  Springs 

160 

132 

131 

160 

131 

5036  Big  Gulch 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5037  Black  Mesa 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

5038  Red  Canyon 

5 

3 

3 

5 

2 

5039  Onion  Valley 

20 

17 

17 

20 

17 

5040  Pine  Ridge 

15 

14 

14 

15 

14 

5041  East  Gould  Reservoir 

40 

20 

20 

35 

20 

5043  Collins 

15 

10 

10 

15 

10 

5044  Big  Pasture 

20 

15 

15 

20 

15 

5045  Black  Bullet 

5 

3 

3 

5 

3 

5046  Big  Gulch 

35 

0 

35 

35 

35 

5047  Mesa  Creek 

75 

23 

55 

75 

23 

5048  Morrow  Point 

40 

8 

8 

40 

8 

5049  Smith  Fork 

30 

19 

19 

25 

19 

5050  Allen  Reservoir 

30 

23 

24 

30 

23 

5502  Sandy  Wash 

940 

707 

707 

805 

707 

5503  Green 

50 

39 

39 

40 

39 

5504  Roatcap 

350 

264 

264 

280 

264 

5505  Transfer 

300 

214 

214 

205 

205 

5507  Pipeline 

2,270 

1,715 

1,715 

1,950 

1,715 

5508  Government  Springs 

180 

125 

125 

150 

125 

5509  Coal  Creek 

50 

44 

44 

50 

44 

5510  Bald  Hills 

25 

21 

21 

25 

21 

5511  Shavano  Mesa 

200 

261 

200 

140 

140 

5512  Franklin  Mesa 

355 

363 

350 

335 

335 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin 

410 

440 

300 

395 

300 

5514  East  Fork  Dry  Creek 

15 

11 

11 

15 

11 

5515  Olathe  Reservoir 

15 

18 

17 

15 

15 

5516  Piney 

800 

557 

557 

1,110 

557 

5517  Spring  Creek  Canyon 

35 

52 

35 

35 

35 

5518  Dave  Wood 

215 

176 

176 

195 

176 

5520  Lower  Horsefly 

965 

665 

665 

870 

665 

5521  Highway  90 

445 

265 

265 

685 

313 

5522  Beaver  Hill 

1,570 

1,022 

1,022 

1,320 

1,022 

5523  Horsefly 

55 

38 

38 

40 

37 

5524  Ducket  Draw 

15 

20 

6 

15 

5 

5525  Dry  Creek 

15 

15 

9 

15 

15 

5529  Log  Hill 

310 

189 

189 

235 

189 

5530  Billy  Creek 

265 

150 

150 

240 

150 

5532  Burro  Ridge 

20 

15 

15 

15 

15 
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TABLE  8-17 
ALTERNATIVE  C:  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT 
PRESENT  PRODUCTION  AND  PRESENT  ACTIVE  LICENSED  USE 
COMPARED  WITH  PREDICTED  FUTURE  PRODUCTION  AND  USE  (BY  2006) (Cont.) 


Present 

Proposed 

Predicted 

Predicted 

Present 

Active 

Alternative 

Production 

Use 

Allotment 

Production 

Licensed  Use 

Use 

(By  2006) 

(By  2006) 

Number  &  Name 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

(AUMs) 

5533  Onion  Lakes 

35 

15 

15 

35 

15 

5534  Shin  Park 

300 

251 

251 

185 

185 

5535  Cedar  Creek 

10 

6 

6 

10 

6 

5536  South  Canal 

120 

60 

57 

120 

57 

5538  Rock  Ditch 

5 

9 

5 

5 

5 

5540  Dry  Gulch 

930 

808 

808 

900 

797 

5542  Bosgal 

5 

9 

5 

5 

5 

5543  Waugh 

10 

30 

10 

10 

10 

5544  Kelly 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

5545  Henshaw 

15 

12 

12 

15 

12 

5546  Waterdog  Basin 

45 

35 

35 

40 

34 

5547  Slagle  Pass 

40 

30 

30 

40 

30 

5548  Washboard  Rock 

55 

34 

34 

55 

34 

5549  High  Park 

no 

61 

61 

110 

61 

5551  Dexter  Creek 

5 

3 

3 

5 

3 

5552  Dallas 

15 

24 

0 

15 

0 

5553  Fisher  Creek 

40 

34 

0 

35 

0 

5555  Taylor  Draw 

25 

55 

0 

25 

0 

5556  Burro  Creek 

10 

15 

0 

10 

0 

5557  Alkali 

40 

20 

0 

35 

0 

5559  South  Fork 

15 

12 

0 

15 

0 

5560  Cookie  Tree 

50 

57 

0 

45 

0 

5561  East  Fork 

5 

14 

5 

5 

5 

5562  Hillside 

10 

40 

10 

10 

10 

5563  Moonshine  Park 

10 

7 

7 

10 

7 

5564  Gravel  Pit 

5 

4 

4 

5 

4 

5565  Tommy  Creek 

20 

18 

3 

20 

18 

5566  Cow  Creek 

105 

70 

70 

105 

70 

5567  Busted  Boiler 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

5568  Baldy 

135 

88 

88 

135 

88 

5569  Hairpin 

30 

18 

18 

25 

18 

5570  Cedar 

375 

315 

315 

340 

315 

5572  McKenzie  Creek 

10 

5 

0 

10 

0 

5574  Tappan  Creek 

20 

11 

11 

20 

11 

TOTALS 

51,315 

35,369 

34,202 

45,075 

33,854 
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livestock-related  income.  As  in  the  short  term, 
this  reduction  in  income  would  be  insignificant 
when  compared  with  area  livestock-related  in- 
come. 

However,  along  with  this  income  decrease, 
some  realignment  of  incomes  could  occur  with 
both  negative  and  positive  income  effects  being 
experienced  by  some  individual  operators.  Some 
increases  or  decreases  in  licensed  active  use 
would  be  dependent  on  management  practices  of 
individual  operators  and  would  result  in  direct  in- 
come changes  at  the  rate  of  $2.90  (1970  dollars) 
per  unit  change  in  AUM  use.  Internal  realignment 
of  indirect  income  could  also  occur  to  the  extent 
that  individual  operators  experiencing  direct  in- 
come changes  do  business  with  different  supply 
outlets,  trucking  and  marketing  firms,  etc. 

Since  permittees  would  be  allowed  to  construct 
new  range  improvements  with  BLM  approval,  it 
is  expected  some  construction  of  this  type  would 
occur  on  a  small  scale  since  it  would  be  economi- 
cally beneficial  to  NRL  users.  This  would  add  to 
area  income  by  an  undetermined  amount,  as 
would  the  maintenance  of  any  such  range  im- 
provements. 

A  reduction  of  10  to  20  percent  of  all  big  game 
species  using  NRL  could  be  expected,  which 
could  have  an  impact  on  area  income  generated 
from  hunters'  expenditures.  These  percentage 
reductions  would  amount  to  decreases  of  35  to  70 
animals  for  antelope,  1,500  to  3,000  for  deer,  and 
120  to  240  for  elk.  Translated  into  possible 
decreases  of  expenditures  in  the  area  by  hunters, 
these  big  game  population  reductions  would 
amount  to  an  estimated  decrease  in  expenditures 
of  between  $161,535  and  $322,793  (in  1973  dol- 
lars). (See  appendix  10.)  It  is  likely  that  about  20 
percent  of  these  expenditures  would  result  in  area 
income,  which  would  mean  an  estimated  loss 
between  $32,307  and  $64,559. 

Government-related  income  in  the  ES  area 
could  be  slightly  reduced  by  the  amount  of  salary 
reductions  necessary  to  bring  BLM  employees' 
salaries  in  line  with  lower  skill  duty  requirements. 

Employment 

A  minor  loss  of  employment  is  possible  if  this 
alternative  is  adopted.  Some  loss  of  an  indetermi- 
nant  nature  could  occur  in  range  livestock-related 
activities  and  loss  of  income  resulting  from  big 
game  population  decreases  could  reduce  employ- 
ment by  about  2.69  to  5.38  man-years  annually. 


The  net  loss  of  employment,  although  slight  in 
magnitude,  would  contribute  to  the  relative  in- 
come deficient  status  of  the  area.  Although  the 
impact  on  the  area  would  be  insignificant,  in- 
dividual ranchers  experiencing  use  reductions  and 
those  whose  jobs  are  dependent  on  hunting  and 
other  recreation  spending  would  be  adversely  af- 
fected. 

Social  Well-Being 

The  general  well-being  of  the  ES  area  would 
not  be  affected  by  this  alternative.  However, 
some  individual  livestock  operators  could  be  ad- 
versely influenced  due  to  a  loss  of  income  and 
paper  value  of  certain  ranches. 

Public  Finance  and  Tax  Base 

The  area  tax  base  would  be  slightly  affected 
since  allowable  AUMs  (active  use  qualification) 
would  decrease  from  40,705  to  40,479  when  this 
alternative  is  initiated.  This  226  AUM  reduction 
would  reduce  the  carrying  capacity  of  area 
ranches  by  18.83  animal  units,  which  would 
reduce  the  paper  value  of  those  ranches  affected 
by  the  reduction  by  about  $18,830.  Since 
Colorado  properties  are  assessed  at  about  30  per- 
cent of  market  value,  the  reduction  in  ranch  value 
would  amount  to  a  $5,649  reduction  in  the  area 
tax  base.  The  tax  base  reduction  would  be  0.007 
percent  of  the  1975  ES  area  assessed  valuation. 

Since  Colorado  agricultural  land  prices  reflect 
demand  influences  for  land  for  considerations 
other  than  future  ranch  income,  it  is 
acknowledged  that  ES  area  ranches  would  ap- 
preciate. However,  values  of  ranch  property  with 
decreased  present  value  could  be  expected  to  ap- 
preciate at  a  slower  rate  than  those  similar  pro- 
perties experiencing  no  decreased  carrying  capaci- 
ty. To  assess  the  impact  of  decreased  carrying 
capacity  on  individual  operators,  decreases  in  al- 
lowable licensed  grazing  levels  would  have  to  be 
viewed  on  an  individual  operator  by  operator 
basis. 

SOCIO-CULTURAL    ATTITUDES 

This  alternative  would  be  relatively  inoffensive 
to  local  socio-cultural  attitudes  since  local  self- 
deterministic  options  would  be  preserved  and  any 
realignment  of  operator  use  would  be  minimal. 
However,  there  would  be  an  adverse  reaction 
from  area  residents  in  general  since  there  would 
be  a  lack  of  commitment  to  range  improvement 
and  continued  economic  growth. 
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The  alternative  would  likely  receive  praise  from 
some  local  and  national  groups  who  would  ap- 
preciate its  lessening  of  government  interference 
in  local  affairs.  However,  other  groups  would  find 
it  inadequate  in  its  enhancement  and  protection  of 
resource  values. 

ALTERNATIVE    D:    REDUCED    LIVE- 
STOCK GRAZING 

Description 

Alternative  D,  Reduced  Livestock  Grazing, 
would  have  the  following  components  (as  sum- 
marized in  tables  8-18  and  8-19). 

1.  AMPs  with  rest  rotation  grazing  systems 
would  be  implemented  on  48  allotments  and  15 
allotment  subunits  (totaling  446,410  acres 
NRL),  with  the  following  additional  stipula- 
tions: 

a.  livestock  grazing  on  36  allotments  and  7  al- 
lotment subunits  (marked  with  an  asterisk  in 
table  8-18)  in  deer,  elk,  or  antelope  crucial 
areas  would  be  reduced  30  percent  (affecting 
371,830  acres); 

b.  sheep  winter  use  would  be  changed  to  cat- 
tle winter  use  on  2  of  those  36  allotments,  4016 
Wells  Gulch  and  4017  Alkali  Flats  (totaling 
44,785  acres),  which  would  require  76  miles  of 
fence  and  eight  cattleguards  for  adequate  imple- 
mentation; 

c.  the  other  34  allotments  and  7  allotment  su- 
bunits (totaling  327,045  acres)  would  receive 
three-treatment  rest  rotation  systems  with  late 
spring  and  summer  use; 

d.  livestock  grazing  on  5030  Bostwick  Park, 
subunit  V  Adobe  South  (3,480  acres),  would  be 
reduced  50  percent  due  to  the  severe  watershed 
condition,  and  a  spring-summer  rest  rotation 
system  would  be  implemented. 

2.  AMPs  with  deferred  rotation  systems 
would  be  implemented  on  5  allotments  and  1  al- 
lotment subunit  (12,385  acres  NRL). 

3.  AMPs  with  deferred  systems  would  be  im- 
plemented on  7  allotments  and  4  allotment  sub- 
units  (20,470  acres  NRL). 

4.  Limited  (one  day  each  way)  trailing  use 
would  be  implemented  on  4011  Lower  Rou- 
bideau  Canyon  (480  acres  NRL). 

5.  Custodial  management  would  be  imple- 
mented on  72  allotments  and  5  allotment  subu- 
nits (29,460  acres  NRL),  with  the  following  ad- 
ditional stipulations: 


a.  livestock  grazing  on  12  allotments  and  1  al- 
lotment subunit  (marked  with  an  asterisk  in 
table  8-18)  in  deer,  elk,  or  antelope  crucial 
areas  would  be  reduced  30  percent  (affecting 
7,990  acres  NRL); 

b.  all  12  allotments  and  1  allotment  subunit  in 
crucial  areas  would  be  changed  from  fall-winter 
to  spring-summer  grazing. 

6.  Future  stocking  rates  for  livestock  would 
be  adjusted  if  studies  indicate  increased  wildlife 
populations. 

7.  Livestock  grazing  would  be  eliminated  on 
the  9  allotments  (3,020  acres  NRL)  listed  in 
table  8-19. 

8.  Unallotted  status  (no  livestock  grazing) 
would  be  continued  on  45  tracts  (13,550  acres 
NRL). 

9.  Allotments  that  have  riparian  and  aquatic 
communities  in  degraded  condition  which  are 
not  expected  to  improve  to  acceptable  condi- 
tions would  have  the  AMPs  changed  to  include 
24.5  miles  of  fence  to  protect  12.25  NRL  stream 
miles,  as  follows: 

a.  Monitor  Creek,  4014  Joker  (6  miles  of 
fence  on  3  miles  of  stream)  and  4010  Monitor 
Mesa  (7.5  miles  of  fence  on  3.75  miles  of 
stream); 

b.  Upper  Roubideau  Creek,  4012  Canal  (5 
miles  of  fence  on  2.5  miles  of  stream); 

c.  West  Fork  of  Dry  Creek,  5516  Piney  (6 
miles  of  fence  on  3  miles  of  stream); 

d.  other  areas  identified  in  future  stream  sur- 
veys where  riparian  and  aquatic  habitats  are 
declining  after  AMP  implementation  would  be 
fenced  as  above. 

Implementation  of  the  AMPs  would  require  the 
range  improvements  and  vegetation  conversions 
summarized  in  table  8-20.  (These  projects  include 
the  24.5  miles  of  riparian  fencing  as  well  as  the  76 
miles  of  fence  and  eight  cattleguards  for  4016 
Wells  Gulch  and  4017  Alkali  Flats  mentioned 
above.)  Approximately  400  miles  of  existing  road 
would  also  need  to  be  maintained  to  allow  water 
hauling  for  summer  livestock  use. 

Design  features  for  these  projects  would  be  the 
same  as  for  those  described  in  chapter  1 ,  with  the 
following  additional  stipulations: 

1 .  Fences  for  riparian  habitat  (item  9  above) 
would  be  built  with  water  gaps  50  feet  wide,  ac- 
cessible from  both  sides  of  the  stream,  and 
placed  every  0.5  mile; 
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Alternatives 


Chapter  8 


2.  Native  species  of  woody  riparian  vegeta- 
tion   would    be    reintroduced    into    the    fenced 
riparian  zones. 
As  shown  in  table  8-21,  these  projects  would  disturb 
approximately  30,072  acres  during  implementation 
and  approximately  25  acres  by  2006. 

Analysis 

Soils 

As  stated  in  the  water  resources  section,  this  al- 
ternative would  have  similar  hydrologic  impacts 
as  the  proposed  action  except  for  allotments  4506 
Oak  Mesa  (Subunit  G),  5022  Rabbit  Gulch,  and 
5569  Hairpin. 

The  proposed  action  stated  that  under  normal 
storm  events,  there  would  be  no  changes  in  ru- 
noff and  sediment  yield  on  allotments  with 
proposed  AMPs,  but  that  with  the  larger  storm 
(50-year/24-hour),  there  would  be  a  decrease  in 
runoff  and  sediment  yield,  as  compared  with  the 
current  situation.  The  magnitude  of  the  decrease 
in  sediment  yield,  could  not  be  determined.  The 
decrease  in  soil  loss  would  have  an  effect  upon 
the  soil,  but  no  data  were  available  to  predict  the 
kinds  of  changes  or  their  magnitude.  Under  this 
alternative,  476,165  acres  would  be  affected  in 
comparison  with  479,265  acres  under  the 
proposed  action. 

Allotment  5022  (1,250  acres)  is  expected  to 
have  increases  in  runoff  with  an  unquantifiable  in- 
crease in  sediment.  With  an  increase  in  soil  loss, 
the  soil  would  be  affected,  but  there  are  no  data 
available  to  predict  the  magnitude  and  kind  of 
changes  which  would  take  place. 

Allotments  4506  (1,350  acres)  and  5569  (500 
acres)  are  expected  to  have  decreases  in  runoff 
and  sediment  yield.  The  reduction  in  soil  loss 
would  affect  the  soil,  but  no  information  was 
found  to  assist  in  making  predictions. 

The  erosion  condition  classes  are  not  expected 
to  change  from  that  of  the  proposed  action  (refer 
to  table  3-4  in  chapter  3).  Under  the  present  con- 
dition, 6  percent  of  the  allotment  acreage  is  in  the 
stable  erosion  condition  class;  45  percent  is  in  the 
slight  class;  43  percent  is  in  the  moderate  class; 
5  percent  is  in  the  critical  class;  and  1  percent  is 
in  the  severe  class.  By  2006,  27  percent  of  the 
acres  under  this  alternative,  as  under  proposed 
action,  would  be  in  the  stable  erosion  condition 
class;  64  percent  would  be  in  the  slight  class;  8 
percent  would  be  in  the  moderate  class;  and  1 
percent   would   be   in   the   critical   class.   The   net 


result  would  be  a  21  percent  increase  in  acres  oc- 
curring in  the  stable  erosion  condition  class;  a  39 
percent  increase  in  acres  in  the  slight  class;  a  35 
percent  decrease  in  acres  in  the  moderate  class;  a 
4  percent  decrease  in  acres  in  the  critical  class; 
and  1  percent  in  the  severe  class. 

Water  Resources 

With  the  exception  of  allotment  5022  Rabbit 
Gulch,  there  is  no  change  predicted  in  vegetative 
cover  for  this  alternative  (as  outlined  in  the 
vegetation  section),  and  there  are  only  two  allot- 
ments (4506  Oak  Mesa:  Subunit  G  and  5569  Hair- 
pin) that  would  have  spring-summer  grazing  which 
did  not  have  it  previously.  For  all  but  these  three 
allotments,  the  hydrologic  impacts  (infiltration 
rates,  runoff,  and  sediment  yield)  as  determined 
by  the  Gifford,  Hawkins,  and  Williams  method 
(1975)  would  be  the  same  as  those  described  for 
the  proposed  action.  Allotment  5022  is  expected 
to  have  an  increase  in  runoff  along  with  an 
unquantifiable  increase  in  sediment  yield.  Allot- 
ments 4506G  and  5569  are  expected  to  have 
decreases  in  runoff  and  sediment  yield  similar  to 
other  allotments  with  spring-summer  grazing 
described  in  the  impacts  of  the  proposed  action. 

Hydrologic  impacts  of  the  range  improvements 
in  this  alternative  would  be  similar  to  those 
described  in  the  proposed  action.  The  additional 
fencing  would  have  insignificant  hydrologic 
impacts.  Table  8-22  shows  the  short-term  impacts 
on  sediment  yield  from  the  proposed  range  im- 
provements and  land  treatments  under  this  alter- 
native. 

Vegetation 

Refer  to  table  8-23  for  short-term  impacts  on 
vegetation  by  allotment  under  this  alternative.  For 
a  discussion  of  individual  short-term  impacts  and 
their  cumulative  long-term  impacts,  refer  to 
chapter  3  vegetation  section. 

Long-term  impacts  on  vegetation  in  all  allot- 
ments except  5022  Rabbit  Gulch  would  be  the 
same  as  those  listed  in  tables  3-8  and  3-9.  Refer 
to  table  8-24  for  predicted  long-term  vegetative 
production,  density,  and  key  species  composition 
on  5022  Rabbit  Gulch  allotment,  which  would  be 
changed  from  deferred  grazing  under  custodial 
management  to  essentially  season-long  grazing 
under  custodial  management.  Range  condition  on 
this  allotment  would  be  expected  to  remain  the 
same  as  listed  in  table  2-10.  Predicted  long-term 
production  for  the  ES  area  under  this  alternative 
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would  be  63,945  AUMs  available  for  wildlife  and 
livestock  use.  Range  condition  for  the  ES  area 
would  be  222,555  acres  in  good,  286,335  acres  in 
fair,  and  16,885  acres  in  poor  condition.  These 
condition  figures  represent  an  increase  of  197  per- 
cent from  acres  presently  in  good  range  condition, 
an  increase  of  33  percent  from  acres  presently  in 
fair  range  condition,  and  a  decrease  of  93  percent 
from  acres  presently  in  poor  range  condition. 

Construction  of  range  improvements  for  this  al- 
ternative would  temporarily  remove  approximate- 
ly 30,072  acres  from  production  and  permanently 
remove  about  25  acres.  Road  maintenance  for 
water  hauling  is  expected  to  have  no  additional 
impacts  on  vegetation  since  the  work  would  be 
done  on  existing  roads.  All  other  short-  and  long- 
term  impacts  on  vegetation  from  range  improve- 
ments would  be  the  same  as  described  in  chapter 
3. 

Endangered  Plants 

The  impacts  to  endangered  plants  under  Alter- 
native D  would  be  the  same  as  for  the  proposed 
action.  They  could  be  mitigated  as  outlined  in 
chapter  4. 

Wildlife:  Terrestrial 

Within  the  first  ten  years  after  implementation, 
mule  deer  populations  could  be  expected  to  in- 
crease 20  to  35  percent  over  the  present  popula- 
tion, elk  populations  by  15  to  20  percent,  and  an- 
telope populations  by  40  to  50  percent.  These  pre- 
dictions take  into  account  the  present  number,  ap- 
parent rate  of  increase,  range  condition,  and  those 
animals  that  could  be  supported  as  a  result  of  the 
reduction  in  livestock  grazing  in  crucial  areas. 
Deer  and  elk  use  would  increase  as  the  livestock 
stocking  rate  is  reduced  (U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  no  date).  Vegetation  is  not  expected 
to  increase  above  the  proposed  action  (see  vegeta- 
tion section). 

Over  the  long  term  (by  2006),  assuming  that 
DOW  does  not  expand  hunting  seasons  or  bag 
limits,  the  populations  could  level  off  or  increase 
above  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  range,  and  then 
the  population  could  decline.  (See  Errington  1956 
and  Dasmann  1964  for  a  more  complete  discus- 
sion of  population  growth.)  In  the  ES  area,  the 
additional  animals  contributed  by  this  alternative 
could  cause  the  expansion  of  the  populations 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  habitat.  The  northern  end 
of  the  Uncompahgre  Plateau  would  be  one  excep- 
tion to  this,  due  to  the  small  population  there  at 


present.  This  expansion  could  then  cause  habitat 
destruction  and  animal  die-offs. 

Close  monitoring  of  vegetation,  livestock,  and 
wildlife  responses  to  this  type  of  management 
would  have  to  be  done  to  ensure  that  the  habitat 
is  not  overutilized  and  that  stocking  rates  are 
adequate.  Initial  livestock  stocking  rates  would  be 
adjusted  if  studies  indicate  that  such  adjustments 
should  be  made.  These  studies  would  be  the  cur- 
rent browse  transects,  pellet  group  counts,  and 
utilization  transects  such  as  those  in  the  proposed 
action.  In  addition,  studies  of  reproduction  rates 
of  wildlife  would  be  initiated  since  this  is  much 
more  sensitive  to  habitat  changes  and  population 
density  than  browse  transects  or  pellet  group 
counts  (Gross  1969).  In  this  way,  monitoring  of 
vegetation  and  wildlife  response  could  be  mea- 
sured and  adjustments  made  as  deemed  necessa- 
ry. The  adjustments  would  be  made  in  livestock 
stocking  rates  because  of  the  ease  in  control  as 
compared  with  a  wild  population. 

If  the  populations  of  wildlife  are  as  close  to  the 
maximum  production  level  as  thought  and  the 
population  is  increased  and  then  declines,  the  net 
population  change  for  this  alternative  over  the 
long  term  could  be  as  much  as  1  to  2  percent  over 
or  as  low  as  -2  percent  below  the  present  situa- 
tion. With  proper  control  exerted  on  the  wildlife 
species,  the  populations  could  be  held  within  the 
carrying  capacity  of  the  habitat.  Population  in- 
creases would  then  be  similar  to  those  under  the 
proposed  action,  since  the  proposed  action  in- 
cluded the  assumption  that  the  proposed  percent- 
age increase  in  wildlife  populations  would  contain 
the  population  within  the  carrying  capacity. 

Impacts,  mitigation,  and  unmitigated  impacts  of 
range  improvements  would  be  the  same  as  the 
proposed  action. 

Wildlife:  Aquatic  and  Riparian 

With  the  proposed  24.5  miles  of  fencing,  ripari- 
an and  aquatic  communities  on  these  stream  sec- 
tions would  attain  improved  conditions.  Riparian 
species  which  would  reestablish  are  willow 
(Salix),  cottonwood  (Populus),  wildrose  (Rosa), 
and  elderberry  (Sambucus).  This  proposal  would 
result  in  an  increase  of  20.1  miles  of  riparian 
habitat  in  excellent  condition  for  a  total  of  32.5 
miles,  a  decrease  of  2.5  miles  of  riparian  habitat 
in  good  condition  to  a  total  of  42.9  miles,  an  in- 
crease of  13.4  miles  in  fair  condition  to  give  74.2 
miles  total,  and  corresponding  decreases  of  28.9 
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and  2.1  miles  of  riparian  habitats  in  poor  and 
nonexistent  condition  to  give  totals  of  1.8  and  11.4 
miles.  Aquatic  species  characteristic  of  the  area 
would  increase  in  Monitor  Creek,  Roubideau 
Creek,  and  West  Fork  of  Dry  Creek.  Other 
streams  would  respond  exactly  as  described  in 
chapter  3  for  the  proposed  action. 

Agriculture:  Livestock  Grazing 

Under  this  alternative,  a  total  short-term  reduc- 
tion of  8,634  AUMs  from  the  present  active 
licensed  use  for  the  ES  area  would  be  imposed. 
The  long-term  (2006)  loss  of  active  licensed  use 
would  be  7,123  AUMs.  For  a  listing  of  allotment 
specific  amounts  of  use,  resultant  reductions,  and 
seasons  of  use,  see  table  8-25.  These  effects 
would  cause  especially  severe  impacts  on  opera- 
tors of  these  allotments  for  at  least  the  first  few 
years  and  would  probably  have  impacts  on  other 
non-BLM  portions  of  the  livestock  industry  in  the 
ES  area.  These  impacts  are  as  follows. 

First,  two  allotment  (4016  Wells  Gulch  and  4017 
Alkali  Flats)  would  receive  changes  in  class  of 
livestock  from  sheep  to  cattle  which  could,  in  ef- 
fect, cause  replacement  of  present  operators  of 
these  allotment  with  two  new  ones. 

Second,  as  shown  in  the  table,  37  allotments 
would  receive  changes  in  season  of  use  along  with 
the  reduction  in  AUM  use.  These  changes  in 
season  of  use  are  from  fall,  winter,  or  early 
spring  to  later  spring  and  summer.  Thirty-one  of 
these  allotments'  operators  use  national  forest 
lands  (NFL)  during  the  summer,  which  could 
mean  another  change  in  operators  to  those 
without  Forest  Service  permits  or  changes  in  in- 
dividual operations  using  other  livestock  than 
those  which  graze  NFL  each  year.  Those  opera- 
tors who  continue  to  use  BLM  permits  could  have 
decreased  hay  crop  production  by  as  much  as  1.5 
tons  per  acre. 

Third,  with  the  alternative,  ten  allotments 
would  have  a  shorter  season  of  use  than  at 
present  (reductions  range  from  two  weeks  to 
three  months).  Impacts  of  this  sort  on  livestock 
operators  are  discussed  in  chapter  3. 

Fourth,  32  allotments  included  in  this  alterna- 
tive do  not  have  adequate  livestock  water  for  the 
alternative  season  of  grazing.  Water  would  have 
to  be  provided  for  livestock  by  the  operators 
from  domestic  water  or  other  supplies,  rather 
than  from  on-site  sources  as  presently  available. 
Hauling    livestock    water    for    these    allotments 


would  require  additional  labor  and  equipment  ex- 
pense to  provide  approximately  2.5  million  gallons 
annually  for  the  ES  area.  Since  ES  area  livestock 
operations  are  family,  low-margin  operations, 
there  could  be  a  devastating  impact  on  these 
operations  from  this  effect. 

Over  the  long  term  (by  2006),  the  alternative 
livestock  use  would  remain  the  same  as  proposed 
on  the  56  allotments  receiving  reductions. 

Recreation 

With  this  alternative,  wildlife  populations  would 
be  expected  to  increase  initially,  then  decrease 
proportionately  as  they  outstrip  their  food  source 
(see  Wildlife).  Similarly,  hunter  days  and  hunter 
success  ratios  can  be  expected  to  increase  ini- 
tially. However,  success  ratios  would  decrease  at 
a  greater  rate  than  hunter  days  when  wildlife 
populations  begin  to  decline  after  their  initial 
surge.  Specific  numbers  and  percent  changes  have 
not  been  calculated  here  in  anticipation  of  DOW 
concurrent  management  control  measures. 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

Population 

ES  area  population  trends  are  not  expected  to 
be  altered  by  this  alternative. 

Income 

Active  licensed  use  would  be  reduced  im- 
mediately to  26,735  AUMs,  which  would  be  a 
reduction  of  8,634  AUMs  from  the  1975  level. 
This  would  reduce  direct  range  livestock-related 
income  (1970  dollars)  by  $25,038.60  (8,634  X  $2.90 
=  $25,038.60)  and  total  direct  and  indirect  range 
livestock-related  income  by  $37,232.40  ($25,038.60 
X  1.487  =  $37,232.40).  This  short-term  reduction 
in  total  direct  and  indirect  livestock-related  in- 
come would  be  0.571  percent  of  the  1974  level 
and  0.024  percent  of  1974  total  personal  income 
for  the  ES  area. 

Over  the  long  term,  active  licensed  use  would 
increase  from  the  immediately  reduced  level  until 
by  2006  it  would  be  28,246  AUMs,  which  would 
be  a  7,123  AUM  reduction  from  the  1975  level. 
Thus,  the  long-term  reduction  in  direct  range 
livestock-related  income  would  be  $20,656.70 
(7,123  X  $2.90  =  $20,656.70)  and  total  direct  and 
indirect  range  livestock-related  income  would  be 
reduced  by  $30,716.51  ($20,656.70  X  1.487  = 
$30,716.51).  This  reduction  would  amount  to  0.471 
percent  of  1974  total  direct  and  indirect  range 
livestock-related  income  and  0.020  percent  of  1974 
total  personal  income  for  the  ES  area. 


8-87 


LO 

Z3 


VD 
O 

o 


>- 

CQ 


IS  Ll> 


2! 


:o 

to  •-• 

a 

i^   LU 

O  (X 

O  Q- 

F 

oo  O 
UJ  Z 

LO  ><£ 

CM  i-l 

I    —1      « 

co      o 

Q   Ul 

LU  LU  LO 
-J  O  O 
CO  ID  O- 
«t  OO 
I—  LU  Oi 

q:  o. 


q  z 

LU 
LU  l/l 
>•  LU 

I— O. 

< 
Z  Lt- 

et:  o 


JO 

<E  I/) 

•— t 

«t 

D. 

z: 
o 
o 


ai 

> 

•*»^ 

T3 

•t- 

C  J3 

<D  +j 

o 

V) 

<0 

01 

ai 

O 

c 

a 

to 

a.  t. 

oi  => 

o 

a>  t/> 

s_ 

■m 

t- 

a. 

5 

o 

a> 
to 

=> 

+-> 

4- 

c 

O 

a> 

to 

c 

01 

o 

«- 

to 

a. 

0) 

to 

0) 

, , 

^ 

TD 

>  <JD 

u 

01 

■i— 

o 

+->+->  O 

-— N 

(J 

CO  CnJ 

to 

•t— 

C 

z: 

"O 

i- 

=3 

0> 

o> 

<u  «t 

i- 

■•-> 

CI 

Q. 

^— 

=D 

«t 

e 

o 

01 

J- 

> 

01 

<+- 

*r~ 

to 

4-> 

=o 

Ol 

O 

o  <:  -o 

to 

e 

o>z: 

a>  •«-> 

tO  Z3 

S- 

c 

c  <t 

01 

a> 

01 

•+- 

LO 

o 

<+- 

a> 

•T- 

•t— 

L. 

_1 

a  o. 

""S, 

JD 

ai 

"O 

> 

- — * 

0) 

•f— 

to 

to 

+-> 

z: 

o 

co 

01  =} 

a.  c 

to  <C 

o 

4-  =3 

». — 

t. 

<D 

a. 

+■> 

5 

CO 

-o 

c 

ai 

O 

■»■> 

VO 

to 

o  ■•->  o  z: 

0  0=) 

-o 

3  CM  «£ 

a>  -o 

s- 

O 

o. 

a. 
01 

> 

a> 

to 

-*-> 

:d 

o 

■ — . 

«tx> 

to 

<u  z: 

+-> 

to  ri 

c 

c  «t 

01 

01 

CO 

o 

01 

t— 

J- 

_i 

CL 

c 

^ 

+-> 

o 

<o 

C 

•r— 

at  +-> 

.. — « 

to 

o 

to 

01 

13 

z: 

j-  -o  : 

a. 

o  «C 

i- 

D- 

E 

■M 

•o 

C 

z: 

O) 

5 

CO 

o 

J_ 

r— 

a> 

J3 

<£ 

E 

Z 

CO  iH  CO 

oo  o 

CO 

o 

00 

o 

CO  CO  tf>  O  CO 

ooo  —  o 

t-H  O*  l-H 

ooo 

LO  i-(  IO 

ooo 

in 

CM 

o 

l-H 

o 

LO 

o 

rototoiou) 

O  rH  i-H  iH  i-l 
^">»  ^*.  >«»  ^» 

LO  LO  IT)  O  LO 
O  O  O  «-IO 

t-l  HH00ON 

ro         CO  CO  CM  CO  o 


CO         OlON^lfl 
O         .-IO  O  O  O 


I       I      I       I       I 


t-l    HH(OWH 
CM    NOHHH 


LO  ^-  O  t-l  CM 
O  O  t-l  r-l  t-l 


LO  LO  t-l  VO  VO 
t-l  t—l  O  t-4  t-l 


CO  O  CM  LO  O 
O  t—l  t-l  O  t—l 


t-i   r»»  t— i  LO  t-i  t-i  t-i 

CO    O  CO  t-l  CM  CO  CO 


co 
o 


t-l  LO  to  to  O  LO 
O  t-l  CM  t-l  t-l  t-l 


LO 

o 


i-l  00  LO  O  LO  LO 
O  O  O  i-IO  o 


OOt-lt-lt-li-Hi-li-ILOOi-li-l  HIAHOHHOOOCOOO  OLOLO 

COCOCOCOCOCOCOCOi-ICMCOCM  COt-ICOCOCOCOCMCOCMCOCM  COrtH 

~«»--«»*^-^^^*V.^^"^^ ^^"^"^  •>*.'>.-^^^^^ ^«.~>»^^«~«»  •"■^^.'••v 

LOi-ILOOCMLOCMLOCMLOLOO  SHIOHOIAN^NOU)  *  IO  H 

OOOi— ii-HOi— lOi— lOOi— I  Ot-iOi-ii-iOOOOi— IO  OOi-l 

I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I    I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  III 

to  en  t-i  to  i-i  co  t-i  t-i  to  to  to  to  lo  to  t-i  to  t-i  t-i  to  lo  •-•  lo  in  t-i  to  to 

t-HOt— It— IOOOOi-hOi-IO  HHCMi- ICMOt— It-IOt-li-H  Ot—lt—l 

O  i-l  LO  O  CM  LO  t-H  LO  o  in  LO  O  LO  OLO  O  LO  «d"  O  i-l  CO  O  CO  CM  LO  o 

t-lOOt-Hi— lOfHOi-iOOi-«  Oi-IO»-IOOi-Ii— IOi-HO  t— I  O  t—l 


inWISHU)HO»rt 
t— It-IOCOi-ICMOCO 


tOi-HCMLOtOOlOCO 
Oi-lOOOrHOO 


•-iini-iincntooin 

Ol-IOi-Hl-lt— IHH 


inoi-iLoiooinio 

Ot-iOOOt-lOO 


CO  o  00  CO 

CO  O  t-l         t-« 
00  CO  LO 


o\      i-i  cm  in       r» 

CO         «3-  CM  CO  to 

cm       in  oo  to 


to 
in 
co 


t-l  o 
to  i-l 


to  **■         i-l        CO  o» 

m  »*       o      too 
to  ^-        t-H        t-l  cm 


o 
co 

CO 


o  to        CO  O  LO 
CM  i-l  HION 


in  o  in 

in 

oo        i 

to 

CO 

CO 

r>»        CO  CM  CM  **■ 

en       o  lo  to  to 

CM          t-l  CO     I  i-H 

III  I 


o 

LOO 

«=r  ■-» 

r* 

or^. 

en 
i 

CM 
1 

CM  O 

r^  cm 
1     • 

+ 

CM 

i 

r-t  OO 

to 


OOltJ- 

cm  r^ 
i     i 


> 


en 

> 


en 

> 

CO 


oo  o  co      oo 

^"  O  t-H  t-H 

«d-  CO  LO 


en      i-<(misi-n 

CO         «d"  CM  CM  i-  to 
CM  LO  CO  IO  LO 

c 


to  ^-     •  r-^    •  oo  en    • 
lo«i-  (.  r%  s-loo  t- 

tO  «*    >,  >>CM  CM    >, 

i-l  t-l  ^"  »4-  t-H         CM 


O 

oo 


o  to 

CM  i-l 


co  en  in 


Oin  o 

LO 

uirs* 

CO 

CM  CO 

LO 

o 

in  o  in 

o 

in 

O  LO 

in  o 

in 

oo 

I-l 

oo  oo  to 

CM 

in 

in  co 

«*  CO 

CO 

co  *a- 

CM 

en  to 

CM 

r^ 

t—i 

t-l  t-H 

t—i 

^-  CO 

oin       in  o  o 
^-  t—i       in  in  to 

to  t-l  CM 


co  <■ 


CO  O  CO 

CO 

CO  CO  i-H 

oo 

CO  CO 

00 

to 

"*-*!■  en 

t—i 

to 

r^  o 

O  t-H 

CO 

**•  i-^  oo 

CO 

^~ 

oo  t-i 

00  LO 

in 

LO  t-l 

00 

«* 

CO  to 

oo  to 
in  co 

CM  CM 


t-i  o  to  co  co  en 
«=r  cm  t-i  «*  en  «=r 
■«3-  «=r      cm 


o  in  o 

in 

o 

o  in  in 

o 

o 

rn  in 

O  O 

LO 

oo 

o 

o  in 

O  CO  TJ- 

00 

en 

i-l  CO  «3- 

o 

!>. 

t-H  CM 

00  to 

t-H 

CO  o 

o 

•a-  t-H 

LO  CO 

I— 1 

r^ 

00*3- 

o 

in 

r-H 

to  in 

»-H 

«*  CO 

t»» 

It       A 

in 

t—l 

t-H 

c 
o 

to 

t-H 

CM  CO 

l-H 

o 

c 

ai 

3 

o 

■•-> 

ro 

>> 

c 

■K 

Ol 

* 

c 

0 

« 

rO  -O 

to 

Ol 

c 

CO 

to 

l/l  i- 

-C 

-C  4-> 

J* 

ro  en 

o 

(_> 

*     ro 

c 

01 

01  -Q 

<_) 

u  <e 

o> 

to    L- 

it 

o 

jx: 

N    O 

af- 

* 

z; 

z:  3 

c 

r—  r— 

01 

01   o 

Ol 

o. 

Ol   01 

ai  to  xi 

re 

o 

01 

re 

3  LU 

u 

z:  oi 

0) 

to 

■<->    01 

3  LU 

rO 

l/l 

r— 

r0 

i-  ac 

J 

cc 

CD 

o 

(3 

S-  JC 

C    i. 

en 

o 

Ol 

t— 

to 

O 

o 

•r— 

a> 

O 

en 

ro  O 

c  t- 

z: 

f— 

01 

•!->    t- 

r— 

_J 

i-  <v 

to  t— 

+-> 

1-  >> 

3 

r— 

i-    0) 

1— 

B 

£ 

i-    Ol 

<0 

Ol  +J 

i—   ro 

c 

J-  H-> 

■o 

O 

re  -^ 

E   S 

r— 

>» 

5 

c  % 

c 

c 

.*  i- 

i—  -*: 

.f— 

*->    t- 

t-  o 

Ot- 

o  o 

ro 

i. 

ro 

in 

o  o 

re 

Ol 

O  JC 

0)  r— 

o 

0»-i- 

rO 

tO  1- 

a  —ill. 

o 

LO 

CM£-I 

o 

OQ 

■"3  3 

3  «£ 

a. 

o.  O 

3 

UZ 

t-l  CM  LO 

to 

r^ 

CO  O  t-H 

CM 

CO 

t<-  in 

to  r» 

t-H 

CM  Tl- 

in 

LO  r-t 

OOO 

o 

o 

o 

I— 1  l-H 

t-H 

l-H 

w-t  i— 1 

t-H  l-H 

CM 

CM  CM 

CM 

CM  O 

OOO 

o 

o 

ooo 

o 

O 

O  O 

O  O 

o 

O  O 

o 

O  LO 

«*■«=!■**• 

»*- 

^~ 

**-  *»-  <- 

**- 

Ta- 

«d- «* 

**-  1- 

TJ- 

«3-  t*- 

«=r 

tJ-tS- 

LO  lo  in 
en  cm  en 

T>  t-H  i-l 


oi  o 

_ii—  j«: 

3  o* 

OOO) 

■i->       t- 

>»o 

oi  oi 

Or—    X 

to  en  3 
t-  c  o 
t-  t-  t- 

3  4->  Ol 
(/>  to  _J 

(MfO* 
OOO 

in  lo  in 
«sr  **-  tj- 


c  -o 

0)  o 

Bel 

o 

i—  -o 

r—    Ol 

■e  •»-> 

o 

■O-T- 

c  -o 

re   Ol 

u 

to  a. 

Ol 

• 

• 

to 

01 

>> 

>>   • 

en 

•»-» 

r—  «* 

■o 

•f— 

<o 

fc. 

> 

c  X 

o 

•t— 

re  -r- 

«l- 

+-> 

■o 

o 

Ol  c 

<*- 

3 

o  a* 

o 

-o 

t-    Q. 

o 

3    Q. 

to 

J- 

O    CO 

■o 

a. 

to 

c 

01    O 

3 

c 

S-   -t-> 

o 
o. 

•»— 

4->    L- 

to 

t-    0) 

o 

01 

Ct- 

o 

to 

3    Ol 

oo 

re 

t- 

Ik 

•  ai 

rO 

l-H 

ai  s- 

ai    . 

>  o 

{-  to 

to 

t-   c 

«tt— 

t— 

4->  li- 

Ol 

re 

re 

at  > 

3 

c  -o 

O    0) 

crt-  ai 

fc-r— 

0) 

Ol  +-> 

3 

• 

•*->  o 

o  c 

"^3£ 

r—  li- 

UOID3 

re  "0 

01 1- 

o«t 

01 

o:  4->  o 

ai  i- 

un  gic  a 

C    3 

C  +J 

1-  "O 

-o 

>> 

l/l    O 

i-  £1 

CO    L- 

Ol 

ai 

oo  a. 

•      • 

■o  TJ 

•t-    Ol 

C    01 

ai  ■>-> 

•w   l/l 

3  r— 

i.   c 

3 

r— 

en  o> 

01 

-o  t- 

JZ   t- 

>  -* 

01  M- 

rO   t- 

i-   o 

to 

O.  3  h->   O 

c  o>    . 

E  O 

CO  ■•-> 

UJ    L.    C 

O 

C   to 

O   CO   X 

O    t- 

(-    01 

i-        o 

c  o 

01   > 

r—    to  JC 

=3«t- 

4-»  1- 

Ol    to 

r—  r— 

Ol    Ol 

•   Ol 

CO 

jQ  h-»    01 

+->  to 

■o 

+->    l/l 

C    CO 

01  c 

O  t-    3 

oi  ja  je  re 

h-1   E 

E 

•«-> 

£  o 

ai  re 

01 

Ol    Ol  4-> 

rji4-> «»-  •♦- 

i/i  a. 

CO    CO 

O   1- 

3           C 

c  -o 

Ol  o 

CO 

c  -o  <l-  JC  1- 

z:  T3 

O  i— 

O  H->  4-> 

c 

■O    CO 

■IJ  * 

C  <•-  -O 

c 

ro 

o  o  -o 

CO     >>■•->    »- 

l/l         ro 

_i  en 

c  o 

re   to 

o 

Ol  4- 

Ol  c  c 

«i-  t— 

ai  oi 

to   O  1- 

o  o 

•t— 

■o 

r—  r— 

01  -»->   (- 

3    O 

O.J3  JC   re   o 

CO  J= 

E  ro 

fuv 

0)  +-> 

t-    Ol 

•»— 

-a  <i-  T3 

3   E 

r—  ro 

C  t-    Ol 

oo 

1—  > 

CO  r—  t- 

L»- 

3    CO 

CO  i— 

C    O  •«- 

tO    3    CL 

o 

oi  z:  cr  ex 

c 

J-  cn=j       co 

■o  o 

u  a<  oi 

ai  i- 

4->   t- 

C    Ol 

t0    tO  t)_    o  <*-  1-    to 

re   to 

C0«l- 

O    IM    3 

-O    3 

re  c 

O 

to  ai 

J-  t-  o 

to  to 

V.  T3 

oi  en  c 

•r—  ^™ 

CO    3  J3 

-o 

Olt— 

E  oi  to 

c 

>»  o 

3  >  ai 

O    CO 

c 

B  i-  "O 

>>-^- 

■•->    3 

H-»    5- 

■i-? 

01    Or— 

O    O 

c  to 

JC    CO    O 

3  li_ 

Ol    L- 

•!->           C 

■o 

»    Ol 

01  t- 

O 

4-i  J3 

L0  JC 

J-       • 

E 

t-   ■!->    01 

Ol  to 

t.    3 

to 

B 

O    C 

01  •»->    C 

4->    CO  M- 

tO    CO    01 

C  r— 

c 

3  JC    O 

ai  o-x>  o 

■•->  •■- 

to 

ai  i- 

73          r— 

0)  +-> 

4->  ■•-> 

ai  to 

t-  c 

CO   o 

to    OJ  r— 

a.  <u 

E    3 

O   E   co 

E 

T-   -O 

O-  3    3 

Ol 

■I-)   o 

o  to  C 

.-   en  to  4- 

L    10    C 

ai  co 

O)  CL.  o_  <t  «c 

H->    c 

o   re 

Z   E 

t-  coTjqIoI* 

8-88 


c 
o 
<-> 


to 

o 

o 

..  CM 

o 

z  >- 

I— I  CO 

So 

O  UJ 

*d 

C_>  1-1 

o  o 

I-  UJ 
I/O  C£ 

UJ  O- 

10  > 

NmQ 
I    _l  Z 

co      «c 

a 
i.i  i.i    « 

_1  O  Q 
CO  =3  UJ 

<on 
l—  uj  o 

OX  Ol 

o 

Q 


I-  to 
<C  UJ 
z  cc: 


cc 

< 
a. 

s: 
o 
u 


01 

> 

x> 

•r— 

C  -Q 

ai 

•!-> 

O 

IA 

« 

10 

a> 

O 

c 

<0 

to 

O- 

t. 

<U  3 

O 

a>  co 

i- 

•*-» 

>+- 

Q. 

< 

o 

ai 
to 

=3 

4->  <4_ 

C 

O 

01 

to 

c 

01 

o 

s- 

to 

a. 

ai 
to 

a* 

-^ 

T3 

>  VO 

o 

w 

T- 

o 

•»->  ■»->  o 

- — ■■ 

o 

a*  cm 

to 

•i— 

c 

E 

■o 

s- 

=> 

CO 

01 

«< 

i- 

4-> 

«/> 

a. 

5 

=D 

E 

O 

01 

2. 

> 

0) 

4- 

•r- 

to 

+J 

=D 

ai 

O 

^^ 

U<T3 

to 

c 

ojz: 

0)  +-> 

U>  3 

j. 

c 

C<C 

at 

<u 

<jj 

(»- 

in 

u 

<*- 

01 

•»— 

■»— 

i- 

_i 

o  o_ 

01 

-Q 

•o 

> 

oj 

to 

4-> 

to 

o 

<o 

tiz 

CL 

E 

(0 

13 

o 

*-  = 

s- 

01 

Q. 

+J 

r— 

<T5 

-o 

c 

UJ 

o 

+J 

vo 

to 

uuor 

•■— 

O  O  =} 

■o 

3C\J< 

a>  -o 

«_ 

O 

a. 

a. 

OJ 

> 

ai 

to 

•»->  o 

u 

<X) 

to 

HZ 

■!-> 

to  =3 

c 

c«t 

ai 

ai 

*— * 

to 

o 

0) 

i — i 

CL 

c 

4-> 

o 

<o 

C 

0J 

+J 

. — s 

to 

u 

to 

0J 

3 

2: 

j-  -o 

CL 

o  <: 

j- 

a. 

E 

+-> 

<u 

c 

^ 

a> 

i 

oO 

o 

i. 

*— 

ai 

.o. 

<c 

E 

to 
o 

co 

o 

co  co  co 
o  o  o 

CO  CO  O  CO  CO 
O  O  <-H  oo 

1— I 

o 

f-H 

o 

to  o  to 

HCMH 

cn  vo  to  f-H  to 

i— 1  i— 1  «— 1  O  i-l 

to 

o 

LO 

o 

to  to  to 

O  O  O 

to  lo  en  to  to 
o  o  o  oo 

IVrtNHlOOO 

O  f-H  O  «-H  o  o 


lOViisominHOH 
OOfHCOr-ifHcococo 


tOi-Htocnr^ococnco 

Oi-HOOOf-HOOO 


i     i     i     i 


00 

o 


co 
o 


HHtCfHtON  HHlOlOUJH<f   UH 

O  O  i-H  f-H  rH  i— I         OOCMr-Hf-HOOf-Hf— • 


LO  o  vo  o  to  to 

O  i-H  O  <-H  O  O 


toi-HtocnLOtovoLoto 

Oi-HOOOOOOO 


toooLotoooLoocMOtoi-tcn 

HHHHHfOOOHCOrtCOHfOH 

vocMCMvocnocnLoooLooor^ 

OOOOOf-HOOf— li— lOi— if-HO 

I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I 

i— it— ii— tt— itotooi— itocn«-iLOi— ilo 

0«— IHOHHNOHHOr IOO 

LOi-<i-<LotoLOLOtootoLOcnto<-H 

OOOOOOOOi-HOOOOf-H 


co  r-»  o 

NOOtOtsrt 

CO 

CO 

vo  co 

CM  •<*  i-l 

to  i-H  CO  •<*■ 

vo 

CO 

I-l  I-l 

fv 

**          o 

LO 

tOCOOCMLOLOOOCMr^OLOLOLOOLOLOtOOOt-^ 
Oi-HCOr-HCMi-HCMCOr- l<— ICOi— li— li-»COi— li— li— I  CM  CM  O 

oOHrsHiovooNHioorsOwmvovovovovoo 

Oi-HOi-HOOr-HOi-HOOOfHOOOOOOOf-H 

I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I 

HniOHtOHVOVOOVOVOVOH^-IOHHHHrHIO 
OWHHHHOHNNHHOOHHNNHHO 
^^^^.^.^•^^.^--^•^^.^••^^ .^^-^-^.-^-^--^ 

LOOVOOLOVOOVOOLOVTiLOtOVOLOLOLOLOVOVOO 
Oi-hOi-iOOi-iOi-IOOOOOOOOOOOi-h 


CO  ^J-  CM  O  CM        r>.        t-l 

CO  LO  O  VO  i-l 


O         CO 
i-l         CO 

+        I 


VO 

vo  r>.  en 

fl  CM  ^-  VO  CO 

«* 

LO  ^J-  i-H 

VO  CM  »-l  «-l  CO 

*i- 

rH     1      1 

1 

1       1      1       1      1 

i 

CM 

+ 


O  O  vo  O  H        CO        r^ 

CO        .-t        %J-        »a- 

I  I  I  I 


CO  t^  o 

CM  ^"  t-t 


C7>  cn 
>  > 
•o        <a 

N00ONH      «0      'CO  VO  CO 

VO         CO<-t-^-t-CO  r-lf-l 

<*  o  >,<■  >> 


O  LO  o 

oo  lo  o  o 

o 

o 

LO  o 

o 

LO  Cn  CO 

i-«  r^       f~  co 

o 

**■ 

CM  CO 

I-l 

CO 

O                CO 

o 

CO  CO  CM  i-H  CM  P-» 

CO  LO  O  VO 

*!-  i-H 


o      ooooo      o      o 

CO  HHHVOVO  O  I-l 

CM         CO  ^f  CM 


<D 

«* 

oi  *t  a 

co  «*  r-»  co  o> 

*r 

co 

vo  vo 

VO 

CM 

C 

vo 

r^  Ot  CM 

VOOlrHlON 

00 

CO 

i-l  CM 

CM 

o 

CO 

to           o 

«* 

co  co  oo  i-i  co      o      co 

rtLOi-l  i-l  LO 

i-l         «*•  CM  i-l 


LO 

o  to  o 

O  LO  LO  o  o 

o 

o 

LO  O 

O 

O 

cn 

co  r^  cm 
O 

i-l  VO          f-»  CO 
CO                 VO 

*1- 

CM  CO 

•— 1 

CO 

OOOOO        LO         o 

HHMOO  CO  &t 

i-i       r^       co       i-i 


Jtf 

01 

ai 

«- 

01 

O 

>> 

a> 

-C        .c 

IO 

-O 

t- 

a.  <_i  i-  u 

£C 

s. 

o 

<_> 

n»f—  Oi— 

* 

J*. 

j^  ai 

at 

c 

U     3    S_     3  -* 

-C 

w 

<u  ai 

> 

m 

-^  >» 

+JO   i-  O   »- 

u 

w 

OJ  t. 

•»— 

10 

01  as  "O 

10         01         o 

r— 

u 

s-  o 

t- 

f- 

1/) 

at  '-3  c 

O  to  1—  c  u. 

3 

o 

O 

Ct 

w 

ai 

(-       <o 

cc  c       io 

C5 

cn 

a. 

z: 

O   i-i— 

a>  t-  b  -c 

+-> 

>>  «= 

j»; 

•»— 

OJ    S- 

+->  >  ai  a)  +-> 

^~ 

o 

-Ot- 

u 

c 

^4 

>i  o.  a> 

to  ai  q.  ai  i- 

<e 

r— 

T3    l- 

o 

3 

(0 

ioa> 

<a  +->  Q.  i-  o 

o 

•^ 

3    Q. 

■•-> 

■"3 

o 

•S  ZiO 

UI/13U.Z 

CJ 

a. 

SCO 

to 

LO 

VO 

NOIrH 

CM  CO  *3-  LO  VO 

r^ 

00 

cn  o 

t-H 

O 

o 

O  O  i-H 

■— 1  i— 1  i— 1  ■— 1  i— I 

■— i 

f-H 

i-l  CM 

CM 

LO 

LO 

LO  LO  LO 

LO  LO  LO  LO  LO 

LO 

LO 

LO  LO 

LO 

«4- 

«s- 

"if  «d-  «* 

«*■  «*■  *  *  * 

**• 

** 

«*■  ** 

"d- 

01 

jx       at       c  -* 

a>       i.jct-  vv 

w      o  oj  io  a> 

S-                    01  4->  S- 

O  -*    Vt)   t-   CZ  u 

0J  4->  <_J    3  OI 

«/)   0J  i-         O  o>        tu 

W          E    J-    Or—  Z  "O          T3 

C          IO  CJ   10   10  i-         t— 

i-         •!-          S_  +J    o  OJ          o 

c      r—  cx:  to  ja  c 

»         r-0J-|J>,E  -^           >» 

o      i-ajcs-3  to       w 

O       30«tOT>  o       cc 

cm       co  *s-  lo  vo  r-~  oo       cn 

CM    CM  CM  CM  CM  CM  CM    CM 

LO    LO  LO  LO  LO  LO  LO    LO 


•o 

■o 

10 


-o 
vv 


Q. 
ro 


03 

-a 

3 


(0 

3 

c 
c 

<: 
* 


8-89 


01 

T3    >  -~^ 

OJ'r  CH 

CO   +->  O 

o  <o  in  cu 

ac  id  w 

O    S-  HID 

S-    CU  1/0 

Q.  -l->  4- 

r—  O 


+-> 

cu^— 

c 

"O 

>  CO 

o 

<D 

•i-  O 

c_> 

+-> 

4->  O 

— -* 

o 

IO  CM 

CO 
O 
O 


r~4>— - 

(X  a 
is  LU 

I— 
^  o 

CJ  i—i 
O  Q 


00         <C 

■  ■  1 1 1 1    * 

_J  <_>  O. 

man] 

<Ql/l 
(—  LU  O 

d:  cl. 
o 
a: 

•  -  o_ 

a 

LU  h- 


<:  lu 

(X  o_ 


<c 
a, 

s: 
o 


o  aj 
t-  >  cu 

*-  •!-    w 

+->  :=> 
co  o       — - 

U<T3    l/l 

c  ai  2: 

a>  +->  i/i  rD 

s_  c  c  =c 

ai  a>  <u  — - 

4-    10    o 

<-  ai  •!- 

I-     S 1 

O  Q- 


0) 

O  "=T  LO  rH  00 

1/1 

CM  i-l  CM  co  CM 

=3 

CO  CO  CM  LO  CM 

4-» 

4- 

O   O   rH   O   O 

C 

O 

ai 

1     1     1     1     1 

i/i 

c 

<u 

o 

t— 1  LO  LO  i—l  I— 1 

s. 

in 

O  !-)  i-t  o  o 

E 
-l->    (O 

c  z: 
cu 

E  oo 
+-> 

o  s_ 
i—   cu 

I—  -O 

cC   E 


00  CO 
O  O 


CO  LO 
O  O 


LO  O  00  LO 
i—l  CO  CM  i—l 


LO  O  CM  O 
O  i—l  O  ■—• 


o  o  o  o 


«3-  O  CM  O 

OrlHH 


i— I  t— I  LOCOCTli— ILOOLOLOi— I  CO  i— I 

co  co  i— i  o  cm  co  ■— i  cm  i— <  i— i  co  oco 

r-00  CflkO  Ol  CO  to  lO  O  O  CO  •*  oo 

OO  OOOOOOi-lt-IO  oo 


i— I  LO  CMOLOi— IUUOHIO  ■— I  CO 

Oi— I  ■— I  CM  i— tOi— I  i—l  ■— I  O  ■— I  O  ■— I 

LOLO  COLOCT1COLOCOOIOLO  COLO 

OO  OOOOOO.-IOO  oo 


CM   01  LO  i— I 
O  i—l  i—l  CO 


CO  CO  o  00 
O  O  .-I  o 


^d-  o  co  lo 

i—l  CM  i—l  O 


i— t  LO   01  LO 

rtOOO 


.—I  i-H  i-H  I —   CM 
CO  CO  CO  CM  o 


co  oo  oo  lo  ai 
o  o  o  o  o 


O  LO  LO   i— I  CO 
CO  i— I  i— *  i-H  i— I 


LO  LO  LO  LO  00 

O  O  O  O  o 


inoNrsoionDtJicoonDOOcoo^Lnocjino 

Oi-HOOOOOOOOOi-li— IOi-IOOi-tOOi-< 


i— |Nr ILOi— fCMOLOl— ILOCOOi— ICMCOi— ICOl— I  LO  *  r- 1 
CMOOi— lOHWr- 1  O  <— li— (  i— I  O  i— <■— I  O  ■— IOi— I  i— it— I 


OHOIOON 

co  co  o  co  co  ■—( 


co  O  r^  co  CO  CO 
O  i-l  O  O  O  CD 


>*  CO 

CO  o 

CM 

oo  «a-  co  lo 

"3-  «* 

lo  r- 

<d- 

n  «*  ^-  *j- 

en  o 

i-~  00 

co 

iNHrnoi 

co  r-. 

CM  LO 

CO 

i— 1  LO  LO   i— 1 

r-l   + 

+       1 

l-l 

1     1     1   1— 1 

CO  i-H   •  ^"  CO 

O  S- 

•-I  >1 


LO  O 

i-l  00 


CM  •  *3"  O 
CO  S_  «d"  O 
i-l  >>    «* 


•  CO  ^-  CO  O   • 

s-  co  <d-  ^-  co  s- 

>>  CM  >-> 


4-»  7D 

O  00 

CJ         0-~. 

o 

<CTD    « 

1—1 

co  s: 

+->    CO  o 

c   c  < 

QJ    <U^> 

CO     CJ 

CO  ■!- 

s 1 

CO  i—l    «d"  o 


Lnino 

o  o 

O  LO 

LO 

o 

o 

O 

i_n 

o 

o 

CO 

T            CM 

i—l  t— 1 

O  t-H 

i—l 

LO 

r»» 

00 

r^ 

i-H 

o 

3 

"3- 

•-I  00 

co 

CM 

CM 

* 

i— I 

CU 

CO 

o 

+-> 

c 
o 

+j 

x> 

T3 

<o 

•-I  LO  CO 

LO  LO 

CO  O 

co 

t— 1 

LO 

LO 

LO 

ai 

Ol 

CO            t-1 

CO 

■—I  CO 

CM 

r-» 

o 

LO 

ai  ai 

c 

■—I 

CM  CO 

i— 1 
i-l 

r-l 

CO 

CO 

i- 
o 

4- 

-o 
ai 

•(->  o  <o 

LO  LO 

C    "I— 

O  i-H 

cu  +->--^ 

CM 

CO     O     CO 

(u  35: 

i-  -o  o 

D.    0< 

o  o 

.-I  «* 
CM 


O  LO  o 

O  LO 

O  LO 

*3"           CM 

i—l  CO 

O  CM 

CM 

i-H  r-» 

LO  O    o 

lo  o   ai 
r-.  cm   co 


O  LO  LO  O 

co  co  ^d-  CO 

i-l  i—l  CM 


i—   <o 

■ — 

ro  a: 

<a 

c 

c 

O    O- 

o 

o  a. 

O 

u  o 

u 

s:  a. 

s: 

O   i-H 

CM 

CO  CO 

CO 

LO  LO 

LO 

*3-  >* 

«a- 

10 

J^ 

<o        <o 

ai 

ai 

co       a> 

cu 

o_ 

CO     CD 

D_           O- 

+-> 

+->  s_ 

10 

•i— 

i/>  -^ 

<o  CJ 

CD    to    CO 

E 

CO  -X 

-       (0 

i—   CO  •— 

o 

ai 

D1  CD 

U.  "O 

TJST3 

■4->  * 

C    CO 

u 

c  a. 

o 

-o        X) 

+->  ^ 

o  c 

ra 

Z3 

•i-   o 

(O    CU    (O 

O    CO 

•i-    ro 

O     CO 

S-    3 

oo  c  co 

CO    CO 

+->  CJ 

3. 

>-  - 

3    C 

•r— 

s_ 

as 

OI 

O    O 

x:  x:  .c 

-^  CJ 

O   cn 

01 

+->  c 

CO   -l-> 

•4->    CO  +-> 

CO 

•r-  »r— 

E 

CO     3 

CO   +J 

S-    C    3 

ai  >, 

"D  i— 

o 

0)    O 

•I-    o 

O    3    O 

S-    S- 

CU     CU 

X 

3  >- 

s:  o 

s:  co  co 

o  o 

O  CO 

LD 

co  i — 

00  OI 

o  t-i  co 

oo  cn 

CM  CO 

CO 

co  co 

co  co 

«3-  *3-  •* 

«*  «*■ 

O  O 

m 

LO  LO 

LO  LO 

CO  LO   LO 

to  LO 

O  O 

^J- 

«d-  >* 

•*  ^3" 

«*  <d-  «d- 

«3-  >=r 

LO   LO 

+-> 

s_ 

+->     C  •<-  t— 

c    CO 

cu 

C    O    S-    3 

•i-    to 

CO 

•r-    >,  D.C3 

o  s- 

CU 

O    C  CO 

CL.    o 

Oi 

O-    10            >> 

DZ 

CJ    C  i— 

£Z 

■o 

J-            ON 

to  XJ 

r^ 

IO    C    to    M 

3  <a 

3 

•a  o  •■-  -r- 

s-  cu 

o 

m  i.  o  l 

DO   O 

CD 

CJ  i— i  O.  C3 

co  o 

i—l 

CM  CO  ^J-   LO 

o  .-I 

i— 1  i— 1  t— 1  i— 1 

o  o 

o 

o  O  O  O 

to  to 

LO 

LO  LO  tO  tO 

c 


8-90 


c 
o 
o 


10 

o 
o 

••  CM 

z:  >- 

►-h  CQ 

go 

IS   UJ 

<j  i-i 

O  £3 


CO       «=c 

Q 
UJ  UJ      - 
_J  O  Q 

'J13UJ 

<:  o  </i 

I—  LU  o 

D£  Q- 

o 

•  •  O- 
Q 


I—  00 
c£  UJ 

z:  cc 
cc  o. 


cc 

<: 


o 


+■>  <<- 
c  o 

0) 

tO    c 
0)  o 

S-    V) 

Q.    10 

CD 

00 


Ol- N. 

0>  t-  o 

+J  4->  O-^ 

ON    l/l 

■os-      3 

Ol     GJ    CD  c£ 
Ol.  r—  33 

<c 

E 
o 

s_  >  cu 
4-  i-  </i 

o»  o       .—« 

<J  «C  13    1/1 

c  o>  z: 

oi  4J  i/i  Z3 

i~  c  c  <c 

ai  ai  a> — - 

+-  in  o 

+-  <u  •>- 

■i-  J 1 

o  a. 


ai 


T3    > 

10    +->  (/) 

on  vz 

CLC  WD 

S_    01  w 
Q.  *-> 


10 

■o  c 

<l)  o- — «— ■« 

P-rlO    W 

o  -•->  o  s: 
r-  o  o  =d 

•D    3M< 

oi  -o — •^-' 
s-  o 

D_    4- 

a. 


ai 

>  oi 

i-  in 


oi  s: 

+J    I/)  O 
C    C  < 

oi  oi-— - 
in  u 

oi  i- 
s 1 


-l->   O   IO 

C  1- 

01  +->^ 
»  u  in 
ai  u  s: 
s-  -o  o 
q.  o  <: 

a. 


ai 

E 
+J   ro 

c=  z: 

at 

E  oc 

O    i- 

i—    0) 
■—  J3 


ooHHHoto^inooHioo 

COCOCOCOOOCOCMi-li-HCOCMCOi-ICO 


(oooococorHcvjiovocncnoooH 

Oi— <OOOi— lOOOOOOi— «i— * 


OOCO'HldD*OrH^1OVO»-< 

o  o  ■— «  o  o  o  ■— <o<— l  O  ■— I 


I     I     I 


I     I     I     I 


I 


I 


I     I 


I 


I 


kOOOOlOHlOHCO 
O  i— tOO»— ■  O  *-*  O 


ioioinoor~.ioin 

HHH(»)CMOHH 


Hi-IUHnHHMiniOHHHCOH  OHHIOUHOHRJHOH 

i— Ir-Hr-Hi— lOOOi-Hi-HOOOOO    Oli— <OOOOi-HOOOCMO 

m  o  in  in  in  in  ■— iinuicnioifltOH  o  ui  mo  m  m  in  r- iroinmr- 1 

Oi-HOOOOOOOOOOOi-lz:OOOOOOi-IOOOi--l 


OHHOoominin^inoonuiooui^caiooi 

MfOfOONOOHHOHHCMHHHHOCVJHH 

dOO<tS001HIOlOlDC\JU1010lOr-HDOniD 
Oi— It— lOOi— lOr-HOOOi— I  O  i-l  O  O  •— I  O  i-H  O  O 


I     I     I     I     I 


I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I 


r-t  OlOOHCMrtH  rtlO<OHi-tOHH(OU)lOHlDHOr-HOlOinHUl 

1-1  Oi-Hr-HOOOO  OHHOOHOOOOHOHONOOHHOtM 


CI  CM  O  in  CM  i-H  ««-  O  rtOrtlOOMIN<)-0010f001U)COm 

r-^       10  co  cm       hojio       i-i^i-oo  hhcmhh       roin       i-h 


CO 
CD 

t— 1 

i— 1 

r-i 

10 

CM 
O 

O 
1— I 

a> 

in  CM 

■* 

o 

co 

CM  CO 

to 

LO 

^|- 

CM 

f— 1 

in  O  O  O  10  O  O 

00  CM  r-<  I  CM 

«*  i-H      I  I 


Or^-i-IOlOi-linOOOOOLnCMOO 

r^    i  ill  oo  co 

I  +  + 


cm  in 

cr> 

<*■ 

i—i  i—i 

>u 

10 

CM     1 

1 

1 

cvioincjirxto  i-OHHinococvutooinnininoooi 

lO  00  CM  CM  «3"     >>•-<  i-HCO  i-l  i-H  CM  r-H  i-H  COin  i-H 

•—I  CM  i— I  i-H  •— I 


in  **■  s-  in  i-  o 
cr>  cm  >>cn  >>in 

^-  •— I  l-H 


in  in  in  in  in  in  o 
cm  io  in     co  co 


CDOCDincDinoinoinoinoincDin       o       oin       in       in 
comic  cMi-tiOi-tCM       ^-r^«d-^d-       «*■       *a-io       ^i-       in 

•— •  «a-  h  i— i  ^r       co 


o 

c 

<0 


o 

10 

00 

10 
1—1 

o 
in 


•a-oo       i-i  cm  io 


in  in  o  in  in  o  o 
cm  o  r-~  ns 

CO  10 


s- 
o 

Q. 
*  S~ 

C  IO  •■- 

•i-  10  et 

■a       si  o) 
■4->  oi  o  z:  c 

C    CTr—  O 

3TJ    3TJ    M 
O  •!-  C3    C  i— 

e:  b:       io  co 


ooopjinionrsstooinnofooooi 

iHCOO  i— (i— ICMi— <i— l  CM  i-H 


oooinoinoinoinoinininoo 
inoo»0  cMi-i«a-i-iCM       cor-.»^-co 

i—i  co  i—i 


o  CD 
«3-  in 
ai 


CD 

o 
co 


V) 


<D 


a) 
a> 

s- 


at 

DC 


•r-  *  0) 

i-  19  Ci-    4IT3 

O..C    W  O  f—    CD.— 

t-0    O    01  >>  <0  "O 


4->  4-> 

Ol    O)  *      C 

s-  i—  *  -*:  -i-  ^<: 
=>  i—  .c  oi  o  s- 
o)  a.  o 


oi  ojj'r  t_  ^D  en 

Ol    (O  U3    3    <0    O    3 
i-  ■—    <0    i-  •!->  T3    O 

UCQOCU-l/XO 

r~-  CD  cm  in  vo  r~.  oo 

i-H  CM  CM  CM  CM  CM  CM 
CD  CD  O  CD  CD  CD  O 

in  in  in  in  in  in  in 


„c>>-i-oi/>mcQi—  i- 

cn-r-    C3  IO         CCC3CIO  3<_>S 

csocsj«:oc  i-0.j«:c3        o^: 

f-  ■!->>>  O  OOl+Ji—  O  ID    i-4J 

tMCD)«T3>rCWr-O)l0Dl«l-T- 
Q.  O  i-  i-  t—    O)    C  -i-    IO    O  t-  i—  ••-    O)    O    E 

cocQD.cecoo:oo-ujucfla3cfls:2;w 
oioniorscocftOHm^inioscooi 

CMCOCOCOC0C0CO^-«*«4-«a-<d-«3-»3-ia-^- 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

ininininininLnLninininininininin 


o 

> 
s- 
<u 

V) 
O) 
DC 


0) 


3  0- 

lO  H- 

>,  C  U  10 

"O    O)  +J  C 

C    Ol  IO  lO 

10    S_  O  i- 

O0  C2  CC  I— 


CM  CO  «* 

CD  CD  O 

in  in  in 

in  in  in 


in 


XI 


u 

IO 

o 

10 

• 

ro 

c 

S- 

5 

o 

c 

sz 

o 

in 

4-> 

cu 

O 

in 

3 

3 

-o 

o 

O 

s- 

+-> 

Q- 

c 

O 

o 

a 

+J 

m 

•1— 

a> 

-a 

s- 

-o 

o 

IO  M- 

CD 

c 

s_ 

•r- 

<v 

J^ 

S- 

-u 

o 

H- 

.  m 

<D 

■a 

cn 

cu 

ro 

'1 — 

OJ 

1 — 

s_ 

a. 

o 

a.  io 

IO 

1) 

ai 

r— 

w 

JD 

3 

<o 

C 

<D 

O 

rsi 

c 

(O 

5- 

I/) 

01 

cu 

-a 

o 

01  +-> 

10  c 

c  ai 

Oi  E 

O  4-> 

•r-  O 


i—    IO 
IO 


<CI- 


8-91 


c 
o 
o 


co 
o 
o 


z  >- 
«-.  CO 


c2  o 

O  uj 

o  o 

1—  LU 

CO  O- 

uj  c_ 

MmQ 

I   _l  z 

CO  «t 

a 

<   i   I     I.I  A 

_1  o  o 
0Q3UJ 

<om 
1—  uj  O 

c_  a. 
O 

ee 

•  •  a. 

a 


>•  z 

»— i  UJ 

H-  CO 

<C  UJ 

z  a: 
c_  a. 


_i  o 


<C 
c_ 

O 


CU 

> 

*»^ 

■o 

*r~ 

C  J3 

a*  +-> 

o 

M 

•a 

CO 

cu 

O 

c 

<a 

CO 

a.  _- 

CU  _D 

o 

a>  </> 

s- 

4-> 

c>- 

Q. 

5 

o 
cu 

CO 

=> 

+-  «*- 

c 

o 

01 

CO 

c 

CU 

o 

J- 

CO 

a. 

<0 

cu 

CO 

01 

^ 

■o 

> 

CO 

o 

ai 

•T— 

o 

•*->  4->  O 

U 

lO  CM 

CO 

T— 

£ 

__ 

-o 

4- 

=■ 

<u 

01 

cu  «=c 

s- 

+- 

CO 

CL 

5 

_3 

E 

o 

0) 

s- 

> 

cu 

4- 

•r- 

CO 

+J 

_0 

ai 

<J 

o«c  -a 

CO 

c 

a>  z_ 

ai  +j 

CO  13 

j. 

e 

Cd 

<u 

cu 

CU 

>4- 

CO 

u 

4- 

0) 

-» — 

■— - 

i 1 

O  Q- 

CU 

J-l 

-D 

> 

O) 

CO 

■4-> 

CO 

O 

(0 

cu  z; 

a.  c 

CO  =5 

o 

V-  _3<C 

_- 

CO 

O- 

■!-> 

5 

<o 

-o 

e 

01 

o 

4-> 

CD 

CO 

CJ  -l->  O  _£ 

■r- 

CJ  O  _D 

■o 

3  C\i  <C 

cu  -o 

(. 

O 

Cc. 

L. 

a. 
cu 

> 

CO 

CO 

+- 

__■ 

(J 

<CT3 

CO 

CU  S_ 

+-> 

CO  __. 

B 

c  «£ 

cu 

CU 

CO 

o 

cu 

•— - 

c- 

_l 

a. 

c 

+j 

o 

<T3 

c 

•r— 

CU  +J 

* — . 

M 

CJ 

CO 

cu 

3 

_c 

J-  "O  =3 

a. 

o  <c 

i- 

Q. 

cu 

£ 

4-> 

lO 

t_ 

z 

cu 

i 

-O 

o 

c- 

cu 

f~ 

J_l 

<: 

E 
_= 

muioiAOcnioiOHisinHH^CMiMnHH 
HHnHnoONfONHtonoHrtHnp) 

«HinHIOHNNCOOOCOCOOU)HCMCOOO 
0»-«Oi-HO»-<OOOr- l»-lOOi-«0»-tOOO 


c\j  ^a-  •-•  f-«  o> 

O  i-l  CO  CO  «-( 


rH  i-H  OOUIOSO^NH 

c*>      ro       nnHnHdOHo 


i    i    i    i 


i    i    i    i    i    i    i 


CO  lOIOIOOOOIHOlOlflHIOHHinriOHHtO 

«— I  HHHOfJrtNHHOHOnHONOOH 

LO  LOOLOr-ILOOCMCMLOCOLOCOLOCnLOOi-ILOLO 

O  O  •— I  O  •— IOi-Ii-<i-IOC_JOOOOOi— tooo 


SHIONO  CO 

O  f-t  o  •— •  •— <       o 


CftrHtHCOfHi-tVOHrH 

o«-<ooo»-<o»-«o 


HIOHHO  CO  O  CO  CO  I— IHl- IHHHi- 1 

O  i-H  O  O  CM  t-t  r-l  i-i  t-<  o  o  o  o  o  o  o 

COO>«*i-IO>  LO  LO  COOc\ICOt-ii-»LOi-HC\J 

O  O  O  i— I  O  O  O  O  i-l  •— t  O  O  i-H  O  i-H  *-< 


csaiuiuiiomocntoioiosLOHiniomm  NOOcoNtOHOcoioi-tHuiinotoocoo^'CD 

NOHHN(M(»)OOCMHNH(OHOHH  OmMCMOrHntOCVlCMrHMOrtr-tCOrHrOHrOrOCU 

■-ICOCOi-ILOi-ILOrHCMCMCMOOOOLOCMLO  lO(00<\IISOmNU)CSItOONCn(OHHtCHHU)N 

i-HOOi— IOOO»-IOOOi-Ii-<i-<i-»000  O  O  i-H  •— <Oi— lOi-fOOOrHOOOi— I  O  O  O  »-H  O  O 


I     I     I     I     I     I 


I     I     I     I     I     ■     I 


I     I     I     I     I 


HMD(OHOOIH010HHIOHHIOHH  CM«OHCOHCMCOHHHIOU)HOH«OOH|-IHHCO 

HOHriOHNHNHriOHOnHOO  Oi-<OOi-»i-Ii-IOOOi-Ii--IOCMOi-iCOOOOOCM 

•-HCMLOOCOf-lLOOCSICMCMCOLOCOlO^CSirO  <tU)ONU)01MH(OCM100U>COinOrtlOHH(n(\( 

»-««-iOt-<0'-<Of-««-«"-<«— I  O  OO  O  O  t-t  O  00>— <«-<000«-<0»-«0»-<000«-<t-HOOt-HO>— < 


CM  LO  ^~ 

en       cm       « 

O  •-! 


•-•       otscortsoincON 

CM  CB<-0-HfHCflNNCO 

cm  ^r  cm  en       f-i  co 


oo  »a- 
r-»  lo 

CM  CO 


P^  LO 

CO 


lo       LOLOcovor>.cr>r-x 

CTt         iHrHIO         LO  at 

CM  f^ 


CO 

CM 

CM 

«*■ 

CO 
1 

1 

CM 
O) 

o 


> 

CO      •  ^~ 

CO    L.* 

>> 


f-l  CO 


o 

LO 

O 

a> 

CM 

LO 

oo 

CM 

o       t-tco^i-o«-<r>.r-»CM»-« 

lOrtfl  I    CO  CM  O0     I 

I       I    CM  < — •     I       I 


i-l        OOIOriSOU)D'4 

CM  OWOrHrHChCVJCVO 

CM  CO  CM  CO  iHIO 


OOlololooloolo 
co^-co«-i»-tf-iro^-o 


LO  00 

CO  CO 

I    CO 

I 


O  «* 
CO  LO 
CM  CO 


CM 

oo 


ootorm-n 

CO  I       I    r-t 


a> 

> 


lo  lo  r-  co  r^  lo  lo 

HH00  LO  a* 


i-HCOOt-*COr-»CMCOLO 
IDIO^-Hr- ILOLOr-»CO 
CM  CO  ^1-  LO  •-!  CO 


O  O  O 

f~.  00  LO 

CM  i-l 


OLOOLOLOOLOLOLO 

OlflHrtHOOHVO 
CM  CO  sf  00  CM  CT> 


J^ 

c 

CO 

cu 

o 

o> 

cu 

>> 

c 

*    i-  J- 

c 

C  <_>i- 

ID 

S- 

*    i-         o 

t_>           >, 

o. 

ID    W    >>> 

to 

«    M    «    C.    I. 
to  01  CO  o  cu 

cu        <u 

__, 

2 

IO 

__: 

+J 

-* 

CO 

cu  s:            co 

CU          CO 

o  r- 

t- 

cu 

c 

cu 

F— 

s;       -^  ^«:  cu 

fO  s. 

en  -r- 

a 

__: 

cu 

<u 

cu 

cu 

r— 

c  cu  t-  or 

o  o  o 

_c 

>> 

<u 

t— 

5- 

c 

E 

{- 

•^ 

Of-  <u  o 

O  _- 

>> 

+- 

<u 

r— 

C_) 

•r" 

c 

CJ 

x: 

Cr-     C.LL     (U 

C»3 

<o   t- 

•^ 

+-> 

t. 

*w— 

r— 

J- 

(O  -*  O          J= 

>, 

c         t- 

s  cu 

cu 

cu 

C_5 

-C 

>> 

CU 

cu 

^~ 

-o 

>    C          4->  +J 

CU 

t-  ai  a> 

__:  > 

CO 

__ 

a. 

> 

<0 

r^ 

<o  <o  >>  co  <a 

c 

S-   >   S 

cd  ia 

(. 

o 

>> 

en 

^* 

i— 

o 

o 

<o 

_C    t.    t-    IO>— 

■f— 

a«  o 

i-  cu 

o 

3 

_- 

o 

•^ 

o. 

C9 

o 

CO 

wu.oujoa.coo_/ 

-C  CO 

_c 

O 

a 

_i 

co 

t>» 

oo 

en 

o 

iH  CVI  ro  <»  lOlO  M30  o 

■-I  CM 

CO 

«d- 

LO 

en 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I-l 

i— 1  r-l  i— 1  ■— 1  •— 1 

i-H 

i-H  i-l  CM 

CM  CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LOLOLOLOLOinLOLOLO 

LO  LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LOLOLOLOLOLOLOLOLO 

LO  LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

cu 

to 

LO  LO 

o 

o 

LO 

o 

o 

LO  LO  O  O  O  LO  LO 

3 

CO  r-^ 

CO 

CM 

I— 1 

CM 

LO 

CM  CO  O  i-l  CM          CO 

CO  00 

I-H 

^1- 

LO 

CO          t-«          O 

O 

•» 

+J 

I— 1 

i-H 

C 

o 

+J 

x> 
•o 

LO  CM 

oo 

O 

LO 

cn 

O 

io  lo  i-h  co  O  en  oo 

c 

CO  CM 

CO 

CM 

I— 1 

00 

LO 

ft  i-«  LO           CO           O 

■»— 

CM  O 

•-» 

i-H 

CM                        CO 

M 

i- 

i-H 

O 

tj- 

-o 
cu 

r— 

a. 
a. 

IS 

LO  O 

LO 

LO 

LO 

CO 

LO 

O  LO  O  O  O  LO  o 

«d-  r^ 

LO 

i-H 

1-4 

f-ft 

CO 

CM  CO  O  i-H  CM          CO 

<u 

<■  LO 

CO 

CM 

co       •-•       en 

to 

m 

3 

i— 1 

C 
O 

c 

to 
cu 
■o 

cu  to       __;  r— 

en  cu       cu  to  jc 

-o  -<-  -«:  CU  C   o  J_ 

•i-  <a  i-  _-  id  4->  o 

O-  _l    »OOi-r- 

o.  a  3 

o  c       s-  -cr       cs 

_.    O    C    IO   4->  --: 
J-  f-  1-  -O    3    O    >, 
3   C  JC   CU   O    O    i- 
00  O  to  C_>  CO  O-  Q 

cm  co  «a-  lo  co  oo  o 

CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  ^* 
LO  LO  LO  LO  LO  LO  LO 
LO  LO  LO  LO  LO  LO  LO 


10 

3 
C 
C 


8-92 


o 
o 


o 

o 


at 

> 

TO 

•r- 

C  -Q 

01  4-> 

O 

l/> 

<o 

VI 

ai 

o 

c 

<o 

io 

Q.  1. 

CD  => 

o 

a>  (/> 

i- 

4J 

M- 

O. 

5 

o 

+J 

4- 

c 

O 

ai 

io 

c 

ai 

o 

i- 

10 

Cl. 

01 

, , 

^ 

x> 

>  m 

o 

<D 

•^ 

o 

+J 

+J  o 

-— * 

(J 

<a  cm 

1/1 

T— 

c 

* — ■ 

s: 

-o 

(. 

r> 

(1) 

a> 

a>  < 

i- 

•*-> 

i/i 

a. 

5 

=> 

E 

o 

01 

J- 

> 

ai 

<4- 

*r- 

10 

+-> 

=> 

01 

o 

o<-o 

w 

c 

aiz: 

0)  ■*-> 

1/1  =3 

i- 

c 

c  «t 

01 

ai 

<u 

^— - 

<4- 

io 

u 

>4- 

0) 

T- 

*r- 

s- 

_J 

Q  Q- 

a> 

-o 

x> 

> 

<11 

f— 

* — ■« 

</> 

+J 

io 

O 

«3 

<u  2: 

O- 

C 

</>  r> 

o 

S-  =3<C 

s- 

01 

O- 

5 

(V 

XJ 

B 

01 

o 

4-> 

't— 

IO 

IO 

o  +->  o  s 

*T" 

O  O  =3 

XJ 

3M< 

01  XI 

t- 

O 

a. 

4- 

01 

> 

ai 

i/> 

+-> 

=> 

u 

<:  -o 

10 

a>  s: 

+■> 

Ifl  ZD 

c 

C  <t 

<D 

a' 

^ — • 

1/1 

o 

<D 

»r— 

S- 

_1 

D. 

c 

-~~ 

+J 

o 

(O 

c 

at  +j 

. — -. 

1/1 

o 

t/i 

01 

3 

s: 

J-  X> 

a. 

o  < 

s. 

a. 

a> 

E 

+j 

<o 

c 

z: 

0) 

£  OS 

+J 

O 

s- 

r— 

ai 

J2 

<c 

E 
2: 

oominorsinoH 

CMi-«»-«COCMt-ICOCM 


oo  ca  in  o  en  oi  cm  vo 
O  ■— <i-ii— I  o  o  o  o 


O  O  O  O  i-h 
CO  CM  CO  CO  CO 


I 


I  I  I 


I 


(OH^noooiOHH 
hohnnhoo  a)  a*  a*  ai 
-■^  ^  ^«  -^  ^»  ~>^  ^.  -^  c  c  c  c 

NHOfllslflNIO   O    O   O    O 
^Hi-Hi-lOOOOOZZZZ 


NOOtatHie 

O  !-•  O  O  »-i  o 
I     I     I     I     I     I 

U>HU)HHIO 

a>  a*  hihohooh 
c  c  c-^^»- — ^^-^ 

O   O    0WO00NO* 

zz:zo>-«oo«-ho 


SCftCrtOiCO 

o  o  o  o  o 

IO  I-H 

Oi-l 

in 

o 

OHHtOlO 
NOOHH 

m  o>  oo  co  in 
o  o  o  o  o 

in  o 
o  ■-« 

0)  t-H 

c  -^ 
o  >* 
zo 

offlcoinooMnoriHHOiflMWHsi-HHOOinncoo 

COCMCM«-ICMCOC\lt-ICOCMOCOCOt-ICMCMCOOCOCOCOCOt-li-ICMi-l 

^csicMc>>j«-HOCT>cy>a»io<oininincsic\jinor-»oa>a»csjiocsjr^ 

000»-<Oi-iOOOO<-1000000i-IO<-<OOt-HOOO 


HrtlOrtOOCOlOHHHHHHininrtOUIHHHHiniflO 
OOt-HOt-<CMCMf-lOOOOOO>-<«-HOC\J«-HOOOOO«-«CSJ 

(OCvlPJHrHCOMflM001U1in(OONU)M0010NOmC>HO 
0«-H"-Hi— <OOOOOOOOOOi-«i— <000«-<OOi— <Ot-«0 


o  o  o  o  o      •-<  o 

CO  CO  CO  rt  CO  MH 


tnoiuioio 
O  O  O  «-H  o 


I     I     I     I     I 


r-t  i— I  10  i-«  I— I 

o  o  ■-■  o  o 


0>JWtO<l-HP)0000 
*J-         r-t  CO  CO  CO  in 


O  O  O  sj- 


ois*eo 

O 

CM  CO  CO 

in 

CM                  rH 

CO 

CO  t-l 

CO 

oooooooo«d-^-inm 
CM  cm  co  in  #-« 


o  o  o  in 


OS*!') 


in  o  in  o 


o 

co 


> 
cm  r^  co   m 

tO  r-t       •  CO 
U   CM 
>> 
CO 


H        <* 


OCJNU)0^fH(0**U)U) 
CO  i-HCOCOCOl£>  CMCOint-l 


orN^too 


cm  co  co 
co  t-i 


oinininoinoininoino 


o  in  cd  in 

o  o  in  o 

in 

in  in  o 

in 

o  o 

in 

*a-  f-i  in 

<->  r-t          CM 

o 

CO  CO 

r^ 

«-»  CM 

•H 

i— i 

t—t 

CO 

CO 

1/1 


J* 
u 

o        -^ 
co  co  ai 

HT)^    1- 

cno.  i-  J-  <_> 
3  o        a  a 
near-  o  a.  i- 


aiis  ti 
i.  i-  a> 

O  Q    S- 

u 

4-    " 


O 

CO 


SZ   >,£   S-    0)  J3  41    *    (U   o    o 

Or-  10  ai  cn^:  £+Ji-£r-  i- 

3r-    C+J    O    Id    OlXr-    W>>1. 

OdiailOr-lfrlllO'i-IO      3 

3^Z3l03XQQlLhCI) 


cm  co«a-inior^cocr><-iCMroinio 

•t*-  «a-"*>3-«3-^-*d-'d-mmmmm 

in  inininininininininininin 

in  inininininininininininin 


01 

-*  ai 

i-   i-  ^ 

Ol-l- 

u.  O 

f-  0)  Ll_ 

.—  J=  i- 

■D  -u  ^:  +-> 

J^    3    O    U> 

>—   O   O   <o 

<tOUHJ 

in  in  in  in 
in  in  in  in 
in  in  in  in 


i- 
■d 

a.        ^ 

4->  cu 

<u  •■-  a> 

a*  c  o.  i- 

10  vi  ai  >> 

i—  c  >  g 
•—OWE 
•<-   O   S-   o 

:e  s  o  i- 
cm  co  «a-  in 

IOIOU3  1D 

in  in  in  in 
in  in  in  in 


■x.  o 

ai  co 

ai  c 

J-  XI         f- 

(_>  ai  >,  a. 

+JT3    i. 

$  tr>r-M- 

O  3    a    ID 

<_>  oacax 

in  INC0O1 

m  in  in  in 

in  in  in  in 

in  in  in  in 


ai 
ai^ 

i-  ai 

<_>  <u 

t~ 

a>  o 

N    C 

i-  c  <a 

to  at  a. 

x>  ^:  a. 

ai  u  « 

o  z:h- 

O         CM  «*• 

in       in  in 
in      in  in 


8-93 


Alternatives 


Chapter  8 


Livestock  operators  on  32  allotments  would 
also  have  additional  costs  in  the  form  of  water 
hauling  operations  which  would  affect  their  net 
income  situation.  About  2.5  million  gallons  of 
water  would  have  to  be  hauled  to  livestock  an- 
nually at  an  expense  of  about  $10  per  1,000  gal- 
lons which  would  amount  to  $25,000  annually. 

Contract  construction-related  income  would  be 
increased  over  the  levels  indicated  in  chapter  3 
due  to  the  necessity  of  installing  an  additional 
100.5  miles  of  fence  and  eight  cattleguards  as  well 
as  maintaining  400  miles  of  existing  road 
(maintained  by  BLM)  to  facilitate  water  hauling 
operations  mentioned  above. 

The  fence  would  cost  $241,200  (100.5  miles  at 
$2,400  per  mile)  and  the  cattleguards  would  cost 
$11,200  (eight  cattleguards  at  $1,400  each).  Annual 
operations  and  maintenance  cost  would  be  $5,155 
for  the  fence  and  $224  for  the  cattleguards.  Main- 
tenance cost  for  the  400  miles  of  road  (at  $200  per 
mile)  would  be  $80,000  annually. 

Thus,  new  construction  would  add  an  additional 
$53,792  in  contract  construction  income  to  area 
residents  ($268,960  x  0.20  =  $53,792)  during  the 
implementation  phase  and  about  $25,614  annually 
after  the  construction  phase  ($85,379  x  0.30  = 
$25,614). 

Recreation-related  income  resulting  from  hunter 
expenditures  would  vary  little,  if  any,  as  a  result 
of  adopting  this  alternative,  since  in  the  long  term 
big  game  populations  would  vary  only  slightly  in 
either  direction  from  present  levels  (see  Wildlife). 

Government-related  income  would  not  be 
changed  from  the  level  indicated  in  chapter  3  for 
the  proposed  action. 

Employment 

Additional  employment  would  be  generated 
from  contract  construction,  maintenance,  and 
water  hauling  activities.  Contract  construction 
would  generate  4.48  man-years  of  employment 
through  the  construction  phase  and  0.13  man-year 
annually  thereafter.  Water  hauling  could  add  a 
small  undetermined  amount  of  employment  and 
road  maintenance  could  add  2  man-years  an- 
nually. 

Because  of  the  indeterminant  nature  of  employ- 
ment reduction  possibilities  due  to  decreases  in 
income  in  the  livestock  sector,  it  is  not  possible 
to  determine  what  the  net  impact  on  employment 
from  this  alternative  would  be.  However,  it  is 
possible  that  a  slight  increase  could  occur,  at  least 
during  the  construction  phase. 


Social  Well-Being 

It  appears  that  any  improvement  in  social  well- 
being  resulting  from  additional  incomes  would 
come  largely  at  the  expense  of  livestock  operators 
who  would  be  required  to  maintain  additional 
fences  and  cattleguards  and  haul  water  to 
livestock  while  facing  a  situation  of  reduced  in- 
comes. The  social  well-being  of  the  ES  area  as  a 
whole  would  not  appear  to  be  improved  or  wor- 
sened, even  though  the  well-being  of  some  area 
livestock  operators  would  be  worsened.  All  per- 
mittees of  allotments  facing  reductions  would  face 
reduced  grazing  of  varying  degrees  as  indicated  in 
table  8-25,  with  two  operators  facing  class 
changes  (from  sheep  to  cattle  grazing)  which 
could  force  them  to  go  out  of  business. 

Public  Finance  and  Tax  Base 

Public  finance  and  tax  base  would  not  be  al- 
tered from  that  level  of  change  indicated  for  the 
proposed  action,  since  allowable  AUM  use  would 
not  change  from  the  proposed  action  level 
(40,479). 

SOCIO-CULTURAL    VALUES 

It  appears  that  adopting  this  alternative  would 
create  conflict  with  local  attitudes  and  values 
since  it  would  greatly  inhibit  self-deterministic  op- 
tions of  area  livestock  operators  and  appear  to 
violate  the  desire  of  local  residents  in  general  for 
economic  growth  and  range  improvements  which 
would  benefit  livestock  operators.  Considerable 
resentment  and  opposition  could  be  expected 
from  livestock  operators  who  would  be  required 
to  assume  additional  operating  costs  with  no  ap- 
parent gains. 

ALTERNATIVE  E:  ELIMINATION  OF 
GRAZING  ON  ALLOTMENTS  WITH 
SOILS  IN  SEVERE  AND  CRITICAL 
EROSION  CLASSES 

Description 

Alternative  E  would  have  the  following  com- 
ponents: 

1.  All  but  eleven  allotments  would  be  the 
same  as  under  the  proposal  (396,180  acres). 

2.  Livestock  grazing  would  be  eliminated  on 
83,085  acres  on  the  following  allotments  which 
have  lands  in  the  severe  and  critical  erosion 
condition  classes:  4022  Petrie  Mesa,  4506  Oak 
Mesa,  4513  Stevens  Gulch,  4535  Home  Place, 
4536    West   Young's    Peak,    5003    Selig   Canal, 
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5008   Brush   Point,   5030   Bostwick   Park,    5507 

Pipeline,  5520  Lower  Horsefly,  and  5561    East 

Fork. 
3.    Unallotted    status    (no    livestock    grazing) 

would  be  continued  on  45  tracts  (13,550  acres). 

Implementation  of  the  AMPs  would  require  the 
range  improvements  and  vegetation  conversions 
summarized  in  table  8-26.  Design  features  for 
these  projects  would  be  the  same  as  for  those 
described  in  chapter  1.  Table  8-27  shows  ex- 
pected acres  disturbed  by  the  proposed  improve- 
ments and  land  treatments  with  this  alternative. 

Analysis 

Soils 

The  impacts  on  soils  for  all  allotments  but  the 
eleven  (396,180  acres)  would  be  the  same  as  for 
the  proposed  action,  which  predicts  a  decrease  in 
runoff  and  sediment  yield  from  the  large  storms. 
There  would  be  no  quantifiable  changes  in  soils 
except  for  the  changes  in  erosion  condition 
classes  as  shown  in  table  8-29  (summary  table  at 
the  end  of  chapter  8).  The  impacts  on  soils  for  the 
eleven  allotments  eliminating  grazing  (83,085 
acres)  would  be  the  same  as  for  Alternative  B  in 
this  chapter. 

Water  Resources 

The  impacts  on  soils  for  the  eleven  allotments 
eliminating  grazing  (83,085  acres)  would  be  the 
same  as  for  Alternative  B  in  this  chapter.  The 
remainder  (396,180  acres)  would  be  the  same  as 
the  proposed  action,  which  estimates  the  long- 
term  impact  would  be  a  net  decrease  in  runoff 
volumes  and  peak  discharges  for  larger  storms 
(see  table  3-5).  Impacts  on  ground  charge  water 
would  be  insignificant,  and  there  would  be  im- 
measurable decreases  in  sheet  and  channel  ero- 
sion. 

Vegetation 

Short-term  and  long-term  impacts  on  vegetation 
would  be  the  same  as  discussed  in  chapter  3  on 
the  allotments  other  than  those  eleven  which 
would  receive  elimination  of  grazing  under  this  al- 
ternative. Refer  to  chapter  3  for  a  discussion  of 
the  expected  short-term  and  long-term  impacts  on 
vegetation  resulting  from  elimination  of  grazing  in 
the  ES  area.  These  impacts  would  apply  to  the 
eleven  elimination  of  grazing  allotments  under  this 
alternative.  A  summary  of  the  cumulative  long- 
term  impacts  of  this  alternative  appears  in  table 
8-28. 


Improvements  constructed  for  the  AMPs  under 
this  alternative  would  initially  disturb  approxi- 
mately 305.7  acres  of  vegetation  and  remove  ap- 
proximately 19.92  acres  from  permanent  produc- 
tion (refer  to  table  8-27).  An  estimated  2  AUMs 
of  forage  annually  would  no  longer  be  available 
from  these  permanently  disturbed  acres. 

Impacts  to  the  proposed  endangered  plants 
would  be  the  same  as  for  the  proposed  action. 
They  could  be  mitigated  as  outlined  in  chapter  4. 

Wildlife:  Terrestrial 

Under  this  alternative,  impacts  on  wildlife 
would  be  the  same  as  those  listed  in  chapter  3, 
except  for  the  eleven  allotments  which  are  addi- 
tionally proposed  for  elimination  of  grazing.  On 
these  allotments,  competition  with  livestock 
would  be  eliminated.  Three  of  the  eleven  allot- 
ments are  in  deer  crucial  winter  range  (4506  Oak 
Mesa;  4513  Stevens  Gulch;  and  5003  Selig  Canal, 
subunit  T  Rawhide-Coffeepot),  and  two  of  these 
(4506  Oak  Mesa  and  4513  Stevens  Gulch)  are  in 
elk  crucial  winter  range.  For  a  discussion  of  the 
kinds  of  short-term  and  long-term  impacts  which 
would  occur  on  wildlife  in  these  eleven  allotments 
refer  to  Alternative  B  in  this  chapter. 

Overall,  the  numbers  of  mule  deer  and  elk 
would  be  expected  to  increase  under  this  alterna- 
tive, although  the  increase  would  be  slightly  less 
than  under  the  proposal.  Antelope  population 
numbers  would  be  expected  to  increase  to  the 
level  set  forth  under  the  proposed  action. 

Impacts  on  small  mammals  and  birds  would  be 
the  same  as  under  the  proposed  action. 

Wildlife:  Aquatic  and  Riparian 

The  impacts  on  aquatic  and  riparian  habitats 
would  be  the  same  as  for  the  proposal  except  for 
allotment  5520  Lower  Horsefly.  This  allotment 
has  2.1  miles  of  riparian  habitat  which  would  be 
expected  to  improve  from  fair  to  good  under  this 
alternative.  There  would  not  be  any  significant 
changes  in  the  aquatic  species. 

Recreation 

There  would  be  very  little  difference  in  recrea- 
tion values  from  the  proposal. 

Agriculture:   Livestock  Grazing 

Under  this  alternative,  there  would  be  a  short- 
term  reduction  in  present  active  licensed  use  of 
8,006  AUMs  (35,369  -  27,363  =  8,006).  Annual 
livestock  use  by  2006  under  this  alternative  would 
be  1,411  AUMs  less  than  the  present  active  licensed 
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use  (35,369  —  33,958  =  1,41 1).  (See  table  8-28.)  While 
AUM  use  would  be  expected  to  increase  on  the  AMP 
allotments  under  the  proposal,  there  would  continue 
to  be  no  use  on  the  eleven  additional  elimination  of 
grazing  allotments. 

Socio-Economic  Conditions 

Population 

ES  area  population  trends  are  not  expected  to 
be  altered  by  this  alternative. 

Income 

Active  licensed  use  would  be  reduced  by  8,006 
AUMs  from  the  1975  level  to  27,363  AUMs  of 
use  annually.  This  would  reduce  direct  range 
livestock-related  income  (1970  dollars)  by 
$23,217.40  (8,006  x  $2.90  =  $23,217.40)  and  total 
direct  and  indirect  range  livestock-related  income 
by  $34,524.27  ($23,217.40  x  1.487  =  $34,524.27). 
This  short-term  reduction  in  total  direct  and  in- 
direct livestock-related  income  is  0.00529  percent 
of  1974  ES  area  livestock-related  income  and 
0.0002  percent  of  1974  ES  area  total  personal  in- 
come. 

Over  the  longer  term,  total  livestock  use  would 
increase  to  33,958  AUMs  annually,  still  1,411 
AUMs  less  than  current  active  use  levels.  Esti- 
mated direct  and  indirect  range  livestock-related 
income  would  thus  still  be  $6,084.65  less  (1970 
dollars)  than  at  present  (1975).  For  those  opera- 
tors dependent  on  the  eleven  allotments  affected, 
no  use  would  be  allowed,  and  the  adverse  income 
effects  noted  above  would  be  concentrated  on 
them. 

Since  the  cost  of  range-related  improvements 
would  be  $1,367,682.50,  the  ES  area  construction 
income  effect  would  total  $273,536.50  over  the 
implementation  period.  Construction  expenditures 
and  related  income  effects  are  approximately  23 
percent  less  than  with  the  proposed  action.  As  a 
result,  ongoing  overhead  and  maintenance  income 
effects  would  be  reduced  to  about  $17,237  an- 
nually. 

Implementation  of  this  alternative  would  not 
change  projected  increases  in  big  game  popula- 
tions markedly  from  the  proposed  action.  Thus, 
hunters'  expenditures  would  increase  from 
between  $222,387  to  $454,490  (1973  dollars)  an- 
nually. The  annual  local  income  effect  would 
amount  to  an  increase  of  $44,477  to  $89,098. 

Government-related   income  would  total  about 


$48,000    in    new    salaries    annually,    as    with    the 
proposed  action. 

In  summary,  the  annual  long-term  income  ef- 
fects would  total  about  $103,629  annually. 

Employment 

As  noted  in  chapters  1  and  3,  four  additional 
government  positions  would  be  created  when  the 
proposal  was  initiated,  and  continue  during  the 
operation  of  the  grazing  systems.  A  total  of  22.8 
man-years  of  employment  would  be  generated 
over  the  implementation  period  as  a  result  of  con- 
struction related  income  (assumes  a  $  1 2,000  per  year 
salary).  Ongoing  maintenance  functions  would  gener- 
ate about  1.44  man-years  of  employment  annually. 
The  wildlife-related  (hunting)  income  would  generate 
between  3.71  and  7.42  additional  man-years  of  em- 
ployment annually,  within  twenty  years  after  the 
proposal  is  implemented.  In  summary,  following  the 
implementation  phase,  the  employment  impacts 
would  range  between  9.15  and  12.86  man-years 
annually. 

Social  Well-Being 

Discussion  of  employment  and  income  effects 
in  the  previous  sections  suggests  a  slight  improve- 
ment in  well-being.  Range  livestock-related  sec- 
tors would  be  adversely  affected  while  those  as- 
sociated with  construction  and  service  sectors 
would  realize  some  gains.  The  net  effect  would  be 
regionally  insignificant  but  harshly  adverse  on  the 
affected  permittees. 

Public  Finance  and  Tax  Base 

This  alternative  would  adversely  affect  the  re- 
gional tax  base  by  reducing  property  values  ini- 
tially by  an  estimated  $667,120  to  $800,592  (8,006 
-5-  12  =  667.12;  667.12  x  $1,200  =  $800,592;  etc.). 
The  actual  assessed  valuation  would  be  reduced 
by  about  $200,136  to  $240,177.  The  lower  figure  is 
0.0023  percent  of  the  1975  area  assessed  valua- 
tion. This  adverse  impact  would  be  largely 
eliminated  over  time  (dropping  to  $35,274)  as 
vegetative  productivity  increased  and  future  use 
levels  increased.  However,  the  deficit  would 
never  be  totally  erased  since  future  use  would 
never  rise  to  present  levels. 

SOCIO-CULTURAL    VALUES 

Adoption  of  this  alternative  would  create  con- 
flict with  local  attitudes  and  values  since  it  would 
inhibit  self-deterministic  options.  Economic  hard- 
ship inflicted   upon   the  individual  permittees  af- 
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fected  would  likely  generate  resentment  since  ap- 
parent gains  are  small  and  noneconomic. 

SUMMARY 

Table  8-29  presents  a  summary  of  the  impacts 
of  the  proposed  action  as  compared  with  the  al- 
ternatives. 
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Team  Organization 

This  statement  was  developed  by  a  group  of 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  profes- 
sionals with  expertise  in  range  management,  wil- 
dlife, watershed  management,  geology,  forestry, 
recreation,  landscape  architecture,  soils,  hydrolo- 
gy, economics,  land  use  planning,  fisheries, 
archeology,  and  writing-editing. 

A  news  release  was  issued  on  July  1,  1976,  stat- 
ing the  BLM's  plans  for  initiating  and  completing 
the  environmental  statement  (ES).  This  release 
was  sent  to  two  TV  stations,  six  radio  stations, 
and  eight  newspapers  in  Southwestern  Colorado. 

Consultation  and  Coordination  in  the 
Preparation  of  the  Draft  Environmen- 
tal Statement 

Letters  were  sent  to  the  following  individuals 
and  organizations  on  July  19,  1976,  informing 
them  of  the  preparation  and  purpose  of  the  ES  on 
grazing  for  the  Uncompahgre  Basin  Resource 
Area. 

The  Governor  of  Colorado 

Mayors  of  thirteen  cities  and  towns  in  the  area 

Chambers  of  Commerce  in  fourteen  areas 

County  Commissioners  in  five  counties 

Eight  state  and  federal  governmental  organizations 

Twenty  national  institutions  and  school  districts 

Twenty-seven  private  groups 

One  hundred  twenty-two  individual  citizens 

Three  members  of  Congressional  delegations 

The  steering  committees  for  the  Colorado  Cat- 
tlemen's Association  and  the  Colorado  Wool- 
growers  were  taken  on  a  field  trip  on  July  26  and 
27,  1976,  to  look  at  the  feasibility  of  some  of  the 
proposed  AMPs. 

A  member  of  the  Denver  office  of  the  Environ- 
mental Protection  Agency  was  taken  on  a  field 
trip  on  August  17  to  familiarize  that  agency  with 
the  ES  area. 

The  Uncompahgre  Horse  and  Cattle  Associa- 
tion was  contacted  at  their  annual  meeting  in 
Montrose  on  December  11,  1976. 

Louis  S.  Hall,  Assistant  Director,  Office  of 
Review  and  Compliance  for  the  Council  on 
Historic  Preservation  was  contacted  and  his 
recommendations  were  incorporated  into  the  text. 

Federal  and  State  Contacts 

Table  9-1  reflects  the  number  and  extent  of 
federal  and  state  agency  contacts  initiated  and  the 
actions  completed  in  preparation  of  the  draft 
statement.  The  comments  received  from  the  con- 


tacts were  considered  in  preparation  of  this  draft. 
BLM  employees  discussed  the  ES  with  the  fol- 
lowing groups: 

Delta  County  Commissioners 

Paonia  Rotary  Club 

Hotchkiss  Kiwanis  Club 

Paonia  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Delta  County  Planning  Commission 

Citizen  Advisory  Groups  for  H-B  1041 

Hotchkiss  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Paonia  Rod  and  Gun  Club 

Delta  Phase  I  meeting 

Cedaredge  Phase  I  meeting 

Montrose  Woolgrowers 

Hotchkiss  Woolgrowers 

Montrose  Phase  I  meeting 

Ridgway  Phase  I  meeting 

Delta  City  Council 

Delta  Rotary  Club 

Montrose  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Paonia  High  School  media  class 

Montrose  Rotary  Club 

Dolores  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Uncompahgre  Horse  and  Cattle  Association 

Coordination  in  the  Review  of  the  Draft 
Environmental  Statement 

Comments  on  the  draft  environmental  state- 
ment will  be  requested  from  the  following  agen- 
cies and  interest  groups. 

Colorado  State  Agencies: 

Governor's  Clearing  House 
Division  of  Wildlife 
Division  of  Planning 

County  Commissioners: 

Delta  County 
Montrose  County 
Ouray  County 
Gunnison  County 
Mesa  County 

Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Department  of  the  Interior: 

U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation 
U.S.  Geological  Survey 
Bureau  of  Mines 
National  Park  Service 

Department  of  Agriculture: 

U.S.  Forest  Service 

Soil  Conservation  Service 

Department  of  Commerce 

Other  Organizations: 

Sierra  Club 

Colorado  Open  Space  Council 

Izaak  Walton  League 

The  Wildlife  Society 

Colorado  Stock  Growers  Association 

Colorado  Wool  Growers  Association 

Audubon  Society 

Natural  Resources  Defense  Council 
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TABLE  9-1 
FEDERAL  AND  STATE  CONTACTS 


Agency 

Nature  of  Contact 

Response 
Received 

Action 
Taken 

U.S.  Forest 
Service 

Request  data 
assistance  for 
coordination  of 
grazing  programs 

Yes 

Personal  contacts 
provided  information 

Colorado  Game 
and  Fish  Dept. 

Request  data  on  game 
populations,  areas 
of  use,  browse 
conditions,  and 
fisheries 

Yes 

Provided  information 
through  personal 
contacts  and  use  of 
literature 

U.S.  Soil 

Conservation 

Service 

Requested  data  on 
soils  and 
vegetation 

Yes 

Furnished  data 
through 
contact  and 
publications 

U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildl ife  Service 

Request  data  on 
black-footed  ferret 

Yes 

Field  check  for 
black-footed  ferret 
sign 

Environmental 

Protection 

Agency 

Request  water  quality 
information 

Yes 

Furnished  information 
from  STORET 

National  Park 
Service 

Request  visitor  use 
information 

Yes 

Furnished  data  by 
personal  contact  and 
tel ephone 

U.S.  Geological 
Survey 

Request  ground 
water  information 

Yes 

Furnished  data 
by  telephone 

National  Climatic 
Center 

Request  weather 
data 

Yes 

Furnished  data 
requested 

Colo.  State  Dept. 
of  Health 

Request  air 
quality  data 

Yes 

Furnished  data 
requested 

Bureau  of 
Reclamation 

Request  water 
information 

Yes 

Furnished  data 
requested 
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Consultation  and  Coordination  Chapter  9 

Society  of  Range  Management 

Wilderness  Society 

Rocky  Mountain  Center  on  Environment 

Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation 

Institute  of  Ecology 

Trout  Unlimited 

Colorado  Historical  Society 

Copies  of  this  draft  environmental  statement 
will  be  available  for  public  inspection  at  the  BLM 
offices  listed  below. 

Washington  Office  of  Public  Affairs 

18th  and  C.  Streets 
Washington,  D.  C.  20240 
Phone:  (202)343-5717 

Colorado  State  Public  Affairs  Office 

Room  700,  Colorado  State  Bank  Building 
1600  Broadway 
Denver,  Colorado  80202 
Phone:  (303)837-4481 

Montrose  District  Office 

P.  O.  Box  1269 
Montrose,  Colorado  81401 
Phone:  (303)249-7791 

A  public  hearing  will  be  held  in  Montrose. 
Details  for  the  hearing  will  be  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  and  local  newspapers. 
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APPENDICES 


APPENDIX   1 

ANNUAL  PRECIPITATION,  AVERAGE  TEMPERATURE,  AND 
AVERAGE  SNOWFALL  IN  THE  ES  AREA 


Montrose    No. 2 
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No   data  is  available  for  years  which  were  left  blank. 

Figure  A-l.  Precipitation,  temperature,  and  snowfall  data  from  Montrose  No.  2 

climatic  station 
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Cedaredge 
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Figure  A-2.     Precipitation,   temperature,  and  snowfall   data  from  Cedaredge 
No  data  is  available  for  years  which  were  left  blank 
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climatic  station 
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Figure  A-3.  Precipitation,  temperature,  and  snowfall  data  from  Delta  climatic 

station 
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Figure  A-4.  Precipitation,  temperature,  and  snowfall  data  from  Paonia  climatic 
station 
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Ouray 
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Figure  A-5.     Precipitation,  temperature,  and  snowfall   data  from  Ouray  climatic 
No  data  is  available  for  years    which  were  left  blank  Station 
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Appkndicf.s 


APPENDIX  2 

SUMMARY  OF  PHYSICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  SOIL 
CHARACTERISTICS;  LOCATION  OF  HYDROLOGIC  SOIL 

GROUPS  IN  THE  ES  AREA 
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LEGEND 

MAP  UNIT  COMPOSITION  BY  pYDROLOGIC  SOIL  GROUP 

1  70%  Group  B;  30%  Group  D 

2  100%  Group  B 

3  70%  Group  C;  30%  Group  D 

4  67%  Group  C;  33%  Group  B 

5  100%  Group  D 

6  100%  Group  C 

7  60%  Group  C;  40%  Group  D 

8  85%  Group  C;  15%  Group  D 

9  80%  Group  C;  20%  Group  3 
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METHODOLOGY    FOR    HYDROLOGIC 
PREDICTIONS 

1.  Nine  representative  watersheds  were  chosen 
on  the  basis  of  their  geographic  locations  and 
vegetative,  hydrologic  soil,  and  climatic  charac- 
teristics. 

2.  Each  watershed  was  located  on  a  7.5  minute 
topographic  map. 

3.  Vegetative,  hydrologic  soil  group,  and  allot- 
ment overlays  were  made  for  each  watershed. 

4.  Each  hydrologic  unit  (i.e.,  vegetative  type 
within  a  given  soil  type  within  a  given  pasture) 
was  planimetered  to  determine  the  percent  of  the 
total  area  in  the  watershed.  (A  planimeter  is  an  in- 
strument that  measures  the  area  of  a  plane  figure 
as  a  mechanically  coupled  pointer  traverses  the 
figure's  perimeter.) 

5.  Each  hydrologic  unit  was  assigned  a  cover 
density  using  data  collected  during  Phase  I  of  The 
Bureau  of  Land  Management's  (BLM's) 
Watershed  Conservation  and  Development 
System.  Percent  vegetative  cover  was  added  to 
the  percent  litter  and  half  of  the  large  rock  plus 
small  rock  to  get  the  cover  density  used  in  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service  (SCS)  model  for  pre- 
dicting runoff. 

6.  Infiltration  rates  were  assigned  to  each  unit 
using  the  mid-point  of  the  range  of  infiltration 
rates  of  the  soil  within  the  unit  for  pristine  condi- 
tions, as  shown  in  table  A-3  (e.g.,  soil  type  D 
ranges  from  0.08  to  0.42  inch  per  hour,  and  0.25 
inch  per  hour  was  taken  as  the  mid-point),  and 
adjusted  from  light  intensity  or  no  grazing  to 
moderate  grazing  (figure  A-6).  If  the  adjustment 
showed  an  increase,  the  infiltration  rate  was  as- 
sumed to  remain  at  pristine  conditions  to  start. 


Table  A-3. — Maximum  potential  infiltration  rates  associated  with 
various  soil  groups 


Soil  group 

Maximum 

potential 

infiltration 

rates1 

A 

3.50 

A- 

3.25 

B+ 

2.71 

B 

2.13 

B- 

1.54 

C+ 

1.13 

C  

0.88 

C- 

0.63 

D  + 

0.42 

D 

0.25 

D- 

0.08 

'  Inches  per  hour 


7.  A  curve  number  was  assigned  to  each  unit 
using  the  equations  in  table  A-4  where  possible 
and  table  A-5  when  the  soil  type  within  the  unit 
did  not  coincide  with  the  equations  in  table  A-4. 

8.  A  weighted  curve  number  was  then  calcu- 
lated for  each  watershed. 

9.  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Adminis- 
tration (NOAA)  Atlas  2  (Miller,  Frederick,  and 
Tracey  1973)  was  used  to  determine  design  storm 
sizes  for  each  representative  watershed.  Design 
storms  chosen  were  50  year-24  hour,  50  year-6 
hour,  and  5  year-2  hour. 

10.  The  SCS  Curve  Number  method  (1972)  was 
then  used  to  determine  runoff.  (For  purposes  of 
predicting  relative  changes  in  flow  Antecedent 
Moisture  Condition  II  was  assumed,  i.e.,  0.5  to 
1.5  inches  of  rain  in  the  previous  five  days.) 

1 1 .  Peak  discharge  was  determined  for  the  50 
year-24  hour  storm  using  a  modified  version  of 
Kent's  method  (1968): 

a.  Slope  estimates  were  made  by  placing  a 
grid  on  the  7.5  minute  topographic  map  of  each 
watershed  and  measuring  the  distance  between 
contours  at  the  grid  points. 

b.  The  graphs  presented  in  figure  ES-1027  in 
Kent's  publication  were  extended  to  100,000 
acres  and  100,000  cubic  feet  per  second  (cfs) 
(see  figure  A-7). 

c.  The  modified  graphs  were  then  used  to 
make  the  peak  discharge  estimates. 

12.  Grazing  within  each  pasture  was  plotted  for 
the  twenty  years  required  to  achieve  full  effects 
of  the  allotment  management  plans  (AMPs). 
Periods  of  spring-summer  and  fall-winter  grazing 
were  recorded  and  the  length  of  rest  between 
grazing  was  also  noted. 

13.  The  infiltration  rate  at  the  end  of  the  twenty 
year  period  was  calculated  for  each  unit  by  apply- 
ing the  regression  equations  presented  in  figure 
A-6.  "Heavy"  grazing,  under  a  rotation  scheme, 
was  defined  as  all  livestock  being  confined  to  a 
single  pasture  for  any  given  length  of  time,  and 
"moderate"  grazing  was  defined  as  the  livestock 
being  spread  over  more  than  one  pasture.  All  in- 
filtration rates  were  fully  affected  under  either 
heavy  or  moderate  use  regardless  of  length  of 
grazing  period  (e.g.,  heavy  grazing  for  two  months 
equals  heavy  grazing  for  six  months). 
"Recovery"  between  grazing  periods  was  calcu- 
lated assuming  a  linear  four  year  recovery  time  to 
some  speculative  pre-grazing  status,  as  defined  by 
infiltration    limits    of    respective    hydrologic    soil 
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INFILTRATION     RATE    IN/HR:     EXCELLENT 
CONDITION     OR    LIGHT    INTENSITY     GRAZING 

Figure  A-6.  Changes  in  infiltration  rates  when  changing  from  light  to 
moderate  grazing  intensities  (Source:  Gifford  et  al.  1975) 
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TABLE  A-4 
CURVE  NUMBERS  AS  A  FUNCTION  OF  COVER  DENSITY  (CD) 
AND  INFILTRATION  RATE,  f  (inches  per  hour) 


Vegetative 

Limits  of  application 

Equation 

Cover 

CD(%)  a/                     f(in/hr)  b/ 

CN  = 

Juniper-Grass 

none 

Sage-Grass 

none 

Herbaceous 

none 

Oak-Aspen 

none 

Ponderosa  Pine 

>10%,  <80% 

Pasture  or 

none 

<2.13 

Rangeland 

<50 

>2.13 

>50 

>2.13 

Annual  Grass 

none 

<2.13 

<50 

>2.13 

>50 

>2.13 

Forests 

none 

<1.13 

none 

>1.13 

Roads 

CD=0 

<2.13 

CD=0 

>2.13 

92.4-4.8f-(0.25+0.08f)CD 

96. 0-10. 5f-(0. 49-0. 035f)CD 

92.5-5.0f-(0.12-0.072f)CD 

83.4-4.25f-(0.39+0.055f)CD 

90.0-8.0f-(0.02+0.13f)CD 

92. 06-4. 26f-(0. 11-0. 08f)CD 
92. 06-4. 26f+(0. 154-0. 204f)CD 
113.91-14.55f-0.28CD 

92.5-4.47f-(0.12+0.065f)CD 
95.37-5.82f+(0.019-131f)CD 
118. 53-16. 72f-(0. 461-0. 095f)CD 

89.0-8.24f-(0.20+0.02f)CD 
102. 41-14. 55f-(0. 20+0. 02f)CD 

92.0  -  4.24f 
98.45  -  7.27f 


Source:  Gifford,  Hawkins,  and  Williams  (1975) 

a/  CD  =  cover  density  in  percent. 

b/  f  =  infiltration  rate  in  inches  per  hour. 
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TABLE  A-5 
COEFFICIENTS  FOR  RUNOFF  CURVE  NUMBER  (Y)  AS  A  FUNCTION  OF 
PERCENT  COVER  (X),  AND  Y  =  a  -  bX  FOR  VARIOUS  VEGETATIVE 

TYPES  AND  SOIL  GROUPS 


Vegetative  Type 

Soil  Group 

a 

b 

Notes 

Juniper-Grass 

C 

88 

0.32 

1/ 

B 

82 

0.42 

1/ 

Sage-Grass 

C 

86.5 

0.46 

1/ 

B 

73.5 

0.415 

1/ 

Herbaceous 

D 

95 

0.115 

1/ 

C 

90 

0.19 

1/ 

B 

84 

0.25 

1/ 

Oak-Aspen 

C 

79 

0.44 

1/ 

B 

74 

0.51 

1/ 

Desert  Brush 

D 

93 

0.06 

2/  3/ 

C 

80 

0.06 

2/  3/ 

B 

84 

0.06 

2/  3/ 

Ponderosa  Pine 

C 

83 

0.14 

2/  4/ 

B 

73 

0.31 

2/  4/ 

Pasture  or  Rangeland 

A 

77 

0.56 

3/  " 

A 

63 

0.28 

§/ 

B 

83 

0.28 

C 

89 

0.18 

D 

91 

0.13 

5/ 

Annual  Grass 

A 

75 

0.44 

3/ 

A 

60 

0.13 

§/ 

B 

83 

0.26 

C 

89 

0.08 

D 

91 

0.13 

1! 

Forests  (precipitation  = 

A 

50.5 

0.286 

25  inches) 

B 

71.5 

0.229 

C 

81.5 

0.229 

D 

87 

0.21 

7/ 

Roads 

A 

73 

0.00 

B 

83 

0.00 

C 

88.5 

0.00 

D 

90.5 

0.00 

7/ 

Bare  Rock 

(N.A.) 

96 

0.00 

8/ 

Water  Surfaces 

(N.A.) 

100 

0.00 

Note:  All  above  curve  numbers  for  AMC  II  and  IQ  =  0.2S,  cover  without  rocks 
1/  From  Enderlin  and  Markowitz  (1962).  2/  From  Simanton,  Renard,  and  Sutter 
T1973).  3/  For  X<50  percent.  4/  For  10  percent  X<80  percent.  Nonlinear 
relationship  to  Y  =  92  and  Y  =  83,  respectively  at  X  =  0.  5/  From  NEH-4 
(in  table  form);  reduced  and  converted  to  above  coefficients.  6/  For  X>50 
percent.  Note  similarity  between  annual  grass  and  rangeland  coefficients 
except  for  Soil  Group  "A."  7/  From  unpublished  tables  from  USFS 
personnel  (personal  communication).  8/  Assumes  (Initial  Abstraction)  = 
0.08  inch. 
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groups.  (See  table  A-6.)  The  equation  to  represent 
this  is  Fr  =  f  +  (£>  —  f)t/T  (inches  per  hour)  where 
fr  is  the  rate  at  the  end  of  the  recovery  period, 
f„  is  the  pre-grazing  optimum  rate  defined  by  the 
hydrologic  soil  group,  f  is  the  beginning  rate,  t  is 
the  rest  time  in  years,  and  T  is  the  recovery  time 
in  years  (in  this  case,  four  years).  The  limit  of 
t/T  <  1.  (See  table  A-6.) 

14.  Future  cover  densities  were  calculated  using 


Appendices 

the  projected  cover  densities  presented  in  the 
AMPs.  Where  the  AMP  cover  densities  did  not 
coincide  with  Phase  I  data,  the  percent  increase 
predicted  in  the  AMP  was  applied  to  the  cover 
densities  used  in  step  5  above. 

15.  Future  runoff  and  peak  discharge  estimates 
were  made  with  the  new  infiltration  rates  and 
cover  data  as  outlined  in  steps  5  through  1 1 
above. 
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TABLE  A-6 
SAMPLE  OUTPUT  FOR  REST  ROTATION  HYDROLOGIC  IMPACT  MODEL 

From       To     Time  {yr)           Activity      Infiltration  Rate 
Begin    End 

1.46 

0.17 

0.17 

0.28 

0.56 

0.17 

0.20 

a/  Hydrologic  Soil  Group  "B";  present  infiltration  rate  under  moderate 
grazing  1.80  inches  per  hour  =  0.950  +  0.398  (2.13).  Infiltration 
rate  for  ungrazed  "B"  is  2.13  inches  per  hour.  End  infiltration  rate 
(1.92  inches  per  hour)  =  (2.13-1.80)  1.46/4  +  1.80. 
b/  Tandem  cattle  and  sheep  counts  as  a  single  grazing,  in  this  case 
at  "moderate"  level . 


1 

Jan 

16  Jan 

16 

Jun 

15  Aug 

15 

Aug 

15  Oct 

15 

Oct 

25  Jan 

25 

Jan 

16  Aug 

16 

Aug 

15  Oct 

15 

Oct 

1  Jan 

Rest         1.80 

1.92 

1/ 

Heavy  Cattle   1.92 

1.12 

Rest         1.12 

1.17 

Moderate  Sheep  1.17 

1.17 

Rest         1.17 

1.30 

Moderate  Cattle 

1.30 

1.30 

b/ 

Moderate  Sheep 
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METHODOLOGIES  FOR  DETERMINING  RANGE  CONDITION 

CLASSES  AND  CHANGES  IN   RANGE  CONDITIONS; 

METHODOLOGIES  FOR  DETERMINING  PRESENT  AND 

PREDICTED  VEGETATIVE   PRODUCTION;  PROCEDURES   FOR 

DETERMINING  SOIL  PRODUCTIVITY  POTENTIAL  BY  SOIL 

ASSOCIATION/VEGETATIVE  TYPE 
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METHODOLOGY      FOR      ASSIGNING 
RANGE  CONDITION  CLASSES 

Erosion  condition  classes  (see  Soils  in  chapter 
2  for  description)  and  the  classification  of  plant 
species  as  desirable,  intermediate,  and  least 
desirable  were  used  to  determine  range  condition. 
The  following  criteria  were  used  in  the  plant  clas- 
sification process: 

1.  Desirable  plants  are  those  which  are  palata- 
ble, productive,  and  nutritious  forage  species,  are 
often  dominant  under  climax  or  near  climax  con- 
ditions, are  long-lived,  and  have  extensive  root 
systems  to  aid  in  protecting  the  watershed  against 
erosion.  This  category  includes  the  important  key 
forage  species  (grasses,  forbs,  browse,  and 
shrubs)  which  are  to  be  maintained  or  increased 
by  intensive  livestock  management. 

2.  Intermediate  plants  are  of  secondary  im- 
portance in  the  climax  and  are  usually  associated 
with,  or  indicators  of,  ecological  successional 
stages.  They  replace  the  desirables  as  condition 
deteriorates  and  replace  the  least  desirables  as 
condition  improves.  They  may  be  less  palatable  to 
grazing  animals  or  be  more  resistant  to  grazing 
use. 

3.  Least  desirable  plants  include  those  that  are 
definitely  the  poorer  species  in  an  ecosystem  and 
consist  principally  of  annuals,  invaders,  and  nox- 
ious and  low-value  forage  plants. 

The  erosion  condition  classes  and  the  above 
plant  classifications  result  in  the  following  range 
condition  criteria: 

1.  Good  Condition:  Composition  is  40  percent 
or  more  of  both  desirable  and  intermediate  spe- 
cies with  at  least  20  percent  made  up  of  desirable 
species.  Erosion  condition  class  is  slight  to  stable. 

2.  Fair  Condition:  Composition  is  15  to  39  per- 
cent of  desirable  and  intermediate  species  with  5 
or  more  percent  made  up  of  desirable  species. 
Erosion  condition  class  is  less  than  critical.  Also, 
those  ecosystems  where  the  composition  com- 
prises 60  percent  or  more  of  intermediate  species 
and  less  than  5  percent  of  desirable  species  will 
be  rated  fair  condition  when  the  erosion  condition 
class  is  moderate  to  stable. 

3.  Poor  Condition:  Composition  is  less  than  15 
percent  desirable  and  intermediate  species.  Ero- 
sion condition  class  is  critical  to  severe.  (It  should 
be  noted  that  if  the  erosion  condition  class  is  criti- 
cal to  severe,  the  site  is  rated  in  poor  condition 
regardless  of  the  plant  composition.) 


These  criteria  were  used  by  the  Phase  I 
watershed  survey  of  the  Uncompahgre  Basin 
Resource  Area,  1975.  For  example,  an  allotment 
in  pinyon-juniper  vegetative  type  could  have  the 
present  situation  shown  in  figure  A-8.  According 
to  these  criteria,  this  allotment  would  be  rated  in 
fair  condition  since  there  is  30  percent  composi- 
tion of  species  in  the  desirable  and  intermediate 
classes  and  the  erosion  condition  class  is  less  than 
critical. 

METHODOLOGY  FOR  DETERMINING 
PREDICTED  CHANGES  IN  RANGE 
CONDITIONS 

The  present  range  condition  information  was 
taken  from  the  area  watershed  survey  and  infor- 
mation from  allotment  management  plans  (AMPs). 
The  allotments  in  the  environmental  statement 
(ES)  area  presently  under  management  systems  or 
having  received  a  vegetation  manipulation  treat- 
ment are  reliable  indicators  of  changes  that  could 
be  expected.  Changes  recorded  in  cited  studies 
(see  chapter  3)  of  grazing  systems  in  effect  for 
several  years  and  of  vegetation  manipulations 
were  also  used  to  help  estimate  expected  changes. 
Such  cited  studies  include  Keng  and  Merrill  1960, 
Douglas  1915,  Hormay  1970,  Johnson  1965, 
McLean  and  Tisdale  1972,  and  Ratliff,  Reppert, 
and  McConnen  1972. 

An  example  of  changes  which  could  be  ex- 
pected from  implementation  of  grazing  systems  is 
a  25  percent  increase  in  range  condition  with 
deferred  rotation  according  to  studies  of  Keng 
and  Merrill  (1960).  A  25  percent  increase  under 
the  system  of  condition  classification  used  by  this 
study  would  correspond  to  a  one  condition  class 
change  under  the  BLM  system  (such  as  from  fair 
to  good  or  poor  to  fair).  Since  rest  rotation  and 
deferred  systems  are  considered  in  most  literature 
to  be  equal  to  or  superior  to  deferred  rotation  for 
vegetative  response,  it  can  be  assumed  that  allot- 
ments under  these  systems  will  respond  similarly. 

Therefore,  for  the  ES  area  it  was  concluded 
that: 

1.  All  of  the  pinyon-juniper  acreage  receiving 
chaining  and  seeding  would  change  to  good 
condition  by  2006. 

2.  All  other  vegetation  manipulations  would 
increase  range  condition  one  class  above  the 
present  situation,  for  example,  from  poor  to 
fair. 
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Percent 
Plant  Species Species  Composition 

Desirable 

Indian  ricegrass  (Orhy)  10 

Intermediate 

Needle-and-thread  (Stco)  5 

Bottlebrush  squirreltail  (Sihy)  10 

Sandberg  bluegrass  (Pose)  5 

Undesirable 

Pinyon-juniper  (Pied  and  Juos)  60 

Burro  weed  (Appl )  5 

Buckwheat  (Erio)  _5 

100 

Soil  Surface  Factor  =  50  (Moderate  Erosion 
Condition  Class) 


Figure  A-8.  Example  of  criteria  for  determining 
present  range  condition  class  on  an  allotment 
in  pinyon-juniper  vegetative  type. 
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3.  All  of  the  pinyon-juniper  type  in  poor  con- 
dition would  change  to  fair  under  rest  rotation, 
deferred  rotation,  and  deferred  systems. 
Because  of  canopy  cover  and  the  effect  of 
shading  and  water  loss,  only  one-half  of  the 
pinyon-juniper  type  in  fair  condition  and  under 
the  above  systems  would  change  to  good. 

4.  For  allotments  having  other  vegetative 
types  and  receiving  rest  rotation,  deferred  rota- 
tion, or  deferred  grazing  systems,  a  one-class 
change  in  range  condition  is  expected. 

5.  Allotments  receiving  custodial  management 
with  season-long  use  were  expected  to  remain 
in  the  same  condition  class  unless  trend  was  up- 
ward, in  which  case,  condition  class  would 
change  upward  one  class,  for  example,  from 
fair  to  good.  Allotments  receiving  custodial 
management  with  fall  or  winter  grazing  would 
also  change  upward  one  class.  All  other 
custodial  allotments  would  have  no  change  in 
range  condition  by  2006. 

For  example  5017  Green  Mountain  has  the 
present  range  condition  acreages  shown  in  table 
A-7.  The  allotment  is  proposed  for  a  three-treat- 
ment rest  rotation  system,  and  505  of  the  acres  in 
poor  condition  would  be  chained  and  seeded. 

As  a  result  of  the  chaining  and  seeding,  the  505 
acres  would  change  from  poor  to  good 
(conclusion  1  above).  All  of  the  remaining  4,105 
acres  in  poor  condition  (4,610  —  505  =  4,105), 
which  would  not  be  chained  and  seeded,  would 
change  to  fair  due  to  the  rest  rotation  grazing 
system  (conclusion  3  above).  Similarly,  of  the 
4,175  acres  presently  in  fair  condition,  half  (2,095 
acres)  would  change  to  good  condition,  while  the 
remaining  2,100  acres  would  remain  in  fair  condi- 
tion (conclusion  3  above).  As  a  result,  pinyon-  ju- 
niper in  good  condition  by  2006  would  be  1 ,530  + 
505  -I-  2,095  =  4,130;  pinyon-juniper  in  fair  condi- 
tion would  be  2,100  +  4,105  =  6,205. 

Mountain  shrub  acreage  would  remain  in  the 
same  condition  class  as  the  present,  since  it  is  in 
good  condition  already.  Fair  and  poor  condition 
classes  in  the  sagebrush  type  would  each  increase 
one  class  in  range  condition  (conclusion  4  above). 
Hence,  in  twenty  years  after  implementation  (by 
2006),  the  predicted  range  condition  classes  would 
be  as  shown  in  table  A-8. 


METHODOLOGY  FOR  DETERMINING 
PRESENT  PRODUCTION 

Present  production  was  taken  from  1963  Range 
Survey  Data  for  365,385  acres  of  the  ES  area.  For 
the  remaining  146,840  acres  of  allotted  land, 
present  livestock  and  wildlife  use  compared  with 
range  trend  and  condition  by  allotment  has  been 
used  to  establish  estimated  production  available 
for  livestock  and  wildlife  use.  Since  most  of  the 
information  on  wildlife  numbers  and  use  is  availa- 
ble by  game  management  unit,  wildlife  use  was 
prorated  to  allotments  based  on  the  percentage  of 
the  allotment  acreage  of  national  resource  lands 
(NRL)  within  the  game  management  unit.  Present 
livestock  active  use  was  accepted  as  the  amount 
of  actual  use  because  actual  use  information  is 
not  available.  Range  trend  and  condition  were 
used  to  determine  whether  the  amount  of  use  oc- 
curring under  the  present  situation  is  proper  or 
detrimental. 

Allotments  with  no  survey  data,  but  in  upward 
or  static  trend  (122,245  acres),  were  assumed  to 
have  proper  use  occurring  at  present.  Thus, 
production  is  at  least  equal  to  or  greater  than  the 
use  that  occurs.  From  a  conservative  approach, 
allotment  livestock  and  wildlife  use  under  these 
conditions  was  assumed  to  be  equal  to  allotment 
forage  production. 

On  allotments  where  there  were  no  survey  data 
available  and  range  trend  is  downward,  a  records 
search  for  a  surveyed  allotment  in  the  area  with 
similar  range  condition,  trend,  and  vegetative 
types  was  used  to  establish  an  estimated  acres  per 
animal  unit  month  (AUM)  ratio  and  resultant 
production  available  for  livestock  and  wildlife  for 
each  allotment.  This  method  of  estimating  present 
production  was  used  on  24  allotments  (24,600 
acres). 

Present  Production  Methods  Example 

Allotment  4504  Leroux  Creek  (2,555  acres)  is  in 
downward  trend  and  has  no  range  survey  data.  It 
is  composed  of  pinyon-juniper  and  mountain 
shrub  vegetative  types  in  fair  condition.  Allotment 
4507  Jay  Creek  is  a  nearby  allotment  in  the  same 
vegetative  types.  It  was  surveyed  at  13.06  acres 
per  AUM  in  1963.  Hence,  2,555  acres  ■*■  13.06 
acres  per  AUM  =  195.64  or  196  AUMs  (estimated 
production). 


A-26 


TABLE  A-7 
5017  GREEN  MOUNTAIN:  PRESENT  RANGE  CONDITION  AND  TREND 


Vegetative 

Rai 

ige  Condi 

tion 

Total 

Type 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Acres 

Pinyon-Juniper 
Mountain  Shrub 
Sagebrush 
TOTAL  ACRES 

1,530 

4,830 

630 

6,990 

4,195 

4,440 
8,635 

4,610 

590 
5,200 

10,335 
4,830 
5,660 

20,825 

TABLE  A-8 
5017  GREEN  MOUNTAIN:  PREDICTED  RANGE  CONDITION 

BY  2006 


Vegetative 

Range  Condi 

ition 

Total 

Type 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Acres 

Pinyon-Juniper 
Mountain  Shrub 
Sagebrush 

4,130 

4,830 

5,070 

14,030 

6,205 

590 
6,795 

- 

10,335 
4,830 
5,660 

TOTAL  ACRES 

0 

20,825 
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PREDICTED  PRODUCTION  METHOD- 
OLOGY 

Production  numbers  for  allotments  in  the  ES 
area  are  conservative  predictions  based  on  ex- 
perience, judgement,  and  the  use  of  applicable 
studies.  Consideration  was  first  given  to  the 
present  situation  of  each  allotment,  including  the 
following  vegetation  evaluation  components: 
present  production,  vegetative  density,  key  spe- 
cies composition,  range  condition,  and  range 
trend.  No  rigorous  estimates  were  made  solely  on 
the  basis  of  climax  vegetative  conditions  as  ad- 
justed by  existing  range  condition  class.  Rather, 
potential  productivities  of  the  soils  by  pasture  in 
each  allotment  were  calculated  on  the  basis  of 
climax  vegetation  and  used  as  a  ceiling  in  predict- 
ing future  production. 

Next,  the  proposal  for  each  allotment  was 
analyzed  with  respect  to  the  present  situation. 
Aspects  of  the  proposal  which  were  applied  in- 
clude class  of  livestock,  season  of  use,  grazing 
system  including  improvements  and  vegetative 
manipulations,  and  an  estimate  of  the  present 
amount  of  wildlife  use. 

From  this  analysis,  predictions  were  made  for 
each  allotment  with  and  without  the  proposal.  Ap- 
plicable studies  include  studies  of  similar  allot- 
ment management  plans  (AMPs)  in  the  Montrose 
District  and  cited  studies,  such  as  Douglas  1915, 
Keng  and  Merrill  1960,  Hormay  1970,  Johnson 
1965,  McLean  and  Tisdale  1972,  and  Ratliff, 
Reppert,  and  McConnen  1972.  These  cited  studies 
were  related  to  this  area  by  considering  the 
overall  climate  of  this  area  in  relation  to  the  cli- 
mates of  the  cited  studies.  The  twenty-year  time 
frame  was  established  as  a  consistent  reference 
point  in  time  for  evaluation  of  all  allotments  in 
the  ES  area. 

Predicted  Production  Methods  Example 

Allotment  5017  Green  Mountain  has  vegetative 
production  of  2,825  AUMs  available  for  livestock 
and  wildlife  use  (1963  range  survey).  Its  present 
vegetative  density  and  key  species  composition 
are  shown  in  table  A-9,  and  its  acreage  breaks 
down  by  vegetative  type  into  the  range  condition 
classes  shown  in  table  A-7  (cited  previously).  All 
20,825  acres  are  in  downward  trend. 

The  proposal  would  allow  639  AUMs  of  cattle 
use  and  1,021  AUMs  of  sheep  use  under  a  spring- 
summer-fall,  three-treatment  rest  rotation  system, 


with  1,165  AUMs  of  wildlife  use.  The  proposal 
also  includes  5.5  miles  of  fence  for  dividing  the 
allotment  into  four  pastures,  sixteen  reservoirs 
and  troughs,  and  505  acres  of  chaining  and  seed- 
ing. Considering  the  system  proposed  and  the 
present  situation,  etc.,  the  2006  production  is  pre- 
dicted to  be  3,725  AUMs  for  livestock  and  wil- 
dlife use,  with  the  vegetative  densities  a  key  spe- 
cies composition  shown  in  table  A- 10  and  the 
range  condition  classes  shown  in  table  A-8  (cited 
previously). 

PROCEDURES  FOR  ESTIMATING  SOIL 
PRODUCTIVITY  POTENTIAL  BY 
SOIL  ASSOCIATION/VEGETATIVE 
TYPE 

Step  1 

The  first  step  was  to  determine  the  total  pounds 
of  vegetation  that  would  be  produced  per  acre 
within  each  of  the  soil  associations.  The  produc- 
tion potential  (total  pounds  of  dry  vegetation)  for 
the  individual  soils  was  obtained  from  Soil  Con- 
servation Service  (SCS)  Soil  Survey  reports,  prin- 
tout, and  range  site  description.  (Each  soil  has 
been  placed  in  a  range  site  by  the  SCS,  and  then, 
through  clippings,  each  site  has  been  rated  for  its 
potential  to  produce  vegetation  in  an  average  year 
based  on  climax  vegetation.)  The  potential  for  the 
association  was  obtained  by  taking  the  percent  of 
individual  soils  in  the  association  and  multiplying 
this  by  its  production  potential  and  then  adding 
them  together  for  a  weighted  average.  Figure  A-9 
shows,  as  an  example,  the  total  production  by  soil 
association  for  5017  Green  Mountain  allotment. 

Step  2 

In  each  pasture,  soil  associations  were 
identified  by  vegetative  type,  and  the  number  of 
acres  within  each  category  was  measured  by 
planimeter  or  by  subjective  review  or  (if  all  the 
area  in  a  pasture  was  NRL  and  in  the  same  soil 
association  and  vegetation  type)  by  taking  the 
acreage  directly  from  the  AMP. 

Step  3 

After  the  number  of  acres  in  each  pasture  by 
association/vegetation  type  was  determined,  it 
was  multiplied  by  the  soil  productivity  potential 
for  that  association,  giving  the  total  pounds  of 
vegetation  that  would  be  potentially  produced. 
The  potential  production  was  then  divided  by  a 
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TABLE  A-9 
5017  GREEN  MOUNTAIN:  PRESENT  VEGETATIVE  DENSITY 
AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION 


Vegetative 
Type 

Percent 
Veg.  Dens. 

Percent 
Kocr 

Key  Species 
Orhy 

;  Composition 
Amal    Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 
Mountain  Shrub 
Sagebrush 

40 
55 
42 

24 
20 

T 
5 

1 
20 
5 

Note:  T  =  trace.  Kocr  =  Koeleria  cristata  (Junegrass);  Orhy  = 
Oryzopsis  hymenoides  (Indian  ricegrass);  Amal  =  Amelanchier 
alni folia  (common  serviceberry) ;  Atca  =  Atriplex  canescens 
(fourwing  saltbush). 


TABLE  A- 10 
5017  GREEN  MOUNTAIN:  PREDICTED  VEGETATIVE  DENSITY 
AND  KEY  SPECIES  COMPOSITION  BY  2006 


Vegetative 
Type 

Percent 
Veg.  Dens. 

Percent 
Kocr 

Key  Species 
Orhy 

;  Composition 
Amal    Atca 

Pinyon-Juniper 
Mountain  Shrub 
Sagebrush 

60 
65 

55 

25 
25 

10 
10 

10 
25 
10 

Note:  See  note  to  table  A-9  for  key  species. 
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requirement  of   1,800  pounds  per  AUM  (900  for  without  deteriorating  the  range,  as  well  as  includ- 

livestock    consumption    and   900    for   soil   protec-  ing  unsuitable  forage,   etc.  This   step  resulted   in 

tion),  which  would  be  the  amount  of  vegetation  the    potential    number   of   AUMs    that   a    pasture 

that   would    be    necessary    to    maintain    an    AUM  would  be  able  to  support. 
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APPENDIX  5 

METHODOLOGIES  FOR  DETERMINING  BIG  GAME 

POPULATIONS  AND  BIG  GAME   BROWSE  CONDITIONS; 

ELK  AND  DEER  CRUCIAL  WINTER  AREAS  WITH   PROPOSED 

ALLOTMENTS,  LIVESTOCK  CLASS,  AND  SEASON  OF  USE 
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METHODOLOGY  FOR  DERIVING  BIG 
GAME  POPULATIONS 

The  formulas  used  to  derive  the  big  game  popu- 
lations were  provided  by  the  Colorado  Division  of 
Wildlife.  They  are  as  follows: 

1.  Deer:  (Harvest  X  2)  2  =  Base  Population  June  1  This  for- 
mula assumes  a  total  mortality  other  than  harvest  that  is 
equal  to  the  harvest  (Harvest  X  2).  It  also  assumes  that  deer 
produce  at  the  rate  of  50  percent  of  base  population. 

2.  Elk:  (Harvest  X  1.5)  -  0.4  =  Base  Population  June  I 

This  formula  assumes  that  elk  populations  have 
a  natural  mortality  equal  to  1.5  times  the  harvest 
and  that  elk  produce  at  40  percent  of  the  base 
population.  These  formulas  are  for  either-sex 
hunting  and  for  herds  that  are  maintaining  their 
populations.  Harvest  would  have  to  be  doubled 
for  bucks-only  or  bulls-only  harvest;  and  adjust- 
ments would  have  to  be  made  for  increasing  or 
decreasing  herds. 

Populations  for  the  ES  area  were  calculated 
using  these  formulas.  After  a  population  figure 
was  determined  for  the  game  management  unit 
(GMU),  the  amount  or  percentage  of  national 
resource  lands  (NRL)  within  the  winter  range  was 
determined.  This  percentage  was  applied  to  the 
population,  and  the  number  of  animals  dependent 
on  NRL  some  time  during  the  year,  primarily 
winter,  was  determined.  Deer  use  on  NRL 
averaged  36  percent  in  the  ES  area,  and  elk  use 
averaged  12  percent.  These  populations  are  shown 
in  tables  2-17  and  2-20. 

METHODOLOGY     FOR     TABLES     ON 
PRESENT  BROWSE  CONDITION 

Forty-two  browse  transects  were  run  in  1975  to 
determine  browse  condition  and  class.  These 
transects  utilized  standard  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  (BLM)  guidelines  established  in 
Manual  6630.  They  were  run  throughout  the  Un- 
compahgre  Basin  Resource  Area  by  wildlife  biolo- 
gists. 

The  transects  were  grouped  according  to  allot- 
ment, and  the  condition  of  the  allotment  was 
determined  by  averaging  the  transects  and  apply- 
ing this  average  to  a  standard  for  good,  fair,  and 
poor  condition  (good  =  80  to  100  satisfactory 
plants;  fair  =  40  to  79  satisfactory  plants;  and 
poor  =  0  to  39  satisfactory  plants).  Then  these 
ratings  were  grouped  according  to  planning  units 
in  the  resource  area.   Percentages  of  good,   fair, 


and  poor  allotments  were  determined,  and  these 
percentages  were  applied  to  the  crucial  area  acre- 
ages within  the  allotments  according  to  what 
planning  unit  they  are  in.  This  gave  the  number  of 
acres  within  each  class  within  each  allotment  as 
shown  in  tables  2-13,  2-14,  2-15,  and  2-16. 

In  allotments  where  transects  were  run,  the  al- 
lotments were  considered  by  themselves.  For  ex- 
ample, if  a  transect  showed  good  browse  condi- 
tion and  it  was  the  only  transect  run  in  that  allot- 
ment, the  entire  allotment  was  considered  in  good 
condition;  if  the  transects  showed  70  percent  in 
poor  condition  and  30  percent  in  fair  condition, 
these  percentages  were  applied  to  the  acres  of 
crucial  area  within  that  allotment  to  determine  the 
acres  in  each  category. 

Allotments  in  noncrucial  areas  were  only  those 
where  pinyon  juniper,  sagebrush,  or  mountain 
shrub  is  located;  therefore,  not  all  allotments  or 
all  acreages  appear  in  these  tables.  These  three 
vegetation  types  were  rated  as  providing  the  bulk 
of  winter  forage  for  deer  or  similar  ranges  in  Utah 
(U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  1974,  p.  28). 

METHODOLOGY     FOR     TABLES     ON 
FUTURE  BROWSE  CONDITION 

The  assumption  was  made  that  the  vegetative 
density  predicted  in  the  vegetation  section  would 
occur.  The  present  density  was  subtracted  from 
the  future  density,  yielding  the  net  increase.  This 
net  increase  was  assumed  to  be  equal  to  the  pre- 
dicted percent  increase  of  satisfactory  browse 
plants  (primarily  in  the  seedling  and  young  plant 
classes). 

The  percent  increase  was  then  multiplied  by  the 
number  of  satisfactory  plants  in  each  of  the  42 
browse  transects.  This  gave  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  satisfactory  plants.  This  was  then 
added  to  the  original  number  to  obtain  the  number 
of  satisfactory  plants  in  the  future.  This  number 
was  then  compared  to  the  criteria  established  for 
determining  good,  fair,  and  poor,  and  the  future 
browse  condition  was  determined.  An  example  is 
shown  in  figure  A-10. 

By  applying  the  methodology  for  tables  2-13 
through  2-16,  showing  present  browse  condition, 
the  number  of  acres  in  good,  fair,  and  poor  condi- 
tion were  determined  and  these  figures  are  shown 
in  tables  3-11,  3-12,  and  3-13,  showing  future 
browse  condition. 
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Let: 

D  =  Percent  Density  Change 

Pp  =  Present  Percent  Density  of  pinyon-juniper,  mountain  shrub, 

sagebrush 
Pf  =  Future  Percent  Density 
Sp  =  Number  of  Satisfactory  Plants  -  Present 
Sc  =  Number  of  Satisfactory  Plants  -  Change 
Sf  =  Number  of  Satisfactory  Plants  -  Future 

Allotment  5516  Piney 

Pf  -  Pp  =  D  0.100  -  0.75  =  0.25 

D  X  Sp  =  SC  0.25  X  78    =  19.5 

Sc  +  Sp  =  SF  19.5   +78    =  97.5 

Browse  Condition  Criteria 

Good  -  80  to  100  Satisfactory  Plants 
Fair  -  40  to  79  Satisfactory  Plants 
Poor  -  0  to  39  Satisfactory  Plants 

These  condition  criteria  are  based  on  BLM  Manual  6600.24  and 
adjusted  to  three  species  (pinyon-juniper,  mountain  shrub,  and 
sagebrush).  The  5516  Piney  and  the  5507  Pipeline  allotments 
changed  condition  class;  all  others  remained  in  their  respective 
condition  class. 


Figure  A- 10.  Example  of  how  to  determine  future  browse  condition 
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TABLE  A- 11 
DEER  CRUCIAL  WINTER  AREAS  WITH  PROPOSED  ALLOTMENTS,  LIVESTOCK  CLASS,  AND  SEASON  OF  USE 


Crucial 

Allotment  & 
Proposed  Management  b/ 

Acres 

Livestock 
Class-AUMs  c/ 

Season  of 

Area  a/ 

Crucial     Total 

Use 

Deer  Basin 


Negro  Mesa 


Oak  Creek 


Camp  Ridge 
Dry  Mesa 
Cottonwood  Mesa 

Monitor  Mesa 

Winter  Mesa 
Camel  Back 

Pea  Green 


Leroux  Creek 


Horse  Park 


4017  Alkali  Flats, 
Pi  pel ine  Pasture  (RR) 

4516  North  Fork: 
Subunit  M  Deer  Basin, 
Deer  Basin  Pasture  (RR) 

4017  Alkali  Flats, 
Pi  pel ine  Pasture  (RR) 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon, 
Pasture  #4  (RR) 


4024  Dirty  George, 

South  Branch  Pasture  (RR) 

4025  Ward  Creek-Doughspoon, 
Pasture  #1  (RR) 


4001  Dominguez  (RR) 


4006  Dry  Mesa: 

Subunit  B  Dry  Mesa  (RR) 

4005  Fall  Cabin  (C) 

4007  Sawmill  Mesa  (D) 

4008  25  Mesa  (D) 


4010  Monitor  Mesa  (RR) 

4014  Joker  (C) 

4010  Monitor  Mesa  (RR) 


4012  Canal  , 
Pasture  4  (RR) 


4012  Canal, 
Pastures  3  &  4  (RR) 

4013  Ben  Lowe, 
Ben  Lowe  & 

Cedar  Pastures  (RR) 

4503  Stingley  Gulch  (RR) 
4549  Dry  Creek  (DR) 


4504  Leroux  Creek  (RR) 
4506  Oak  Mesa: 

Subunit  G  (RR) 

Subunit  H  (RR) 


320  6,135 

960  3,440 

240  6,135 

240  3,730 

800  1,165 

840  3,460 

15,360  58,335 

8,480  16,265 


360 


360 


1,840  12,095 
600  10,405 


3,280  15,735 

560  1,835 

4,480  15,735 

840  2,690 

1,240  6,170 

2,120  3,435 


1,080   1,080 
1,200   3,110 


1,595   2,555 

320    600 

750     750 


S-256 

12/01-05/07 

S-334 

11/16-04/17 

S-256 

12/01-05/07 

C-87 

05/11-06/15 
10/16-11/15 

C-123 

05/16-06/15 
10/16-11/01 

C-95 

05/11-06/15 
10/16-11/15 

C-2,068 

04/16-05/15 
10/16-01/30 

C-489 

05/08-05/31 
11/01-12/31 

C-18 

C-341 
C-773 

05/11-05/31 
10/16-10/31 
11/01-12/15 
10/15-02/28 
05/03-05/05 

C- 1,174 
C-87 

05/16-05/31 
10/16-11/30 
05/21-10/31 

C-1,174 

05/16-05/31 
10/16-11/30 

C-261 

05/15-07/31 
10/16-11/15 

C-545 
C-297 

05/15-07/31 
10/16-11/15 
05/21-05/31 

11/16-11/30 

C-98 
C-193 

05/10-06/09 
05/16-06/15 
10/01-11/03 

C-190 

05/16-09/15 

S-18 
S-40 

09/15-09/21 
06/23-06/30 
08/15-08/28 

a/  Identified  by  geographical  feature. 

b_/  RR  =  rest  rotation;  DR  =  deferred  rotation;  C  =  custodial;  E  =  elimination  of  grazing. 

c/  C  =  cattle;  S  =  sheep;  H  =  domestic  horses. 
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TABLE  A- 11 


DEER  CRUCIAL  WINTER  AREAS  WITH  PROPOSED  ALLOTMENTS,  LIVESTOCK  CLASS 

,  AND  SEASON  OF 

USE  (cont.) 

Crucial 

Allotment  & 
Proposed  Management  b/ 

Ac 

res 

Livestock 
Class-AUMs  c/ 

Season  of 

Area  a/ 

Crucial 

Total 

Use 

Oak  Mesa 

4507  Jay  Creek  (RR) 

2,340 

9,205 

C- 1,033 

05/16-10/31 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek  (C) 

240 

430 

C-66 

05/20-06/15 
09/15-10/30 

Wakefield  Mesa 

4507  Jay  Creek  (RR) 

1,600 

9,205 

C-1,033 

05/16-10/31 

4511  Overland  (C) 

160 

160 

C-14 

06/16-06/30 
10/16-10/30 

4512  East  Roatcap  (C) 

30 

30 

C-10 

06/19-10/12 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

Subunit  I  Roatcap  (RR) 

920 

2,120 

C-225 

05/16-06/15 
09/01-09/30 

Fry  Mesa 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

Subunit  I  Roatcap  (RR) 

320 

2,120 

C-225 

05/16-06/15 
09/01-09/30 

Subunit  J  Terror  Creek  (RR) 

4,435 

C-444 

05/27-06/15 

09/01-10/30 

Terror  Creek 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 
Subunit  J 

Terror  Creek  (RR) 

1,720 

4,435 

C-444 

05/27-06/15 
09/01-10/30 

4515  Freeman  Gulch 

320 

620 

C-53 

06/01-10/31 

Paonia  Reservoir 

4525  Anthracite  Creek  (RR) 

680 

1,115 

C-117 

06/04-09/01 

Watson  Flats 

None 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Minnesota  Creek 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain  (RR) 

2,160 

4,930 

C-574 

05/11-06/15 
09/16-10/20 

4528  Oak  Ridge  (RR) 

520 

3,600 

C-238 

05/20-06/15 
10/01-11/04 

Reynolds  Creek 

4529  Reynolds  Creek  (DR) 

1,080 

1,200 

C-158 

06/05-06/20 
10/06-10/11 

4530  McDonald  Mesa  (DR) 

2,040 

3,185 

C-122 

05/01-06/20 
10/07-10/13 

4537  Young's  Peak: 

280 

2,260 

C-113 

05/15-07/14 

Subunit  Q  Young's  Peak  (RR) 

09/01-09/30 

Fruitland  Mesa 

5011  Gould  Reservoir  (RR) 

1,680 

2,825 

C-203 

05/05-06/30 
09/05-10/31 

5012  Cedar  Point  (C) 

120 

620 

C-55 

05/30-06/30 
09/01-09/30 

5013  Iron  Canyon  (RR) 

920 

1,335 

C-63 

05/15-07/10 
09/06-10/31 

5014  Poison  Springs  (RR) 

1,450 

1,570 

C-66 

05/15-07/14 
09/01-10/31 

5017  Green  Mountain  (RR) 

13,440 

20,825 

S-1,021 
C-639 

05/15-07/04 
09/15-11/12 
05/15-07/14 

5038  Red  Canyon  (C) 

80 

80 

C-3 

05/10-10/30 

5039  Onion  Valley  (C) 

40 

40 

C-16 
H-l 

07/01-09/01 
09/01-11/15 

Black  Ridge 

4516  North  Fork: 

Subunit  M  Deer  Basin, 

3,725 

3,725 

S-102 

11/16-04/17 

Smith  Fork  Pasture  (RR) 

5020  Black  Ridge  (RR) 

6,875 

6,875 

S-400 

04/04-08/31 

5022  Rabbit  Gulch  (D) 

1,250 

1,250 

C-35 

11/10-12/14 
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TABLE  A- 11 


DEER  CRUCIAL 

WINTER  AREAS  WITH  PROPOSED  ALLOTMENTS,  LIVESTOCK  CLASS 

,  AND  SEASON  OF 

USE  (cont.) 

Crucial 

Allotment  & 
Proposed  Management  b/ 

Ac 

res 

Livestock 
Class-AUMs  c/ 

Season  of 

Area  a/ 

Crucial 

Total 

Use 

Dry  Fork  Esci 

ilante 

5502  Sandy  Wash  (RR) 

2.560 

7,530 

S-707 

12/01-03/16 

5505  Transfer  (D) 

2,000 

2,970 

C-214 

10/16-11/16 

5507  Pipeline  (RR) 

3,080 

19,190 

C-1,560 

03/16-05/09 
10/16-12/07 

5513  Dry  Creek  Basin  (D) 

1,760 

5,425 

S-300 

11/01-01/31 

5516  Piney  (RR) 

680 

8,335 

C-540 
H-17 

06/01-10/31 

Highway  90 

5507  Pipeline  (RR) 
5521  Highway  90, 

5,360 

19,190 

C-1,560 

03/16-05/09 
10/16-12/07 

Pastures  4  &  6  (RR) 

1,000 

2,465 

S-117 

03/25-06/02 

Happy  Canyon 

5522  Beaver  Hill  (RR) 
5517  Spring  Creek 

2,160 

19,785 

S-934 

05/16-06/30 
10/01-10/20 
12/08-12/28 

Canyon  (C) 

440 

440 

C-35 

05/31-10/15 

Log  Hil 1  Mesa  None 
Ridgway  Area  None 
Along  Highway  550  5529  Log  Hill  (RR) 

5530  Billy  Creek  (RR) 


5552  Dallas  (E) 

5553  Fisher  Creek  (E) 
5557  Alkali  (E) 

5560  Cookie  Tree  (E) 
5572  McKenzie  Creek  (E) 


Cerro  Summit 


5003  Selig  Canal : 
Subunit  T 

Rawhide-Coffeepot  (C] 

5569  Hairpin  (RR) 


120 

4,345 

C-153 

05/16-06/13 
10/16-10/31 

240 

3,995 

C-135 

05/10-06/25 
08/20-09/25 

H-2 

05/10-06/25 

80 

240 

El imi nation 

480 

480 

El imi nation 

160 

485 

Elimination 

280 

640 

El imination 

110 

110 

El imination 

480 

2,005 

S-32 

05/16-05/25 
10/01-10/10 

500 

500 

S-19 

10/01-10/06 

TOTALS 


113,745  301,415  d/    17,762  d/ 


d/  An  allotment  or  allotment  subunit  may  be  listed  more  than  once  because  it  falls  into  more 
than  one  crucial  area.  However,  the  total  acreage  and  the  AUMs  for  each  allotment  or  sub- 
unit  were  added  in  only  once  when  these  columns  were  totaled. 
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TABLE  A-12 
ELK  CRUCIAL  WINTER  AREAS  WITH  PROPOSED  ALLOTMENTS,  LIVESTOCK  CLASS,  AND  SEASON  OF  USE 


Crucial 

Allotment 
&  Grazing  System  b/ 

Ac 

res 

Livestock 
Class-AUMs  c/ 

Season  of 

Area  a/ 

Crucial 

Total 

Use 

Leroux  Creek 

4503  Stingley  Creek  (RR) 

240 

1,080 

C-98 

05/10-06/09 

4549  Dry  Creek  (DR) 

560 

3,110 

C-193 

05/16-06/15 
10/01-11/03 

Horse  Park 

4504  Leroux  Creek  (RR) 
4506  Oak  Mesa: 

1,600 

2,555 

C-190 

05/16-09/15 

Subunit  G  (RR) 

80 

1,350 

S-18 

09/15-09/21 

4507  Jay  Creek  (RR) 

480 

9,205 

C-1,033 

05/16-10/30 

Oak  Mesa 

4507  Jay  Creek  (RR) 

1,600 

9,205 

C-1,033 

05/16-10/30 

4509  Upper  Jay  Creek  (C) 

300 

430 

C-66 

05/20-06/15 
09/15-10/30 

Wakefield  Mesa 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

Subunit  I  Roatcap  (RR) 

1,800 

2,120 

C-225 

05/16-06/15 
09/01-09/30 

Fry  Mesa 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 

Subunit  I  Roatcap  (RR) 

80 

2,120 

C-225 

05/16-06/15 
09/01-09/30 

Subunit  J  Terror 

Creek  (RR) 

240 

4,435 

C-444 

05/27-06/15 
09/01-10/30 

Terror  Creek 

4513  Stevens  Gulch: 
Subunit  J  Terror 

Creek  (RR) 

1,240 

4,435 

C-444 

05/27-06/15 
09/01-10/30 

4515  Freeman  Gulch  (C) 

280 

620 

C-53 

06/01-10/31 

Paonia  Reservoir 

4520  Spring  Creek  (C) 

120 

120 

C-25 

06/12-09/15 

Watson  Flats 

None 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Minnesota  Creek 

4527  Jumbo  Mountain  (RR) 

1,120 

4,930 

C-574 

05/11-06/15 
09/16-10/20 

4528  Oak  Ridge  (RR) 

320 

3,600 

C-238 

05/21-06/15 
10/16-11/04 

Reynolds  Creek 

4529  Reynolds  Creek  (DR) 

560 

1,200 

C-158 

06/05-06/20 
10/06-10/11 

4530  McDonald  Mesa  (DR) 

520 

3,185 

C-122 

05/01-06/20 
10/07-10/13 

4540  North  Saddle  Peak  (DR)  120 

240 

C-33 

06/01-08/31 

TOTALS 

11,260 

38,180  d/ 

3,470  d/ 

a/  Identified  by  geographical  feature. 

b/  RR  =  rest  rotation;  DR  =  deferred  rotation;  C  =  custodial. 

c/  C  =  cattle;  S  =  sheep. 

d_/  An  allotment  or  allotment  subunit  may  be  listed  more  than  once  because  it  falls  into  more 

than  one  crucial  area.  However,  the  total  acreage  and  the  AUMs  for  each  allotment  or  subunit 

were  added  in  only  once  when  these  columns  were  totaled. 
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RECORDED  ARCHEOLOGICAL  SITES  IN  THE  ES  AREA 


Appendices 


Appendices 


PROCEDURES     USED     TO     IDENTIFY 
ARCHEOLOGICAL  SITES 

The  identification  of  cultural  resources  within 
the  environmental  statement  (ES)  area  was  ac- 
complished in  three  ways: 

1.  comprehensive  literature  search  of 
published  and  unpublished  accounts  of 
archeological  research  in  the  area; 

2.  search  of  the  Office  of  the  Slate 
Archaeologist's  site  files; 

3.  statistically  reliable  sampling  inventory  of 
the  area  by  the  University  of  Colorado  (CU)  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  predictive  probability 
model  of  site  location. 

Results    of    Literature    Search    and    Site 
File  Search 

Prior  to  the  implementation  of  the  ES  study,  a 
variety  of  research  had  been  carried  out  within 
the  bounds  of  the  ES  area.  Much  of  the  work  had 
been  done  during  the  1930s  and  1940s  by  amateur, 
semi-professional,  and  professional  archeologists 
(cf.  Huscher  1939,  Huscher  and  Huscher  1940, 
Huscher  and  Huscher  1943,  Schroeder  1953, 
Wormington  and  Lister  1956,  Hurst  1957, 
Schroeder  1964,  Peterson  1970). 

During  the  1950s  a  review  of  the  accumulated 
data  was  begun  by  Wormington  and  Lister  (1956). 
It  culminated  in  the  definition  of  the  Uncompah- 
gre  Complex.  The  Uncompahgre  Complex  has 
been  defined  as  a  continuous  localized  cultural 
manifestation  (identified  by  certain  artifact  types) 
of  the  archaic  stage  of  development.  Human 
adaptation  manifests  itself  as  archeological  sites 
relecting  effective  and  efficient  exploitation  of  all 
ecological  zones  within  the  area.  The  presumed 
level  of  human  development  was  a  hunting-gather- 
ing level  of  society  that  revolved  around  a 
seasonal  round  of  hunting  and  gathering  of  food 
resources  in  the  various  local  ecozones.  Twelve 
different  phases  have  been  identified  within  the 
complex  that  reflect  specific  responses  to  outside 
influence  and  environmental  change  through  time. 
The  earliest  identified  phase  dates  from  8000  B.C. 
and  defines  a  paleo-Indian  period  of  use  and  oc- 
cupation. The  final  phase  ends  about  A.D.  1880 
with  the  movement  of  the  Utes  out  of  the  Un- 
compahgre area.  The  occupation  of  the  area  has 
been  demonstrated  to  have  been  continuous  with 
changes  in  artifact  styles  which  probably  reflect 
corresponding  adaptations  to  changes  in  the  en- 


vironment and  outside  influence.  The  archaic 
style  of  life  did  not  dramatically  change,  however, 
until  the  advent  of  intensive  white  contact.  The 
seasonal  round  followed  by  the  groups  residing  in 
the  Uncompahgre  area  has  been  defined  as  being 
very  similar  to  the  lifestyle  of  the  contact  period 
Utes. 

This  inventory  work  was  expanded  by  Buckles 
(1971),  and  since  that  time  professional  archeolo- 
gists have  been  working  in  the  area  for  various 
governmental  agencies.  The  result  of  recent  in- 
ventories has  been  further  substantiation  of  the 
previous  works  that  defined  the  aboriginal  use  of 
the  area  (cf.  Lister  and  Sandburg  1963,  Smith 
1966,  Jennings  1968,  Buckles  1968,  Ambler  1969, 
Breternitz  1973,  Bretemitz  et  al.  1974,  Carpenter 
and  Stiger  1975,  Breternitz  and  Breternitz  1975, 
Williams  1975,  Breternitz  and  Williams  1976). 

Results    of    the    University    of    Colorado 
Sampling  Study 

Before  the  implementation  of  the  CU  study,  ap- 
proximately 14,045  acres  of  the  ES  area  had  been 
inventoried,  as  a  result  of  Montrose  District  needs 
to  clear  specific  project  areas.  This  inventoried 
area  cannot  be  considered  statistically  reliable  for 
projection  purposes.  However,  this  acreage  ac- 
counts for  approximately  2.75  percent  of  the  total 
ES  area.  The  2.75  percent  previously  inventoried 
and  the  statistically  sampled  area  bring  the  total 
area  inventoried  to  approximately  4  percent. 

The  CU  study  team  utilized  a  stratified  random 
sampling  design  to  sample  the  ES  area.  A  detailed 
analysis  of  the  research  design,  results  of  the  sur- 
vey, and  the  predictive  model  is  available  at  the 
Montrose  District  Office.  The  project  area  was 
subdivided  according  to  topographic  situation  and 
was  broken  down  as  follows:  river  bottom,  talus, 
mesa  top/terrace/bench,  "adobe"  hills  (a  badlands 
topography  of  decomposed  Mancos  shale),  and 
canyon  rim.  The  land  was  then  examined  in  each 
major  drainage,  and  a  stratification  and  distribu- 
tion of  sample  areas  was  produced.  The  sample 
areas  were  then  examined  on  foot  by  the  team.  In 
the  various  topographic  zones,  118  sites  were 
recorded.  Predictive  probability  statements  were 
then  generated,  based  on  sites  recovered.  Prelimi- 
nary calculations  indicate  that  the  sample  is  accu- 
rate to  the  0.001  level  of  significance  with  4 
degrees  of  freedom. 

The  raw  score  predictions  indicate  that  there 
may  be  6,050  sites  in  the  ES  area.  Sites  are  more 
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likely  to  occur  on  canyon  rims,  terrace/mesa 
tops/bench,  and  talus  slopes.  Specific  predictions 
are  as  follows:  rim  areas  1,395  sites;  terrace/mesa 
top/bench,  2,827;  talus,  1,733;  adobe  hill,  78;  val- 
ley bottom,  17. 

In  view  of  the  nonrandom  nature  of  site  loca- 
tion, the  temporal  span  of  site  types,  the  topo- 
graphic discontinuity  of  the  area,  and  the  low 
level  of  inventory,  extreme  caution  must  be  exer- 
cised in  the  interpretation  of  the  predictive  model. 


Appkndices 

The  degree  of  concentration  of  sites  in  examined 
parcels  suggests  that  the  predictive  statement  for 
terrace  and  valley  bottom  may  be  somewhat  un- 
derestimated, and  that  the  total  number  of  canyon 
rim  sites  may  be  slightly  higher  than  predicted. 
The  low  level  of  statistical  inventory  and  the  low 
level  of  total  land  use  area  inventoried  does  not 
lend  itself  well  to  extremely  confident  predictive 
statements. 
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APPENDIX  7 
HISTORIC  SITES   IN  THE  ES  AREA 
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Appfndicks 


APPENDIX  8 

METHODOLOGY  FOR  DETERMINING  VISUAL  RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT  CLASSES,  VISUAL  IMPACTS,  AND  IMPACT 

MITIGATION 


Appendices 


DETERMINATION  OF  VISUAL 

RESOURCE    MANAGEMENT    (VRM) 
CLASSES 

VRM  classes  comprise  scenery  quality,  visual 
sensitivity  levels,  and  distance  zones. 

Scenery  quality  is  determined  from  a  quantified 
scenic  evaluation  process.  Three  quality  ratings 
result:  outstanding  (A),  characteristic  (B),  and 
minimal  (C). 

Visual  sensitivity  levels  are  an  index  of  the 
relative  importance  or  value  of  visual  response  to 
an  area.  Commonly  considered  criteria  are: 

1.  Traffic  counts  for  highways  and  roads; 

2.  Recreation  uses  of  public  land  types,  use  counts,  local,  re- 
gional, national  significance; 

3.  Community  attitudes; 

4.  Land  use  relationships 

Distance  zones  are  important  because,  in  most 
cases,  the  closer  viewers  are  to  an  object,  the 
more  contrast  or  detail  they  see.  The  distance 
zones  are: 

1.  Foreground:  from  0  mile  to  0.5-1  mile; 

2.  Middleground:  from  0.5-1  mile  to  3-5  miles; 

3.  Background:  from  3-5  miles  to  15  miles; 

4.  Seldom  seen:  beyond  15  miles  or  in  closer  areas  which  are 
screened  by  landform  or  vegetation  from  the  common  view- 
ing points.  After  the  above  VRM  class  combinations  are 
determined,  they  are  then  compared  with  a  chart  (figure  A- 
II)  to  determine  the  VRM  classes. 


DETERMINATION 
PACT 


OF     VISUAL     IM- 


Whether  or  not  a  proposed  project  would  create 
a  visual  impact  is  determined  through  the  use  of 
a  contrast  rating.  Each  type  of  proposed  project 


is  quantitatively  analyzed  to  determine  (predict) 
what  contrast  each  would  create  in  the 
foreground,  middleground,  and  background 
distance  zones,  i.e.,  what  deviations  from  the 
form,  line,  color,  and  texture  of  the  surface  and 
vegetation  caused  by  the  addition  of  structures  or 
alterations  to  the  existing  landscapes.  Initially, 
this  analysis  is  not  site  specific  but  assumes  op- 
timum viewing  conditions.  The  contrast  ratings 
(numerical  scores)  are  then  compared  with  the  nu- 
merical limits  for  each  VRM  class.  Contrast 
ratings  greater  than  the  limits  for  the  VRM 
classes  create  discordant  deviations  and  are  con- 
sidered to  be  visual  impacts.  Those  contrast 
ratings  within  the  limits  of  the  VRM  classes 
create  harmonious  deviations  and  are  not  con- 
sidered to  be  visual  impacts.  Table  3-15,  Visual 
Impact  Summary  (see  chapter  3),  displays  the 
results  of  this  step  of  the  analysis.  The  next  step 
carries  the  analysis  to  the  site  specific  or  project 
level.  Every  proposed  project  is  examined  to  see 
in  which  VRM  class  area  it  lies  and  is  analyzed 
for  design  and  visibility  characteristics  which  may 
increase  or  decrease  the  contrast  rating  and  con- 
sequently visual  impact. 

IMPACT  MITIGATION 

Mitigation  of  visual  impacts  involves  implemen- 
tation of  design  measures  to  reduce  the  contrast 
changes  to  landform  and  vegetation  caused  by  the 
addition  of  structures  or  alterations  to  the  existing 
environment,  to  bring  the  numerical  scores  for 
contrasts  within  or  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
limits  for  the  VRM  class. 
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VISUAL  ! 
HIGH 

SENSITIVITY  LEVEL 
MEDIUM 

u 

LOW 

SPECIAL  AREAS 

1      1      1 

1      1      1 

1 

A 

II     II     II 

II     II     II 

1 1 

SCENERY    B 

II    III     IV 

III     IV     IV 

IV 

CLASS  \J 

C 

III     IV     IV 

IV     IV     IV 

IV 

FG     BG     SS     FG     BG     SS 
VISUAL  ZONES  ZJ 

SS 

\J   SCENERY  QUALITY  INVENTORY     A,  B,  C 

1J   VISUAL  SENSITIVITY  LEVEL      High 

Med  i  urn 
Low 

jy  VISUAL  ZONES                 FG  -  Foreground-M i dd 1 eground 

BG  -  Background 
SS  -  Seldom  Seen 

Note:   Class  I  applies  only  to  classified  special  areas, 
e.g.,  wilderness,  primitive,  natural  areas,  etc. 
The  quality  standard  is  established  through 
legislation  or  policy. 


Figure  A-ll.  Chart  for  determining  VRM  classes 
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APPENDIX  9 

PRIMITIVE  AREA  MANAGEMENT  POLICY  AS  SET  FORTH   IN 
THE  COLORADO   SUPPLEMENT  TO   BLM  MANUAL  6621 


Appendices 

K.  GRAZING. 

Grazing  of  domestic  livestock  may  be  permitted 
by  the  authorized  officer  under  such  conditions 
and  restrictions  as  he  deems  necessary  to 
preserve  primitive  values. 

1.  A  grazing  management  system  should  be 
developed  to  minimize  the  impact  of  grazing  on 
natural  processes.  Minimization  of  changes  in 
plant  composition  and  water  quality  should  be 


considered  in  development  of  the  grazing  pro- 
gram. A  program  to  monitor  the  impact  of  a 
grazing  management  system  is  essential  to  as- 
sess achievement  of  the  objectives  of  preserv- 
ing primitive  values. 

2.  Permanent  facilities  and  developments  as- 
sociated with  grazing  activities  are  permitted 
only  where  minimal  developments  (like  spring 
development)  will  promote  grazing  activities 
which  reduce  unacceptable  ecological  impacts. 
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APPENDIX    10 

METHODOLOGY  FOR   ESTIMATING  SPORTSMEN 
EXPENDITURE  CHANGES   RESULTING  FROM  CHANGES   IN 

WILDLIFE   POPULATIONS 


Appkndicks 


Three  big  game  species  are  considered:  elk, 
deer,  and  antelope.  For  deer  and  elk,  expenditure 
changes  are  based  on  sportsmen  expenditures  per 
animal  in  the  herd  for  Colorado's  Planning  Region 
10  during  1973.  For  antelope,  expenditure  changes 
are  based  on  the  number  of  permits  being  made 
available  based  on  herd  increases.  It  is  assumed 
that  the  current  trend  of  about  one  additional  per- 
mit issued  per  ten  animals  will  apply  in  this  case. 

Data  used  are  1973  Colorado  Big  Game  Har- 
vest, Department  of  Natural  Resources,  Division 
of  Wildlife  (DOW);  southwest  Colorado  DOW 
multipliers  for  determining  herd  populations  from 
harvest  data  as  detailed  in  appendix  5 
(Methodology  for  Deriving  Big  Game  Popula- 
tions); and  sportsmen  expenditures  in  Colorado 
from  A  Survey  of  Sportsmen  Expenditures  for 
Hunting  and  Fishing  in  Colorado,  1973,  prepared 
jointly  by  DOW  and  the  Department  of 
Economics  of  Colorado  State  University. 

The    Region    10   population   estimates   for  deer 


and  elk  were  obtained  by  using  DOW  county  har- 
vest data,  adjusting  those  data  for  types  of  hunts 
held  in  the  relevant  hunting  units,  and  applying 
the  appropriate  DOW  southwest  Colorado  mul- 
tiplier formulas.  The  population  estimates  were 
then  used  to  develop  an  expenditure  index  per 
animal.  (See  table  A-15.) 

Deer 

1.  1973  sportsmen  expenditures  in  Region   10  for  deer  related 
activities  totaled  $6,028,320. 

2.  1973  estimated  Region  10  deer  population  was  65,648. 

3.  1973  sportsmen  expenditures  in  Region  10  per  animal  totaled 
$91.83  ($6,028,320  ^-65,648  =  $91.83). 

Elk 

1.  1973  sportsmen  expenditures  in  Region  10  for  elk  related  ac- 
tiviUes  totaled  $4,484,201. 

2.  1973  estimated  Region  10  elk  population  was  23,723. 

3.  1973  sportsmen  expenditures  in  Region  10  per  animal  totaled 
$189.02  ($4,484,201  -  23,723  =  $189.02). 

Antelope 

1.  1973  sportsmen  expenditures  in  Region  10  for  antelope  re- 
lated activities  totaled  $8,305. 

2.  1973  Region  10  antelope  hunting  permits  issued  totaled  30. 

3.  1973    sportsmen    expenditures    per    permit    issued    totaled 
$276.83  ($8,305  -  30  -  $276.83). 


TABLE  A-15 
SPORTSMEN  EXPENDITURE  CHANGES  EXPECTED  FROM 
BIG  GAME  POPULATION  CHANGES  (1973  DOLLARS)  FOR  THE  ES  AREA 


Species 


Expenditure 
per 
Animal 


Change  in  Herd 
Population 


Change  in  Sportsmen 
Expenditures 


Low  Est.  High  Est.   Low  Est.    High  Est, 


Deer 

$  91.83 

Elk 

189.02 

Antelope 

276.83 

(per  permit) 

2,200    4,500  $202,026  $413,235 

96      156  18,146  29,487 
75      100 

(8  permits) (10  permits)  2,215  2,768 


Total  (Primary  Proposal) 


$222,387    $445,490 


Note:  Since  sportsmen  expenditures  are  dependent  on  big  game  herd 
populations,  expenditure  changes  are  assumed  to  occur  on  the  basis 
of  population  changes  and  tied  to  these  1973  data  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  an  index  for  calculation  of  expenditure  changes. 
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APPENDIX    11 

SAMPLE  ALLOTMENT  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN   DISTRICT  MANAGER  AND  LIVESTOCK  PERMITTEE 


Appfndicks 

Summary  and  Agreement  to  the  Plan 

A.  We,  the  undersigned  users  of  the  Federal 
Range  in  Colorado  Grazing  District  Number  3, 
hereby  agree  to  and  accept  this  allotment  manage- 
ment plan. 

B.  We  understand  that  the  grazing  privileges  so 
authorized  herein  are  subject  to  all  provisions  of 
the  Federal  Range  Code  for  Grazing  Districts  and 
all  subsequent  amendments  thereto. 

C.  It  is  understood  and  agreed  that,  should 
periods  of  range  depletion  occur  due  to  prolonged 
drought,  fire  or  other  natural  causes,  or  should 
habitat     requirements     of    threatened/endangered 


flora  and  fauna  so  warrant  adjustment,  reduction 
in  number  of  livestock  or  adjustment  in  periods  of 
range  use  may  be  directed  by  the  District 
Manager  or  his  authorized  representative. 

D.  The  range  users  will  cooperate  with  the  Dis- 
trict Manager  or  his  authorized  representative  in 
the  studies  as  outlined. 

E.  The  range  user(s)  and  BLM  will  perform 
construction  and  maintenance  as  outlined. 

F.  Revisions  in  this  plan  may  be  made  by  the 
concurrence  of  the  operator  and  District  Manager, 
as  indicated  by  initialing,  dating,  and  numbering 
of  the  page  containing  revisions. 
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APPENDIX    12 
SCHEMATIC  DIAGRAMS  OF  GRAZING   SYSTEMS 


GRAZING  SYSTEM  SCHEMATICS 


Note:  The  treatments  are  defined  and  discussed  in  chapter  1 
under  Components.  The  dates  below  are  average;  a  date  may 
vary  as  much  as  one  or  more  months  either  way. 

Typical  Rest  Rotation  -  Two  Treatments  (fall  or  winter  grazing) 
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Typical  Rest  Rotation  -  Two  Treatments  (spring  grazing) 
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Typical  Rest  Rotation  -  Five  Treatments 
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ADJUSTMENTS  IN  NUMBERS.  Change  (increase  or 
decrease)  of  livestock  numbers  to  conform  to  the  amount  of 
forage  produced  in  an  area  considering  other  multiple  uses. 

AESTHETICS.  Dealing  with  the  nature  of  the  beautiful  and 
with  judgments  concerning  beauty. 

ALLOTMENT.  An  area  of  land  where  one  or  more  in- 
dividuals graze  their  livestock.  It  generally  consists  of  na- 
tional resource  lands  but  may  include  parcels  of  private  or 
state  owned  lands.  The  number  of  livestock  and  season  of 
use  are  stipulated  for  each  allotment.  An  allotment  may  con- 
sist of  several  pastures  or  be  only  one  pasture.  In  the  ES 
area,  an  allotment  may  be  in  one  geographical  area  and 
grazed  under  one  grazing  system,  or  it  may  include  separate 
geographical  tracts  (allotment  subunits)  which  are  treated  as 
a  single  management  unit  but  grazed  under  separate  grazing 
systems. 

ALLOTMENT  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  (AMP).  A  concisely 
written  program  of  livestock  grazing  management,  including 
supportive  measures  if  required,  designed  to  attain  specific 
management  goals  in  a  grazing  allotment. 

ALLOTMENT  SUBUNIT.  See  ALLOTMENT. 

ALLUVIAL.  Pertaining  to  or  composed  of  any  sediment 
deposited  by  flowing  water  (alluvium),  as  in  a  river  bed. 

ANASAZI.  Prehistoric  Indians  who  inhabited  the  Four  Cor- 
ners area,  ca.  AD.  700-1300. 

ANDESITE.  A  grey,  fine-grained  volcanic  rock,  chiefly 
plagioclase  (mixtures  of  sodium  and  calcium  aluminum  sil- 
icates) and  feldspar. 

ANIMAL  UNIT  MONTH  (AUM).  The  amount  of  forage 
required  to  sustain  the  equivalent  of  one  cow  or  five  sheep 
for  one  month. 

AQUATIC.  Living  or  growing  in  or  on  the  water. 

AQUIFER.  A  water-bearing  bed  or  stratum  (layer)  of  permea- 
ble rock,  sand,  or  gravel  capable  of  yielding  considerable 
quantities  of  water. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL  RESOURCES.  Sites,  areas,  structures, 
objects,  or  other  evidence  of  prehistoric  human  activities. 

ASPECT.  The  orientation  of  a  slope  with  respect  to  the  com- 
pass; a  position  facing  or  fronting  a  particular  direction. 

BASALT.  A  fine-grained,  dark-colored  igneous  rock  of  extru- 
sive origin  (derived  from  magma)  and  often  having  a  glassy 
appearance. 

BENTHIC  ALGAE.  Various  primitive  one-celled  or  multicel- 
lular plants  living  on  the  bottom  (benthos)  of  a  stream  or 
lake. 

BIOME.  A  community  of  living  organisms  (both  plants  and 
animals)  of  a  single  major  ecological  region  and  usually 
identified  in  terms  of  the  characteristic  vegetation. 

BIOTYPE.  All  the  organisms  sharing  a  specified  similarity, 
such  as  all  the  species  of  one  genus. 

BROWSE.  As  a  verb,  to  consume  or  to  feed  on  (a  plant);  as 
a  noun,  the  tender  shoots,  twigs,  and  leaves  of  trees  and 
shrubs,  often  used  as  food  by  cattle,  deer,  elk,  and  other 
animals. 

CARNIVORE.  A  flesh-eating  animal. 

CARRYING  CAPACITY.  A  maximum  number  of  animals  that 
can  survive  on  a  land  area  over  a  long  term. 

CENOZOIC.  Belonging  to  or  designating  the  latest  era  of 
geologic  time,  which  includes  the  Tertiary  and  Quaternary 


periods  and  is  characterized  by  the  evolution  of  mammals, 
birds,  plants,  modern  continents,  and  glaciation.  Usually  re- 
garded as  about  60  to  70  million  years  ago. 

CHANGING  SEASON  OF  USE.  Adjusting  the  time  of 
livestock  grazing  on  range  area  based  on  type  of  vegetation 
or  stage  of  vegetative  growth. 

CHANNEL.  (First  order,  second  order,  etc.)  See  STREAM 
ORDER. 

CHANNEL  STABILITY.  A  relative  term  describing  a  chan- 
nel's condition  with  respect  to  erosion  or  movement  of  the 
channel  walls  or  bottom  due  to  water  flows. 

CLASS  OF  LIVESTOCK.  Kinds  of  domestic  livestock  graz- 
ing on  a  range:  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  goats,  or  a  combina- 
tion of  these.  May  be  broken  down  to  greater  detail,  such 
as  cows  with  calves,  yearlings,  steers,  ewes,  ewes  with 
lambs,  lambs,  etc. 

CLASS  OF  USE.  The  type  and  number  of  domestic  animals 
that  are  allowed  to  graze  on  a  specific  unit  of  range,  as 
designated  by  license. 

CLIMAX  VEGETATION.  The  final  vegetative  community 
which  emerges  after  a  series  of  successive  vegetational 
stages  and  perpetuates  itself  indefinitely  unless  disturbed  by 
outside  forces. 

COMMUNITY.  A  group  of  organisms  which  form  a  distinct 
ecological  unit.  Such  a  unit  may  be  defined  in  terms  of 
plants,  animals,  or  both. 

COMPACTION.  The  process  of  packing  firmly  and  closely 
together;  the  state  of  being  so  packed. 

CRITICAL  WILDLIFE  HABITAT.  That  portion  of  the  living 
area  of  a  wildlife  species  that  is  essential  to  the  survival  and 
perpetuation  of  the  species,  either  as  individuals  or  as  a 
population. 

CRUCIAL  RANGE.  Same  as  CRITICAL  WILDLIFE 
HABITAT. 

CULTURAL  RESOURCES.  A  term  that  includes  resources  of 
historical,  archeological,  or  architectural  significance,  which 
are  fragile,  limited,  and  nonrenewable  portions  of  the  human 
environment. 

DAKOTA  SANDSTONE.  Variously  colored  sedimentary  rock 
composed  predominantly  of  sandlike  quartz  grains  cemented 
by  lime,  silica,  or  other  materials,  laid  down  during  the  late 
Cretaceous  geologic  period  (135  million  years  ago)  in 
western  North  America. 

DEFERMENT.  Withholding  of  livestock  grazing  until  a  cer- 
tain stage  of  plant  growth  is  reached,  usually  maturity  of 
seed. 

DEFERRED  GRAZING.  The  discontinuance  of  livestock 
grazing  on  an  area  for  a  specified  period  of  time  during  the 
growing  season  to  promote  plant  reproduction,  establish- 
ment of  new  plants,  or  restoration  of  vigor  by  old  plants. 

DEFERRED  ROTATION  GRAZING.  The  discontinuance  of 
livestock  grazing  on  various  parts  of  a  range  in  succeeding 
years,  allowing  each  part  to  rest  successively  during  the 
growing  season  to  permit  seed  production,  establishment  of 
seedlings,  or  restoration  of  plant  vigor. 

DEFOLIATE.  To  deprive  (a  tree  or  other  plant)  of  leaves. 

DENSITY.  Sec  VEGETATIVE  DENSITY. 

DIORITE.  Any  of  various  granite-textured,  crystalline,  dark 
rocks,  rich  in  plagioclase  (mixtures  of  sodium  and  calcium 
aluminum  silicates)  and  having  little  quartz. 
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DISPERSED  USE.  Any  type  of  recreational  use  which  (1)  has 
a  high  acreage  requirement  per  person  or  family,  e.g.,  fish- 
ing and  hunting,  or  (2)  can  be  enjoyed  on  a  wide  range  of 
land  types,  e.g.,  picnicking,  walking  and  driving  for  plea- 
sure. 

DISTRIBUTION.  The  uniformity  of  livestock  grazing  use  over 
a  range  area.  It  is  affected  by  water  availability,  topography, 
and  type  and  palatability  of  vegetative  species. 

ECOLOGY.  A  studyof  animals  and  plants  in  their  relation  to 
each  other  and  to  their  environment. 

ECOSYSTEM.  Complex  self-sustaining  natural  system,  which 
includes  living  and  nonliving  components  of  the  environ- 
ment, and  the  interactions  that  bind  them  together.  Its  func- 
tioning involves  the  circulation  of  matter  and  energy 
between  organisms  and  their  environment. 

ENDEMIC.  The  normal  population  level  of  a  potentially 
destructive  species  (in  contrast  with  epidemic). 

ELIMINATION  OF  GRAZING.  Relinquishment  or  cancella- 
tion of  livestock  grazing  use  on  lands  currently  being  grazed 
by  livestock. 

ENVIRONMENT.  The  surrounding  conditions,  influences,  or 
forces  that  affect  or  modify  an  organism  or  an  ecological 
community  and  ultimately  determine  its  form  and  survival. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  REPORT  (EAR).  A 
concisely  written  record  of  environmental  factors  in  land 
management  actions. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  STATEMENT  (ES).  A  written  analysis 
of  the  impacts  of  a  project  (e.g.,  grazing  program)  on  the  en- 
vironment. 

EROSION.  The  group  of  natural  processes  including  weather- 
ing, dissolution,  abrasion,  corrosion,  and  transportation  by 
which  earthy  or  rocky  material  is  removed  from  any  part  of 
the  earth's  surface.  (See  PEDESTALLING,  RILL  ERO- 
SION, and  SHEET  EROSION.) 

EROSION  CONDITION  CLASSES.  Expression  of  current 
erosion  activity  using  the  following  ratings  (Soil  Surface 
Factor):  Stable  V*  0-20;  Slight  '/«  21-40;  Moderate  V*  41-60; 
Critical  V*  61-80;  Severe  V4  81-100. 

ESCAPE  COVER.  Those  plants  that  provide  an  area  where 
small  mammals  may  escape  from  predators. 

FAUNA.  The  animals  of  a  particular  period  or  region  taken 
collectively. 

FECAL  SAMPLES.  Samples  of  animal  waste  matter  collected 
to  make  a  determination  of  the  type  of  foods  eaten  by  the 
animal. 

FLORA.  The  plants  of  a  particular  period  or  region  taken  col- 
lectively. 

FLUVIAL.  Formed  or  produced  by  the  action  of  flowing 
water. 

FORB.  A  broadleaved  herb;  a  weed. 

FREMONT  CULTURE.  Prehistoric  Indians  who  inhabited  the 
Great  Basin  area. 

FREQUENCY  OF  USE.  An  expression  of  the  periods  of 
grazing  use  and  nonuse  describing  how  often  and  for  how 
long  grazing  occurs. 

FRY.  Young,  recently  hatched  fish,  1.5  to  2.0  inches  in  length, 
that  are  weak  swimmers. 

GLACIOFLUVIAL.  Formed  or  produced  by  the  action  of 
moving  glaciers  and  flowing  water. 
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GRANITE.  A  coarse-grained,  light-colored,  hard  igneous  rock. 

GRAZING  SYSTEM.  A  systematic  sequence  of  grazing  use 
and  nonuse  of  an  allotment  to  reach  identified  multiple-use 
goals  or  objectives  by  improving  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
the  vegetation. 

GRAZING  TREATMENT.  Under  a  rest  rotation  grazing 
system,  grazing  or  resting  a  particular  unit  of  land  (usually 
a  pasture)  at  particular  times  each  year  to  attain  particular 
vegetative  goals. 

GREEN  PERIOD.  When  plants  are  green  and  growing. 

HABITAT.  A  specific  set  of  physical  conditions  that  surround 
the  single  species,  a  group  of  species,  or  a  large  community. 
In  wildlife  management,  the  major  components  of  habitat 
are  considered  to  be  food,  water,  cover,  and  living  space. 

HABITAT  REQUIREMENTS.  Those  items  that  an  animal 
requires  for  proper  life  cycles  and  growth.  See  also  LIMIT- 
ING FACTORS. 

HERBARIUM.  A  collection  of  dried  plants  mounted  and 
labeled  for  use  in  scientific  study;  a  place  or  institution 
where  such  a  collection  is  kept. 

HERBIVORE.  A  plant-eating  animal. 

HISTORICAL  RESOURCES.  Sites,  districts,  structures,  ob- 
jects, or  other  evidence  of  human  activities  that  represent 
facets  of  the  history  of  the  nation,  state,  or  locality;  places 
where  significant  historical  or  unusual  events  occurred  even 
though  no  evidence  of  the  event  remains;  or  places  as- 
sociated with  a  personality  important  in  history. 

HUMUS.  Accumulated  debris  of  plant  stems,  leaves,  and 
roots  forming  the  organic  material  in  soils. 

HYDRAULIC.  Involving,  moved,  or  operated  by  fluid,  espe- 
cially water,  under  pressure. 

HYDRAULIC  LENGTH.  Length  of  the  longest  stream  chan- 
nel in  a  watershed. 

HYDRAULIC  POSITION.  Position  on  a  given  slope. 
HYDROGRAPHIC.  Refers  to  the  scientific  description  and 
analysis  of  the  physical  conditions,  boundaries,  flow,  and 
related  characteristics  of  oceans,  lakes,  rivers,  and  other 
surface  waters. 

HYDROLOGIC.  Refers  to  the  properties,  distribution,  and  ef- 
fects of  water  on  the  earth's  surface,  in  the  soil  and  under- 
lying rocks,  and  in  the  atmosphere,  and  to  their  scientific 
study. 

HYDROLOGIC  SOIL  GROUP.  A  class  of  soils  which  have 
similar  general  infiltration  and  water  movement  ability 
through  the  soil  profile  and  bedrock. 

IGNEOUS  ROCK.  Rock  formed  by  solidification  from  a  mol- 
ten or  partially  molten  state. 

INFILTRATION.  The  flow  of  a  liquid  into  a  substance 
through  pores  or  other  openings;  connotes  flow  into  a  soil, 
in  contrast  with  PERCOLATION,  which  connotes  flow 
through  a  porous  substance.  See  also  MOISTURE  INFIL- 
TRATION. 

INDUSTRY  INCOME  MULTIPLIER.  Indicates  how  much 
income  is  stimulated  into  the  economy  of  a  region  by  an 
economic  sector  (e.g.,  government,  agriculture),  above  and 
beyond  the  initial  income  produced  by  that  sector. 

INSECTIVORE.  An  insect-eating  animal. 

INTENSITY  OF  USE.  Amount  of  vegetation  consumed  by 
grazing  herbivores,  usually  measured  as  a  percentage  of  the 
annual  growth. 
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INTENSIVE  USE.  A  relative  term  referring  to  (1)  a  recrea- 
tional feature  or  land  unit  which  could  attract  and  sustain  a 
high  level  of  use  in  terms  of  visitor-days  per  unit  area  per 
year  or  (2)  a  type  of  recreational  activity  usually  requiring 
a  relatively  small  land  area  per  person. 

INTERMITTENT  STREAM.  A  stream  which  has  water  only 
periodically  during  the  year. 

INTRUSIVE.  Designating  igneous  rock  forced  into  another 
stratum  (layer)  while  in  molten  state. 

INVADER.  A  plant  species  that  was  absent  in  the  undisturbed 
portions  of  the  original  vegetation  but  that  will  become 
established  there  under  conditions  of  disturbance  or  con- 
tinued overuse. 

INVERSION.  An  anomalous  (abnormal)  condition  in  the  lower 
atmosphere  in  which  temperature  increases  with  increased 
elevation  (normally  temperature  decreases  with  increased 
elevation). 

INVERTEBRATE.  An  animal  without  a  backbone.  This  group 
includes  such  animals  as  insects,  clams,  snails,  and  worms. 

ION  PAIR.  A  negative  and  a  positive  ion  that  are  bonded 
together.  (An  ion  is  an  atom,  group  of  atoms,  or  molecule 
that  has  acquired  a  net  electric  charge  by  gaining  electrons 
in  or  losing  electrons  from  an  initially  electrically  neutral 
configuration.) 

KEY  SPECIES.  Plants  that  need  the  most  rest  to  regain  vigor 
after  being  grazed  during  the  critical  green  period. 

LAY-DOWN  PANEL.  Fencing  constructed  so  that  sections 
can  be  lowered  from  the  vertical  position  when  not  needed, 
to  prevent  snow  damage  or  permit  passage  of  wildlife  spe- 
cies. 

LICENSE.  An  authorization  which  permits  the  grazing  of  a 
specified  number  and  class  of  livestock  on  a  designated  area 
of  national  resource  lands  for  a  period  of  time,  usually  not 
in  excess  of  one  year. 

LICENSED  ACTIVE  USE.  Approximate  amount  of  livestock 
forage  actually  produced  on  national  resource  lands  in  a 
given  area. 

LIMITING  FACTOR.  In  proportion  to  the  needs  of  an  organ- 
ism, the  habitat  requirement  that  is  present  in  the  minimum. 

LITHIC  SCATTER.  Stone  debris  left  as  the  result  of  tool 
manufacture  or  reshaping. 

LITTER.  The  uppermost  layer  of  organic  debris.  It  is  com- 
posed of  freshly  fallen  or  slightly  decomposed  organic 
materials. 

LIVESTOCK  OPERATION.  The  management  of  an  area  of 
land  so  that  a  significant  portion  of  the  income  is  derived 
from  the  continuing  production  of  livestock. 

MANAGEMENT  FRAMEWORK  PLAN  (MFP).  Land  use 
plan  for  national  resource  lands  which  provides  a  set  of 
goals,  objectives,  and  constraints  for  a  specific  planning 
area  to  guide  the  development  of  detailed  plans  for  the 
management  of  each  resource. 

MANCOS  SHALE.  A  dark  fissile  rock  composed  of  laminated 
layers  of  claylike,  fine-grained  sediments,  laid  down  during 
the  late  Cretaceous  period  (135  million  years  ago). 

MAST.  Nuts  accumulated  on  the  forest  floor  and  serving  as 
food  for  animals. 

METAMORPHIC  ROCK.  Rock  masses  altered  in  composi- 
tion, texture,  or  structure  by  great  heat  or  pressure. 


MICROHABITAT.  The  local  habitat  of  an  area  of  variable 
size. 

MOISTURE  INFILTRATION.  Water  penetration  into  the  soil 
through  pores  of  the  soil.  Rate  and  amount  of  infiltration  is 
limited  by  size  and  abundance  of  pores  and  water  absorption 
capability  of  the  soil.  See  also  INFILTRATION. 

MULTIPLE  USE.  Harmonious  and  coordinated  management 
of  the  various  surface  and  subsurface  resources,  without  im- 
pairment of  the  land,  that  will  best  meet  the  present  and  fu- 
ture needs  of  the  people. 

MULTIPLIER  EFFECTS.  The  amount  of  additional  income 
expected  to  be  generated  in  all  sectors  of  a  regional  econo- 
my as  a  result  of  an  increase  or  decrease  in  income  of  the 
livestock  sector. 

NATIONAL  REGISTER.  The  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places,  which  is  a  register  of  districts,  sites,  buildings,  struc- 
tures, and  objects  significant  in  American  history,  architec- 
ture, archeology,  and  culture,  maintained  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior. 

NATIONAL  RESOURCE  LANDS  (NRL).  Public  lands  ad- 
ministered by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

NATURALISTIC  LANDSCAPE.  A  situation  where  the  basic 
elements  (form,  line,  color,  and  texture)  are  displayed  in 
composition  that  appears  natural  within  the  surrounding  area 
or  character  type. 

OFF-ROAD  VEHICLE  (ORV).  Any  motorized  vehicle 
designed  for  or  capable  of  cross-country  travel  on  or  im- 
mediately over  land,  water,  sand,  snow,  ice,  marsh,  swam- 
pland, or  other  terrain. 

OMNIVORE.  An  animal  which  eats  both  animal  and  vegetable 
substances. 

OROGENIC.  Refers  to  the  process  of  mountain  building, 
especially  by  folding  and  faulting  of  the  earth's  crust. 

OVERGRAZING.  Consumption  of  vegetation  by  herbivores 
beyond  the  endurance  of  a  plant  to  survive. 

PALEOZOIC.  One  of  the  major  eras  of  geologic  time,  lasting 
about  400  million  years  and  believed  to  have  begun  at  about 
the  beginning  of  life  on  earth. 

PARENT  MATERIAL.  The  unconsolidated  and  more  or  less 
chemically  weathered  mineral  or  organic  matter  from  which 
soil  develops. 

PASTURE.  As  used  in  this  document,  a  subdivision  of  a  graz- 
ing allotment  on  national  resource  lands. 

PECKINGS.  Rock  art  chipped  or  pecked  into  stone,  as  in  a 
cliff  face  or  boulder. 

PEDESTALLING.  A  phenomenon  of  erosion  where  plants  or 
rocks  are  left  standing  on  pedestals  of  soil.  Pedestals  are 
formed  because  a  rock  or  plant  has  held  the  soil  underneath 
in  place. 

PERCOLATION,  SOIL-WATER.  The  downward  movement 
of  water  through  soil,  especially  the  downward  flow  of 
water  in  saturated  or  nearly  saturated  soil  at  hydraulic 
gradients  of  the  order  of  1 .0  or  less. 

PERENNIAL  STREAM.  A  stream  which  has  water  year- 
round. 

PERMEABILITY.  Capacity  for  transmitting  a  fluid.  It  is  mea- 
sured by  the  rate  at  which  a  fluid  of  standard  viscosity  can 
move  through  material  in  a  given  interval  of  time  under  a 
given  hydraulic  gradient. 

PETROGLYPH.  A  rock  carving,  especially  a  prehistoric  one. 
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PHOTOSYNTHESIS.  The  process  by  which  green  plants 
derive  chemical  energy  from  light  and  convert  inorganic 
compounds  to  organic  compounds. 

PHENOLOGICAL  NEEDS  OF  PLANTS.  Requirements  of 
vegetation  to  survive,  the  need  to  manufacture  food,  to 
replenish  food  reserves,  to  produce  viable  seed,  and  to  have 
new  seedlings  become  established. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL  NEEDS  OF  PLANTS.  Same  as 
PHENOLOGICAL  NEEDS  OF  PLANTS. 

PLEISTOCENE  EPOCH.  The  Pleistocene  epoch  of  the 
Quaternary  geologic  period,  more  familiarly  known  as  the 
Ice  Age,  is  generally  considered  to  cover  the  last  one  million 
years.  The  Recent  or  Modern  era  is  regarded  by  some  as 
merely  an  interval  in  a  Pleistocene  era  not  yet  ended. 

PLANNING  UNIT.  A  geographic  unit  within  a  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  district  which  includes  related  lands, 
resources,  and  use  pressure  problems  which  are  considered 
together  for  resource  inventory  and  planning. 

PLANT  DENSITY.  The  number  of  individual  plants  per  unit 
of  area.  Refers  to  the  relative  closeness  of  individual  plants 
to  one  another. 

PLANT  GROWTH  REQUIREMENTS.  Similar  to  physiologi- 
cal needs  of  plants  but  more  specific;  pertains  to  require- 
ments of  soil  for  rooting,  water,  minerals,  light,  and  air. 

PLANT  VIGOR.  The  relative  well  being  and  health  of  a  plant 
as  reflected  by  its  ability  to  manufacture  sufficient  food  for 
growth  and  maintenance. 

POPULATION  DYNAMICS.  The  rate  at  which  a  population 
is  capable  of  reproducing  itself. 

PREDATOR.  An  animal  that  preys,  devours,  or  destroys  to 
live. 

PREY.  An  animal  taken  by  a  predator  as  food. 

PRIMITIVE  AREA.  Area  in  which  no  commercial  develop- 
ment or  use  is  permitted  and  no  routes  for  motorized  trans- 
portation are  developed. 

PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION.  A  component  of  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management's  planning  system  providing  the  opportu- 
nity for  citizens  as  individuals  or  groups  to  review  resource 
management  proposals  and  offer  their  suggestions  or  criti- 
cisms for  the  various  alternatives  offered. 

QUALIFICATIONS.  Maximum  grazing  privileges  (AUMs)  on 
national  resource  lands  attached  to  a  livestock  operator's 
private  land. 

RANGE  ADJUDICATION.  The  allocation  of  grazing  allot- 
ments, season  of  use,  numbers  and  class  of  livestock  to 
qualified  livestock  operators. 

RANGE  CONDITION  AND  TREND.  A  description  of  the 
current  status  and  estimated  future  improvement  or  deteri- 
oration of  the  vegetation  and  soil. 

RANGE  IMPROVEMENT.  A  structure,  action,  or  practice 
that  increases  forage  production,  improves  watershed  and 
range  condition,  or  facilitates  management  of  the  range  or 
the  livestock  grazing  on  it. 

RAPTORS.  An  order  of  birds  including  all  birds  of  prey,  such 
as  the  eagle,  hawk,  owl,  and  vulture. 

RECHARGE.  Inflow  to  a  ground  water  reservoir  (aquifer 
system  in  which  ground  water  is  stored). 

RECREATION  OPPORTUNITIES  (ACTIVITIES).  A  general 
categorization  of  leisure  pursuits  which  occur  in  the  out- 
doors. 


RECREATION  RESOURCES.  Any  natural  resource  or  fea- 
ture that  contributes  to  outdoor  leisure  pursuits  or  ex- 
periences. 

RELIEF.  The  variations  in  elevation  of  any  area  of  the  earth's 
surface. 

RENEWABLE  RESOURCES.  All  of  the  products  and  physi- 
cal values  produced  or  contained  within  national  resource 
lands  which  could  be  restored  or  replenished  as  they  are 
used  (e.g.,  wildlife,  vegetation,  watershed).  Does  not  include 
resources  such  as  minerals,  soils,  cultural  artifacts,  which 
are  gone  once  used  or  destroyed. 

RESOURCES.  All  of  the  products  and  physical  values 
produced  or  contained  within  the  national  resource  lands,  in- 
cluding natural  resources,  such  as  timber,  coal,  oil. 

REST.  As  used  in  this  statement,  a  grazing  treatment  under 
which  no  livestock  are  allowed  to  graze  on  a  range  area  for 
one  year,  to  allow  plants  to  replenish  their  food  reserves. 

REST  ROTATION  GRAZING  SYSTEM.  A  grazing  system 
providing  for  systematic  and  sequential  grazing  by  livestock 
and  resting  from  livestock  use  on  a  range  area  to  provide 
for  the  production  of  livestock  while  simultaneously  main- 
taining or  improving  the  vegetation  and  soil  fertility. 

RILL  EROSION.  Erosion  in  which  numerous  small  channels 
of  only  several  inches  in  depth  are  formed. 

RIPARIAN.  Situated  on  or  pertaining  to  the  bank  of  a  river, 
stream,  or  other  body  of  water.  Normally  used  to  refer  to 
the  plants  of  all  types  that  grow  along  streams,  around 
springs,  etc. 

ROCKSHELTER  Any  natural  shelter  between  or  under 
standing  rocks  in  which  the  debris  and  campfires  of 
prehistoric  peoples  are  found. 

ROTATION.  A  grazing  system  providing  for  sequential  move- 
ment of  livestock  from  one  pasture  to  another  to  allow  for 
regrowth  of  vegetation  and  maintenance  of  vegetative  vigor. 

SCHIST.  Any  of  various  medium  to  coarse-grained 
metamorphic  rocks  composed  of  laminated,  often  flaky, 
parallel  layers  of  chiefly  micaceous  minerals. 

SEASON-LONG  GRAZING.  For  the  purposes  of  this  stat- 
ment,  grazing  an  area  by  livestock  starting  in  May  or  June 
and  ending  in  September  or  October;  or  grazing  an  area  by 
livestock  in  the  spring  and  fall  with  three  or  four  months 
rest  during  the  summer;  or  grazing  an  area  by  livestock  in 
the  spring  only. 

SEASON  OF  USE.  The  times  of  the  year  when  domestic 
animals  would  be  allowed  to  graze  on  a  specific  unit  of 
range,  as  designated  by  license. 

SEDIMENT.  The  relatively  fine  material  that  settles  to  the 
bottom  of  a  waterway.  Material  less  than  three  millimeters 
in  diameter  is  of  particular  concern  because  of  its  adverse 
effects  on  aquatic  life. 

SEDIMENT  YIELD.  The  average  amount  of  soil  moved  from 
a  given  point  to  another  point  as  a  result  of  runoff. 

SEDIMENTARY  ROCKS.  Rocks  formed  from  sediment  or 
from  transported  fragments  deposited  in  water. 

SEDIMENTATION.  The  action  or  process  of  deposition  of 
material  borne  by  water,  wind,  or  glacier. 

SEEDLINGS.  Young  plants. 

SEED-RIPE  STATE.  When  seed  is  mature,  usually  late 
summer  and  early  fall. 

SHEET  EROSION.  The  removal  of  a  layer  of  soil  from  land 
surface  by  water. 
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SINGLE  USE  POTENTIAL.  The  maximum  production  of  a 
resource,  such  as  forage,  without  environmental  or  policy 
•  constraints. 

SOIL.  The  unconsolidated  mineral  matter  on  the  surface  of 
the  earth  that  has  been  subjected  to  and  influenced  by 
genetic  and  environmental  factors  of  parent  material,  cli- 
mate (including  moisture  and  temperature  effects),  macro- 
and  microorganisms,  and  topography,  all  acting  over  a 
period  of  time  and  producing  a  product  that  differs  from 
the  material  from  which  it  is  derived  in  many  physical, 
chemical,  biological,  and  morphological  properties  and 
characteristics.  The  immediate  surface  of  the  earth  that 
serves  as  a  natural  medium  for  the  growth  of  land  plants. 

SOIL  ASSOCIATION.  A  group  of  defined  and  named  tax- 
onomic  soil  units  occurring  together  in  individual  and 
characteristic  patterns  over  a  geographic  region. 

SOIL  CLASSIFICATION.  The  systematic  arrangements  of 
soils  into  classes  in  one  or  more  categories  or  levels  of  clas- 
sification for  a  specific  objective.  Broad  groupings  are  made 
on  the  basis  of  general  characteristics  and  subdivisions  on 
the  basis  of  more  detailed  differences  in  specific  properties. 

SOIL  PROFILE.  Vertical  section  of  the  soil  through  the  vari- 
ous layers  of  soil  material.  The  layers  are  parallel  to  the  land 
surface  and  differ  in  such  characteristics  as  color  and 
chemistry. 

SOIL  SURFACE  FACTOR.  Numerical  ratings  used  to  express 
current  erosion  activity.  See  EROSION  CONDITION 
CLASSES. 

STOCKING  RATE.  The  degree  to  which  a  grazing  unit  is 
stocked  with  livestock,  usually  expressed  in  AUMs.  The 
stocking  rate  may  be  more  or  less  than  the  carrying  capaci- 
ty. 

STREAM  ORDER.  (First  order,  second  order,  third  order, 
etc.)  A  dimensionless  number  system  introduced  by  Horton 
(1945)  to  quantify  the  branching  hierarchy  of  stream  net- 
works. Assuming  that  one  has  available  a  channel  network 
map  including  all  intermittent  and  permanent  flow  lines 
located  in  clearly  defined  valleys,  the  smallest  fingertip 
tributaries  are  designated  order  1 .  Where  two  or  more  first 
order  channels  join,  a  channel  segment  of  order  2  is  formed. 
Where  two  segments  of  order  2  join,  a  segment  of  order  3 
is  formed,  and  so  forth. 

SUBSTRATE.  A  surface  on  which  a  plant  or  animal  grows  or 
is  attached. 

SUCCESSION.  The  progressive  development  of  the  vegeta- 
tion towards  its  highest  ecological  expression  (climax). 

SUPPORTING  MEASURES.  Structures,  actions,  or  practices 
where  objectives  or  justifications  are  to  increase  forage 
production  and  utilization,  to  improve  range  conditions,  or 
to  facilitate  management  of  the  range  or  the  livestock  graz- 
ing on  it;  range  improvements. 

TAXONOMIC.  Refers  to  the  established  scientific  categories 
into  which  organisms  are  classified,  such  as  families,  spe- 
cies, and  classes. 


TERRESTRIAL.  Living  on  or  in  or  growing  from  land. 

TERTIARY.  The  earlier  of  two  geological  periods  comprising 
the  Cenozoic  era,  usually  regarded  as  about  70  million  years 
of  age. 

TILTH.  Surface  soil  as  prepared  for  sowing  or  planting;  the 
depth  of  friable  (easily  crumbled)  earth. 

TOPOGRAPHY.  The  exact  physical  features  and  configura- 
tion of  a  place  or  region;  the  detailed  and  accurate  descrip- 
tion of  a  place  or  region. 

TRAILING  USE.  Movement  of  livestock  through  national 
resource  lands  (NRL),  usually  from  one  grazing  land  to 
another  (whether  private.  Forest  Service,  or  other  NRL). 
The  livestock  graze  as  they  are  trailed. 

TRESPASS  CONTROL.  Surveillance  to  ensure  that  the 
proper  numbers  of  livestock  are  grazing  in  the  right  areas  of 
use  at  the  proper  times  of  year. 

UNALLOTTED  LANDS.  Lands  which  currently  are  not  com- 
mitted to  livestock  grazing  use. 

UNIT  RESOURCE  ANALYSIS  (URA).  A  comprehensive  dis- 
play of  physical  resource  data  and  an  analysis  of  the  current 
use,  production,  condition,  and  trend  of  the  resources  and 
the  potentials  and  opportunities  within  a  planning  unit,  in- 
cluding a  profile  of  ecological  values. 

UTILIZATION.  The  proportion  of  current  year's  forage 
production  that  is  consumed  or  destroyed  by  grazing 
animals,  usually  expressed  as  percentage.  See  also  INTEN- 
SITY OF  USE. 

VARMINT.  A  wild  animal  or  bird  considered  a  pest. 

VEGETATION  CONVERSION.  Replacing  one  vegetative 
type  with  another  by  means  of  chemical,  mechanical,  or 
some  other  treatment. 

VEGETATIVE  COMPOSITION.  The  proportion  of  the  total 
vegetative  density  provided  by  each  species,  expressed  in 
percent. 

VEGETATIVE  DENSITY.  As  viewed  from  above,  the  per- 
cent of  ground  cover  for  the  current  year's  growth  of  all 
usable  vegetation. 

VISUAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  CLASSES.  Classifi- 
cation of  landscapes  according  to  the  kinds  of  artificial 
structures  and  modifications  which  are  acceptable  to  meet 
established  visual  goals. 

VISUAL  RESOURCES.  The  land,  water,  vegetation,  animals, 
and  other  features  that  are  visible  on  all  national  resource 
lands. 

WATER  TAP.  A  means  of  withdrawing  water  from  an  existing 
irrigation  ditch  or  pipeline.  A  water  right  or  permission  to 
tap  must  be  obtained  prior  to  tapping. 

WATERSHED.  The  region  draining  into  a  river,  river  system, 
or  body  of  water. 

WICKIUP.  A  frame  hut  covered  with  matting,  bark,  brush,  or 
the  like,  used  by  the  nomadic  Indians  of  North  America. 

WINTER  RANGE.  That  area  occupied  by  a  species  during  the 
winter  months. 
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